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By Johanne Presser

While most couples find
love within their own country,
Dave and Joanne Thayer found
theirs in Japan. Married since
August 12, 1967, the pair cel-
ebrated 58 years of love, hap-
piness and mutual respect this
past year and are still going
strong.

Dave, a mid-western kid
with wanderlust was born in
Baraboo, Wisconsin, the one-
time headquarters of Ringling
Brothers Circus since 1884. His
business/economics studies at
Wisconsin ~ State-Whitewater
were interrupted two and a half
years in by the draft. Because
he had learned to type some-
where along the way, the Army
assigned him to Philadelphia
as a clerk typist. During his
two-year stint, Dave traveled
frequently on military trans-
ports, visiting eight European
countries during his service.
He had a top security clearance
due to documents he had to
type. Once he accepted a cou-
rier assignment that included
transporting two grenades that
were to be detonated rather

By Ann Kannen
Managing Editor

On December 7, I lost a
dear friend and the Observ-
er lost a very special volun-
teer. Carol Martin passed
away peacefully.

Carol was a volunteer
at the Observer from day
one in 1999 until she re-
tired a couple of years ago.
She contributed enormous-
ly to the paper performing
multiple jobs - Co-Editor
in Chief, Editor-of-the-
Month, a prepper, a proot-
reader, a writer, a columnist
with her Book Review col-
umn for over 20 years (her
book reviews were engaging
and piqued your interest in
reading the books) and any-
thing else she could offer.

Carol had a great per-
sonality which put a smile
on your face while work-
ing on the paper. When the
paper transitioned to color,
she brought a huge bunch
of colorful balloons to the

A Love Match Made in Japan

than let the document fall into
the wrong hands!

Upon leaving the Army
and finishing college, Dave
taught high school history for
three years. He then applied
to the Department of Defense
(DOD)program to teach at
military bases abroad, listing
Europe as his first choice and
Japan as his second.

Meanwhile, Joanne DeMi-
ta, four years younger than
Dave, grew up in Arlington,
Massachusetts, the middle
child in a large Italian fami-
ly of two boys and three girls.
Her first cousin, Ciriaco De
Mita, was a prominent Italian
politician who, in addition to
holding several ministerial po-
sitions over the decades, was
also the Prime Minister of Ita-
ly for a time. Joanne attended
Riviera College in New Hamp-
shire, studying to become a
teacher. Upon graduation she
took a job teaching elemen-
tary school in Boston for two
years. Her college roommate
suggested they apply to the
DOD program, convinced that
the two of them would end up

in Europe (their first choice)
and have a great time together.
When Joanne got assigned Ja-
pan, she was hesitant, but her
roommate, who had been as-
signed Turkey, convinced her
that it would be fun, so off she

Photo by Johanne Presser
Observer’s Valentine Couple, Dave and Joanne Thayer

went.

Dave and Joanne lived on
the Camp Zama base, which
was the Japanese military
headquarters during WWIIL.
Dave spent two years teach-
ing English and history on the

A Tribute to a Special Observer Volunte

Photo provided by the author

Pictured second row, third from the right, at the 2024 Volunteer Party is Carol Martin with her fiesty,
enthusiastic energy. She loved gatherings and she was having a blast with everyone.

office to celebrate. Sup-
porting the volunteers, she
would bring in hot "out of
the oven" delicious oatmeal
raisin cookies for everyone.
Lester Smith loved them -
inspiring him to stay longer
and write more articles for
the paper.

Carol cared about com-
munity. Every week she
would make sandwiches for
Enfield Loaves and Fish-
es. She volunteered at The
Second Chance Shop where
her wit and humor were on
full display. For years she at-
tended the town’s Memori-

al Day parade and hosted a
gathering afterwards which
we all enjoyed - her home-
made pies were "to die for!”

Carol's two loves were
family and animals. She
cherished family events with
competitive games which
she wanted to win! She talk-

base while Joanne spent a year
teaching elementary school at
the Camp Sagamihari base.

While they had seen each
other at Zama, it wasn't until a
picnic for the new teachers at
the end of September 1965 that
sparks flew. They started dating
the next day and were engaged
by January! Joanne reported
that they had “chemistry” from
day one and they “just knew”
they were meant to be together.
They spent the year traveling
all over Japan in their free time,
visiting all four of the major is-
lands. In September 1966 they
returned home to the United
States.

They were married on Au-
gust 12, 1967, at the Copley
Plaza in Boston. Joanne wore a
gown made in Japan which she
bought for $60.

Leaving teaching, Dave got
a job with Tenneco, an auto
parts manufacturer in Harris-
burg, Virginia while Joanne
taught first grade. After a cou-
ple of years Dave was trans-
ferred to Tennecos packaging
division in Lancaster, Pennsyl-

Continued on Page 2

er

ed a lot about wanting to at-
tend her grandson’s wedding
in August and she did - fill-
ing her heart with tears of
joy. Her love for animals was
limitless. Her dogs meant
the world to her, rescuing
older dogs to give them a
second chance in life. Win-
nie, her son’s dog, gave Carol
much joy and unconditional
love right to the end.

I played bridge with her
every week for many years,
with her final outing on De-
cember 4. She was mentally
sharp enough to play bridge
and looked forward to our
bantering at the bridge ta-
ble. She was a fearless bid-
der, pleasantly surprising
us with her aggressiveness.
That day, we played for
hours, enjoying her many
classic stories, even though
we had heard them multiple
times.

I will deeply miss Carol,
but her spirit and love of life
will forever be with me. 38
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Editorial

Words Matter

I find it disturbing that its common for people in all
walks of life to use derogatory, hurtful, negative and harm-
ful words. Listening to the news, podcasts or reading news-
papers or magazines, its common to read about someone
using hurtful language.

I guess people don't think their words matter. My fa-
ther stuttered. My brother and I suspect he left school in
the fourth grade because he was taunted and harassed. It’s
not unusual to read about a middle or high school student
attempting suicide or successfully completing the sad and
tragic act because they were hazed, harassed, belittled,
taunted or tormented by their peers.

I find it particularly disturbing when I read about our
national leaders using derogatory, hateful, belittling, racist,
homophobic, sexist language as a way to describe someone
or groups that they don't like or want them removed for
their own reasons. I often hear people say that kids don't
understand these words. Of course, they do. Let me share a
true story.

When I was principal in Suffield, I had a teacher ask
me to come to her classroom immediately. It was very rare
for this teacher to have a student discipline problem, so I
went immediately to the classroom and found the teacher
in the hall with a young boy. She said to the student, “Tell
the principal what you called me.” He said, “I didn't call you
anything”

By this time the student’s mother appeared. The teacher
said again, “Tell your mother what you called me”

Again, he denied calling the teacher a name. His moth-
er insisted the boy tell her what he said. Finally, he said, “I
called the teacher a bitch.” The mother was aghast and said,
“Where did you hear that language? We never use that lan-
guage” The boy looked mom in the eye and said, “Dad calls
you that all the time””

This now humorous story points out that kids may not
always understand the words we use, but they certainly un-
derstand the tone. They know when some things are said,
it hurts. They use hurtful words on the playground when
adults aren’t around. But today we find disturbing words
being used by all kinds of leading figures.

Young people mimic adults. If it's okay for so and so to
use hateful words, it must be okay for them to use them.
I know before I retired, we spent considerable time trying
to dissuade kids from such language, often successfully, but

P.A. Bland & Associates

Family Owned Insurance Agency Since 1990

We wish all a
Happy Valeitines Day

Please stay safe
and healthy!

Patricia & Jerry Bland

123 Mountain Road
Suffield, CT 06078
Office: (860) 668-3908

pablandinsuranceagency @gmail.com

Gardeny_
Solutions

Personalized Garden Services

Consultations, Design and Planting to Beautify Your Property
On-Going Care & Maintenance  Over 25 Years Garden Experience

Contact Debbie at 860-944-3170

not always. That concern is still relevant to teachers, ad-

ministrators, and parents. Think before you speak. Young
people take cues from you. Words do hurt!

Mel Chafetz

Editor of the Month

Leave Me to My Own Devices ‘

I am worried about screen time. And as I toddle around,
sometimes I feel that the cards are stacked against those of us
who are. For some reason, everywhere I go, there seems to be a
TV blaring in my ear. The other morning, I crossed the state line
to fill up with gas in the wee hours. As soon as I selected my gas
type, some guy came on the screen trying to lure me in to the sta-
tion’s convenience store so I could stock up on Monster drinks.
Now I am at my peak energy level at 4 a.m., so this request was
especially ridiculous, and I just didn’t want to hear it.

A few weeks ago, we went out to dinner at an establishment
in town, and the hostess sat us down at a table right under a
huge, blaring TV. If I wanted to watch TV, I could stay home. My
partner noticed me twitching and called the waitress over and
asked her to shut it off . This necessitated finding and figuring
out the remote, and it appeared that no one had ever made such
a crazy request. And these days if I go to a doctor’s appointment,
I always bring my bookbag and plan to settle in, catch up on my
book and wait. But all the offices appear to have added a TV in
their waiting room which is loudly announcing all of the possible
catastrophic illnesses that await, and by the time I see the doc I
am in a cold sweat.

At any rate, it is all too much. Too many big screens with
folks shouting at me. All I want to do is to curl up in the fetal
position clutching my book to my chest. Is that too much to ask?

Abby Wolcott
Columnist

Letter to the
Editor

Write to
Inbox@TheSuffieldObserver.com

Clearing Main
Street
Sidewalks

Dear Editor

Year round, I, as many in
this town, enjoy the beau-
ty of our Main Street. Most
often, I am driving through
town and most recently
have appreciated the lovely
holiday lights that brighten
the cold winter evenings.
On other occasions I en-
joy walking and sometimes
jogging in this safe, flat and
beautiful area. There are
many others that I encoun-
ter on the sidewalks. Some
are pushing strollers, walk-
ing their dogs or having
conversational walks with
friends. This is a very popu-
lar area with town folk.

I wish to thank the
homeowners who take the
responsibility of clearing the
sidewalks after snowstorms
to keep the well-used paths
safe to use. [ appreciate their
diligence and their commit-
ment to keeping the side-
walks usable during the
winter season.

Joan Heffernan

A Love Match

Continued from page 1

called Joanne and told her they
were getting a little boy, who
they named David, straight

vania where Joanne taught 4th
grade.

In 1971 Dave accepted a
supervisory position at Con-
necticut General Insurance
Company (now Cigna) where
he remained for 30 years, trav-
eling 23 of them to set up field
offices, until his retirement.
Joanne taught 2nd grade in
Somers, and they lived in En-
field.

On February 14, 1973, Jo-
anne advised her principal that
she and Dave were seeking to
adopt a child, and assured him
that the process could take sev-
eral years. Later that day, Dave

from the hospital. Joanne re-
signed her teaching position
that day to be home with their
newborn.

In 1974, while approved for
a second adoption, Joanne got
pregnant and their daughter
Rebecca was born March 25,
1975.

When the kids were older,
Joanne returned to teaching,
first at St. Bernard’s and then
later at Parkman in Enfield.
Dave retired in 2001, Joanne in
2006. They moved to Suffield
in 2005 so Dave, an avid racket
sportsman, could be closer to
tennis and paddle ball courts.

Pilgr

N

im Barber Shop
& Styling Salon

Find us at 35 High Str
across from Coldwell Banker Realty.
860-668-0170 or 413-244-7679

—

eet, Suffield, CT

The Thayers have three
grandchildren. Son David has
Michael, 27, while Rebecca
and her husband Todd Zanzac
have Josh, 19, who plays ten-
nis for Nichols College, and
Joseph, 16, who is at Suffield
High School.

When asked for the secret
of their longevity, Joanne re-
plied that they have always
looked out for each other’s wel-
fare. “We come first for each
other. We have a lot of the same
interests, but also separate in-
terests, and our faith has kept
our union strong.” 38
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TOWN GOVERNMENT

February

Commission Meetings

Please check the Town of Suffield website
for time, location or schedule changes.

ACCE
Thu., Feb. 5 & 12
7 p.m., Town Hall

Conservation Comm.
Tue., Feb.10 & 24
7 p.m., Town Hall

Economic Dev. Comm.
Thurs., Feb. 19
8:30 a.m., Town Hall

Education, Board of
Mon., Feb. 2 &
Thu., Feb. 19
6:30 p.m., SHS

Finance, Board of
Mon., Feb. 9 & 23
7 p-m., Town Hall

Fire Commission
Tues., Feb. 10
7 p.m.
Fire Station, Ratley Road

Historic District
Comm.
Mon., Feb. 2
7:30 p.m., Town Hall

KML Commission
Tues., Feb. 10
7 p.m., Town Hall

Parks & Rec. Comm.
Wed., Feb. 11
7 p.m., Town Hall

Perm. Bldg. Comm.
Thurs., Feb. 19
7 p.m., Town Hall

P&Z Commission
Mon., Feb. 23
7 p-m., Town Hall

Police Commission
Wed., Feb. 25
7 p.m., Police Station

Selectmen, Board of
Wed., Feb. 4 & 18
7 p.m., Town Hall

Social Service
Commission
Fri., Feb 6
8:30 a.m., SCA Office

WPCA
Tues., Feb 10
7 p.m., WPCA
844 East St. South

Zoning Board of Appeals
Tue., Feb. 24
7 p.m., Town Hall

Zantos.

Suff 1eld

Flrst Selectman’s Update

Colin Moll
Happy New Year and look-
ing forward to another great
year in Suffield. There’s already
a lot happening, here are some
updates.
Board of Selectmen:

The Board of Selectmen
(BOS) and Board of Finance
(BOF) are currently in discus-
sions for bond issuance dates
and the potential for adding
other large capital projects that
require immediate need. The
current open bond that the
Town approved last year has the
Town Wide Radio Project and
School HVAC Projects in it.
The additional projects will ul-
timately need approval at Town
Meeting which we hope to pres-
ent towards the end of February
or beginning of March in order
to add the debt to this upcom-
ing fiscal year budget. The proj-
ects for discussion include:

« Replacement of culverts and
bridges at Copper Hill Road,
Hickory Street, Suffield Street,
Spruce Street, River Boulevard,
and Boston Neck Road.

o Full road replacement of
Phelps Road

+ Replacement of the shingled
roof at the High School

o Floor replacement at the
High School

Follow along at our next few
BOS/BOF meetings.

As the BOS continues to
find ways to meet the State
mandated affordable housing
requirements, we are current-
ly looking at opting into the
Connecticut Municipal Devel-
opment Authority. The state
formed quasi organization al-

lows for the creation of “devel-
opment zones” in Town centers
or transit areas that allow for
zoning changes to make devel-
opment easier. It also provides
the opportunity for funding of
projects where funds normally
would not be available. Follow
along at BOS meetings as we
continue to discuss and move
forward with plans. As a re-
minder, the BOS has chosen to
potentially look at expanding
our Housing Authority, which
is located on Bridge Street, to
meet these needs.

Our Permanent Building
Commission continues their
work on the Facilities Master
Plan. They've recently hired ar-
chitectural firm, Tecton, to do
an educational specification
for the Middle School as part
of the study to understand the
needs there. Tecton was also
hired to study Fire House 1.

As a reminder, road re-
placement work will continue
until June on Quarry Road,
which has left the road closed
for any thru traffic.

We expect to finally begin
work on the fully funded Lo-
cal Transportation Capital Im-
provement Program (LOTCIP)
grant for the Farmington Canal
Trail that will include new fenc-
ing and repaving of the path.

We also recently received
right-of-way approvals from
two of the three homes on Ma-
pleton, which gets us closer to
being able to add the sidewalk
there that was funded 5 years
ago. We have asked DOT to ap-
prove the design.

Pleased to announce that
Suffield was awarded the Safe
Streets and Roads For All grant
in the amount of $2.4 million.
This federally funded grant will
go towards our Suffield Volun-
teer Ambulance Association,
Police Department, and Pub-
lic Works. Some of the projects

include creating a school safe-
ty zone in front of McAlister
and the Middle School which
includes sidewalks on both
sides, crosswalks, and speeding
signs, and the potential to start
adding speed cameras on our
roads. Speed cameras will re-
quire Town Meeting approval
,50 stay tuned.
Upcoming events:

Trees for Suffield invites all
5th graders to enter the Arbor
Day Poster Contest. All sub-
missions are due by March 6th.
Check out ctpa.org/arbor-day/
for contest details.

Budget development is al-
ready underway. Follow along
towards the end of February at
BOF meeting if interested.

Don't forget to check out
the programs at KML and our
Community Services.

Check out the “Taste of
Suffield” contest run by our
Economic Development Com-
mission to support local restau-
rants this month.

Plans for Americas 250th
are ongoing. Stay tuned for up-
dates.

And as always, my door at
Town Hall is always open.

Star Award
g® goesto

"Ed Danek, Jr.

Suffield Resident, Ed Danek
Jr. Hartford Federal Credit
Union (HFCU) President and
Chief Executive Officer has
been named a 2025 CEO win-
ner of the Hartford Business
Journal’s C-Suite Awards. The
award recognizes top execu-
tives for their leadership and
lasting contributions to both
their orgranizations and their
communities. Mr. Danek has
led HFCU for 35 years and un-
der his leadership, more than
$350,000 has gone to charita-
ble casues. since 2023.

David Kelly
david@spellmankellyfanous.com
Mobile: 860 543 9247

« Criminal Defense, DUI
« Mediation/Divorce

- Family Law

+ Crime victim advocacy

Our Experience. Your Advantage.

SPELLMAN, KELLY & FANOUS LLC

Attorneys At Law

www.spellmankellyfanouslaw.com

Victoria Spellman

Retired « Estate and Tax Planning; Wills and Trusts
. « Probate
133 Mountain Road + Commercial transactions, purchases/sales,
Suffield, CT 06078 start-ups

Phone: 860 668 6476

+ Also admitted in MA and NY

Beth Fanous
beth@spellmankellyfanous.com
Mobile: 917 805 5780
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Compiled by Kate Spoto

Too busy to look up
what’s going on in town?
This article covers selected
information from the min-
utes of various Town Boards
and Commissions. If you
want more details, it can be
found by going to suffieldct.
gov, Agendas, Minutes, Re-
cordings.

Board of Education

December 15, 2025

Youth Voices Survey

Results

« Bonnie Smith and Luke
Smith, both of B. Weyland
Smith  Consulting, LLC,
presented the 2025 Youth
Voices Survey results.The
anonymous survey exam-
ined youth lifestyles, mental
health, bullying, substance
use, and related risk and
protective factors, with data
analyzed by subgroup.

» Key findings includ-
ed continued improvement
in reported bullying over
the past three years, though
classroom bullying remains
the most prevalent location.
Students reported improved
levels of stress, worry and
anxiety compared to pri-
or survey results. Substance
use rates remain relatively
low, with peers identified as
a significant source of sup-
port. The presentation em-
phasized a particular focus

Town News You May Not Know

on middle school students,
prevention efforts related to
substance use, and strategies
for teaching students how to
access support.

Board of Selectmen
Special Meeting
December 15, 2025

Appointment of an alter-
nate member of the Plan-
ning & Zoning Commis-
sion to fill the remainder of
Jeft Girard's term through
November 20, 2027

o First Selectman Moll
noted that two volunteers
had expressed interest in
appointment as an alternate
member of the Planning &
Zoning Commission: Kev-
in Keane, who was recom-
mended by the Democratic
Town Committee, and San-
dra Janik.

o Selectman Hill moved
to nominate Kevin Keane as
an alternate member of the
Planning & Zoning Com-
mission to fill the remainder
of Jeft Girard's term through
November 20, 2027.

o Discussion ensued,
with Selectman Harrington
noting that both submis-
sions were very well writ-
ten and thoughtful. She ex-
pressed her appreciation for
the quality of the submis-
sions as well as for both in-
dividuals stepping forward
to potentially fill the role.

First Selectman Moll echoed
Selectman Harrington's
comments.

« Vote: 5-0 in favor. Mo-
tion passed unanimously.

Appointment of an alter-
nate member to the Ethics
Commission to fill the re-
mainder of Dan Vindigni's
term through June 30, 2026

« First Selectman Moll
noted that the Democratic
Town Committee recom-
mended Michelle Zawawi to
fill the role. He commented
that he had worked with Ms.
Zawawi over the past four
years in her role as Assis-
tant Superintendent, during
which time he developed a
strong working relationship
with her and felt that she
performed outstandingly in
that position.

o First Selectman Moll
moved to appoint Michelle
Zawawi as an alternate
member to the Ethics Com-
mission to fill the remain-
der of Dan Vindigni's term
through June 30, 2026.

+Vote: 5-0 in favor. Mo-
tion passed unanimously.

Economic Development-
December 18, 2025

Passport Drawing

o The annual Suffield
Small Business Saturday
Passport promotion ran for
a week and had 19 partic-
ipating businesses. The 50

completed passports were
entered into the drawing for
gift cards.

« EDC Commissioners
gathered and drew three
winners from the entries.
The video-taped drawing
will be posted on the Town
website.

Commission Projects

Update

o Ms. Demko distributed
a spread sheet with a list of
Commission projects. Mem-
bers discussed the status of
the projects and directions
for proceeding on them.

« Preliminary plans to re-
design the entrance to Sun-
rise Park are in the works.
That project may be one that
a grant could be applied for.

o 'There was discussion
about the renovations to the
Town greens and what the
scope might be.

EDC Projects Report

o Mr. Kuzontkoski dis-
tributed his written report
summarizing the activi-
ties in the Light Industrial,
Commercial and Town Cen-
ter Village District zones for
the month.

o The Buddhist medita-
tion center Nalandabodhi
had a well-attended ribbon
cutting ceremony at their
new facility at 1380 Moun-
tain Rd.

o The solar array on

Mountain Road by the land-
fill is underway, with the so-
lar company paying leasing
fees to the Town.
Police Commission
December 17, 2025

o Officers made 12 ar-
rests between 11/14/25 and
12/11/2025.

« Officers have responded
to multiple calls for mental
health concerns in the last
month. Risk Protection Or-
ders are being completed for
most of the emergency com-
mittals, which is extremely
time consuming. The Social
Work Intern is being uti-
lized for follow-up.

Planning and Zoning

December 15, 2025
Report On New Connecti-
cut Housing Bill

o Mr. Hawkins, Direc-
tor of Planning & Develop-
ment, distributed a memo
he prepared regarding
Housing Bill HB 8002. The
memo contains an overview
of the new municipal re-
sponsibilities created under
this act.

« The State Office of Pol-
icy and Management is ex-
pected to issue guidelines on
the legislation by March of
2026.

« Some of the regulations
will be mandatory and oth-
ers are optional or can be
handled regionally. 3

Taste of Suffield Encourages Dining Local

By Chad Kuzontkoski

Winter is traditional-
ly a slower season for local
restaurants, and this year the
Town of Sufhield is encour-
aging residents to turn win-
ter nights into an opportuni-
ty to support local business-
es through our promotional
program - Taste of Suffield.

Now through March,

diners who eat at Suffield
restaurants can submit two
receipts online through
email or the Economic De-
velopment Facebook page
for a chance to win a $200
gift card to their favorite lo-
cal restaurant. Whether it’s a
cozy dinner out, take-out on
a cold night, or trying a new
spot in town, every meal

helps strengthen Suffield’s
local economy.

Taste of Suffield is de-
signed to keep local dollars
circulating in the community
while giving residents an easy
reason to dine out during
the winter months. No cou-
pons or special menus are
required — just enjoy a meal
and enter to win.

Email receipts to Eco-
nomic Development Spe-
cialist Chad Kuzontkoski
at ckuzontkoski@suffieldct.
gov, Additional details and
entry information can be

found on the Town of Suff-
ield website - SuffieldCT.
gov 3

Craig Tini, D.D.S.
== Family and Cosmetic Dentistry lﬂ

Preventive - Periodontics - Veneers - Crowns & Bridges - Whitening - Bonding - Implants
Evening and Saturday Appointments Available
215 Suffield Village, Suffield, CT 06078 « www.suffieldvillagedental.com

860 668-4431

Sufﬁeld Vﬂlage Dental, P.C.

Christopher Stone

STONE INSURANCE

OF SUFFIELD

Your Health and Life Insurance Store

68 Bridge Street, Suite 207

www.StonelnsuranceLLC.com

Certified in Medicare Advantage Plans
and Traditional Medicare Supplements

(860) 668-6867

Suffield, CT

1425 MAPLETON AVE.

TREE SERVICE
860-668-4159

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
IN SUFFIELD FOR OVER 60 YEARS

COMPLETE TREE MAINTENANCE &
REMOVAL AT REASONABLE PRICES

NATE SIKES

CT LICENSED TREE ARBORIST
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Captain’s SUFFIELD FIRE DEPARTMENT SUFFIELD POLICE DEPARTMENT
INCIDENT REPORT ACTIVITY REPORT
[ ]
C()rner . November/December 2025 November/December 2025
Fire Safety During REASONS # OF CALLS
Winter Storms REASONS # OF CALLS 911 Hang-Up 16/14
By Captain Ron Carlson Structure fire 4/2 Abandoned Vehicle 0/0
Winter storms can hap- Rescue/emerg. medical (EMS), other  1/0 Animal Complaint 50/30
pen almost anywhere. They Outside rubbish fire 0/1 Animal Impound 0/0
can cause us problems. Medical assist 1/0 Arson 0/0
Know what to do before, Excess. heat, scorch burns w/no ignit. 0/1 Assault/Fight 0/0
during and after a storm. Emerg. med. service (EMS) incident  1/5 Assist Citizen 33/39
This will help keep you and Flammable gas or liq. condition other 1/1 Assist Motorist 17/18
your family safe from a Extrication, rescue 0/2 Background Investigation 0/0
winter fire. Chem. release, reaction, or toxic cond. 1/3 Body Found 0/0
o Test all smoke alarms. Combustible/flammable spills & leaks 0/2 Breach of Peace 0/0
Do this at least once a Electrical wiring/equipment problem  1/0 Burglar Alarm 36/37
month. Service call, other 1/0 Burglary 1/0
This way you will know Person in distress 6/3 Car Seat 1/1
they are working. Install Smoke, odor problem 1/0 Cell Block Check 0/0
carbon monoxide alarms Water problem 0/1 Civil Matter 1/1
in your home. Test the Public service assistance 2/1 Community Policing - School 27/14
alarms. Unauthorized burning 3/0 Community Policing Contact 56/51
o Plan two ways out Cover assign.,standby at stat., move-up 1/0 CVS Drop Box 1/1
of the home in case of an Dispatched and canceled en route 1/1 Directed Patrol 224/158
emergency. Controlled burning 2/0 Disorderly 1/3
Clear driveway and HazMat release invest. w/no HazMat  1/3 Domestic Disturbance 2/6
front walk of ice and snow. Steam, other gas mistaken for smoke 1/1 Drone Use 0/0
This will provide easy ac- System or detector malfunction 4/0 DUI/Erratic Operation 6/8
cess to your home. Unintentional system/detector Escort Transport 2/3
» Make sure your house operation (no fire) 12/14 Fingerprints 11/15
number can be seen from False alarm and false call, other 0/1 Fire Dept. Box/Hazmat/
the street. If you need help, Still/Confirmed/Structure 20/21
firefighters will be able to TOTAL: 45/42 Firearms Surrender 1/0
find you. Mutual Aid Given: 1/0 Follow Up 1/4
o Be ready in case the Mutual Aid Received  1/3 Fraud 3/5
power goes out. Have flash- General Information 30/22
lights on hand. Also have Harassment 1/0
battery-powered lighting o Generators should be stops working. Use extra Hazardous Condition 23/18
and fresh batteries. Never used outdoors. Keep them layers of clothes and blan- Identity Theft 0/0
use candles. away from windows and kets to stay warm. If you use Indecent Exposure/Sex Offense 0/0
o Stay aware of winter doors. Do notrunagenera- an emergency heat source, Intoxicated Person 1/0
weather. Listen to the tele- tor inside your garage, even keep anything that can burn Juvenile Matters 4/2
vision or radio for updates. if the door is open. at least three feet away. Larceny 4/1
Watch for bulletins online. « Stay away from downed o Turn portable heat- Lost/Found Property 8/3
o Check on neighbors. wires. Report any downed ers oftf when you leave the M/V Accident No Injury/Injury/
Check on others who may wires to authorities. room. Turn them off when Evading 29/36
need help. o Be ready if the heat you go tobed. 36 Medical 102/93
o o ’ N Mentally Disturbed Person 4/2
CltlZBIl S P OllCB Academy P I’Ogl’am Missing Person/Runaway 0/0
Motor Vehicle Pursuit 0/2
By Geoffrey Miner at the Suffield Police Depart-  668-3870 or stop by the police Motor Vehicle Theft 1/1
Are you interested in ment every Thursday from department. 38 Motor Vehicle Violation 165/115
learning more about the op- 6pm to 8 p.m. starting March Narcotics Violation 1/0
erations at the Suffield Police 26 and running until May 14. Noise Complaint 2/0
Department? If so, we en- For more information or Notification 10/5
courage you to apply to the to get an application please Occupational Accident 0/1
Citizen’s Police Academy. This contact Sgt. Geoffrey Miner Outside Assist 16/25
free program is being offered at gminer@suffieldct.gov 860- Parking Violation 1/4
Property Check 840/760
. Pursuit Review 0/1
_ Personal {n]ury Robbery 0/0
S Auto Accidents Sexual Assault 0/0
| Real Estate Subpoena Service 0/0
Criminal Sudden Death 1/3
el ] Suicide Attempt 0/1
Murphy, Laudati, Kiel (¥ Alfano LLC ]]i/?Sl’?eS:g ¢ Corp. Suspicious Acfivity 20/26
ediation e
o I . Suspicious Person 3/5
ATTORNEYS AT LAW Estate Planning Suspicious Vehicle 38/20
Probate Threatening 0/0
Workers Comp Town Ordinance 0/0
Traffic Control/School Traffic 93/71
Training 2/3
Trespassing 31
Use of Force - Admin 0/0
Vandalism 1/1
Warrant Service 2/0
% 860-674-8296 Welfare Check 9/14
Offices in Suffield, Granby, Farmington, & Avon. MLKALaw.com TOTAL: 1,924/1,665
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Community Calendar
February 2026

Now through Taste of Suffield encourages dining local. You could win a $200 restaurant gift card!

March
February

Sun, Feb 1
Feb 2 to 28
Wed, Feb 4
Fri, Feb 6
Fri, Feb 6
Sat, Feb 7
Sat, Feb 7
Sun, Feb 8
Sun, Feb 8

Thur, Feb 12

Thur, Feb 12

Fri, Feb 13 to
Sat, Feb 28

Sat, Feb 14
Fri, Feb 20
Fri, Feb 20

Fri, Feb 20

Mar 3 to Apr
21

Fri, Mar 6

Fri, Mar 6

Fri, Mar 6

Sat, Mar 7
Sat, Mar 14
Sun, Mar 15

Tues, Mar 17
to May 12

Email receipts to ckuzontkoski@suflieldct.gov in Economic Development.  (pg 4)

Artwork from Granville, MA resident Kim Velky displayed at the Kent Memorial
Library - Regular KML hours, Pinney Gallery, w/Suffield Arts Council. ~ (pg 31)

Full Moon Walk - 5 p.m. at the Suffield Land Conservancy Grand St. property, enter
north of the driveway for 1466 South Grand. An SLC member will direct you. Free.

“There’s SNOW better time to read!”, at KML. The winter reading program has a
great line up of programs and prizes for adults and kids. (pg20)

Amiel and Mary Anne Zak Public Service Fund is accepting dgrant applications -
Zoom info session at 1 p.m. Email CommPhil@greaterhartfordgives.org. (pg 26)

First Selectman Coffee Hour - 8:30 to 9:30 a.m., at Cafe Barista, 66 N. Main. 10%
discount on your drink order.

Poker Night - Texas Holdem - First Friday of the month. Doors open at 6 p.m.,
game starts at 7 p.m. Upstairs at the VFW hall. $40 buy-in. Must be 21 or older.

Veterans Breakfast - 9 to 11 a.m. All Veterans and family members are welcome. At
the VFW Hall, 972 Sheldon St., West Suffield.

Book Collection for the Annual Library Book Sale - 9:30 to noon. Drive up to the
Mary Anne Zak entrance where volunteers will help you.

SFES Classic Pickleball Tournament - 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., Suffield Pickleball, 15 Kenny
Roberts Memorial Drive. SFES.org to sign up.

MLK Event - 3 p.m. at Third Baptist Church, 188 Kent Ave. The Suffield Interfaith
Council Sponsors a Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Service. All are welcome.  (pg9)

Paczki Day Celebration - 10 a.m. in person. At Suffield Ambulance Center with the
Polish Historical Society. Free Pgczki, traditional fat tuesday treats and coffee. (pg 9)

Meet the Artist reception with Kim Velky - 6 to 8 p.m. in the Pinney gallery at
KML w/Sufhield Arts Council. (pg31)

Holidazed performed by Suffield Players - 8 ¥.m. Fri & Sat evenings, 2 p.m. Sun.
Subtitles Feb 14, 20 and 22. At Mapleton Hall. Tickets at SuffieldPlayers.org. (pg 31)

Home-delivered Senior Valentines meals - call Lori ngch at 860-668-5122 by Feb 5
to reserve a meal. Friends of Suffield and Suffield Academy sponsoring.  (pg31)

First Selectman Coffee Hour - 8:30 to 9:30 a.m., at Cafe Barista, 66 N. Main. 10%
discount on your drink order.

Open Mic Coffee House & Talent Show - 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. (doors open at 5:15), at
the Suffield Senior Center. Free to attend, Snacks & beverages on sale. (pg27)

Purse & Power Tool Bingo! - 6 p.m., American Legion Hall, 566 Enfield St., Enfield.
Suffield High Class of 2026 benefit. Email sschrager@suflield.org for tickets. (pg 18)

Drafting the Drama - A playwriting workshop with Matt Bissett. 6 to 8:30 p.m.,
Tues evenings at Mapleton Hall. Register at SuffieldPlayers.org. Cost $375. (pg 31)

Roaring 20’s Party & Mock Casino Night- 5:30 to 8 p.m., at the Senior Center.
Activities for all ages. Register at SuffieldRec.com. $10, age 2 and under free. (pg 27)

DEADLINE! Arbor Day Poster Contest for 5th Graders! “My Favorite Tree in M
town”. Mail in your entry by Feb 27. Details at www.ctpa.org/arborday/. (pg 3§

DEADLINE! Zak Public Service Fund Grant Application. Please eMail
CommPhil@greaterhartfordgives.org for access to the online application. (pg 26)

Book Collection for the Annual Library Book Sale - 9:30 to noon. Drive up to the
Mary Anne Zak entrance where volunteers will help you.

Spring & St. Patrick’s Weekend Hike/Walk celebrating America’s 250th Anniversary
-1 to 3 p.m., at Sunrise Park. Guided hike and fun workshop for all skill levels.

Samplers with Alexandra Peters, Historian - 2 p.m. at the Suffield Police meetin
room. Historical Society collaboration with Phelps-Hatheway House. Free. (pg9

Cold-Case Christiani‘% Video Series - 6:30 to 8 p.m. 9 Tuesdays. At Kent Memorial
Library. Register at Suffield-library.org or call 860-668-3896. Free. (pg 21)

Thurs, Mar 26 Suffield Citizens Police Academy, 6 to 8 p.m. Thurs Mar 26 to May 14. At Suffield

to May 14
Sat, Mar 28

Sun, Mar 29
Sat, Apr 4
Tue, Apr 14
Sat, Apr 25

Fri, May 1 to
Sat, May 16

Police Department. Register w/ gminer@suflieldct.gov or 860-668-3870.  (pg 5)

Dancing with the Stars of Suffield - 6 p.m., at the Fred Astaire Dance Studio, 68
Bridge St., Tickets for Desserts and Dancing from recreation@sufhieldct.gov. (pg 27)

Sustainable Suffield Repair Café - 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Bring your broken items to the
Suffield Senior Center to get them fixed for free!

Revolutionary Era Suffield Mini-Bus Tour - at 1 }i:m. and 2:30 p.m. Reserve at
rsvphistory@gmail.com. SHS collaboration with Parks & Rec. $10 pp. (pg9)

America250 Commemorative Process - Bill Sullivan’s American Studies Class will
present on Suffield’s preparations - 7 p.m. at the Suffield Police meeting room. (pg 9)

Dedication of the Liberty Tree in celebration of the 250th anniversary of American
independence - 4 p.m., in veterans memorial park south of the library.

20th Century Blues performed by the Suffield Players - 8 p.m. Fri & Sat, 2 p.m. Sun.
Subtitles May 2, 18, 16. At Mapleton Hall. Tickets at SuffieldPlayers.org.

BETTER, FASTER,
STRONGER than before!

+ 12 Convenient Locations Serving CT for over 25 Years

« Over 55 Specialized Physical Therapists & Certified Athletic Trainers

« Cutting-Edge Treatment Methods

+ Actively Involved in the Suffield Community

+ Committed to Quality, Compassionate Care & Clinical Expertise

Learn more at INntegRehab.com

Homeowner's Program Open
for Applications

By Lisa Trase, CCMAII
Assessor

The Assessor’s office ad-
ministers the Elderly/To-
tally Disabled Homeown-
er’s program annually. This
program will allow a credit
on the July real estate tax
bill to qualified taxpayers.
The 2025 income limits are
$46,300 for an unmarried
homeowner and $56,500 for
married homeowners. Ap-
plicants must have owned
their home by October 1,
2025, live in their home,
must be residents of this
state, must have reached age
65 by December 31, 2025 or
be totally disabled. The fil-
ing period opens on Mon-
day, February 2, 2026 and
will end on Friday, May 15,
2026.

New applicants must ap-
ply by May 15, 2026. Any
current recipient of the ben-
efit who has received a letter
from the Assessor’s office re-
minding them to apply this
year must also apply no later
than May 15, 2026 in order
to continue to receive the
benefit. Proof of income for

2025 is needed to apply. In-
come includes:

o Social Security Benefit
Statement (1099 Form for
2025). This must be sub-
mitted if you and/or your
spouse receive Social Secu-
rity benefits.

o Federal Income Tax Re-
turn (If you file).

« If you do not file an in-
come tax return, statements
of 2025 taxable income -in-
cluding Taxable Pensions,
IRAs, Interest, Dividends,
Wages, etc., in addition to
the Social Security State-
ment must be provided.

Applications for addi-
tional veterans benefits are
also being taken, with a
deadline of September 30
for that program. The same
income guidelines apply.

Applications are filed
online in the Assessor’s Of-
fice. The office is open Mon-
day - Thursday from 8 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. and on Friday
from 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.

If you have any ques-
tions, please feel free to call
the Assessor’s office at (860)
668-3866. 38

Need a Medicare
Health Plan?

I’'m certified to sell many plans from
multiple carriers - even those you see on TV!

Call Paul Ford | 860-618-4447

Licensed Insurance Agent

Brooks, Todd & McNeil
155 Hazard Ave Enfield

Not affiliated with the government or Federal Medicare program

Appliances
Furniture

Junk Removal

Construction Debris

Scott’s Discount Hauling

We Remove Your Unwanted ltems

Less expensive than a dumpster!
We do the work for you!
Call Scott at 860-716-0555(c)

We accept Visa/MC

e Attic, Garage and Barn
Clean Quts

e Whole House Clean
Outs

Prime Retail & Office Space Available
In Suffield Center

Suffield Economic Development Commission 860-668-3848
www.suffieldet.gov/departments/pz/ede
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Food For Thought

Compiled by Beth Chafetz
Freedom Day - February 1

"To be free is not merely to
cast off one's chains, but to live
in a way that respects and en-
hances the freedom of others."
— Nelson Mandela

"Rightful liberty is unob-
structed action according to
our will within limits drawn
around us by the equal rights
of others." — Thomas Jefferson

Groundhog Day
February 2

"To shorten winter, borrow
some money due in spring."
- W. J. Vogel

"This is one time where
television really fails to cap-
ture the true excitement of a
large squirrel predicting the
weather." — Phil Connors

Thank a Mail Carrier Day
February 4

“Postal employees regular-
ly go above and beyond to pro-
tect the lives of the people they
serve, including elderly or dis-
abled customers, through the
Carrier Alert Program. In
2024, the Postal Service rec-
ognized 109 heroic employees
through the Postmaster Gen-
eral Heroes’ Program.

“The Postal Service em-
ploys nearly 70,000 military
veterans, making it one of the
largest employers of veter-
ans in the country. The Postal
Service is the heart of the $1.9
trillion United States mail-
ing industry, which employs
more than 7.9 million people.”
- usps.com

Weatherman’s Day - Feb. 5

“Weathermen merely fore-
cast rain to keep everyone else
off the golf course”

- Larry David

“Weather forecast for to-
night: dark” - George Carlin

Hershey’s Chocolate
founded - February 9
“Put ‘eat chocolate’ on the
top of your list of things to do
today. That way, you'll get at
least one thing done”
- Unknown
“After about 20 years of
marriage, I'm finally starting
to scratch the surface of that
one [what women want]. And
[ think the answer lies some-
where between conversation
and chocolate”
- Mel Gibson
Valentine’s Day
February 14
"Love has nothing to do
with what you are expecting to
get-only with what you are ex-
pecting to give-which is every-
thing."
- Katharine Hepburn
"Love is always patient and
kind. It is never jealous. Love is
never boastful or conceited. It
is never rude or selfish. It does
not take offense and is not re-
sentful. Love takes no pleasure
in other people’s sins, but de-

R IMEE I
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Don't let this market melt away, call us today!

THE BANAK TEAM

860-668-3100 _

P 'T.I"' G

y
!:DU:IWELI- 'BMKEE__

a
Hello February!

lights in the truth. It is always
ready to excuse, to trust, to
hope, and to endure whatever
comes.

- 1 Corinthians 13:4-7
Presidents’ Day - February
16

"Think about every prob-
lem, every challenge, we face.
The solution to each starts with
education.”

- George H.W. Bush

"You cannot extend the
mastery of government over
the daily life of a people without
somewhere making it master of
people's souls and thoughts.
Every step in that direction
poisons the very roots of lib-
eralism. It poisons political
equality, free speech, free press,
and equality of opportunity. It
is the road not to more liberty
but to less liberty." -
Herbert Hoover

Celebrating 50 years of Dedication and Service to the
Connecticut and Massachusetts Communities

— Respectfully Family Owned, and Operated

“Owr 'Fanulg - Your Heritage”

Random Acts of Kindness
Day - February 17
"In a world where you
can be anything, be kind."
- Unknown
"If you want to lift your-
self up, lift up someone
else." — Booker T. Washing-
ton
"Carry out a random act
of kindness, with no ex-
pectation of reward, safe in
the knowledge that one day
someone might do the same
foryou." - Princess Diana
Quiet Day - February 25
"Let silence be the art you
practice.” - Rumi
"Silence is a source of
great strength." - Lao Tzu
American History Month
"Humankind has not wo-
ven the web of life. We are but
one thread within it. What-
ever we do to the web, we do

ANN I"\"‘El—r

'
1976-2026

to ourselves. All things are
bound together. All things
connect." — Chief Seattle
“One is astonished in the
study of history at the recur-
rence of the idea that evil
must be forgotten, distorted,
skimmed over. We must not
remember that Daniel Web-
ster got drunk but only that
he was a splendid constitu-
tional lawyer. We must for-
get that George Washington
was a slave owner . . . and
simply remember the things
we regard as creditable and
inspiring. The difficulty, of
course, with this philosophy
is that history loses its value
as an incentive and example;
it paints perfect man and
noble nations, but it does
not tell the truth.
- W. E. B. DuBois
"Freedom is never more
than one generation away
from extinction."
- Ronald Reagan
Black History Month
‘I had no idea that his-
tory was being made. I was
just tired of giving up."
- Rosa Parks
"Won't it be wonderful
when Black history and Na-
tive American history and
Jewish history and all of U.S.
history is taught from one
book. Just U.S. history."
- Maya Angelou
"For to be free is not
merely to cast off one's
chains, but to live in a way
that respects and enhanc-
es the freedom of others."
— Nelson Mandela
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How we helped
improve
Suffield in 2025

4 B,

16,240 lbs of
organic waste
recycled

\ Public Schools & Town Hall

4 N

116 residents got
free repairs of
household items,
reducing landfill
waste

&

L 3 Repair Cafes hosted
’

O N
N 5 educational
' 9

events held

To join our dedicated group

of volunteers, email us at:
SustainableSuffield@SuffieldCT.gov

4

BRADLEY
AUTOMOTIVE

60-623-3599 ppamss

Check us

OIL COWMIPANY

HOD# 193
e Boilers, Burners, Furnaces, & Oil Tanks

o Qil Delivery - Biofuel Blend
e Automatic Delivery

e Service Contracts

e Prompt Pay Discount

e Senior Citizen Discount

o Military Discount

FREE Cleaning
With 1yr Automatic

Delivery
(New Customers Only)
Exp. 11/1/2026

860-745-2491

178 Mountain Rd, Suite 2C, Suffield, CT

\ WWW.KRUPAOILCOMPANY.COM /

Suffield Celebrates America250

By Kacy Colston

This year all 50 states, and
almost 20,000 cities, towns
and villages commemorate
the 250th anniversary of the
United States, and Suffield is
no exception!

Suffield Parks & Recre-
ation and the Kent Memorial
Library will be hosting anni-
versary programs all year. The
Sibbil Dwight Kent chapter of
the DAR will be celebrating
both their 130th anniversary
and the US. semi-quincen-
tennial. The Suffield Histori-
cal Society already has sever-
al special programs on their
calendar. You can also expect
Trees for Suffield to plant a
red oak tree in celebration
of the 250th anniversary of
American independence.

The Suffield Summer Fair,
already renown for an excep-
tional fireworks show, will
be even bigger and better,
and we can look forward to
live music and a boat parade
at Babbs Beach on the 4th
of July. We can also expect
many of July’s outdoor mov-

ies on the green and con-
certs on the green to have an
America theme.

How can you find out all
the details? Look for Amer-
ica250 under Things To Do
on the town website at www.
suffieldct.gov or click on the
QR code below to go directly
to Suffield’s America250 page.
The page will be updated reg-
ularly as more organizations
finalize their plans. We will
also highlight special events
in neighboring towns and
have included a links to www.

CT250.org for information
on activities across the state.
Are you aware of an event
that we need to make sure
gets onto the calendar? Please
send us a note at Ameri-
ca250@SuffieldCT.gov. 38

SGTF: New Name, Same Mission

By Fred Sweitzer

Happy New Year to our
Suffield Community from
your Suffield Greater To-
gether Community Fund.
To reintroduce ourselves, we
are a program at the Greater
Hartford Gives Foundation
(formerly the Hartford Foun-
dation for Public Giving).
This program (and similar
ones in twenty-eight other
towns within the Founda-
tion’s catchment area) was
established in 2020 to re-
view and recommend to the
Foundation grants for 501-
c3 and non-profit groups
within Suffield. Since 2020,
our local committee has suc-
cessfully recommended thir-
ty-five non-profit groups for
grants totaling $127,000. You
can look forward to reading
about some of the organiza-

tions that received funding in
the last round in future issues
of the Observer.

Our work continues! We
are expecting to open the next
cycle of applications in the
spring of 2026. As of January
1, we have a new name. This
past year was the centennial
of the Hartford Foundation
and, as you may have read in
the Hartford Courant, they
have adopted a new name
and logo, as well as strength-
ened their commitment to
many community programs
(including this one). So, our
new name will be the Suff-
ield Community Fund at the
Greater Hartford Gives Foun-
dation; for many purposes we
will shorten it to the Suffield
Community Fund.

We have recently com-
pleted a volunteer recruit-

Charles J Beyer
Financial Advisor

68 Bridge St
Suffield Village #100
Suffield, CT 06078
860-668-5983

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

edwardjones.com

ing process to add members
to our group and are pleased
to announce the following
new members: Mel Chafetz,
Ashley Fedigan, Saanvi Nal-
la, Chris Nikolis and Mi-
chelle Zawawi. In the coming
months, they will join us in
an examination of assets and
needs in our community and
designing new outreach strat-
egies in preparation for the
next round of grants.

To obtain complete details
about your local committee,
its membership and grant
history, visit Hartford Foun-
dation for Public Giving.org
website, select Greater To-
gether Community Funds,
scroll to Suffield, and review
our history and most recent
grant recipients. And feel free
to contact us at suffield@hfp-
gcommunityfunds.org. 38
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Suffield Historical

Society

By Jackie Hemond
Thursday, February 12
Polish Heritage Society

Paczki Day - Free!

10 a.m. Suffield Ambu-
lance Center, 205 Bridge
Street

In Poland, Fat Thursday
is celebrated the week be-
fore Lent. Join us for Paczki
and coffee!

Sunday, March 15
ABCs of Antique Sam-
plers - Free Program

Alexandra Peter

Sampler Collector &
Historian

2 p.m. Suffield Police
Meeting Room

Samplers explain so
much about the lives of
women in the past.

In collaboration with
the Phelps-Hatheway
House

Saturday, April 4

Mini-Bus Tour:

FEvents

Revolutionary Era Suffield
$10 admission at tour

2 sessions: lp.m. and
2:30 p.m.
Limited Registration

RSVP requested at rsvphis-
tory@gmail.com
In collaboration with
Suffield Parks & Recreation
Tuesday, April 14
America250 -
Free Program
7 p-m. Suffield Police Sta-
tion Meeting Room
Bill Sullivan’s American
Studies class will present
their collaborations with
community partners re-
garding Suffield’s prepara-
tion for Amercas 250 com-
memorative process.
Saturday, April 18
Raindate: April 25
Work Day at the King
House Museum & Barn -
All welcome!
9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 36

MLK Event

The Suffield Interfaith Council Sponsors a
Community Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Service

Sunday, February 8, 2026
3:00 p.m. at Third Baptist Church
188 Kent Ave., Suffield, Conn.
In case of really bad weather the Service will be held on
Sunday, February 15, 2026
3:00 p.m.at Third Baptist Church

MARTIN
LUTHER
KING

* | HAVE A DREAM +

_]ulie Montinieri

ENERGY PRACTITIONER

(I-r) Jaime Smith - Dept. of Agriculture, Rebecca Eddy - Dept. of Agriculture, State Representative Taml
Zawistowski, Seth Bahler - Dairy Farmer, Arthur Spielman - Dairy Farmer, Lt. Governor Susan Bysiewicz, Jon
Hermonot - Dairy Farmer, (mostly hidden) Susan Hastings and State Senator John Kissel celebrate Milk Day
with a milk toast.

Hastings Farm Tour
Six Generations Strong

From a press release

Hastings Farm, the Con-
necticut Milk Promotion
Board and the Connecti-
cut Department of Agricul-
ture invited members of the
media to a special Nation-
al Milk Day farm tour and
milk toast at Hastings Farm
in Suffield, Connecticut. The
event offered an up-close
look at modern dairy farm-
ing, highlighting how local
farm families care for their
cows and produce fresh,
high-quality milk for their
communities. National Milk
Day is celebrated annually
on January 11; this year, it
fell on a Sunday, so the event
was held on the preceding
Friday.

National Milk Day com-
memorates the introduction
of home milk delivery in
glass bottles in 1878. In ad-
dition to its historical sig-
nificance, National Milk
Day underscores the vital
role dairy plays in our dai-
ly lives. Connecticut is home
to more than 80 dairy farms,
with our state's dairy in-
dustry supporting nearly
5,000 jobs and contribut-
ing $2.2 billion annually to
the state’s economy.

During the event, attendees
were guided on a farm tour by
the Hastings family with an op-
portunity to see the cows, learn
about daily routines, and hear
firsthand how the Hastings
family manages a multi-gener-

ation dairy farm that has been
in operation for more than 100
years. The event concluded
with remarks by Susan Hast-
ings of Hastings Farm, Lt. Gov-
ernor Susan Bysiewicz, State
Senator John Kissel, State Rep-
resentative Tami Zawistows-
ki and Representatives from
the Connecticut Milk Promo-
tion Board and Connecticut
Department of Agriculture
followed by a milk toast.

National Milk Day is an
opportunity to celebrate the
hardworking farm families
behind one of Connecticut’s
most nutritious and locally
produced foods — milk — and
to share the care, dedication,
and innovation that go into
dairy farming today. 3

By Beth Chafetz

The  Suffield  Observer
Board of Directors will spon-
sor a scholarship to Suffield
residents who will be enter-
ing an accredited two or four-
year college in September
2026. The scholarship is in
memory of Samuel S. Fuller,

Observer Scholarship Available

the founder of the paper, and
Robert O.Y. Warren, a former
chairman of the board.

The $2,000 scholarship
can be applied for by con-
tacting the guidance depart-
ment at Suffield High School
or Suffield Academy, by re-
questing a form from the

Observer office or online
at www.thesuffieldobserver.
com. Scholarship applica-
tions must be completed and
submitted to the Observer at
inbox@thesuffieldobserver.
com or the Observer office at
P.O. Box 424, Sufhield, Conn.
06078 by May 15, 2026.

860-614-0747
Suffield, CT
bhenergyhealing.com

Chestnut Oak Assoczates

YOUR HOMETOWN REALTORS

Chris Colli

Broker/Owner

Cell: (860) 716-7168 ¢ Email: chris@chestnutoak.com
Office: (860) 668-0234 ¢ Fax: (860) 668-4672
www.chestnutoak.com ¥ (@chestnutoakre

76 Mountain Road, Suffield, CT 06078

Full Service Brokerage

860-668-4501.. ¢ Residential ¢ Commercial ¢ New Construction ¢ Land ¢ Rental

.ask for Mark.

C & G Electric Inc. Call anytime...
Most small jobs scheduled within 1-2 business days.
Routine everyday electrical repair projects for the regular customer.
Advanced Commercial & Residential Projects...
generators/data lines/pools/security

Knowledge + Experience ¢ Results

...and much more! ... see us at www.CandGElecric.com T Lic. ET104189




Page 10

The Suffield Observer

February 2026

First Church Congregational
Welcomes Pastor Christopher Hart

By Elizabeth Kaplan

On January 1, 2026, First
Church Suffield welcomed
Interim Minister Christo-
pher Hart to Suffield. First
Church Congregational in
Suffield is part of the South-
ern New England Confer-
ence of the United Church
of Christ (UCC). It is com-
mon practice in the UCC for
churches to call an Interim
Minister to assist a church in
preparing for and searching
for a settled Senior Minister.
This process can often take
one to two years to accom-
plish the reflection and writ-
ten profile needed during a
leadership change.

Pastor Chris comes to us
with a Master of Divinity

Pastor Christopher Hart

from Eden Theological Sem-
inary and as a current Social
Transformation =~ Doctoral
Student. He is a dynamic fu-
sion of poet, storyteller, pro-
cess theologian and revital-
ization pastor, blending sci-
ence with faith. As a faculty
member of the Interim Min-

istry Network, he’s passion-
ate about empowering com-
munities of faith to grow,
change and flourish. Married
to his high school sweetheart
and father to three children,
he’s alover of long road trips,
good coffee, science fiction,
and homemade creations.
Pastor Chris is the go-to for
helping communities of faith
not just manage but thrive
during times of transition.

Please join us in welcom-
ing Pastor Chris to the com-
munity of Suffield! We en-
courage everyone to join us
Sunday mornings for wor-
ship at 10 a.m. No matter
who you are or where you
are on life's journey, you are
welcome here! 38

First Church of Christ, Congregational

By Amber Bigley

First Church welcomes all
to join in weekly Sunday wor-
ship at 10:00 am., in-person or
virtually through the church
YouTube livestream, continu-
ing on the journey “Together
for Joy!” All are welcome at
First Church of Christ, Con-
gregational UCC of Suffield.
No matter who you are or
where you are on life’s jour-
ney, you are welcome here.

2026 started off with a
blessing! First Church wel-
comed Pastor Chris Hart as
Interim Minister at the begin-
ning of the year. Pastor Chris
preaches Sunday mornings
and offers faithful engage-
ment for all ages during wor-
ship services.

Ash Wednesday, Febru-
ary 18, marks the beginning

of Lent, a season of reflection
and spiritual preparation for
Easter. It's a time for self-ex-
amination, prayer, and faith-
ful focus. Join First Church
in worship at 7:00 p.m. on
Ash  Wednesday, stepping
into the Holy season together
in community.

Go the Extra Mile during
the month of February in
supporting Fidelco Guide
Dog Foundation, Inc. Fidel-
co is dedicated to limitless
potential — to ensuring men
and women who are blind en-
joy increased independence
to improve their lives and the
world around them. All Go-
ing the Extra Mile denoted
giving for the month of Feb-
ruary supports Fidelco. Give
today through the church
giving webpage.

An Open & Affirming

-" T Congregation of the

=l = |/njted Church of Christ

First Church
of Christ

Congregational

81 High Street, Suffield, CT 06078

As disciples of Jesus and stewards of God's creation, we joyfully worship,
faithfully serve, and generously give so lives may be transformed.

www.firstchurchsuffield.org

Sunday Worship

livestream services available

@ 1-860-668-7223

D’Agata-Perry
Granite & Bronze Memorial Cleaning

739 Bloomfield Avenue, Windsor
860-688-5977 | www.dagatagranite.com
Owners Michael & Vanessa Perry

Granite & Bronze
Cemetery Memorials

Distinctive
Bronze Plaques

& Lettering

The Blessing Box, located
right in front of First Church,
is open to our neighbors and
community members to “take
what you need; leave what you
can”. First Church encourag-
es our community to donate
shelf stable food and self-care
items any time. Oft-needed
items include powdered milk,
just-add-water potatoes, mi-
crowaveable whole grain rice,
whole grain pasta, sauces, pea-
nut butter, cereals, and sweets!
Deodorant, 3-in-1 body wash,
toothpaste, and other basic
hygiene items. Please refrain
from donating perishable
foods or expired foods.

First Church hosts Narcot-
ics Anonymous and Alcohol-
ics Anonymous in our build-
ing weekly. Stay connected
to meetings, upcoming news,
events and more through the
church website www.first-
churchsuffield.org.

General inquiries can be
directed to office@fcsuffield.
org. For Pastoral needs, con-
tact Pastor Chris Hart PC@
pastrchris.faith. God bless! 38

Proud children stack the donations.

Photo submitted by the author

West Suffield Congregational
Souper Bowl of Caring

By Pastor Denise Peterson

It’s that time of year again,
our WSCC Souper Bowl
of Caring! On Super Bowl
Sunday, the children collect
non-perishable food items
for the elderly and disabled
in town. The children spend
weeks making announce-
ments, drawing posters, and
organizing the collection
of hundreds of cans of food
(close to 500 last year). It
all makes them so proud to
know that they’ve made a dif-
ference in someone else’s life.

We started this tradition
three years ago in memory of
a parishioner, Deborah Hal-
laday Pierce, a beloved town
schoolteacher and long time
Sunday School teacher. Deb-
bie loved, loved, loved chil-
dren so we thought it appro-
priate to have her be the in-
spiration for this event. The
children collect cans while

we grownups get cooking.
During our service the chil-
dren go out into the congre-
gation and collect the cans.
They pile them high and then
we follow our service with a
potluck of homemade soups
and bread. The children al-
ways sneak up to the sanctu-
ary and make can sculptures
and count their takings.

It is a wonderful, warm
gathering of generations.
The children learn that they
can change the world one
can of food at a time, and the
grownups among us receive
both physical and spiritual
sustenance while we're hav-
ing some fun watching the
kiddos caper about. If you
want to join in on the show,
come on the 18th, laden with
goods and watch the fun. 10
a.m. service as usual.

Blessings on your day,
Denise. 38

YOUR SACRED HEART PARISH FAMILY
INVITES YOU TO JOIN US

FOR THE LENTEN SEASON

Feb. 18: Ash Wednesday
Masses: 8AM & 6PM
Distribution of Ashes: 12-4PM

Stations : Fridaysat 6:30 PM

For more information visit our website
| www.SacredHeartCT.com
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Second Baptist Church News

From a press release

As we enter February, we
find our days getting a bit lon-
ger as we move closer to the
start of spring. We also will be
entering the season of Lent in
the Christian calendar. Lent is
the period of 40 days leading
up to Easter but does not in-
clude the Sundays. This begins
with Ash Wednesday, which
falls this year on February 18.

The 40 days is representa-
tive of the 40 days that Jesus
spent in the wilderness after
his baptism, where we are told
he fasted for those 40 days
and then was tempted. In the
early church, the period was
often used in preparation for
baptism of new converts, who
would then be baptized on
Easter morning, symbolic of
Christ’s rising on Easter. But
during those 40 days, the new
converts would spend time
in prayer and contemplation,
fasting and preparing them-
selves before entering the wa-
ters.

By Fr. Joe Keough, Pastor

The Sacred Heart Par-
ish Family wishes every-
one a happy and healthy
new year! The month of
January is that "catch your
breath” month when the
Christmas Season comes
to a close, and we prepare
for Lent and Easter. It is
not without a few activities
in addition to our regular
worship through the Mass
and devotions. If you made
a new year's resolution to
strengthen your faith life,
consider joining us for
Mass on the weekends or
weekdays if your schedule

These days, not all Chris-
tians pay much attention to
the season of Lent, focusing
more on Holy Week and Eas-
ter. For the millions who do
practice Lent, there is no one
practice that all follow. Lent
is still a time for self-reflec-
tion and prayer as people
prepare for Easter. For many,
“fasting” takes on a differ-
ent form, often by giving up
something for the period,
such as chocolate, sweets or
alcohol. Others might take
on a practice for the period,
such as volunteering, set-
ting aside a specific amount
of money daily to give to a
cause or filling a box weekly
with food to donate to a local
pantry. These practices can
take many forms, and these
are but a few ways people
have practiced a new way of
“fasting”

In  addition,  many
churches have special ser-
vices during Lent. Many
will have an evening service

on Ash Wednesday. Second
Baptist will have a service at
7:00 p.m. on February 18
in our sanctuary, and any-
one is welcome to join us.
There are also special ser-
vices during the last week of
Lent, known as Holy Week.
If you are interested in learn-
ing more reach out to one of
the churches in town.- Rev.
James Leavitt is our Interim
Pastor.
Community Hymn Sing
and Potluck on Saturday,
February 28, at 6:00 p.m.

The evening will include
a shared potluck meal fol-
lowed by singing of well-
loved hymns. All are wel-
come to attend. For more
information, please contact
Second Baptist Church of
Suffield. (860-668-1661 or
office@secondbaptistsuff-
ield.org)

Regular scheduled out-
reach opportunities include:

« Monday, February 9
- Fellowship Time - 6:30

Sacred Heart News

will allow it. Our adult Bi-
ble study has resumed at-
ter a Christmas break. The
group meets every Tues-
day in Fr. Ted Hall at 6:30
pm. Our young families
can enjoy the annual Win-
ter Carnival hosted by our
Religious Education de-
partment. This was held on
Sunday, January 25 in Fr.
Ted Hall. This event provid-
ed families with an oppor-
tunity to come together and
enjoy some games, refresh-
ments and most important-
ly, time together as family
and parish family.

As January passes, we

e Complete Plumbing
e Emergency Service
e Cleaning Service

JIM T's PLUMBING SERVICE

24 Hour Service -

Jim Trzcinski
e Water Heater
e Sewer & Drain
e Repair Service

enter February and get
ready for a good Lenten
experience. We will once
again hold our Mardi Gras
the Sunday before Lent be-
gins. February 18 is Ash
Wednesday and once again,
we will begin with Mass at
8:00 a.m. and the distribu-
tion of ashes. From noon
until 4:00 we will be open
for anyone wishing to re-
ceive ashes and take the
opportunity to spend some
quiet time in prayer and re-
flection. There will be an-
other Mass at 6:00 p.m. As
a reminder, Catholics are

p.m. — This monthly out-
reach program is for our
friends with cognitive lim-
itations to give them a safe
environment for crafts,
singing, and fellowship.

o Saturday, February
14 - Soup Kitchen Min-
istry — Help serve a meal
on the 2nd Saturday of the
month for anyone in need at
the Loaves and Fishes Soup
Kitchen at South Congre-
gational Church in Spring-
field, Mass.

o Tuesday, February
24 - American Red Cross
Blood Drive - Noon-5:00
p-m. in Fellowship Hall. For
an appointment, please vis-
it redcrossblood.org or call
1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-
733-2767).

Additional information
for all service and program
opportunities at the church
are available on secondbap-
tistsufheld.org as well as our
Facebook and Instagram
sites. 36

asked to fast and abstain
from meat on Ash Wednes-
day and Good Friday as
well as not eat meat on Fri-
days in the Lenten Season
as a small sign of sacrifice
and repentance.

We will pray the Stations
of the Cross each Friday
of Lent beginning at 6:30
p-m. Our young people will
present a Living Stations on
Friday. March 6 also at 6:30
PM. Just as a reminder to
anyone who wishes to pray
the stations on their own,
the church is open during

Continued on Page 12

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church

JimTPlumbing@gmail.com
607 South Stone Street o West Suffield, CT 06093

Kitchen & Bath Remodeling Office (860) 668-7663
Specializing in New Construction Cell (860) 836-5099
Licensed & Insured P1 204727 Fax (860) 668-7698

Thc SCcond Baptist
Cl‘lUT’C!‘I of Sugic[d

100 North Main St. on Rt 75
www.SecondBaptistSuffield.org
(860) 668-1661

Where Believing and Doing Are One...
Worship, Nursery & Sunday School 10 AM

Missions, Outreach, Youth Group, Sanctuary & Adult Bell Choirs,
Soup Kitchen, Adult Education

585 South Street (Route 75)
Suffield, Connecticut
FaceBook: Good Shepherd Lutheran Church Suffield CT LCMS
email: gslcsuffieldct@gmail.com

860-668-2790

,
. / Worship

Sunday 9:00 a.m.

7

Pastor Adam Moore

William Lucia
November 21, Age 80

Eric S. Gross
November, 23, Age 57

Virginia Stephens
December 4, Age 102

Natalie Das
December 5, Age 89

Carol B. Martin
December 7, Age 91

Erika Pafford
December 10, Age 40

Terry Lyn Gorski
December 11, Age 78

Francisco Jose Sabater
December 11, Age 67

Tamara Weeks
December 14, Age 60

Amparo Reyes Mallma
December 16, Age 76

Shawn Timothy Byrne
December 19, Age 51

John G. Fisher Sr.
December 21, Age 83

Evelyn Garner
December 25, Age 84

Robert C. Boroski
December 27, Age 84

Lyle W. Pearsons
January 1, Age 78

[Roxanne Eigenbrod Zak
January 2, Age 72

Richard Barnett
January 4, Age 90

Patricia Reynolds
January 7, Age 89

WEST SUFFIELD
CONGREGATIONAL

CHURCH
A Church for the Community

Rev. Denise Peterson

SUNDAY SERVICE & SUNDAY SCHOOL-10am
JOIN US FOR SERVICE ON FACEBOOK
Prayer Shawl Ministry @ Mobile Food Truck

860-668-2271 westsuffielducc.org
1408 MOUNTAIN RD. WEST SUFFIELD 06093

GRANT
LANDSCAPING

Landscape Services
Weekly Lawn Maintenance
Spring & Fall Cleanups
Mulch & Stone, Pruning
Shrub & Tree Removal
24-hour Snow Plowing & Sanding

Bruce Grant
PO Box 44
Suffield, CT 06078

860-668-6270

Total Lawncare Service
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Sacred Heart News

Continued from page 11
the day, and we are now
blessed to have an outdoor
display of the stations in the
Meditation Garden between
the church and Fr. Ted Hall.
This new addition to our
campus is the fruit of an Ea-
gle Scout project that was
completed in the fall of last
year. The stations were orig-
inally in St. Joseph Church
and moved to Sacred
Heart. They were repainted
and coated for protection
against the elements and
are a welcome addition to
our parish grounds. Weath-
er permitting, we will pray

the outdoor stations of the
cross on Good Friday.

As a reminder, our dai-
ly Masses and two of the
weekend Masses are live
streamed and available on
our website http://www.
sacredheartct.com as well
as our Facebook and You-
Tube pages. In the event of
snowy and/or icy winter
weather, please use caution
when coming to any event
at Sacred Heart. Our plow-
ing crew does a great job
but there are always slip-
pery spots on the campus
or local roads. Prudence
and common sense are our
best tools in bad weather.

For a complete listing of
winter and Lenten activi-

ties, please visit our website
or pick up a bulletin in the
church. Have a blessed new
year! 38

Suffield Alight Was a Delight for All

By Peter Leclerc, Suffield’s Di-
rector of Community Services
Our annual Tree Lighting
event, “Suffield Alight!”, has
become a beloved communi-
ty tradition since 2020, filled
with music, lights, communi-
ty spirit and festive activities
that truly capture the magic
of the season. If I could de-
scribe the event in one word,
that word would be “mag-
ical”’ We have thoughtful-
ly and purposely, grown the
event each year, finding that
delicate balance of having
fun things to do, without los-
ing the small town feel that
makes Suffield so special.

I was inspired by Don-
na Carney-Bastrzycki’s sto-
ries and pictures of Austrian
winter markets and debuted
a new Holiday Market on
the Town Green. This added
the perfect touch with ven-
dors lining the Town Green,

Phone: 860-521-1414

offering a wide variety of
seasonal goods includ-
ing baked treats, holiday
greenery, homemade jew-
elry and unique gifts—per-
fect for anyone looking to
start their holiday shop-
ping locally. The new mar-
ket, thoughtfully arranged
with decorative lighting
along the booths, gave the
entire green a beautiful
look and feel. Many attend-
ees commented that it felt
like stepping into a Hall-
mark movie.

Food trucks added to
the festive atmosphere,
with  popular
from Indulge Donuts, Fire
on the Mountain, Cous-
ins Maine Lobster, Chick-

fil-A, Fat City Kid and the
ever-popular kettle corn

from the Boy Scouts, filling
the air with familiar aro-
mas. Adding an outdoor

|_a\w O]E'Fices o]E
MICHELE A NATH.

DINVORCE. CUSTODY.
LITIGATION, MEDIATION.COLLABORATIVE.
CRIMINAL DEFENSE, DWI, CAR ACCIDENTS.

REAL ESTATE

10 North Main Street, Suite 214
West Hartford, CT o6107

Email: mnathlawyer@yahoo.com

offerings §

Phone: 860-668-8773

essential, Suffield Rotary
handed out hundreds of
free cups of hot chocolate,
once again demonstrating
what an outstanding com-
munity organization and
valued part of our town the
Rotary is.

Holiday music set the
tone for the evening, led

by WMAS 94.7s Chris
Continued on Page 15

s

Photo by Ron Kirschbaum
Ice sculptor Billy Poe works to
finish his creation.

LLC

133 Mountain Road
Suffield, CT 06078

Suffield Observations

By Andy Sauer

Love, American style

I know a woman who hasn’t had the best luck with guys. A
self-described country girl, she’s a full-time student and works
as many hours as she can to pay the bills. She doesn't have a lot
of time to hit the dating scene, but fortunately there’s an app for
that! She sifts from the pool of eligible bachelors on her phone,
swiping from one photo to the next, until she finds a match.

It hasn't been working out too well.

I know a guy who works at the gym I belong to. A typical
20-something suburban guy, he also goes to school full-time
and works as many hours as he can to make ends meet. He is
incredibly friendly and radiates positivity. But, dating technol-
ogy has been letting him down.

These are two hard-working, wonderful human beings who
are inexplicably single.

So, I set them up on a blind date.

It wasn't easy. It took weeks of coordination, reconnaissance
and the right balance of promotion and discretion.

The concept of a blind date in today’s digital world seems,
well, dated. Who needs a matchmaker when you can launch a
multitude of apps, employ all sorts of filters and sort through
the seemingly endless list of candidates in the comfort and se-
curity of your own home? With an infinite supply of data aggre-
gating in real time within an ever-growing network, the algo-
rithm of love will surely create the perfect match.

Except, when it doesn't.

Such is the weakness of data-driven endeavors that is so
common there are several academic terms to describe it -
Campbell's Law, Goodharts Law, The McNamara Fallacy, to
name a few. Since human beings began counting things, the
ones doing the counting understood data has limitations. It
doesn’t always have the answers.

That hasn't stopped everyone from giving it the college try
- designing complex equations, expanding networks and gath-
ering all forms of information in an effort to comprehend a
chaotic world. At the speed of light and with relentless resolve,
an online merchant can suggest products you desire, an enter-
tainment network can deliver content you find compelling, and
social media apps can identify communities to which you want
to belong. With each interaction, the algorithm becomes freak-
ishly more accurate.

Except, when it isn't, and often in the most critical areas of
existence, such as love.

I have zero experience in match-making, but I had a gut
feeling about these two kids. She’s on the introverted side, but
once she warms up, she’s full of energy. He’s extroverted and
thrives on energy. Most importantly, he’s sincere and patient.
Marketing types would call my hunch “qualitative data.”

A couple of weeks before the holidays, the pair met at a quiet
coftee shop and hit it off. There was a first date, a second, a third
and, now, they've been seeing each other as often as they can.

It’s still early. My friend admits that this guy is different from
the type she normally dates, but he keeps surprising her, which
she likes.

The guy, whenever I see him at the gym, never stops thank-
ing me.

It all looks very promising, whatever the numbers say.

Mountain Tree Service

Providing Quality Service For Over 30 Years
* Storm Damage Clean-up & Repair
* Complete Tree Care & Preservation
* Tree & Stump Removal
* 24 Hour Emergency Service
Free Consultations & Fully Insured

CT Arborist #62445
- DEP #B-0961 E—‘@E
9% 860-749-7365) mriE
s =D E

¥ "\¥orking with people

who care about trees”
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The Way We Were

HISTORIC SUFFIELD

100 Years Ago
in Suffield

Selected from the pages of the Windsor Locks Journal and
lightly annotated by Wendy Taylor of Kent Memorial Library.

February 5

One of
storms of recent years struck this
place.

Mss. Florence W. Rich of this
town, is offering two prizes, one
each to a boy and a gitl, under 15
years of age, who shall write the
best essay on “How Young People
Can Make the Best Use of the Pub-
lic Library.”

A resident of Burbank avenue
was the first person to have been
arrested on complain (sic) of a wat-
rant issued by the personal tax col-
lector. After having remained in the
lock-up over night, he thought bet-
ter of his nonpayment and settled.

An institute under the auspic-
es of the Hartford County Farm
Bureau will be conducted... The
speaker will be E. H. Manchester of
Storrs Agticultural College, whose
topic will be “Advantages and dis-
advantages of growing crops other
than tobacco.”

February 12

Howard Beresford drove a
sleigh ride patty to Suffield [from
West Suffield] Tuesday evening to
attend the whist and dance in the
new school auditorium.

February 19

John C. Nemirow, who gave his
address as... Springfield and Phil-
ip Oharmus of Chicopee, Mass,
were arrested...by Deputy Sher-
iff George L. Greer after he had
stopped Nemirow, who was pilot-
ing a Reo speed wagon loaded with
alcohol...

Oharmus said that he was 22
years old and took the job of diving
the truck because he could find no
other employment by which to sup-
port his wife and 6-weeks old baby.
He said that he had only worked
for Nemirow three weeks and that
the first week was spent in fixing up

the heaviest snow

the truck, the second week he was
high-jacked and his load stolen on
the Berlin turnpike at 2.30 in the
morning, and this week he was ap-
prehended, so his career as a booze

runner was not a marked success.

The Suffield School will stage
its first annual winter carnival. The
program will consist of outdoor
sports.

Harvey Johnson, a young
[Black] boy in the employ of Bet-
nard Flanagan, complained to
the town officers...that Flanagan
knocked him unconscious with a
piece of a 2.4 scantling for being
ten minutes late to work. Johnson
was attended by Dr. Levy, who
found it necessary to take several
stitches in a bad scalp wound Flana-
gan was brought before Justice G.
Stephen Potwine and was fined $25
and costs and given a suspended jail
sentence of fifteen days.

Domenic Alfano has purchased
the lot on the corner of Main and
Depot streets where the hotel
building is being razed. The price
reported is $7,500. The lot contains
just an acre of land with a small
building thereon, which tradition
says was at one time the office of
the postmaster-general of the Unit-
ed States.

Ash Wednesday was observed as
the beginning of the Lenten season
in St. Joseph’s and the Sacred Heart
church Wednesday. Special services
were conducted in the morning and
evening and the ashes blessed for
the occasion were distributed.
February 26

A new traffic signal has been
placed at the corner of Main and
Depot streets and the blinker that
it replaces has been set up in West
Suffield. The new signal is of the
acetyline gas type and is on a heavy
concrete base with an iron stan-
dard. It gives a much better signal
in that place than the old one.

The work of razing the hotel
propetty at the corner of Main and
Depot streets is about completed
and the work will be finished next
week. The lot has been purchased
by Domenic Alfano.

Matthew Leahey has returned
from a trip to Cuba.

WANTED

Buying Antiques & 0ld Stuff

Costume Jewelry, Pottery, Bottles, Crocks,
Jugs, Toys/Games, Glassware, Signs,
Silver Plated Items, Typewriters, Sewing Machines,
Bar ltems, Tools, Sterling, Gold, Watches, Coins,
Kitchenware, Cookware, Automotive, Books,
Radios, Clocks, Lanterns, Lamps, Knives, Hunting,
Fishing, Military, Masonic, Fire Dept & more.

Donald Roy 860-874-8396

CIT7-6-23

A Moment in Time
Old Photos Invited from Our Readers

Photo submitted by Art Sikes

Suffield Center Store front about 1880. From left to right- Mrs. Mary Jane Thompson, Mrs.
Sackett, Leverett Sackett (in front of wagon), Hiram Jones and Zella Sackett in wagon and Edward
Perkins and Emily Sackett in wagon. Horace D. Sackett store - then Martinez, until taken down in
1968. Delphia H. Clark photo collection, KML

Heartful Appreciation

By Sara Zak

This month, I write as in-
terim President of the Suff-
ield Historical Society, rather
than as Chair of the Proper-
ty Committee. In this role,
I extend the sincere appre-
ciation of the Society to all
those who support us in our
mission to collect, preserve
and stimulate interest in the
history of Suffield. This past
year approximately 40 vol-
unteers contributed over
2,300 hours of time and en-
ergy. Special thanks are due:
to the officers and members
of the Board of Trustees for
their work (often behind the
scenes); to the ten docents
who collectively volunteered
nearly 500 hours to showcase
the King House Museum &
Barn to almost as many vis-
itors (including 173 fourth
graders and their teachers);

to the remaining 20 volun-
teers who help maintain the
King House, barn and prop-
erty; to our researchers and
genealogists who help fami-
lies connect to their Suffield
ancestors; and to those who
attend our programs. The
Society also appreciates the
financial support we receive
throughout the year. We are
especially grateful to those
who have generously donat-
ed $11,000 toward our goal
of repairing and painting the
north wall of the King House.
The Society would not exist
without your time, energy,
and dollars. Thank you!

I have taken on the re-
sponsibility of President at an
exciting time. As we celebrate
the 250th anniversary of the
Declaration of Independence,
the Society is starting the year
with several opportunities to

further our mission, includ-
ing improving our relation-
ship with the public schools
and bringing our collection of
artifacts out to the communi-
ty. We are also ever mindful
that we have a 260-year-old
house to tend to. So, as grate-
ful as T am for your support to
date, I humbly ask for more.
The Society welcomes ideas
to improve our website, pro-
grams, and newsletter. There
is always a need for volunteers
(especially younger, more
energetic ones) to attend to
small chores, graphic design,
public relations, yard work,
data entry, etc. Though our
Annual Appeal is mailed pri-
marily to members, everyone
is welcome to donate to this
critical project to repair the
house's north wall. We still
need $4,000 to reach our goal.
Every donation counts! 3

e=> HASTINGS e~
FARM...

Natural Beef - Bottled Milk - Cheese -
Yogurt & Greek-style Yogurt - Local Eggs -

Natural
Beef

Jams, Jellies & Pickles from Cupola Hollow Farm

Hastings Farm
472 Hill Street
Suffield CT 06078
860-668-7524

www.HastingsFamilyFarm.com

Dairy
Products
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These trivia questions are
derived from stories in the
January 2026 issue of the
Sufhield Historical Society’s
newsletter. Become a mem-
ber of the Society if you are
interested in learning more
about these topics and
more. It’s easy! Applications
are available and payments
can be made at suffieldhis-
toricalsociety.org. Choose
to get a digital copy in your
email or a copy by mail.
1. What were the Suffield
Resolves?
a. A resolution to end the
border dispute between
Suffield and Southwick.
b. A resolution con-
demning British acts,
which urged self-gover-
nance and the rights of
the town against British
rule.

Suffield Trivia

c. Aresolution to provide

a detailed map from a re-

quired survey by the State

of Connecticut.
2. Was Alexander King,
who built and lived in the
house now owned by the
Historical Society on South
Main Street, a Loyalist (a
person who favored British
rule over the American col-
onies)? Yes or no.
3. Were there Black sol-
diers in the American Rev-
olutionary War? Yes or no.
4. Who was the first man to
lead soldiers from Suffield
to respond to the British at-
tack on Lexington, Massa-
chusetts in 17752

a. Captain Elihu Kent

b. Lieutenant Oliver

Hanchett

c. Captain Daniel Austin
5. Were Paul Revere, Wil-

liam Dawes and Samuel
Prescott the only “Midnight
Riders” who alerted peo-
ple that British troops were
marching into Lexington?
Yes or no.
6. Why was Oliver Hanch-
ett, a Suffield resident, a
character in the Pulitzer
Prize-winning  historical
novelist Kenneth Roberts’
book Arundel?
a. Hanchett helped to
found Arundel, a town in
Maine in 1770.
b. Hanchett was the pri-
vateer captain of the ship
“Arundel” which fought
against the British in the
Revolutionary War.
c. Hanchett was an officer
when troops under Bene-
dict Arnold attempted to
seize Quebec City during
the Revolutionary War.

7. What is the story of
the musket on the wall at
the King House Museum?
Choose which answers are
correct.
a. It was owned by Al-
exander King during the
Revolutionary War.
b. It is a British musket.
c. It was damaged in the
1983 fire that occurred at
the King House Museum
& Barn.
8. Who was Moses Hux-
ley, a Suffield soldier in
the Revolutionary War?
Choose which answers are
correct.
a. He was the first Suft-
ield resident to die in the
American Revolution.
b. He died from small-
pox while imprisoned by
the British after the Battle
of Quebec.

By Jackie Hemond

c. He died during the
Siege of Boston when
American soldiers sur-
rounded the  British
troops in Boston.
9. How did Hessian sol-
diers come to dance in Suff-
ield? Choose all answers
which are correct.
a. They were Convention
Army soldiers.
b. The Hessian officers
thought so well of the res-
idents that they invited
Suffield “belles” to a ball.
c. After the Revolution-
ary War, many Hessian
soldiers settled in the
area. To thank residents
for their acceptance in
the community, the now
ex-soldiers staged a ball.
10. Were counterfeiters
imprisoned in Old New-
Gate Prison? Yes or no.
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Suffield Village Shops

78 Bridge St. | Suite 122 | Suffield, CT 06078

— 860-668-7774 ——

Suffield Pizza e

Now closed on Sundays

OPEN ON MONDAYS!

M-W 1lam - 9pm
Th, Fr, Sat 11am - 9:30pm

BEGLEY & ASSOCIATES, LLC

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

TAX PREPARATION
RETIREMENT PLANNERS

Individuals

Small Businesses

Corporations

A

..,

33 OLIVER ROAD, ENFIELD, CT 06082
(860) 745-8404 www.begleycpas.com

*dnoi8 ys113 93 PII

U I9)e Aep oYy oeje
u033urxa 2y} 0} asuodsax
Ul SISTP[OS JO JUBUNUOD
pUOD3s ) PI[ unsNy [l
-ueq ureyde) U YIM
paydIeW JOYPURH IAO
quay nyryg urede) e §
"pud s1em Yy}

[mun ///1 WOIJ SPIOJAI
JUSUIIST[US 3} UO A[[RIdLO
STy Inq £//1 910J9q UIAD
JoAR[SUS STY QUIY nyIg
ureyde) UM PaAIds aaey
Aewr oym UBW PIABR[SUD
PlPIPNS © sem Jud SnILT,
"£LLT TIUN 9AI3S 0} PIMO]
-Te A[[BIOLJO 10U 2I9M SITP

-10s Moe[g ySnoyye ‘sax ‘¢

Answers

"“UMO0}-JO-INO WY}

Suruuny pue sowoy JY)
Surprexr ‘woyy 3Jurioyjedy
pue Ie} se yons sisiedo]
jo uonnoasiad oYy pasod
-do Inq o[n1 ysnug woij
ouapuadapur 10j 33e20A
-pe ue auresaq Sury 'ON T
-oudpuadapuy jo uotjeIe]
-09(J $s213U07) [eJUAUTIUO))
oY} 210Joq SIBdA OM]) Jsour
-Te paystqnd 21om  SaAJOS
Y P[PIHNS 24T, Ot YSHLI]
jsurede umo) oy} Jo sjy311ay)
pue douewIdA03-J[3s padin
UoIyM ‘syoe ysnrg Suruuop
-u0d  UOHN[OsAT Y 'q T

OVERHEAD
GARAGE DOORS

Sales and Service
Family owned and operated since 1947

1-860-668-7991
Toll Free: 1-877-828-5279

7 Moody Road Unit 2A
Enfield, CT 06082

www.atlasohd.com

TIMOTHY A. DALEY
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Real Estate
Corporate & Business Law

Wills & Estate Planning
Personal Injury

Elder Law

Probate

Criminal

WE'VE MOVED TO:

123 MOUNTAIN ROAD, SUFFIELD

860-668-2315
Email: attydaley@sbcglobal.net
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Suffield Alight

Continued from page 12

Kellogg, host of The Kel-
logg Krew, who guided the
crowd through seasonal fa-
vorites. Activities filled the
green and surrounding ar-
eas, giving families plen-
ty to see and do. At First
Church, the Cetto Chamber
Singers presented a beau-
tiful chorale concert and
made a generous donation
to the Senior Center Kitch-
en Fund, further highlight-
ing the spirit of giving that
defined the day.

Volunteers always play a
special role in Town events,
and this one had many op-
portunities to give back to
the community. Thanks to
students from Suffield High
School and Agri-science
and community members
who generously donated
their time, families enjoyed

in front of beautiful Suffield
Academy, where students
and staff also shared com-
plimentary hot chocolate.
Festive trolley rides along
historic Main Street, led by
Stephanie Salerno and her
crew, were another high-
light of the evening.

Kent Memorial Library
hosted a screening of Fro-
zen, welcomed special guest
visitors, and offered multi-
cultural readings celebrat-
ing other holidays observed
in December. Live ice carv-
ings—one transforming
into a large ornament and
another into snowflakes and
penguins—drew crowds, as
did a surprise appearance by
the Grinch. The undeniable
“hot spot” of the night was
the new oversized illumi-
nated ornament, built and
donated by Jerry Macari
and John Legg, where a
steady line of visitors waited
to capture the perfect family

The perfect (cold) night to kick off the holidays.

I would like to extend
sincere thanks to all vol-
unteers, staff, and depart-
ments who made the night
so special, including Santa
and Mrs. Claus, the Grinch,
the Parks & Recreation
Commission, Dave Cam-
era, Rick Neis, Robin Zato-
ny, Stephanie Salerno, Chris
Viscel, Shannon Foley, Kris
Lambert, Bethany Sullivan,
Kelly Blais, Colin Moll and
the First Selectman’s Office,
Lee Corbert and the De-
partment of Public Works,
Police and Fire Depart-
ments, Suffield Volunteer
Ambulance  Association,
Kent Memorial Library,
Planning and Development,
Youth Services, Senior Cen-
ter and Mini-Bus Transpor-
tation, Lemmens Creative
Design, and Suffield Acade-
my. The Parks & Recreation
Department (Donna Car-
ney-Bastrzycki, Dan Leon-
ard, Pam Cocca, Eric Ham-
ylak) led the organization of

Photo by Ron Kirschbaum

the event and the successful
launch of the new Holiday
Market, helping to create a
truly magical evening for
the Suffield community.

An event with so much
to offer would not be pos-
sible without the strong
support from our friends
at PeoplesBank. They are a
joy to work with and really
have an interest in the Suft-
ield community. The Parks

& Recreation Department
will be forming a group of
volunteers to help with the
planning and operations for
next years Suffield Alight!
& Holiday Market. If you
are interested in joining the
group, please email your
name and phone number
to, recreation@suflieldct.
gov. Ed Note: Thanks, too,
to Peter Leclerc for his time
and effort! 38

Sarah Roberts of Muddy Brook Farm in Amherst, Mass. drives the

horse and wagon

Photo by Ron Kirschbaum

tKITCHEN
<G

& FLOOR STORE [

-

860-292-6700
178 MOUNTAIN ROAD, SUFFIELD, CT 06078
HTTPS:/THEKITCHENANDFLOORSTORECT.COM

WE HAVE
MOVED
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Director

SCA

Suffield Community Aid

860-668-1986

Thankful for our Holi-
day Basket Sponsors:

A huge thank you to
all our sponsors, consist-
ing of many individuals,
families, organizations,
churches, businesses,
and Town Departments
who made the 2025 Holi-
day Basket Program such
a success. 106 Suffield
households comprised of
children, adults, and old-
er adults enjoyed the hol-
idays thanks to your kind-
ness and generosity!

In-Person Bereavement
Support Group
Starts Up Again:

Masonicare is partner-
ing with Suffield Commu-
nity Aid to offer a six-week,
in-person support group
for people who are grieving
the loss of a loved one. The
group will meet at SCA, 450
South Street, Suffield, be-
ginning Friday, April 3 from
11:00 a.m. — 12:30 p.m. This
program is offered at no
cost. Registration 1is re-
quired, and the expectation
is that all participants will

What's happening at SCA this Month?

be fully vaccinated. Please
call SCA for more informa-
tion, 860-668-1986.
2025-26
Meghan Voisine “Kind-

ness Matters” Grants!

Grant applications
closed in December. To
date this year, the Voisine
Fund has awarded funding
to four grants with the pur-
pose of spreading kindness,
inclusivity, and friendship
in Suffield. Be on the look-
out for upcoming kindness
initiatives around town and
in the school communities.

Some Ongoing Program
and Updates:

SCA Food Pantry is Well
Stocked to Help with Your
Food, Pet Food & Per-
sonal Care Needs: If you
are struggling to afford
food, pet food or personal
care items, SCA can help.
Thanks to the generosi-
ty of the Suffield commu-
nity, our shelves are well
stocked. Call for confiden-
tial and discreet help.
Medical Equipment Loans-
Free for Suffield Residents:

SCA maintains an in-
ventory of durable med-

Hello, My Little Chickadee

&
Photo by Joan Heffernan

A black-capped chickadee pauses for a tasty snack.

J T N ELECTRICAL, e
| N

ical items for free loan to
Suffield residents. Items
available for loan include:
Canes, Walkers, Bath seats,
Commodes, Crutches,
Wheelchairs, and Transport
chairs. The wheelchairs and
transport chairs are loaned
on a limited time basis.
Other items are available
for long-term use. To bor-
row, residents are welcome
to stop in during normal
SCA business hours: Mon-
day - Friday, 8 am. - 4 p.m.
PI.L.O.T. Room for Resi-
dent Use:

Did you know that SCA
has a private office space,
equipped with a phone,
copier, and computer for
resident use? Thanks to the
generosity of the Amiel P.
Zak Public Service Fund,
residents are welcome to
call and reserve use of
the room for their needs,
during normal SCA busi-
ness hours: Monday - Fri-
day, 8am - 4pm.
Parkinsons Peer Support
Group:

SCA hosts a monthly
Parkinsons Peer Support
Group at Suffield Commu-
nity Aid (450 South St.) on
the 2nd Tuesday of each
month. Februarys group
will be held on February
10th from 11 am. -12 p.m.
Please call SCA to register.
Stay Warm This Winter! —

We are Taking Applications
for the CT Energy Assis-

tance Program:

This government program
helps offset the winter heat-
ing costs for financially el-
igible households. Please
contact SCA to apply at
860-668-1986. More in-
formation on eligibility is
available at: www.ct.gov/
staywarm. 36

“Where Quality Comes First”

FRERRE
| | |
~ !:11\‘11_1_5 .
i .
T ave vty

HARTFORD COUNTY’S PREMIER ELECTRICIAN!

[ G Nest Pro

II 285e3", J‘ 5.8 0 @
sqdatiydtd

200 Amp Service Upgrades
EV Charger Installations
Generators

Lighting Specialists

Google Nest Thermostats

Photo by Lauren Marino
The Suffield Police Department donated $500 through the police
union to support the Suffield Community Aid Food Pantry. Pictured:
Officer Alex Scata with SCA Social Services Coordinator, Beth Sheridan

Food Support for
the Suffield Community

|
|
|
| Submitted by Mary Curtin
|
|
|

450 South St - Monday-Friday 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Meals on Wheels / Food Pantry
l Outdoor 24hr/ 7day Food Cabinet
| suffieldcommunityaid.org (860) 668-1986
| MaryC@suftieldcommunityaid.org
Requirements: Suffield Resident, Income documentation |

i
|
|
|
|
Suffield Community Aid !
|
|
|
|

! Food Pantry by Appointment |
I No financial requirements for Meals on Wheels
| No requirements for Outdoor Food Cabinet !

|
! Foodshare Mobile Food Truck (Suffield Site)

|
11408 Mountain Rd (W. Suffield Congregational Church) |
| (860) 668-2271 - Every other Tuesday 1:15 — 1:45 p.m.
[ CTFoodshare.org for schedule
I Requirements: Connecticut Residents Only

|
| Suffield Senior Center :

§ 145 Bridge St.

'$5 Lunch Tuesday / Wednesday / Thursday 12 p.m. |
Suffieldct.gov / (860) 668-3862 |
Pleclerc@suftieldct.gov |

| Requirements: Reservations — (860) 668-8830 |

|
|
|

' First Church of Christ

! 81 High St. Outdoor 24 hr/7 day Food Cabinet
1 (860) 668-7223
1 No Requiremens

CT LIC. #180298
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Schools, Library and Scouts
McAlister Kid Governor Program
By Melissa Todd — S their classroom learning to the

Connecticut's Kid Gover-
nor Program: Government,
responsibility and leadership

The annual Connecticut
Kid Governor Program con-
tinues at McAlister Interme-
diate School. This is a unique
opportunity for McAlister
fifth-grade students to learn
about leadership, civic engage-
ment, and the electoral pro-
cess. Through this initiative,
students not only get to elect
a "Kid Governor" for our state,
but they also gain a real life
understanding of democracy.

Throughout this unit of
study, students research issues
they care about in their com-
munity, school, statewide and
some global concerns. Based
on their research, students de-
velop a platform—a set of pri-
orities or goals they desire to
address, if elected. This helped
students create a plan for their
campaign and gave their peers
an idea of what matters to
them most.

Once a candidate selects
a platform, the students then
write a speech that communi-
cates their ideas. The expecta-

Director of

Joann Moriarty,

Youth Services
860-668-3329

tion is that the speech is both
informative and persuasive,
demonstrating to classmates
why the candidate's platform
is important and how they
plan to make a difference if
elected.

Candidates first presented
their speeches to their own
classmates. After the presen-
tations, students voted for the
class representative who ad-
vanced to the next stage—the
election of a school-wide rep-
resentative. Our seven class-
representatives then

room

TR

presented their speech to the
entire fifth-grade class. After
hearing all the candidates, our
fifth-grade students voted for
their school’s Kid Governor
representative. This candidate,
Madelyn Bousquet, then rep-
resented McAlister and the
town of Suffield in the broad-
er Connecticut Kid Governor
program.
Through this program,
Connecticut students gain
more than just political
knowledge—they also learn
valuable lessons in leader-

e

"l
Photo submitted by the author
Congratulations to the Kid Governor candidates from Suffield Intermediate School I-r — Isabella Rodriguez,

Addie Begin, Madelyn Bousquet, Everett Pillsbury, Chase Cauchon and Luke Chase (missing Khloe Barnes).

ship, communication, and
community engagement. The
Kid Governor program offers
them a real-world experience
in democracy, preparing them
to be active, informed citizens
in the future.

To culminate this unit of
study, our fifth graders had the
opportunity to visit the State
House and State Capital. The
visit to the historic Old State
House offered a glimpse into
the early foundations of our
state's government. The tour
of the State Capitol connected

Dowd Realty Spotlight on Suffield

real-life chambers where laws
are made today. Students asked
thoughtful questions, explored
the legislative process, and re-
flected on the importance of
civic engagement. They also
got to meet the State Represen-
tative, Tami Zawistowski, who
represents Suffield!

The trip not only celebrat-
ed students’ hard work and
growing knowledge but also
inspired them to be informed
and active citizens.

The seven finalists from
each of the 5th grade home-
rooms are listed below as well
as the platform on which they
ran their campaign.

Everett Pillsbury, Mrs.
Harrington, Mental Health;
Khloe Barnes, Mrs. Burkett/
Ms. Bouchard, Bullying; Luke
Chase, Mrs. Sperrazza, Career
Options; Isabella Rodriguez,
Mrs. Bennett, Mental Health
and Mental Disorders; Mad-
elyn Bousquet, Mr. McCar-
thy, Mental Health; Adelaide
Begin, Mrs. Popeleski, Bully-
ing; and Chase Cauchon, Mrs.
Christensen/Mrs.  Gallerani,
Air Pollution. 38

SUFFIELD YOUTH SERVICES
BOOK RECOMMENDATION

“The Amazing Generation: a guide to fun and freedom in a screen-filled
world” is a new book that we hope parents will check out! It’s a follow-up to the
very popular book titled “The Anxious Generation” by Jonathan Haidt, which
addresses how smartphones and social media have a significant negative impact
on our youth.

“The Amazing Generation” is an easy-to-read graphic novel that is written for
kids and teens. It challenges young people to think critically about how technolo-
gy affects the brain and how big corporations use that technology to get rich,
leaving young people feeling lonely and trapped. Consider it a guide to living a
fun, happy, connected, real-world life, not dominated by smartphones.

Pick up a copy today or drop it into your Amazon cart!

Suffield Youth Services is planning initiatives to raise awareness on this
important topic. Stay tuned for more information.

357 N Main St Suffield CT | 860.668.6549 | info@DowdRealtyGroup.com | www.DowdRealtyGroup.com
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Suffield High

Schools of Thought

Suffield Middle

McAlister Intermediate

Spaulding

Suffield Academy

NCCCC Kindness Award Winners

By Eric Hamylak,
SHS Administrative Assistant

Congratulations to Suffield
High School students, Ashton
Egan and Peyton Libby who
were recent recipients of the
North Central Connecticut
Chamber of Commerce (NC-
CCC) Kindness Award.

Each month the North Cen-
tral Connecticut Chamber of
Commerce recognizes a SHS
student who has demonstrated
exceptional kindness.

For September, junior, Pey-
ton Libby, received the honor
after nominations from SHS
faculty and staff. Volleyball
Coach, Mr. Plano wrote, “This
award is presented to a truly
amazing student whose kind-
ness and initiative shine every
day. Peyton goes out of her way
to support her teammates and
younger players in volleyball
and track, taking the time to
teach, encourage, and include

everyone. Whether it’s sitting
with someone who is alone,
putting things away without
being asked, or stepping up
to help in any situation, she
consistently goes above and
beyond. Her natural ability
to notice when others need
support and her eagerness to
step in makes a lasting impact
on those around her. She not
only builds friendships within
her own team, but also reach-
es out to players from other
teams, offering help and kind-
ness wherever its needed. She
is a role model of compassion,
leadership, and genuine care
for others””

Congratulations ~ Peyton!
The NCCCC is making a do-
nation in Peyton’s honor to the
St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital. If you would like to
make a donation, please go to:
https://www.stjude.org/

Senior Ashton Egan re-

ceived the Kindness Award
for October. Science Teacher,
Mrs. Sullivan wrote, “I am im-
pressed by the level of respect
I have seen Ashton show to
others. Recently, he offered to
carry a paraprofessional’s bag
to the second floor because the
elevator was not working. Ad-
ditionally, he worked with a be-
havioral and cognitively chal-
lenged student in group work
with alot of patience and kind-
ness. These are just a few exam-
ples of the way he has exhibited
kindness towards others”

Congratulations ~ Ashton!
The NCCCC is making a do-
nation in Ashton’s honor to the
Susan G. Komen organization.
If you would like to make a
donation, please go to: https://
www.komen.org/

Congratulations Peyton and
Ashton for demonstrating ex-
ceptional kindness and setting
a great example for others! 3

Photo provided by the author
Kindness Awards (left to right): Scott Ryder, NCCCC, Anthony Hibbert, SHS Principal, Peyton Libby, Class
of 2027, Ashton Egan, Class of 2026, Karen Campbell, NCCCC, Leanne Sullivan, SHS Science Teacher, Larry
Plano, SHS Volleyball Coach and Chris Stone, NCCCC.

Crystal's own words:

Suffield Veterinary Hospital
February 2026 Patient of the Month

eet Aria, a sweet, patient Coton De Tulear owned and adored by our veterinary technician Crystal. Here's her story in

“I found Aria’s puppy picture while researching Coton de Tulears online. | immediately fell in love with her and knew she
was my heart-dog. When she came home with me, she climbed right into my lap, and hasn't stopped since. Like all Cotons, she is
quite the clown and very talkative. She also loves dressing up and gives the best hugs.

“It was always apparent that she was a sensitive girl and finding food Ari would eat was quite the challenge. She often
turned her nose up to kibble and some foods gave her an upset stomach. Even after finding something she liked, she would
randomly skip meals or, after a while, decide she no longer liked that food. As she grew up, she began having bouts of
diarrhea, vomiting, inappetence, and lethargy. These became more frequent and progressed in severity each time. Over the
course of the last 5 years, she had nine documented cases of these symptoms, often paired with high fevers and abdominal
pain. At first, she was infermittently diagnosed with gastroenteritis; then pancreatitis. Sometimes we were able to discern what
caused it, but other times we could not trace it back to anything specific.

“With the wonderful care of Dr. Laston, Dr. Rothbart, and the rest of the SVH staff, she was well taken care of whenever
these instances would occur. Since there is no specific cure, we have to support her symptomatically. Aria would be placed
on 1.V. fluids or given subcutaneous fluids fo help with her fever and dehydration, given Proviable Forte to help her gut health

SUFFIELD HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 1076

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY ZQTH
oPM

AMERICAN LEGION #3()
Hob ENFIELD STREET, ENFIELD

Perfect Night out: Purse
and Power Tool Bingo

By Kelly Blais

The Seniors at Suffield High
School have the perfect night
out to combat the winter blues:
Purse and Power Tool Bin-
go. With only five months left
at SHS, the seniors have been
working hard to develop a fun
event that can bring multiple
community members togeth-
er. Big prizes will be available-
that range from a Blackstone
grill to Coach purses- to tea-
cup raffles from many of the
local businesses that have cho-
sen to support our fundraiser.

Class President Nuvia Tor-
rez-Flores admits, “Putting to-
gether a larger event like this
has been challenging, but in
the end we hope that we have
put smiles on peoples’ faces-

and that we have helped the
Senior class reduce the cost of
prom and senior outing!"

The event will take place on
Friday, February 20 with doors
opening at 6 p.m. at the Amer-
ican Legion in Enfield. There
will be 10 rounds of big prizes,
more than $800 worth of tea-
cup raffle prizes and a special
raffle to win front row tickets
at this year’s graduation. Tick-
ets are available for purchase
starting Monday, February 2
and can be purchased until Fri-
day, February 13.

They are $30 per person
and include 10 rounds of Bin-
go. Please email Samantha
Schrager (sschrager@suffield.
org) for tickets or questions
about the event. 38

Rick Sotil

Certified Arborist | 24 hours emergency work
Crane tree removal | Expert tree climbers
Firewood

860-844-8250 | www.sotiltreeservice.com

and diarthea, Cerenia and Pepcid to help her nausea and acid reflux, Meloxicam to help with her inflammation and pain, and
Panoquel to prevent necrosis of the pancreas. While this protocol worked to get her well again, the process would take a couple
weeks before she was back to herself as her symptoms would wax and wane. And each time, | worried she may not recover.

"After yet another episode came following her annual vaccines this past summer, Dr. Laston and | began to suspect
this may be some sort of immune issue. We ran a lot of bloodwork that came back with no clear answers. Aria was referred
to an Internal Medicine specialist ot Integrity Vet who agreed that her immune system has been responding inappropriately
with a hyperactive inflammatory response. It was decided that we should do our best fo limit potential triggers, keep her on a
strict prescription diet of Hill's i,/d low fat, daily probiotics, and long-term low-dose steroids. It is our hope that these steps will
prevent flare ups or at least minimize them.

“I think many people may worry that special diets and daily medications will limit
their dog's lives but | want to assure them it does not. Aria Joves her new food and she
can still have some treats. She happily takes her meds and actually looks forward to the
routine of it. Overall, it's a much better, longer life for her and she’s still able to do the
things most important to her: being silly and snuggling with me.

For reminding us that symptoms as common as vomiting and diarrhea can
sometimes be caused by rare, difficult to diagnose conditions, we are happy to name
Aria our February 2026 Suffield Veterinary Hospital Patient of the Month.

Suffield Veterinary Hospital

Dr. Ann Huntington < Dr. Anita Sabellico < Dr. Dawn Burke

Dr. Daniel Rothbart < Dr. Emilie Laston < Dr. Shannon Moran
577 East Street South (Route 159), Suffield, CT 06078 (860) 668-4041
View all of our Patients of the Month on our web site, www.suffieldvet.com
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Rotary Students of the Month Honored
By Eric Hamylak determination make her a de-  spiring others. She is an excel-

December 3, the Suffield
Rotary honored two Suffield
High School seniors at the
Suffield Country Club.

Congratulations to Rotary
Student of the Month for De-
cember, Kameron Aldridge!

Social ~Studies Teacher,
Miss Blais said, “Understand-
ing the world, and your place
in it, is truly important to
knowing how to make chang-
es. Kameron has taken this
mantra seriously. She works
hard to keep an even bal-
ance of school, organizations,
work and extracurriculars. I
have never seen a student be
so interested in so many ca-
reers- but not afraid to ex-
plore and educate herself - in
order to choose a path! As a
high schooler, she is already
taking college courses (not
just AP classes) while main-
taining steady grades, work-
ing (a solid number of hours
each week) and participating
in sports (swimming) and
other organizations (Mod-
el UN, NHS, etc.). She loves
interacting with others and
is not afraid to participate in
open discourse about chal-
lenges/changes. She is a nat-
ural leader, and although she
may not know yet which field
she wants to be in, she will do
amazing things as a local, na-
tional and global citizen.”

Math Teacher, Mr. Janick
said, “Kam always has a posi-
tive attitude and shows com-
mitment to academic growth.
She consistently leads by ex-
ample, supports her peers, and
contributes to a positive class-
room environment. With 29
students in my class, she does a
great job of standing out. Kam’s
kindness, responsibility, and

serving recipient of this award.
Congratulations, Kam!”

Social Studies Teacher, Mr.
Barile said, “Kam is a highly
engaged and insightful stu-
dent. She has a very welcom-
ing, down-to-earth, and kind
personality that brings a pos-
itive energy to the classroom.
She’s well-deserving of this
recognition!”

English Teacher, Mr. Kib-
by said, “Kam Aldridge is a
thoughtful and charismatic
leader. Her peers look to her
for guidance and support al-
most every day. I noticed how
kind she is when we had a new
student come to the class from
another state earlier in the
year and she was one of the
first students in the class to
introduce herself and make a
connection.”

Physical Education and
Health Teacher, Mr. Drago
said, “Kam has a positive atti-
tude and is an active partici-
pant in class who encourages
those around her to do their
best”

Congratulations to the Ro-
tary Student of the Month for
November, Beatrice Williams!

Special Education Teach-
er, Mrs. Grout said, “Bea is
an exceptionally committed
student whose academic ded-
ication and leadership make
her an outstanding represen-
tative of Suffield High School.
She actively serves on multiple
committees beyond the school
community, demonstrating a
deep passion for environmen-
tal preservation. As a student
leader for the Youth Climate
Summit, Bea consistently
shows initiative, responsibili-
ty, and a strong commitment
to serving the earth and in-
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lent candidate for Rotary Stu-
dent of the Month.”

Career and Technical Edu-
cation Teacher, Mrs. McClus-
key said, “Bea Williams is an
amazing role model! She is
always curious and wants to
learn. Bea is a leader in the
classroom - always prepared
and having additional ques-
tions about what we are study-
ing. She works at a daycare af-
ter school and is creative and
a positive role model for the
children in her care. Bea nat-
urally exudes responsibility,
kindness, and humility. Bea
has been involved with Sus-
tainable Suffield while at SHS
and has used her knowledge
with the elementary school
children, teaching about com-
posting as well as ecology.
Bea has expressed an interest
in becoming a teacher. She is
exactly the kind of person we
need to enter the field of edu-
cation in the future.

English Teacher, Ms. Cer-
deira said, “Bea Williams is a
stellar student and commu-
nity member. Not only does
she strive for academic suc-
cess, but she is also an en-
vironmental activist. These
qualities not only showcase
her hard work and time man-
agement skills, but they also
highlight the positive impact
that she wants to leave on
Suffield High School and her
larger community””

School Counselor, Mr. St.
Amand said, “Bea has excel-
lent character and integri-

Kameron Aldridge

ty! She is the type of person
a friend might go to when in
need. She is a self-starter, who
is conscientious and cares
about those around her”

English ~ Teacher, Ms.
DeAngelis said, “Bea is
thoughtful, kind, and pas-
sionate about what she cares
about. Everyone knows her
in the school for her environ-
mental activism, but she is
also a thoughtful student and
kind collaborator who is ac-
tive in class discussions. She's
constantly reflecting on her
own work, but equally cares
about the people around her,
who are soothed by her calm
presence and unflappable
manner.”

Family and Consumer Sci-
ence Teacher, Mrs. Haefner
said, “Bea has been an instru-
mental part of our school com-
munity. She leads our com-
posting initiative with quiet

Beatrice Williams

determination and a strong
moral compass. Her generos-
ity, kind heart, and thoughtful
nature shine through in every-
thing she does..from gifting
sourdough to sharing ideas to
helping others think through
challenges. I feel so lucky to
have had Bea as a student/
student leader! She is one of a
kind!”

English Teacher, Mr. Kib-
by said, “Bea Williams is con-
siderate and conscientious of
others and the world around
her. Her passion for the en-
vironment and the world is a
reflection of her kindness and
care for her fellow peers. Bea
is approachable and easy to
talk to, and I believe she will
make impactful changes on
the world and those around
her in her future because she
is already doing so now!”

Way to go, Beatrice and
Kameron! 3

Our family has been serving the dental needs
of the Suffield community for over 50 years

A GN ssociaes

COSMETIC & FAMILY DENTISTRY

With a Caring & Personal Touch
Family and Cosmetic Dentistry
Invisalign - Implants

CEREC-same day crowns

Nitrous Oxide Sedation Available

DR. ALAN G. NATH, D.D.S, & DR, STACEY NATH-VINICK D.M.D.

860-668-7303

133 Mountain Rd, Suffield - www.agndental.com

SCAN CODE TO VISIT US,
DATA RATES MAY APPLY.
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Kent Memorial Library

Director’s Corner

Let’s be real - life can be
hectic, stressful and some-
times downright exhausting.
That’s why National Random
Acts of Kindness Day, cele-
brated every year on Febru-
ary 17, is the perfect reason
to take a moment to spread
a little joy wherever you go.
The rules? There are none.
Literally! Do something nice,
make someone smile and feel
awesome doing it!

It likely does not surprise
you to hear that kindness is
contagious. Buying a coffee
for a stranger, complimenting
someone’s outfit, or letting
someone cut in line can set off

By Amy Vessella,
Library Director

Kindness: No Experience Necessary

a chain reaction of kind acts
and positive vibes. Around
the nation, schools, offices,
businesses and libraries en-
courage kind acts, turning an
ordinary day into a celebra-
tion of goodwill. And the best
part? You don't need a cape
or superpowers to play along.
A simple smile, a sticky note
with a kind message, helping
a neighbor carry groceries or
even letting someone merge
in front of you onto the high-
way are easy ways to promote
kindness.

Random Acts of Kind-
ness Day is far more than just
a social media hashtag. It’s a

reminder that tiny gestures
can leave a profound impact.
That text you send, that door
you hold or that compliment
you give might just turn
someones bad day around.
And let's be honest-watch-
ing someone light up because
of something you did? It'’s an
instant happiness booster for
you, too!

For myself, part of the fun
lies in the creativity. There are
so many ways to show kind-
ness. Want to leave surprise

notes on strangers’ cars? Go
for it. Want to donate a small
treat to alocal shelter? Amaz-
ing! Even the tiniest effort, a
cheerful “good morning,” a
warm smile, sharing your
dessert, or lending a hand
with a task-can have a great-
er impact than you realize, so
don’t be afraid to think out-
side the box.

So, this February 17, get
playful, get creative and get
kind. Leave a little joy wher-
ever you go. Sprinkle kind

acts everywhere, give it free-
ly and enjoy the happiness
it brings. Small acts of kind-
ness, big smiles, and end-
less possibilities-because the
world could always use more
awesome, and today, youre
the reason it happens.

PS. Make sure to stop by
the library this month. We
have an amazing Winter
Reading program for adults
and children happening until
February 28. We hope to see
you soon! 38

Photo provided by the author

Staff Shirts provided by the Kindness Matters Grant through the Meghan Voisine fund. L-R Sandy Chmiel,
Hollie Garrity, Amy Vessella, Sabine Schneider, Pinki Shah, Anna Cierocki and Wendy Taylor.

Library Activities

For more information or to register for a program, please stop by or
call the library at 860-668-3896 or go online to suffield-library.org
Follow us on Facebook. All programs are free.

By Hollie Garrity
Winter Reading
starts February 2

This year’s theme for
Winter Reading is “There’s
SNOW better time to
read!” The program will
run for the month of Feb-
ruary, ending on the 28th,
and we've got a great line up
of programs and prizes for
adults and kids. Read any-
thing and everything you
like, books, audiobooks,
magazines etc., everything
counts! So, let’s get to read-
ing and have some fun!

Programs for Adults

Let it Flow Yoga

Wednesday February 4
at 5 p.m.

We invite you to join us
for an evening of gentle yoga
in this 45-minute session
and experience the many
benefits of this mindful
practice. Please wear com-
fortable clothing and bring
your own mat. Participants
of all levels are welcome.
Registration is required.

There’s SNOW better way
to celebrate Valentine’s
Day Cookie Decorating

Wednesday February 11
at 6:30 p.m.

Join Stacey from The
Cookie Jar as she teaches us
the art of cookie decorat-
ing. You'll get to decorate
three cookies alongside
her and take them home to
share with your Valentine.
Registration is required.

Dough-It-Yourself
Pizza Class

Wednesday February 18
at 5 p.m.

In this hands-on learn-
ing experience, Matthew
will teach us the art of
dough and sauce making,
the rolling and stretching of
pizza dough and the dress-
ing and firing of the piz-
za pie. Everyone will leave
with their own 10-inch piz-
za. Registration is required.

KML Quiet Time
Book Club

Monday February 23 at

6 p.m.

D+F

an Power Equipment ¢)

General Programs

Looking to jump-start
your winter reading? Need
some accountability finish-
ing those last couple chap-
ters? Come to the KML
Quiet Time Book Club!
Take some time for your-
self to read whatever strikes
your fancy in the company
of other book lovers. Bring
your own or find one at the
library. No social interac-
tion required.

Create Your Own
Cyanotype Art - Adults

Tuesday, February 10 at
1 pm. -

Join us to create stun-
ning personal cyano-
type prints! This historic,
camera-less photograph-
ic method uses UV light
and chemistry to produce
striking blue images that
become permanent after
rinsing. All materials will
be provided, each patron
will have the opportuni-
ty to make two prints, one
artistic and one using a fa-
vorite photo. Registration

Soae . —

is required.
Wrap Up Party

Saturday February 28 at
1:30 p.m.

Join us for fun, food,
and games. We will be an-
nouncing the winners live.
First come, first served.

Movies at the Library

KML is showing movies
again! Visit our website at
www.suffield-library.org/
for more information, in-
cluding this month’s movie
showtimes.

Rise to the Challenge

Book Group

Monday, February 9 at
6:30 p.m.

Join us in reading and
discussing books that have
been challenged and/or
banned. Februarys book
will be The Golden Com-
pass by Philip Pullman.
Copies of both books will
be available at the library.
Please be aware that this
group discusses books
which may include sensi-
tive topics. Registration is

not required.
Thursday Readers
Book Discussion Group

Thursday, February 26
at 1 p.m.

Get together on the last
Thursday of the month with
other readers to discuss a
book. Books are available
at the library. Registration
is not required. The Febru-
ary title will be Three Days
in June by Anne Tyler.

Rabble Readers
Escapist Lit Book Club

Tuesday February 17 at
7 p.m.

Rabble Readers is an
Escapist Lit book club at
KML for adults. We'll read
fantasy, sci-fi, and hor-
ror, anything that takes
us away! We will meet on
the 3rd Tuesday of every
month at 7 p.m. Copies of
the books will be available
at the library; no registra-
tion is required. February’s
title is One Dark Window

bv Rachel Gillie.
Continued on Page 21
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General Programs
Continued from page 21

Mahjong

Thursday mornings
from 10 a.m. — 12 p.m.

Join us for a morning of
American Mahjong!

Make new friends as
you play one of the world's
oldest tile-based games.
For Adults -Basic knowl-
edge of the game required.
Please bring your 2025
NMJL (National Mahjong
Junior League) card. Regis-
tration required.

Kids and Teens Programs
Dinosaur Fossils
with Jurassic Classroom

Saturday, February 7 at
10 a.m.—noon - For Fami-
lies

Drop-in

Patrick Murphy will be
here for two hours with
fossils that you can touch!
Be sure to ask all your

questions! Real fossils.
Real fun!
Kids’ Craft:

Venetian Masks

Saturday, February 14 at
2 p.m. - For Ages 6 - 12

Come decorate fancy
masks with us! We'll use
markers, stickers, feath-
ers and gems to transform
plain white masks into
works of art! Whether you
wear your mask or hang it
on a wall, participants will
leave with works of art.

Lunar New Year

Tuesday, February 17,
1-2 p.m. -

Families

Drop in

Learn more about Lu-
nar New Year! There will
be a craft, traditional cal-
ligraphy, veggie dumplings
and games! Be sure to try it
all. 2026 is the year of the
horse, one of the luckiest
Chinese zodiac signs. Did
you know that in Chinese,
"upside-down" sounds
identical to the phrase
"good luck arrives"? Drop

by and learn other interest-
ing things! No registration
required.
Secret Agent
Training Camp

Wednesday, February
18 at 10:30 a.m.

Ages 6-12

Do you have what it takes
to be a secret agent? We're
hosting a training camp for
future secret agents. We'll
learn about secret codes,
the art of disguise, and
more! Space is limited; reg-
istration is required. After
registration is complete, at-
tendees will receive a secret
password to allow them en-
try to the camp.

Drop in Lego Build

Saturday February 28
between 9:30 a.m. and
noon.

Stop at the Children's
Room between 10 a.m. and
1 p.m. and build a 77-piece
Lego Mickey or Minnie
Mouse. It's yours to take
home and keep! Ages 6+
can do this independently,
younger kids that want to
participate can do so with
parent assistance. While
supplies last.

Story Time

10:30 a.m. Tuesdays and
Wednesdays

Ages 2-5

Register or Drop-in

We read books, sing
songs, make a craft and
sometimes we do science
experiments!

February 4 and 10: Let it
snow!

February 11 and 17: Car
Wash Time!

February 18 and 24:
Miss Wendy's Favorite
Books

February 25 and March
3: It's almost Spring!

Rhyme Time

10:30 a.m. Fridays: 6,
13, 20, 27

Ages 0-5 / Families

Bloom Sisters

Photo by Joan Heffernan
Amaryllis

Drop in
Outside the Box:
Neurodivergent
& Friends Club

Second Thursday of
each month from 3:30 -
4:30 p.m.

Next Meeting: Thurs-
day, February 12 at 3:30
p.m.

Open to Kids 10+ (un-
der 12, adult must remain
in the building)

Welcome to our club,
where neurodivergence is
celebrated! If you are neu-
rodivergent or you have a
friend that is, come hang
out with us! All kids 10+
are welcome, regardless
of diagnosis. We'll have
snacks, play games, do
crafts, and generally cel-
ebrate being ourselves.
(This is a social group and
will not provide diagnosis
or therapy.)

The Kids Who Read

Books Book Club

Thursday, February 19
at 3:30 p.m.

Join us for the next
meeting of The Kids Who
Read Books Book Club!
We'll be discussing Team
Chu and the Epic Hero
Quest by Julie C. Dao
(Book 2). Books will be
available to check out at the
library. Open to all people
in grades 5-12. Registra-
tion is not required. 3

SHS’s The Play That Goes
Wrong, and so Right!

By MaryKate Mormino

In an insanely hilarious and
endlessly creative production,
the Suffield High School Dra-
ma Club put on the Broadway
award winning comedy The
Play That Goes Wrong on No-

| vember 21, 22 and 23 of this

year. This play follows an ill-fat-
ed theater production company
putting on a murder mystery,
when everything goes horribly
awry. “It’s so fun, but it’s also a
little stressful because if some-
thing goes more wrong than
it's supposed to, we might not
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know how to react” expressed
junior Ethan Boldt, who acted
as the character Dennis.

In an unusual approach for
Suffield High, this production
was put on with two differ-
ent casts, each performing in
two of the shows, respective-
ly called the Teal Cast and the
Purple Cast. The Teal Cast per-
formed in the first two perfor-
mances and has worked with
quite a degree of tenacity to
bring together a show full of
difficult tech cues and many,

Continued on Page 23
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The Teal Cast’s Jack Loranger struggles to connect Elianna Vega to
the telephone as she holds up a perpetually falling wall by ways of
connecting arms (and sometimes feet) with Ethan Boldt, MaryKate

Mormino and Emma Gerkin.

Cold-Case Christianity
Video Series

A Homicide Detective In-
vestigates the Claims of the
Gospels.

Where: Kent Memorial Li-
brary, Suffield, Conn.

When: Tuesdays, March 17 -
May 12

Time: 6:30 - 8 p.m.

Format: Video Series and
Group Discussion

Admission: Free and open to
the public

Seating is limited. Please
register at Suffield-library.org
or call (860-668-3896
Can You Trust the Gospels?

Join us for an eye-open-
ing community series based
on Cold-Case Christianity -
where former homicide detec-
tive J. Warner Wallace applies
investigative techniques used
to solve real criminal cases to
the claims of the New Testa-

ment. Explore evidence, chal-
lenge assumptions and discov-
er how reason and faith work
together.
Who Should Attend
o Skeptics and atheists curi-
ous about evidence for faith
« Believers wanting a stronger
foundation
« Anyone interested in re-
spectful, open discussion
What to Expect

« Engaging video sessions led
by detective ]. Warner Wallace
« Group discussions welcom-
ing honest questions
o A friendly, judgment-free
environment

“Cold-Case Christianity in-
vites you to examine the evi-
dence, follow the facts and de-
cide for yourself”

For more information, call
Alan at (860) 550-3454 3

HOW'’S YOUR
WATER?

COMPLETE WATER SYSTEMS
Commercial § Residential § Service § Sales
Water Pumps & Tanks & Wells & Filtration
Water Conditioning & Public Water Supply

“Family owned and operated for over 50 years”

aqua pump co. ...
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE

860-668-4379

www.agquapump.com

Free Water Testing — Call for Details

COLD-CASE CHRISTIANITY

A Homicide Detective Investigates the
Claims of the Gospels

Where: Kent Memoirial Library, Suffield, CT
When: Tuesdays, March 17 — May 12, 2026
Time: 6:30 — 8:00 PM
Format: Video Series & Group Discussion
Admission: Free and open to the public

Seating is limited. Please register at
www.Suffield-library.org
or call 860-668-3896.

For more information, call Alan at 860-550-3454.
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Senior Center & Mini Bus News

By Peter Leclerc, Director of Community Services 860-668-8830

Supporting Seniors in Suffield Through Community Transportation

By Bethany Sullivan,
Community Services

As Suffield continues to
value community, indepen-
dence, and quality of life for
residents of all ages, one im-
portant service often goes un-
noticed: town-supported and
donation-funded  mini-bus
transportation for our senior
citizens.

For many of our older res-
idents, driving is no longer
a safe or realistic option, es-
pecially when traveling to an
unfamiliar destination. With-
out reliable transportation, ac-
cess to medical appointments,
grocery shopping, senior pro-
grams and social activities can
become limited—impacting
both health and well-being.
Suffield’s Mini-Bus Transpor-
tation service provides mean-
ingful benefits.

Access to Essential Services:
Reliable transportation helps
seniors attend medical ap-
pointments, run errands and
stay connected to local re-
sources.

Independence and Dignity:
Seniors can remain active and
engaged in the community
without relying solely on fami-
ly or caregivers.

Reduced Social Isolation:
Transportation enables par-
ticipation in programs at the
Senior Center and other com-
munity events, helping com-
bat loneliness.

Affordability for Fixed In-

comes: Donation-supported
and town-funded services of-
fer a cost-effective alternative
to vehicle ownership.

Support for Families and
Caregivers: Reliable transpor-
tation eases the burden on
families balancing work and
caregiving responsibilities.

A Stronger Suffield Com-
munity: Shared transportation
reduces traffic and emissions

while helping seniors continue
to support local businesses.

Senior transportation is
more than a convenience, its
a vital community service that
supports aging in place and re-
flects Suffield’s commitment to
caring for its residents. Con-
tinued awareness, community
support, and engagement help
ensure these services remain
available for those who need
them most.

You can help make a posi-
tive difference in many ways:
become a part-time paid retir-
ee driver, volunteer for clean-
ing or donate to help fund
services. If you are interest-
ed in helping in any of these
ways, please reach out to Pe-
ter Leclerc at: 860-668-3322 or
email, pleclerc@suffieldct.gov

Senior Center Lunches
Lunches are $6 and include
tea, a cold beverage, and des-
sert.
Please make reservations
by noon the day prior.
Please bring your own con-
tainer for leftovers.
Menu is subject to change.
Tues, Feb 3 - Tuna grinder
with lettuce & tomato, chips,
pickle, carrots & dip
Wed, Feb 4 - Old fashioned
goulash, salad, roll
Thurs, Feb 5 - Swiss chick-
en bake, roasted red potatoes,
vegetable
Tues, Feb 10 - Sausage
rigatoni, garlic bread, cucum-
ber salad
Wed, Feb 11 - Chicken
stew, salad, bread
Thurs, Feb 12 - Meatloaf,
cheesy ranch oven roasted po-
tatoes, vegetable
Tues, Feb 17 - Vegetable
soup, grilled cheese sandwich,
chips
Wed, Feb 18 - Baked cream
cheese chicken, baked potato,
vegetable
Thurs, Feb 19 - Brown
sugar pineapple ham steak,
mashed potato, vegetable
Tues, Feb 24 - Ham, mush-
room, and cheese quiche, fruit
cup, muffin
Wed, Feb 25 - Baked spa-
ghetti, salad, roll
Thurs, Feb 26 - Chicken
tetrazzini, Caesar salad, roll
Mini Bus Trips
Mini Bus trips require five

Please Join Us

Planning Ahead with our Aging Parents

Thursday, March 19, 2026
from 6:00 PM to 7:00 PM

11 High Street, 2nd floor, Ste. 204
Hosted by: Path To Progress: Jeannie Miller, CLC

Special Guest: Cheryl Demko-Morello; Heritage
Funeral Home: Health Educator & Funeral Director
SuffieldFuneralHome.com

Information session and Q&A

Self-Care, Caregiver Stress/ Strategies/ Grief and Funerals

Register at:

www.p2phealingcenter.com

Gain Rnowledge and skills from two professionals
in your community who have the experience to

answer your hardest questions.
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passengers and are weather
permitting. Reservations for
February trips will open on Jan-
uary 20. Call (860) 668-3844 to
make a reservation. Please call
to cancel or reschedule your
ride if you are experiencing any
symptoms of illness.

Lunch at Cheesecake Fac-
tory - Tuesday, February 3 -
Pickups begin at 11:30 a.m.

Shopping at Walmart -
Thursday, February 5 - Pick-
ups begin at 8:30 a.m.

Shopping in Holyoke -
Tuesday, February 10 - Pick-
ups begin at 9 a.m.

Lunch at the Nutmeg -
Friday, February 13 - Pickups
begin at 11:30 a.m.

Shopping at Trader Joe’s
- Tuesday, February 17 - Pick-
ups begin at 8:30 a.m.

MGM Casino in Spring-
field - Tuesday, February 24-
Pickups begin at 9 a.m.

Lunch at Suffield Pizza -
Friday, February 27 - Pickups
begin at 11:30 a.m.

February Activities

Family Feud

Tuesday, February 3 -12:45-
1:30 p.m.

Free! We have the buzzers,
the questions, and the prizes!

AARP Tax Aide

Thursdays, by Appoint-
ment

Call (860) 668-8830 to
make an appointment.

Art Hour

Thursdays 10—11:30 a.m.
FREE!

Feb 5 — Decorate a Valen-
tine’s jar and fill with candy

Feb 19 — DIY Magnets

S3 #308935

® Automatic
Oil Delivery

¢ Qil Contracts
/Service Contracts

ULL SERVICE GARAGE

“Your local source for major &
inor repairs”

FAMILY OWNED &
OPERATED SINCE 1934

Feb 26 — Galaxy Paper
Lanterns (dress for a mess)

Indoor Cornhole

Wednesday, February 11
10:30-11:30 a.m. Free!

Valentine’s Day Lunch

Thursday, February 12

Included with lunch
sign up on this day. We're
celebrating with a spin the
wheel game, photo station,
and Valentine’s candy from
Cupola Hollow!

Mardi Gras Mask
Decorating

Tuesday, February 17 9:30-

11 am. FREE!
Mardi Gras

Pass the Beads Game

Tuesday, February 17
12:40-1 p.m. FREE! The per-
son left holding the beads
wins a prize!

Open Mic Night

Friday, February 20 - 5:30
p-m.-7:30 p.m. FREE! All ages
welcome! Sign up to show oft
your talents!

Armchair Travel to Italy

Monday, Feb 23 - By Beth-
any Sullivan

11 am.—12 p.m. FREE!

We will be virtually traveling
to Italy while trying Italian
food.

For more information vis-
it suffieldseniorcenter.com or
call (860) 668-8830. 38

H.O.D. #115

TROIANO OIL COMPANY

® Boiler / AC Service

° 24 Hour
Emergency Service

777 ENFIELD ST. - ENFIELD, CT - 860.745.0321

.

DOANE'S ™/ 2

N
N

(860) 623-3894 =&
doanesaccentauto@cox.net 24
www.doanesaccentauto.com &
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Book Review

By Jane Shipp

The Correspondent

By Virginia Evans

2025 304 pgs. Crown
Publishing

This is an extraordinary
book, one that will appeal
to any reader, but particu-
larly to readers in what the
author calls the "fourth sea-
son" of life--that is to say,
the winter season. The book
is a series of letters written
by Sybil, a retired lawyer, to
family members, friends,
and various other people
in her life. Sybil is outspo-
ken and tenacious, sharp
tongued with others, but
also honest with herself and
willing to explore the mis-
takes she has made and the
regrets she holds.

There are other interest-
ing characters whose per-
sonalities and relationships
emerge through the letters:
Sybil's two adult children
Bruce and Fiona; her broth-
er Felix; her best friend Ro-
salie; her neighbor Theodore
Libeck; her half-sister Hat-
tie; and multiple other less
major characters. The pat-
tern of the content of the let-
ters often has to do with the
way Sybil is able to turn po-
tentially confrontational ex-
changes into warm encoun-
ters, although some of them
show raw anger and injured
feelings on one or both sides.

Throughout the corre-
spondence there is a trail of
unexplained guilt. There are
also a number of letters un-
sent, a kind of mystery. Syb-
il's inner life is clearly one of
professional success but also
failure in some (not all) per-
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sonal relationships, causing
hidden sorrows. In addition
to what is going on internal-
ly, she knows that she is los-
ing her eyesight, slowly go-
ing blind by degrees. Since
reading and writing are of
enormous significance to her
wellbeing, this is a fearful
phenomenon in her life, but
one that she faces bravely.
Old age--Sybil is in her
late seventies--is a season of
loss, universally: loss of phys-
ical abilities once taken for
granted; loss of strength; loss
of health, often loss of home;
loss of friends and fami-
ly members; even, as with
some minor characters in the

book, loss of mental health.
Sybil, to her credit and with

help from various others,
finds herself able and will-
ing to take on startling new
experiences even as her eyes
fail her. Finally, she con-
fronts the guilt that underlies
this plot, confessing its cause
in a long letter to a person
relatively new in her life. It is
a catharsis of sorts, and one
suspects, a healing one.

It is hard to convey the
impact of this book, its
meaningfulness, its effec-
tiveness in conveying emo-
tion. It is skillfully written,
not through particularly el-
egant language or poetic de-
scriptions, though there are
some of those, but through
unspoken nuances that allow
the reader access to Sybil's
inner life. The overall sense
the book offers is that these
are real people, genuine hu-
man beings, a family not per-
fect--a family you could say is
dysfunctional--described by
a member of the family im-
mersed in its contradictions,
in its giving and taking, in
its ups and downs, in its joys
and sorrows. The Correspon-
dent is unforgettable. 38

FREE INITIAL EXAM

The Play That Goes Wrong,
and So Right!

Continued from page 21

many lines. “I've never felt so
lucky to be able to perform
with the people who were with
me,” affirmed junior Kaylee
Barnes, who acted as the char-
acter Sandra for the Teal Cast.
“Our chemistry made it very
easy to act with each other and
make such a beautiful and hi-
larious performance. I couldn't
ask for anything more from be-
ing with them.”

With 3 weeks left until pro-
duction, the Purple Cast wel-
comed members into new
roles, Ashley Legg and Victo-
ria Jacobs! Ashley stepped into
the role of Dennis, and Victo-
ria into the role of Trevor. With
only three weeks to learn their
lines, they worked hard to suc-
ceed and helped to make the
Purple Cast’s show an awesome
production. “I knew that taking
on the role of Dennis would re-
quire a lot of blocking. One
thing I really struggled with is
memorizing my lines since I
went from a role (Trevor) who
says almost nothing to some-
one who speaks during half the
show;” stressed senior Ashley
Legg. “My cast was really great
to work with. In the end, we
were able to get it together and
have a great show.” The deter-
mination and resilience of the
cast was evident on production
night as they made the audi-
ence laugh and cheer.

As one of the actors in the
production, I had the unique
opportunity to have an inside

look at how the show came to
be what it was. I will be forever
impressed with the unique set
design - from having a working
rotating bookcase, to framed
photos dropping to the floor
on command, and even to spe-
cialized falling walls. “Tech
is always a vital component
to prepping the show;, states
student construction manag-
er Jack Ryan. “Set design and
construction starts in the be-
ginning, drafts, plans and tri-
al and error is common. Spe-
cifically for this year we had
many little bits and elements
that had to be carefully built to
be properly pulled off. For ex-
ample, when the walls fell, we
had many plans on how they
fell but eventually nailed down
exactly what optimally worked
for us. Our tech team is really
proud of this set.”

With a two-month time
frame, these two casts put to-
gether productions that will be
forever remembered by those
who acted in it and those who
saw it. “One of my best experi-
ences of drama I think I have
ever had. (Everyone) truly be-
came a family for me that I
will never forget,” junior Lil-
ian Macsata, who acted as the
character Sandra for the Purple
Cast, declares. “We always sup-
ported and helped each oth-
er even when it was a stressful
time for everyone. I don't think
I can ever find friends like that
again.” 38

"LET A KING HELP YOU FIND OR SELL YOUR CASTLE"

Realtor, ABR, PSA
Licensed in CT & MA

(M) 860.490.0155
Sallie.King@cbmoves.com

Salliekingrealtor.com

DRS.AARON DEMAIO & SEAN WILLCUTTS
Where Your Kids Are Treated Like Ourgl

NO REFERRAL REQUIRED

NORTHAMPTON
GREENFIELD
AMHERST
(@13) 586-0555

SOUTH HADLEY

SPRINGFIELD
ENFIELD
@13) 783-1111

WEST SPRINGFIELD

CHICOPEE e
(413) 733-2477 A

OUR PROGRAMS

The School for
’ Tiny People

b 668-6394

Kristen Conway, Director

449 Mapleton Avenue
Suffield, CT

A TODDLER TIME
A PRESCHOOL
A KINDERGARTEN
A BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL
A SUMMER CAMP
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SHS Fall and Winter Athletics

By Amy Muska, Director
of Athletics and Student
Activities
Suffield Middle/High
School

The fall season ended
strong with many athletes
recognized for North Cen-
tral Connecticut Confer-
ence (NCCC) All Confer-
ence, All State and qualified
for state tournament play.
The following players made
NCCC All Conference and
All State Honors.

Boys XC: Nathan Peskin
NCCC All Conference, All
State

Field Hockey: NCCC All
Conference: Amelia Shanks,
Marie Conley, Nuvia Torrez
Flores

All State: Ameila Shanks,
Nuvia Torrez Flores

Girls Soccer: NCCC All
Conference: Hazel Qua,
Madealyn Couchon, Mack-
enzie Fay

All State: Hazel Qua

Boys Soccer: NCCC All
Conference: Carter Gnatek,
Cole Tkacz

All State: Cole Tkacz

Volleyball: NCCC All
Conference: Evangelina Pla-
no, Makenna Sattan, Lauren
Lawson

Girls XC and girls swim
ended the season with a strong
performance at the NCCC XC
conference meet and state
meet for girls swimming.

Girls

soccer and
field hockey qualified for
the state tournament, Girls
soccer played Joel Barlow
and Field Hockey played
Immaculate. Both teams
played hard but unfortu-
nately didn't advance be-
yond the first round. Im-
maculate advanced to win
the Class S State Tourna-
ment. The boys soccer team
and girls volleyball team ad-
vanced to the quarter finals.
The boys soccer team lost
to Tolland in a close game.
Tolland advanced to win the
Class M State Title. The vol-
leyball team played strong
but lost to a strong Non-
newaug team.

The winter regular sea-
son has begun. The teams
are looking strong and ready
to tackle the winter season.

Girls Ice Hockey: Played
in two jamborees and then
opened with Simsbury at

the ISCC on Wednesday,
12/10.

Boys Ice Hockey: Played
in several scrimmages be-
fore opening on 12/19 with a
game away against Shepaug
Valley. They played at home
on Saturday, 12/20, against
Masuk @ the ISCC.

Girls Basketball:Opened
the season with Simsbury,
Monday, 12/15, home

Boys Basketball: Opened
with Coventry, Thursday,
12/18, home

Wrestling: The team
hosted a tournament on
Saturday, 12/13 and opened
with a match on Wednesday,
12/17, home against Granby.

Indoor Track: The boys
and girls team competed on
Saturday, January 3, for their
first meet.

Follow our Suffield HS
winter sports on the SHS
Athletic webpage or through
our Suffield Wildcats app. 38

SHS Grad Presents at National
Education Conference

From a press release

Suffield resident and Suff-
ield High School Class of 2023
graduate Mandy Young-Guz-
man was a selected speaker at
the 2025 National Association
for the Education of Young
Children (NAEYC) Annual
Conference, held November
19-21 in Orlando, Florida.

The conference was attend-
ed by over 7,000 teachers, ad-
ministrators and other early
childhood education profes-
sionals from across the coun-
try and internationally. Mandy,
19, presented on contempo-
rary understandings of neuro-
divergence, challenges neuro-
divergent students face in tra-
ditional classrooms and strate-
gies educators can use to better
support diverse learners. Her
session drew more than 170 at-
tendees and has since received
invitations to be shared in sev-
eral states and in Mexico.

A current student at Hamp-
shire College, Mandy has fo-
cused much of her academic
work on disability advocacy

and education. After identify-
ing a disconnect between exist-
ing research and what is com-
monly practiced in classrooms,
she submitted her findings to
NAEYC’s annual call for pro-
posals. Her proposal was se-
lected through a competitive,
peer-reviewed process.

Crucial messages she shared
included challenging a nega-
tive, deficit-based view of neu-
rodivergence and that provid-
ing choice, sensory-friendly
environments, flexible learning
and assessment options and
validation of student contribu-
tions will empower and benefit
all learners. Drawing on both
academic research and lived
experience as a neurodiver-
gent youth, Mandy centered
the perspectives of neurodiver-
gent children, who represent a
growing percentage of today’s
classrooms.

Mandy has credited profes-
sors Dr. Torre and Dr. Wenk for
their guidance. Those interest-
ed in her work may contact her
at 860-461-3477. 38

Photo by Mildren Guzman Young
Mandy Young-Guzman speaks at the National Association for the
Education of Young Children Annual Conference.

T

e Family owned and operated for three generations.

e Suffield’s only funeral home with a privately

owned crematorium.
e Customized burial and cremation services.

Specializing in Medicaid and Title 19 planning.
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Geoffrey Carlson, Pre-Need Funeral Director
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NICHOLSON & CARMON

Funeral Home
860.668.7324 443 East Street N., Suffield, CT

www.carmonfuneralhome.com

J. Edward “Jed” Dery, III, CFSP - Manager
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Elihu Kent, Jr., House (1786)
This house was built in 1787 for Elihu Kent, Jr., who lived here with his wife Elizabeth and
their four children, Rebecca, Betsy, Samuel and Azel. Elihu was a farmer and tavernkeeper,
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and he also served in the American Revolution alongside his father, Elihu Kent, Sr. He was Charles Kurvin House (1912)

captured at he Battle of Long Island and subsequently spent a long time in one of the Although Charles Kurvin inherited the Elihu Kent, Jr. House, he wanted a more modern

infamous sugar house prisons in New York City, where, according to historical records, he house and built this Queen Anne house next door between 1912 and 1914 leaving the

“suffered greatly.” Kent House vacant for 50 years. He added a carriage house to the new house which is
T : ; 3 : = similar to the one at the Kent House.

f——

Terrett House (1750)
The Terrett House can be found at the interesection of Mountain Road and South Grand
Street. It is a building consisting of two attached structures with the oldest building dating
back to 1750. For many years the building was the Terrett House Hotel and tavern. In 1837, -
the first post office in West Suffield was operated out of the Terrett House, the tavernkeeper , Elihu Kent
serving as the postmaster. Elihu Kent’s second home.

Chestnut Oak R Associates

YOUR HOMETOWN REALTORS

When it comes to your real estate needs, put your trust in...
KNOWLEDGE

...one of our 19 Agents...

EXPERIENCE

..with over 375 years of combined experience...

RESULTS
...and $875,000,000+ in real estate sold.

SREHANHY  REALTOR 76 Mountain Rd. - (860) 668-0234 - www.chestnutoak.com - info@chestnutoak.com
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2026 Grant Opportunity
Announced

From a press release

Applications are being
accepted through Friday,
March 6.

The Greater Hartford
Gives Foundation, former-
ly the Hartford Foundation
for Public Giving, is accept-
ing applications for grants of
up to $25,000 each through
the Amiel and Mary Anne
Zak Public Service Fund.
Approximately $80,000 will
be awarded to communi-
ty-based organizations, civ-
ic associations, volunteer
groups, and public agencies.
Over the past 23 years, more
than $1.6 million has been
awarded through 199 grants
from the fund. Grants will be
considered for a broad range
of civic needs that benefit the
public and specific popula-
tions, such as youth and the
elderly.

The successful project will
demonstrate two or more of
the following elements:

« Expand resources for
Suffield residents.

o Improve the quality of
life for Suffield residents.

o Promote community
service in Suffield.

« Inspire community spirit
by motivating citizens to feel
connected to, and responsi-
ble for, their community.

Proposals are encouraged
for capital needs and specif-
ic items, and for program
needs that are finite in dura-
tion or will become self-sus-
taining over time. Requests
that will leverage other sup-
port are encouraged. Pro-
posals for funding planning
activities, salaries, and gen-

eral operations are not en-
couraged. Projects that are
viewed as the Town’s respon-
sibility will generally not be
considered for support. This
fund is not intended to re-
place governmental fund-
ing of projects or needs that
properly should be funded
through the municipal ap-
propriations process.

An informational ses-
sion will be held on Wednes-
day, February 4, at 1 p.m. via
Zoom. To register, follow this
link or email CommPhil@
greaterhartfordgives.org for
the registration link.

Please email CommPhil@
greaterhartfordgives.org for
access to the online applica-
tion or if you have any ques-
tions about your organiza-
tion’s eligibility. If you have
technical questions about the
Grants Portal, please email
GrantsAdministration@
greaterhartfordgives.org.

Greater Hartford Gives
Foundation is the commu-
nity foundation for Hartford
and 28 surrounding towns.
Through partnerships, the
Foundation seeks to strength-
en communities in Greater
Hartford by putting philan-
thropy in action to dismantle
structural racism and achieve
equity in social and econom-
ic mobility. Made possible
by the gifts of generous indi-
viduals, families and organi-
zations, the Foundation has
awarded grants of more than
$1 billion since its founding
in 1925. For more informa-
tion, visit www.greaterhart-
fordgives.org or call 860-548-
1888 3

We can provide:
e Rough Cut Lumber

e Dimensional Lumber
e Live Edge Lumber

e Custom Beams

Or whatever you have
in mind

Custom Millwork now available

R Plus many mord
Have a SPECIAL TREE that needs to be removed but you want the wood
milled into something spacial. Have Bill's Landscaping, LLC Tree Divison,

Harvest the timber and our Mill Division will cut it to your specifications

4
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=

Pine
Oak
Cedar
Black Walnut

Bill's

Landscap

ng

LLC

cal 860-749-0448 1ol Frec 1-855-477-2325

or visit our website to request a quote: www.billslundscuping.com

CT HIC Lic. #607845 - #B-2132

Certified ICPA, NCM

Festivities for Suffield Rotary

By Natalie Donais, Rotary
President and Jay Pressert,
Rotary Board member

So, what does a Suffield
Rotarian do in Decem-
ber to close out the year?
They do what they always
do- have fun and serve the
community. In spades!

December kicked off
with Suffield Rotary’s 10th
Annual Sand and Salt for
Seniors event. This initia-
tive supports seniors who
need help keeping their
walkways and driveways
safe during snowy winters.
Seniors in need reach out
to the Suffield Rotary, and
on the designated Satur-
day morning, December
6—fittingly accompanied
by snowfall—Rotarian vol-
unteers and their families
gathered at Ffyler Place.

The Department of
Public Works, led by Lee
Corbet, provided essen-
tial support by using their
equipment to fill buckets,
which had been sourced
by the Rotary with a sand
and salt mixture. Each
bucket was topped with
a lid to keep its contents
dry throughout the winter.
Volunteers then delivered

these buckets to seniors at
no cost, receiving heartfelt
thanks in return. On this
snowy morning, sixty-six
buckets were distributed,
helping to ensure the safe-
ty and comfort of older
residents.

Four days later, Rotar-
ians gathered for a pure-
ly festive occasion: a holi-
day dinner at the beautiful
LaNotte Waterside Grille
in Windsor, Connecticut.
The evening featured de-
licious food, laughter and
a lively Yankee Swap, cre-
ating a joyful atmosphere
and lasting memories for
all who attended.

Just three days after the
holiday dinner, on Decem-
ber 13, Suffield Rotarians
and their supporters braved
“chilly” weather to partici-
pate in Suffield Alight. Ro-
tary volunteers served 33
gallons of hot chocolate—
topped with mini marsh-
mallows and  whipped

cream—to warm attendees.
The hot chocolate was of-
fered free of charge, and any
offers to pay were redirect-
ed to the nearby iconic red
kettle benefiting Suffield
Community Aid (SCA).

Photo by Natalie Donais

Helped by the Grinch, one EIf, and one very cute puppy, Rotarians
“Ring the Bell” during the holiday season to raise money for the

SCA.

When a local fami-
ly suffered a devastat-
ing house fire, the Rotary
partnered with other com-
munity  groups—includ-
ing the Firefighters As-
sociation, Suffield Police
Department, and Suffield
Volunteer ~Ambulance—
and coordinated with SCA
to provide a substantial
donation for the family.
The community united to
ensure the family received
the support and kindness
they needed during a diffi-
cult time.

The tradition of “Ring-
ing the Bell” to benefit
Suffield Community Aid
and the Salvation Army
continued throughout the
holiday season. Rotary
volunteers took on the fi-
nal weekend before Christ-
mas, determined to finish
strong. With enthusiastic
participation from Suffield
Rotarians, SHS Interact
Club members, the Assis-
tant District Governor, the
Grinch, a sparkly elf, and
some adorable pups, the
team rang the bell at both
Dunkin and CVS from
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. on
both Saturday and Sunday.
Their efforts spread holi-
day cheer and encouraged
generous donations, which
will benefit the community
throughout the year.

As Suffield Rotary con-
tinues its commitment
to “Service Above Self)
several new projects are
planned for the coming
year. Community mem-
bers are invited to join or
learn more about Suft-
ield Rotary. Meetings are
held on the first and third
Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. at
Tavern 1927 and Sufhield
Country Club. For more
information, reach out
to any Rotarian or email
ndonais@snet.net. 36

@ Suffield Country Club
341 North Main Street, Suffield, CT 06078 * (860) 668-7773

A Craft Kitchen

Best kept Secret in Town

Wednesday thru Sunday 12-8 pm
Plan your next event with us.
Prime Rib Wednesday

Live Music Thursday and Saturday
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram
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By Peter Leclerc/Donna Carney-Bastrzycki/Pam Cocca/Dan Leonard 860-668-3862

PARKS & RECREATION NEWS

Bowling Buddies Celebrate a Holiday Season to Remember

By Donna Carney-Bas-
trzycki, Director of Special
Programs

The holiday season sparkled
brighter than ever this year for
the Suffield Parks & Recreation
Department’s Bowling Buddies
Group, whose calendar was
filled with joy, friendship and
unforgettable  celebrations—
culminating in a truly magical
New Year’s trip to Bright Nights
in Springfield.

The Bowling Buddies cele-
brated throughout the season
in many special ways, includ-
ing a fun-filled Holiday Pres-
ent Making Party, a Fiesta and
Pizza with Santa Night, and a
Fellowship and Game Night
at Second Baptist Church with
a special visit from Santa. The
group also enjoyed their an-
nual Holiday Party at the Suff-
ield Senior Center, where spe-
cial guest D] Kevin Landolina
spun everyone's favorite music,
transforming the Senior Cen-
ter Great Room into a lively
dance party. Families danced
the night away following a de-
licious catered meal from Suff-
ield Pizza, making the evening
one filled with great food, mu-
sic, and holiday cheer.

To cap off the 2025 season,
Bowling Buddies participants
and their families experienced
a simply unforgettable trip to
Bright Nights in Springfield to
celebrate the New Year. While
the annual outing is always
very special, this year it was ex-
tra meaningful as members of
the Bowling Buddies and their
families traveled VIP-style on a
chartered luxury bus from Post
Road Stages. The tour bus was
incredible, and one participant

Bowling Buddies enjoying a bite to eat at McDonalds in Agawam, Mass.

even shared, “It was like being
in a rock star tour bus!”

Every seat on the beauti-
ful tour bus offered a fantas-
tic view of the dazzling lights
at Bright Nights, making the
experience truly magical. The
Bowling Buddies group would
like to extend a special thank-
you to the terrific staff at Post
Road Stages for being wonder-
ful to work with and helping
make the evening run smooth-
ly. A special shout-out goes to
driver Manny, who was fantas-
tic and ensured an enjoyable
ride for everyone. It was espe-
cially meaningful to be able to
include parents and caregivers
on this special pre-New Year’s
trip, creating lasting memories
for all involved.

This special Bright Nights
experience was made possible
through the generous donations
of community members, along
with the hard work and dedica-
tion of the dancers and support-
ers from the previous Dancing
with the Suffield Stars fundrais-
er event.

The Suffield Parks & Recre-
ation Department, in partner-
ship with Fred Astaire Dance
Studio of Suffield, will host the
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ERWINDSOR

Large Inventory of New & Used Truck Caps,

Tonneau Covers, and Trailer
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o (860) 627-9409

26 North Road, East Windsor, CT 06088
info@killamtruckmart.com

www.killamtruckmart.com
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3rd Annual Dancing Stars of
Suffield Spectacular on Satur-
day, March 28. This popular
fundraiser pairs local celebrity
dancers with professional in-
structors from Fred Astaire Stu-
dios, culminating in an exciting
evening where each pair takes
the stage to perform for a panel
of judges and a live audience.

All proceeds from the event
will benefit Suffield Parks &
Recreation’s Bowling Bud-
dies program and our Special
Olympics team, supporting
inclusive recreational oppor-
tunities for individuals of all
abilities. Tickets are expected
to sell out quickly, and commu-
nity members are encouraged
to attend, sponsor a dancer,
volunteer or donate in support
of this meaningful cause. Tick-
ets and donations are available
through Eventbrite at https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/2026-
dancing-stars-of-suffield-tick-
ets-1975027603729.

A heartfelt thank-you goes
to PeoplesBank, the event’s Ti-
tle Sponsor, for their generous
support.

In addition to Dancing Stars

Photo by Greg Mark

of Suffield, Suffield Parks & Rec-
reation invites the community
to attend our very popular Open
Mic and Talent Show Night on
Friday, February 20, from 5:30-
7:30 p.m. at the Suffield Senior
Center. This fun and welcoming
evening showcases a wide va-
riety of talents, including sing-
ing, dancing, comedy, poetry,
instrumental performances and
karaoke. Whether perform-
ing on stage or cheering from
the audience, attendees can ex-
pect a night filled with creativ-
ity, laughter, delicious food and
community connection.

Another highly anticipated
Parks & Recreation event is the
Roaring 20’s Casino and Bingo
Night Fun, taking place on Fri-
day, March 6, from 5:30-8 p.m.
This special evening invites
families to step back into the
dazzling 1920s while also cele-
brating America’s 250th Anni-
versary — Suffield Style.

This unique event honors
a pivotal era in American his-
tory — the Roaring 1920s —
a time of innovation, cultural
change and community spirit,
as part of our town’s recogni-

Local Decisions. Local Servicing.

Lifelong Relationships.

Call Windsor Federal’s Mortgage Advisor Hotline today! 860-627-0815

860-688-8511

Windsor

FEDERAL BANK

\\J

Windsor | East Windsor | South Windsor | Bloomfield | Granby | Suffield

tion of 250 years of American
history. Guests will enjoy a
mock speakeasy-style atmo-
sphere, casino-style tutorial
games, lively music, dancing,
and exciting rounds of Bingo
with plenty of prizes to be won.
Guests are encouraged to dress
in 1920’s-inspired attire such as
flapper dresses, pearls, fedoras
and bow ties, or come as they
are and join the fun.

Adults can try their hand at
casino-style games in a relaxed,
playful setting, while children
will enjoy games, crafts and
activities in the Youth Ser-
vice Game Room. This all-ag-
es event celebrates our nation’s
past, community traditions,
and shared experiences — 250
years strong. The event will be
held on Friday, March 6 from
5:30-8 p.m. at the Suffield Se-
nior Center. The event is for all
ages and the cost is $10. Chil-
dren two and under are free!

Looking ahead, Summer
Programs and Camp Registra-
tion will open at 9 a.m. on Mon-
day, March 16. Residents are
encouraged to register early, as
programs and camps fill quickly
each year. We are also accepting
applications for summer staff
positions, including camp lead-
ership roles, lifeguards, counsel-
ors, and event staff. The applica-
tion deadline is Friday, March
13. For more information, visit
suffieldrec.com.

Suffield Parks & Recreation
looks forward to welcoming
participants to upcoming pro-
grams.Wishing everyone a
wonderful and memory-filled
2026! 38

Scan to
begin your
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By Tony Peterson

Are you considering trad-
ing in an older car or truck
that runs well but lacks mod-
ern safety warning systems?

There could be a less ex-
pensive alternative.

Reliable safety alert equip-
ment can be installed in your
older car and work well,
though without all the fea-
tures of new car systems.

Take a forward collision
warning system, for exam-
ple. It can cost about $450
installed, depending on your
car, and alert you with a
sound and red light if you're
approaching a stopped car or
pedestrian too fast. But un-
like many new car systems,
it won't automatically apply
the brakes because it’s not in-
tegrated with your car’s elec-
tronics.

Other systems include
blind-spot monitoring that
alerts you to cars approach-
ing in adjoining lanes, backup
cameras, cameras that record
drivers around you for proof
of unsafe driving in the event
of an accident, and front and
rear sensors that help you

park without bumping into
other cars. Some devices, like
the aforementioned forward
collision warning system, can
combine multiple functions.

For this article, I phoned
five Connecticut and Massa-
chusetts installers of car safe-
ty warning systems and vis-
ited one who impressed me
most with his knowledge and
willingness to answer ques-
tions by phone.

James Smith, owner of Act
Audio in Vernon, has been
installing car safety monitor-
ing equipment since 2008.
Hes a low-key professional
who said he offers only mid-
to high-end equipment and is
meticulous about installation,
such as safely routing wires.
He said many new car deal-
ers bring cars to him for the
installation of systems that
manufacturers don't offer. His
work doesn't void new-car
warranties, he stressed.

According to the Mobile
Electronics Certified Pro-
fessionals (MECP) website,
Smith’s firm is one of only
three New England shops
that employ certified techni-

Photo by James Smith
An Act technician installs parking
sensors on a GMC truck.

cians.

The MECP is a certifying
body that offers three levels
of certification for techni-
cians: Apprentice, Skilled and
Expert. To achieve the differ-
ent levels, technicians need
to take a variety of cours-
es, some lasting eight to 10
hours, and pass tests. Two of
Smith’s five installers, includ-
ing him, are MECP certified.
He said, “Cars today are very
advanced, and most shops
don't participate in training
or certification programs.”

Only one other shop con-
venient to Suffield residents

Safety Alert Systems for Older Cars

employs MECP-certified tech-
nicians. It's Innovative Con-
cepts of Wilbraham. Smith
knows the owner and endors-
es his work, even though they
are competitors, which speaks
to Smith’s integrity.
What you should
expect to pay

Backup cameras with an
external monitor or special
rearview mirror that turns
on only when you put your
car in reverse can cost about
$500. Replacing an existing
radio with a radio/display that
shows a rear view while back-
ing up will cost considerably
more.

For front- and rear-facing
cameras, called Dash Cams,
that record drivers around
you, expect to pay about $500
total.

Blind-spot sensors that
detect cars in adjoining lanes
approaching you require the
removal and reinstallation
of bumpers. They cost about
$900, including alert lights on
the front roof support pillars
inside the car.

Front and rear parking
sensors are about $600 in-

How About a Weekly DVD Adventure?

By Judy Edwards
Are you looking for a
fresh and engaging way to
enjoy movies with some-
one?

My grandson and I did
this by combining the alpha-
bet with our love for movies.
This unique approach in-
volves selecting a movie that
begins with each letter of the
alphabet from your library
or personal collection and
watching one film per week.
It's been an entertaining ad-
venture each week as we se-
lected the movies beginning
with the letter of the week--
a fun challenge that not only
encourages you to revisit

old favorites but also to dis-
cover hidden gems you may
have overlooked. We found
favorites and duds. One of
our favorites was How to
Marry a Millionaire and a
dud turned out to be Sleep-
er. Share the experience by
Inviting friends or family
to join in the fun. They can
help pick the weekly mov-
ie or watch along, spark-
ing lively discussions about
each film. You'll enjoy the
popcorn even more.

The concept is simple:
begin with the letter "A" and
choose a DVD whose title
starts with that letter. The
following week, move on to

"B," and continue through
the alphabet, tackling one
letter each week. You may
find yourself choosing clas-
sics, comedies, dramas or
even documentaries. This
method adds structure and
anticipation to your movie
nights, turning them into
an unforgettable cinematic
journey.

Discover what the library
has to offer. After 26 weeks
you know the librarians by
name, and you’ll find your-
self getting into a discussion
about your picks. This ap-
proach encourages you to
explore and appreciate the
tull range of films you have

CONNECTICUT'S PREMIER EYE CARE PRACTICE

Connecticut Vision

Specializing in Eye Care and
Eye Wear for the whole family.

New Patients are WELCOME!

Dr. Allise Markowski
. & Dr. Christina Gonzalez
. OF CONNECTICUT VISION

230B Mountain Road
Suffield, CT 06078

Call for an Appointment: 860-386-5159

www.ConnecticutVision.com

available including those
you may have neglected or
forgotten. You'll naturally
encounter a wide array of
genres and stories, keeping
your movie nights fresh
and interesting. Planning
ahead for each week's let-
ter and movie can create
excitement and make your
film-watching ritual some-
thing to look forward to.
It's time to start your

26-week game 38

Licensed
& Insured

stalled.

The prices quoted are
rough figures. Depend-
ing on your vehicle model,
you may pay more or less.
Smith said installing equip-
ment on older Toyotas can
be in line with the quoted
prices, whereas installation
in BMWs and Mercedes is
typically much more expen-
sive due to their complex
electronics.

If you're interested in up-
grading your older car with
modern safety equipment,
I'd visit a store like Act Audio
to view their selection and
let the James Smiths of the
world help you determine
exactly what’s right for you.

Don't expect the instal-
lation of safety warning
systems in older vehicles to
yield you much savings in
car insurance. My insurer,
Amica, said they offer only
one discount, and that’s for
forward collision warning
systems, as mentioned in
this article. It amounts to
about $10 annually.

Few customer complaints

When I asked Smith
about customer complaints,
he said they are minimal. He
noted that the equipment he
installs is reliable and cau-
tioned prospective buyers
not to be lured in by prices
they see on Amazon, which
might be for low-quality
systems and dont include
professional installation. He
said customers occasionally
experience false alarms that
require sensor adjustment,
yet system recalibration is
typically needed only when
adriver bumps a camera that
requires realignment. 38
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By Abby Wolcott

It is February, so, I have
the theme song from Love
Story circulating in my
head and am seeking out
that red beret that Ali Mc-
Graw wore so well back in
the 70s when she and Oliver
Barrett broke our hearts.
But one does not need to
be sporting a red beret in
a convertible on Radcliffe’s
campus to think about love.

Sure enough, when I
peer out at my bird feed-
er, I am able to witness all
kinds of love right before
my eyes. The birds are do-
ing their part to show me
the sampler platter of styles
of affection. Some I am fa-
miliar with; some were a
fleeting part of my past and
some [ aspire to. It runs the
gamut. My regular visitors,
the mourning doves, fan
out on the ground and peck
away at seeds as they com-
ingle with the gentlest de-
meanor. There do not seem
to be any highs or lows in
their affection, but they
show up and stay by their
friend or mate’s side day
after day. They are quiet

Look No Further

Thank Who?

“Look No Further” is an
Observer feature to spot-
light our advertisers. Read-
ers will be able to quickly
and easily find the services
they need.

Accountants
Begley & Associates. ... 14

Antiques (Buying)
Always Antiques ... .... 13
Auto Sales
Bradley Automotive .... 8

Doane’s Accent Auto. .. 22

Banks
Windsor Federal ....27,32

Barber
Pilgrim Barber Shop . ... .2

Churches
First Church
of Christ ........... 10
Good Shepherd
Lutheran ............ 11
Sacred Heart.......... 10
Second Baptist ... ..... 11
West Suffield
Congregational . . . .. 11
Cleaning/Gardening
Cleaning Service ....... 19
Garden Solution. .. ...... 2
Day Care
Conway’s
Kiddie Kollege ... ..... 23

Love isin the Air

companions. The nuthatch-
es take in the whole scene
and have a feistier interac-
tion. This involves their un-
dulating flight and may be
accented by the flashing of
wings, gymnastics up and
down the tree trunk and
staring into their partner’s
eyes on the far side of the
mulberry tree. The blue jays
descend with much fan-
fare. They shout and shake
the branches and sure look
splendid against the snow.
Their markings resemble
thick ropey necklaces of
bling, and their love is not
for the faint of heart. They
are loud and brash and al-
ways right. It seems like a
little of that goes a long way.

In contrast, a pair of car-
dinals visit each day at dusk.
They are shy and quiet this
time of year and like the
cover of twilight. They seem
to remain paired up on ev-
ery visit, and friends have
witnessed them passing a
sunflower seed to each oth-
er, beak to beak. I have not
been lucky enough to see
that, but they have plenty of
other endearing habits that

Dentists
A.G.N. Dental Assoc... 19
Suffield Village Dental. . . .4
Treehouse
Orthodontics

........

Electrical Contractors

C & GElectric ......... 9
J.T.N. Electrical ....... 16
Event

ColdCase............. 21

Farm

Hastings .............. 13

Financial Services
Edward Jones
(Beyer) ............. 22
Funeral Homes
Heritage............. 7!
Nicholson & Carmon .. 24
Garage Door

Atlas Overhead. .. ...... 14
Hauling

Scott’s Hauling. ........ 6
Healing

BlueHeron............ 9
Health

Integrated

Rehabilitation. . ... ... 6
Insurance
PA. Bland
& Associates......... 2

Hanging out at the birdfeeder.

show their understated, de-
voted love. It is something
to behold and frequently
stops me in my tracks in
my kitchen, and my pb&js
remain unfinished on the
counter until the cardinals
fly off into the woods to bed
down.

My most common vis-
itor for the last month has
been a large flock of house
finch with their notched
tails and rounded heads.
The males sport red mark-
ings while the females are
mostly brown. They crave
the safety of the group and

Thank Youl

A BIG THANK YOU to our many advertisers who have
generously supported The Suffield Observer

Bowen Agency
Brooks, Todd, McNeil . 6

Stone Insurance ........ 4
Kitchen and Floors

Kitchen and Floors . . ... 15
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CT Vision............. 29
Plumbing/Heating/AC
Broco Plumbing ....... 29
Jim T’s Plumbing . . . ... 11
Krupa ................ 8
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Troiano .............. 22
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Artoli Realty
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areall about having a big cir-
cle of friends and partners,
and they can cycle in and
out of the group. From my
amateur eye, their behavior
is reminiscent of the com-
mune lifestyle which was
popular a few decades back
and apparently never went
completely out of style. The
group provides great enter-
tainment, and more specif-
ically, brings back the love
choices of the band mem-
bers of Fleetwood Mac or
the Mamas and the Papas
which were fluid, flexible
and ever evolving. It was
hard to take my eyes off the
couples because once I did,
one of them would change
partners, and they never
missed a beat while they
did so. The house finches
seem to be able to do the
same.

So, as you ponder love
this month, think about
what the birds are showing
you right out your window.
Maybe a friend or, even
better, a lover can loan
you a red beret. I find that
wearing one magnifies the
feeling. 36

Say you saw it in
the Observer

Schools
Suffield Academy...... 20
Tree Services
Mountain Tree........ 12
Sikes Tree Service . ..... 4
Sotil Tree Service. .. ... 18
Rentals
KillamInc............ 27
Veterinarian

SVH Pet of the Month. . .18

Water Utility
Aqua Pump............ 24

Online
Advertising
Available

By Kathy Werth

The Observer offers online
advertising. Unlike the print
edition, where ads appear be-
neath articles on specific pages,
ads in the digital edition appear
beneath articles that our read-
ers are actively viewing.

For advertisers with an on-
line presence, such as a website
or a Facebook page, we can in-
clude a link to it so readers can
access more information by
simply clicking on an ad.

To upgrade to online advertis-
ing, contact Ann Kannen by email
at ads@thesuffieldobserver.com
or by phone at 860-668-7442. 38
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Suffield Plavers —

From a press release

The Suffield Players are
proud to present Holidazed,
a funny, heartfelt play by En-
field, Connecticut playwright
Bailly Morse, directed by Fa-
had Ramat. This lively and
poignant comedy runs Feb-
ruary 13, 14, 15, 20, 21, 22,
27 and 28 at Mapleton Hall in
Suffield.

Produced by The Suffield
Players, Holidazed is a warm,
laugh-out-loud, and deeply re-
latable comedy that celebrates
family, change and finding
yourself when life doesn’t go
according to plan.

When Francine (Jenni-
fer Madison) discovers her
two college-aged children
(Bailly Morse and Ben Can-
twell) won't be coming home
for any of the holidays, she
decides to host a full year’s
worth of celebrations in one
frenzied week before they
leave for school. What begins
as a loving attempt to hold

on, quickly erupts into hi-
larious chaos. Her rebellious
octogenarian mother (Bar-
bara Gallow) keeps sneaking
out, her ex-husband (Mark
O’Donnell) arrives unexpect-
edly with his much younger
girlfriend (Krista Krupa), and
Francine develops confusing
feelings for her handsome
handyman (Chris Torizzo). As
the holidays spiral into absur-
dity, Francine must confront
the deeper question beneath
the laughter: Who is she when
her children are gone and the
holidays are over?

Blending sharp comedy
with emotional honesty, Hol-
idazed explores family, iden-
tity, aging and the bittersweet
transitions of parenthood.
The Suffield Players are espe-
cially excited to showcase the
work of local playwright Bail-
ly Morse, whose connection to
the region adds a meaningful
community dimension to this
production.

Suffield
Developmental
Preschool
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Call Spaulding School @ 860-668-3352
to schedule an
appointment
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learning
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Holidazed

Performance Schedule:

Friday and Saturday eve-
nings at 8 p.m.

Sunday matinees at 2 p.m.

Subtitled Performances

February 14, 20 and 22

Ticket and Seating Infor-
mation:

Seating is assigned in the
order reservations are re-
ceived. Any requests for spe-
cial seating must be noted at
the time of purchase and are
subject to availability. Patrons
requesting accommodations
for specific needs (such as
limited mobility) should com-
plete the “Preference for Seat-
ing (Specific issues)” section
when ordering tickets.

For ticketing assistance,
contact the Box Office at box-
office@suffieldplayers.org or
1-800-289-6148. 3

Senior Valentine

Meals

By Jen Lord

Celebrate Valentine’s Day
with a cherished community
tradition! The Friends of Suff-
ield Senior Valentine’s Social is
delighted to host its 39th annu-
al event, with Suffield Acade-
my once again providing com-
plimentary,  home-delivered
meals. Were excited to share a
little extra love and cheer this
February.

This festive meal will fea-
ture grilled chicken with roast-
ed vegetables, potatoes and
cookies for dessert. Meals are
complimentary and limited in
number, so reservations are re-
quired by February 5 or while
supplies last.

This event is open to Suff-
ield senior citizens. Deliver-
ies will take place on Saturday,
February 14, between 12 and
2:30 p.m.

To reserve a meal, please call
Lori Sych at 860-668-5122. 38

KML Art Dlsplay

By Fran Milliken

As part of the Suffield Arts
Council programs, this month
the works of Kim Velky will be
displayed at the Kent Memorial
Library. Kim, a Granville, MA
resident, is a self-taught artist,
working in acrylics, to paint a
variety of colorful subjects, in-
cluding landscapes, seascapes,
trees, plants, flowers, animals,
and more.

Inspired early by PBS artist
Bob Ross and his “Happy Little
Trees”, she found supplies and
would paint along with him and
was fascinated with the results.

She gave up painting for
many years, to raise a family of
three, while running a daycare.
Her husband was away, serving

in the Navy at the time.

She began painting again
in 2015 and found new enjoy-
ment in the process. Though
she has had no formal training,
she enjoys developing her own
style, and having more time for
painting, as her children are
NOW grown.

Viewers may view this dis-
play during February, in the
Pinney Gallery of the Library
from February 2-28. A “Meet
the Artist” Reception is sched-
uled for Thursday, February 12,
from 6 - 8 p.m.

This show is made possible
through the joint efforts of the
Suffield Arts Council, the artist
and the Kent Memorial Library
staff. 38
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DRAFTING THE
DRAMA

A PLAYWRITING WORKSHOP WITH MATT BESSETTE

AN B-WEEK PLAYWRITING WORKSHOP FOR ADULTS 18+ WILL
BE HELD TUESDAY EVENINGS, MARCH3 - APRIL 21

COST $375 | REGISTRATION OPEN

Suffield Players

When you want simply the best service and quality available, contact
Bill's Landscaping LLC. A knowledgeable, polite representative will meet
you to address your landscape requirements!

LLC

© Patios,

Blll' \ f! ; 'l
Landscap“ ng

riveways, Walkways ¢ Retaining Walls  Landscape Design &
o Exterior Grounds Maintenance ® Tree Removal Service, Stump Grinding Service
© Turf Mowing, Spring Cleanup, Ornamental Shrub Pruning

contact Bill's Land g LLC.

Schedule Your Spring Project!

When you want simply the best service and quality availabl
Al geable, polite rep:

or visit our website to request a quote: www.billslundscuping.com

T HIC Lic.

#607845 - #B-2132

ive will meet you to address your landscape requlrements

o CT State Certified Arborist
*TCIA Certified Tree Care Professional Performing Tree Care Work

all 860-749-0448 1ot free 1-855-477-2325

Certified ICPA, NCMA

For Reliable Professional Service
With Over 25 Years
In The Community, CALL US!

Residential
Mowing
and
Spring
Cleanup
Available

Certified
Master Gardener On Staff
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McAlister Enjoys a Penguin Visit and an Antarctic Adventure

By Denise Raymond,
McAlister PE teacher and
Kris Pryce, principal

Learning came to life for
students at McAlister Inter-
mediate School in January
thanks to a PTO-sponsored
visit from Mystic Aquari-
um. Through its outreach
program, Mystic Aquarium
introduced students to Af-
rican penguins and shared
how their dedicated care
team works together to pro-
tect and preserve this criti-
cally endangered species.

Students learned how
penguins receive their
names, explored the dif-
ferent parts of a penguin’s
body, and discovered how
these adaptations help
them thrive both on land
and in the water. They were
especially fascinated by the
unique features that allow
penguins to swallow fish
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Globe trotting penguin visits students at McAlister.

whole. The highlight of the
program was an unforget-
table, up-close encounter
with a real-life penguin
who visited McAlister, cre-
ating a truly memorable ex-
perience for students.
Complementing the
aquarium’s  presentation,
students also enjoyed a
presentation by McAlister
physical education teacher
Denise Raymond, who re-
cently traveled to Antarc-
tica with her husband and
son, Lucas. Mrs. Raymond

described the breathtaking
landscape of the Antarctic
Peninsula, where endless
white mountains stretch to
the horizon and massive
glaciers churn icebergs into
the sea. She shared how her
family traveled alongside
a diverse team of experts
aboard a state-of-the-art
expedition ship, ventur-
ing into quiet channels and
coves framed by towering
peaks.

Through photos and
stories, students learned

about spotting whales from
the ship’s bow, gliding past
enormous icebergs in small
Zodiac boats, and explor-
ing the continent through
hiking and kayaking. She
also explained how the trip
offered both adventure and
moments of peaceful re-
flection, surrounded by the
beauty and stillness of one
of the most remote places
on Earth.

This extraordinary jour-
ney came about thanks to
Lucas, who has been raising
money annually for Mys-
tic Aquarium’s Run, Walk,
and Waddle event. In rec-
ognition of his efforts, Lucas
was invited to appear on The
Tamron Hall Show in No-
vember 2024 for a segment
celebrating children who
make a difference in their
communities. During the
show, Lucas was surprised
with the opportunity of a
lifetime: a trip to Antarctica
with National Geographic
Expeditions.

Denise wanted to bring
that once-in-a-lifetime ex-
perience back to her stu-
dents, using it as a re-
al-world learning opportu-
nity to teach about Antarc-
tica and the penguins and
wildlife that call the conti-
nent home.

Together, these two pro-

Live Where You Love

With rates you’ll love

...and local mortgage experts to guide you through

the homebuying process!

grams supported Suffield
Public Schools’ initiative
for place-based learning,
which connects students
with  local community
members and organiza-
tions to create meaningful,
real-life learning experi-
ences that spark curiosity,
deepen understanding, and
inspire a love of learning 38

Star Award
| .’ goes to

Windsor Federal
Bank

Windsor Federal Bank,
is proud to announce it is
starting 2026 with anoth-
er 5-Star Superior rating
from BauerFinancial, the
Nations Premier Bank
Rating Firm.

A 5-Star Superior rat-
ing indicates that Wind-
sor Federal Bank is one
of the strongest banks in
the nation, excelling in ar-
eas of capital, loan quali-
ty, stability and more.This
marks the 43rd consecu-
tive quarter that Windsor
Federal Bank has earned
this top rating, which se-
cures it an even more elite
status as an “Exceptional
Performance Bank.”

Scan to

begin your
journey!

Windsor

FEDERAL BANK
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