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Suffield’s History and Notable People Honored

By Jackie Hemond
Trees have both com-
mon and scientific names,
such as Eastern White Pine
(Pinus strobus). On June 6,
Trees for Suffield will give
a third name, a personal
name, to two “notable” trees
located in Sunrise Park: the
Smith Sassafras (Sassafras
albidum) and the Loomis
White Fir (Abies concolor).
Naming a tree with a per-
sonal name makes it stand
out, gives people a closer
connection to nature and in
this case, celebrates the life
of two men who made last-

ing impacts on Suffield.

Tree Naming
Ceremony
at Sunrise Park,
June 6 at
1:30 p.m.

The Smith Sassafras
will commemorate Lester
Smith, who died in 2024 af-
ter decades of service to the
town as Town Historian,
The Suffield Observer writ-
er and photographer, King
House Museum curator,
Boy Scout leader and Kent
Memorial Library support-

By John Spencer,

Chief, Suffield Volunteer

Ambulance Association

The Suffield Volunteer
Ambulance Association
(SVAA) has been recognized
on the national stage as the
2026 EMS Agency of the Year
by the National EMS Manage-
ment Association.

ChiefJohn Spencer, Captain
Jacob Audet, and Administra-
tive Director Jennifer Ferguson
traveled to Washington, D.C.
to attend the organization’s in-
augural national conference,
joining hundreds of EMS lead-
ers from across the country.
During the conference, SVAA
was formally recognized for its
outstanding contributions to
the field of emergency medical
services.

Photo by Marty Aligatz;

Burbank Sycamore was named in 2024 by the Trees for Suffield Initiative.

er. Smith knew Sunrise Park
well from his years marking
trails with the Scouts. He
loved trees. Writing about
the mighty Spencer Oak,
a famous Suffield tree, he
mourned its demise when it
fell several years ago.

The Loomis White Fir
will honor Roger Loom-
is, Sunrise Parks first su-
perintendent (1966-1982).
He developed the Park’s
trail system, planted exten-
sively and maintained the
grounds. Loomis was also a
Boy Scout leader, an officer
of the Historical Society and
a Town Forest Commission
member for 40 years. His
exceptional ~ photographs
chronicled Suffield’s events

and people. Loomis died in
1999.

The Smith and Loomis
trees join the lofty ranks of
other historically significant
Suffield trees, including the
Spencer Oak, Trumble Oak,
Granger Maple, Washing-
ton Elms and Burbank Syc-
amore, living (and once-liv-
ing) symbols of the town’s
past.

The Spencer Oak, once
the largest chestnut oak in
New England, was perhaps
a seedling around Suffield’s
founding in 1670. It stood
for over 300 years. In the
1930s, Samuel Reid Spencer,
a Connecticut lieutenant
governor and Suffield resi-
dent, bought the old Egan

farm on North Stone Street
where the tree had rooted.
Spencer cared for the tree
and when he sold the prop-
erty to John Beresford trans-
ferred the care of the tree
to him. In 1955, Beresford
deeded a path to the tree
ensuring public access to it.
Visitors, including Katha-
rine Hepburn, came to ad-
mire the tree. In 1989, its
enormous size was record-
ed: 65 feet tall, with a 8.5-
foot girth and a sprawling
canopy spanning 117 feet.
The Trumble Oak, a be-
loved landmark along Riv-
er Road (now River Bou-
levard), marked the ances-
tral home of the Trumble/
Trumbull family. One de-

Suffield Volunteer Ambulance Association

Receives Prestigious National Honor

This prestigious award high-
lights agencies that demon-
strate excellence in operations,
leadership, clinical care, and
organizational ~ development.
SVAA was selected for its con-
tinued efforts to build and sus-
tain a high-performing EMS
system rooted in innovation,
accountability, and service to
the community.

Central to that recognition
is the organization’s ability to
successfully integrate providers
into a unified, cohesive culture.
By fostering collaboration and
shared ownership, SVAA has
created an environment where
individuals work seamlessly to-
gether in support of a common
mission.

The agency was also rec-
ognized for its commitment

==

Photo by National EMS Management Association(NEMSMA)
Left to Right: Pat Songer (Executive Director NEMSMA), Captain Jacob
Audet (SVAA), Administrative Director Jennifer Ferguson (SVAA), Chief
John Spencer (SVAA).

to delivering progressive, ev-
idence-based  patient care,
while continuously advancing
its clinical practices, training,

and operational systems. This
approach ensures that the com-
munity receives care that is not
only compassionate but aligned

scendant, Jonathan Trum-
bull would become a colo-
nial governor of Connecti-
cut, and John Trumbull,
Jonathan’s son, would earn
fame as the “Painter of the
[American]  Revolution”
The historic tree was cut
down in 1910.

The Granger Maple was
planted by Launcelot Grang-
er, a first Suffield settler, who
moved to town in 1674. The
tree, planted in front of his
house on High Street where
the Suffield Academy is lo-
cated, survived until 1922,
aged 248.

The Washington Elms,
twin trees planted on the
southern Green in the ear-
ly 1700s, shaded George
Washington when he greet-
ed Suffield residents in June
1775 on his way to assume
command of the Continen-
tal Army. One of the elm
trees fell down, but the other
remained standing for many
years — as a real, physical
tree and an important sym-
bol in the town’s lore.

The Burbank Sycamore
towers over the Phelps-
Hatheway House. Its ori-
gins are unknown, but it
has likely stood beside the
circa 1761 Shem Burbank
house for most of its life.

Continued on Page 4

with the latest standards and
best practices in EMS.

“This recognition reflects
the standard our providers set
every day; said Chief Spencer.
“It is a direct result of the cul-
ture they have built—one fo-
cused on accountability, con-
tinuous improvement, and pa-
tient-centered care”

As SVAA celebrates its 50th
anniversary, this national rec-
ognition underscores both the
strength of the organization to-
day and its continued trajecto-
ry forward.

The award serves not as a
destination, but as a reflection
of the foundation built by its
providers—and a commitment
to continue advancing EMS
care, leadership, and service in
the years ahead. 3
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Body, Mind and Spirit com N i
I like to remind myself that I am a person with a body, mind )
and spirit. I need to feed all three to be healthy. Taking care of Skateboard Park
the mind and body is important, but sometimes we neglect the Dear Editor, —

spirit. My mom was a spiritual person. Even when her mind and
body were failing, her spirit was strong. There was a Police song
where they sang “We are spirits in a material world”. The lyrics
comment on the nature of man’s existence and the failure of his
earthly institutions. Some say, “What is happening to our moral
fabric today?” Also, people like to talk about their worldview and
how they interpret reality based on their knowledge, culture and
experience. Many inherit their worldview from their parents but
then go off to find themselves. Finding yourself is the process of
discovering your true core values, passions and identity, rather
than living by others’ expectations. What about you?

For me, church has influenced my morality as a baby boomer.
I left the church for a while in college trying to “find myself” but
eventually was drawn back there. Church was always a safe and
encouraging place. However, our culture is changing. Generation
Z, sometimes called the cell phone generation, is the least reli-
gious generation in American history. The global youth culture is
not trusting of institutions and is more influenced by the enter-
tainment industry, social media, video games, sports gambling,
etc. Should we lose hope? I don't think so. A common sentiment
for Gen. Z is that spirituality is a feeling, like when you hold a
newborn baby; there is energy, a force that lives.

In a book I'm reading, the writer visits a coffee shop and the
barista had a pin on her shirt that said, “Be human-centered”. The
writer then asked, “What does that mean?” Her response was,
“Well, it means you treat other people like you want to be treat-
ed and consider other people's needs above your own”. Then he
asked, “Where does that come from?” She looked confused and
just pointed to the pin.

Wow, if everyone was human-centered, the world would
certainly be a more pleasant place, and our energy or life force
would be more positive and contagious. So, if this recapture
of the Golden Rule resonates with you, let’s try to be more hu-
man-centered today.

Steve Smith
Editor-of-the Month

Political Party
Transfer Deadline: May 11

By Darlene Burrell,
Registrar of Voters
May 11 is the final day for
an enrolled elector to transfer
from one political party to an-
other and still be eligible to vote
in their new party’s primary on
August 8, if a primary is held.
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Voters can verify their cur-
rent political party enrollment by
using the Connecticut Voter Reg-
istration Lookup Tool at: https://
portaldir.ct.gov/sots/lookup.aspx
or by calling the Registrars of
Voters at 860-668-3850.

Please note: Connecticut
law requires a three-month
waiting period when switch-
ing from one political party to
another before a voter becomes
eligible to participate in that
party’s primary. 3

Pilgri

1m Barber Shop
& Styhng Salon

Find us at 35 High Street, Suffield, CT
across from Coldwell Banker Realty.
860-668-0170 or 413-244-7679

I learned to skateboard
last spring, and I like to skate
a lot. But I have to go to oth-
er towns to be able to skate.
I tried going to the Suffield
skatepark behind the town
hall, but it wasn't safe because
it was in bad repair and had
been badly patched. Just like
no one wants to play on a bro-
ken playground, no one wants
to skate in a broken park. Re-
doing the Suffield skatepark
would provide a place for
people of all ages to hang out
and skate or scooter. It would
be accessible from sidewalks
so you could walk down to
the park, even from school.

There are so many differ-
ent kinds of tricks of varying
difficulties. Even if you are
new to skating you can have
a lot of fun learning. And if
you have been skating for a
while there are still nearly
endless tricks you can learn.
When you are trying to learn
a new trick, you have to keep
at it even if you fall off or if it
takes a long time to learn. But
when you finally get the hang
of a trick, it’s really satisfying.
With an outdoor park you
can skate from early spring
to late fall, so it’s available for
use most of the year. As it is,
no one will use the park, but if
Suffield replaced the old park
with a modern skatepark it
would be a popular place for
the whole town.

Karl Peterson

Photo provided by the author
(Lto R) Local builder Elzear Roy, Social Services Commission Chair Robin
Zatony, Suffield Rotary President Natalie Donais and Drake Smith,
project manager for The Barn Yard in Ellington, at the new bandstand

site. Rendering shown at right.

New Town Green
Bandstand Could Last
Over 100 Years

By Tony Peterson

A new hexagonal band-
stand, 80% larger than the
old one, is being installed on
the town green. Funded by
private donations, it will cost
about $200,000 and has ap-
proval from the Historic Dis-
trict Commission.

The impetus to replace the
original rickety bandstand,
which was built in 1976 and
condemned in March, came
from a conversation last
spring between the chair of
Suffield’s social services com-
mission, Robin Zatony, and
Peter Leclerc, the director of
community services.

Zatony asked Leclerc how
she could help, and he replied
that he needed a new, larger
bandstand to host events, but
didn’t have the funds. Zato-
ny said she thought she could
make it happen.

Soon, she was spreading
the word and soliciting pri-
vate donors. Some, like local
builder Elzear Roy, offered
free or discounted services,
while others offered monetary
donations.

At his expense, Roy razed
the old, rotted bandstand,
removed the debris and in-
stalled the foundation for the
new one. The nonprofit Rota-
ry Club of Suffield, led by Na-
talie Donais, agreed to serve
as the fiscal sponsor. They
made a major monetary do-
nation, along with the Pack-
ard and Casinghino families
of Suffield and the Suffield
Women's Club.

GCardeny,
gOlllthIlS

Personalized Garden Services

Consultations, Design and Planting to Beautify Your Property
On-Going Care & Maintenance « Over 25 Years Garden Experience

Contact Debbie at 860-944-3170

dcgardensolutions@outlook.com

There is still a funding gap,
which Zatony is confident
can be filled through the col-
lective goodwill of town resi-
dents. You can make a tax-de-
ductible donation to the Suff-
ield Rotary Foundation, P.O.
Box 283, Suffield, CT 06078,
Memo: Bandstand.

Bandstand construction

The Barn Yard of Elling-
ton, which specializes in con-
structing post-and-beam and
timber-frame homes, sheds
and other structures, was cho-
sen as the builder.

Zatony, who owns the
Dowd Realty Group in Suft-
ield, was impressed by the
firm's high-quality ~work
from previous dealings.
However, for electrical and
other bandstand systems, the
business was awarded to Suff-
ield contractors.

Timber frame construc-
tion was chosen for the Suff-
ield bandstand because of its
reputation for lasting hun-
dreds of years with proper
maintenance.

Beams will be made from
premium west coast #1 Grade
Douglas fir, according to
Drake Smith, a project man-
ager at The Barn Yard. The
tongue-and-groove roof, ex-
posed from underneath, will
be made from 1-1/2” thick
eastern white pine, covered by
30-vear life architectural shin-

Continued on Page 6
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TOWN GOVERNMENT
Ma First Selectman’s Update
Y year’s budget was set with a Major Department in-

Commission Meetings

Please check the Town of Suffield website
for time, location or schedule changes.

Conservation Comm.
Tues., May 12 & 26
7 p-m., Town Hall

Perm. Bldg. Comm.
Thurs., May 21
6 p.m., Town Hall

P&Z Commission
Mon., May 18
7 p.m., Town Hall

Economic Dev. Comm.
Thurs., May 21
8:30 a.m., Town Hall

Police Commission
Wed., May 27
7 p-m., Police Station

Education, Board of
Mon., May 4 & 18
6:30 p.m., SHS

Retirement Commission
Thu., May 14
5:00 p.m., Town Hall

Finance, Board of
Mon., May 11
7 p-m., Town Hall

Fire Commission Selectmen, Board of

Tues., May 12 Wed., May 6 & 20
6:30 p.m. 7 p.m., Town Hall
SPD
911 Mountain Road Social Service Comm.
No May meeting
Historic District 8:30 a.m.
Comm. SCA Office
Mon., May 4
7:30 p.m., Town Hall WPCA
Tues., May 12
KML Commission 7 p.m.

Tue., May 12
7 p.m., Town Hall

WPCA, 844 East St. South

Zoning Board of Appeals
Tue., May 26
7 p.m., Town Hall

Parks & Rec. Comm.
Wed., May 13
7 p.m., Town Hall

Zantos.

Suff 1eld

This year’s FY 26/27 bud-
get has been set by the Board
of Finance and will be pre-
sented at a Town Meeting on
Wednesday, May 6 for ap-
proval. The overall increase
will be 2.96%, a 0.69 increase
to the mill rate.

The General Government
portion, $19,509,306, 28% of
the overall budget, will see an
increase of 3.83% increase,
$720,122.

Services within the Gen-
eral Government portion in-
clude:

o First Responder: Police,
Fire, Ambulance, Emergency
Management
» Department
Works

o Town Hall services: As-
sessor, Tax Collector, Town
Clerk, Finance, Election,
Planning and Zoning, Fire
Marshal, Building Inspector,
Conservation, Economic De-
velopment, Human Resourc-
es, and First Selectman Office
« Community Services: Se-
nior Center, Parks and Rec-
reation, Mini Bus, Youth Ser-
vices

o Library

o Health and Social Ser-
vices: contribution to Suffield
Community Aid, North Cen-
tral Health

The increases and chang-
es to the budget are as fol-
lows:

- Over 50%, just over
$380,000, of the increase is
due to wage and benefit in-
creases, most of which are
contractually obligated. Last

of Public

contingency amount at 2.5%
due to the timing of contracts
still being negotiated after the
budget was set. This year’s
budget reflects the difference
of the agreed upon amount,
plus this year’s increase. The
budgets impacted due to
those negotiations were the
Police, Town Hall, Dispatch,
and Library.

- Public Utilities had an
increase of $94,702. Those
line items include Trash col-
lection, Electricity, and Fire
Hydrant costs.

- State Aid Road (paving)
shows an increase of $94,404
in the budget, however, it is
offset in the revenue side.

- $30,000 in new software
costs for the new radio sys-
tem

- just under $30,000 in
landfill costs due to State
mandated permitting and en-
gineering fees

- increased election costs,
$21,000, due to State mandat-
ed requirements

The above items reflect a
$650,106, 91% of the budget-
ed increase. The remaining
requested increase of $70,016
are operating increases: re-
pair and maintenance line
items for buildings and ve-
hicles, subscription costs for
required software, program-
ming costs, and higher de-
partment energy/utility costs.

Department requests
that have added to the bud-
get include:

- increase to the Associ-
ate Library salary to better
reflect a management salary

- addition of 1 P/T Fire-
fighter. Last year we added 2
P/T Firefighters. Ultimately,
the goal was to have 2 Fire-
fighters on duty for every
shift. Adding this one will
achieve that goal.

creases/changes are as follows:
o Police: +$231,271 mostly due
to contractual wage increases
o Public Works: +$83,029 in-
creased landfill testing and fees
as well as operating costs
o Fire: -$2,960 due to new
employees starting at starting
wage steps
« Community Services:
+$63,853 mostly wage increases
o Library: +$63,143 mostly
due to wage increases
o IT: +$27,672 shared services
with the Board of Education
« Finance: +$34,062 wage in-
creases
« Employee Benefits: -$94,638
due to collectively bargained
health insurance changes that
removed HSA funding, intro-
duction of tiered structured
employee cost share, and phar-
macy cost saving programs
This year’s budget increase
is mostly driven by wages and
inflationary operational costs.
Beyond that, the Town has not
requested or added any addi-
tional employees or programs
that would significantly add to
the budget. The Town, “Gen-
eral Government,” part of the
budget only reflects about one-
third of your tax bill. Almost
two-thirds is reflected through
the Board of Education ex-
penses and about 10% is spent
through Capital Expenditures
which include major repairs or
maintenance to our buildings,
infrastructure costs, vehicle
costs, and department equip-
ment needs between the Town
and Board of Education.
Thanks to all our Depart-
ment Heads for their efforts in
developing a thoughtful budget
that provides the Town with
great services and programs
while maintaining a fiscally re-
sponsible approach that allows
for one of the lowest mill rates
in Hartford County.

David Kelly
david@spellmankellyfanous.com
Mobile: 860 543 9247

+ Criminal Defense, DUI
+ Mediation/Divorce

« Family Law

« Crime victim advocacy

Our Experience. Your Advantage.

SPELLMAN KELLY & FANOUS LLC

Attorneys At Law

www.spellmankellyfanouslaw.com

Victoria Spellman

Retired » Estate and Tax Planning; Wills and Trusts
. » Probate
133 Mountain Road « Commercial transactions, purchases/sales,
Suffield, CT 06078 start-ups

Phone: 860 668 6476

« Also admitted in MA and NY

Beth Fanous
beth@spellmankellyfanous.com
Mobile: 917 805 5780
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Town Budget Highlights

By Eric Harrington,
Board of Finance Chair

The Board of Finance
(BOF) has completed its
review of the Town’s bud-
get for the fiscal year end-
ing June 30, 2027. A Pub-
lic Hearing will be held
on April 22 to review the
proposed budget, which
is subject to change based
on feedback received at
that meeting. The bud-
get will be presented at a
Town Meeting for approv-
al on May 6.

The chart at the lower
right summarizes the pro-
posed fiscal year 2026-27
budget compared to the
current year budget.

The General Govern-
ment budget increase is
due primarily to an in-
crease in wages ($319,500)
and higher 457(b) Plan
contributions  ($64,550),
both of which are high-
er than normal due to the
impact of recently set-
tled Collective Bargaining
Agreements (CBAs) with
the Police, Town Hall, Li-
brary and Dispatch. Oth-
er drivers of the budget
increase include higher
utility costs (i.e., trash col-
lection, electricity, and hy-
drant water - $130,213),
higher road paving ex-
penses ($94,404, offset in
revenue), higher landfill
permitting and engineer-
ing fees resulting from a
state mandate ($29,725),
and the first year of an
annual software fee relat-
ed to the new townwide
emergency radio system
currently being installed
($30,000). Partially offset-
ting these higher expens-
es is a decrease in medi-
cal insurance ($115,571)
resulting from the CBA’s
noted above.

The Board of Education
budget increase is driv-
en by contractual salary
obligations, a significant
rise in health insurance
premiums, and the expi-
ration of a very favorable
five-year  transportation
contract. These cost pres-
sures are partially offset by
staffing reductions and a
proactive effort to reduce
outplacement tuition and
transportation expenses

where appropriate. Over-
all, the budget preserves
the programs and services
necessary to support stu-
dent success and contin-
ue progress in teaching
and learning across the
district, while remaining
mindful of the budgetary
impact on the community.

Capital Expenditures
includes over forty differ-
entitemsrecommended by
the Advisory Commission
on Capital Expenditures
(ACCE) that are necessary
to repair, replace and/or
improve the Town’s capi-
tal assets. The largest sin-
gle item on the list is road
repairs and maintenance
($1,200,000). This amount
was determined based on
a detailed road study that
was recently completed.
Other larger items in-
clude the replacement of
the HVAC system at the
police station ($300,000),
pre-referendum expens-
es related to the Facilities
Master Plan ($265,000),
replacement of the audi-
torium and stage light-
ing at the high school
($195,000), and two police
cruisers ($150,000).

Debt service is high-
er due to the first year of
interest payments on cap-
ital include the townwide
emergency radio system,
major school renovations
(HVAC, roofing, exterior,
and flooring) and bridge
and road reconstructions.

On the revenue side of
the ledger, the non-prop-
erty tax revenue is driven
by an increase in inter-
est income ($250,000) on
Town deposits driven by
anticipated higher cash
balances resulting from
the bond proceeds. Oth-
er drivers of this increase
are higher Building De-
partment fees ($100,000)
and higher state funding
for road paving expenses
($94,404, offset in expens-
es).

Grand list growth was
1.05%, reflecting increas-
es of 0.64%, 3.28%, and
4.37% in the total taxable
value of real estate, per-
sonal property, and motor
vehicles, respectively. Real
estate accounts for 86.61%

Prime Retail & Office Space Available
In Suffield Center

Suffield Economic Development Commission 860-668-3848
www.suffieldct.gov/departments/pz/edc

of the grand list and the
low growth this year is
the result of increased
state-mandated  exemp-
tions and fewer new hous-
ing developments.

The BOF has also con-
sidered long-term trends,
our financial position and
future projections when
determining the appro-
priate mill rate. The BOF
reviews the Towns bal-
ance sheet, including the
Undesignated fund, the
CNRE fund, and the Med-
ical Insurance fund on the
asset side and the Pension
Fund and OPEB Fund on
the liability side. The BOF
believes our balance sheet
is in excellent condition.

The mill rate increase
of 2.96% is in line with the
current cost of living in-
crease (CPI-U). As in the
last few years, the impact
of inflation on significant
portions of the budget
(e.g., wages, health insur-
ance and other benefits,
utilities), as well as the im-
pact of state mandates and
flat funding from the state,
is resulting in upward
pressure on property taxes.

If you would like to
learn more about the pro-
posed budget, feel free to

Famous Trees
Continued from page 1

Being recognized as a
“notable” tree is a distinc-
tion. The Connecticut Nota-
ble Tree Project, established
in 1985, identifies trees
which stand out for their
age, historical significance
and remarkable size. Some
trees gain a higher distinc-
tion when designated as a
Champion, Biggest, Tallest,
Largest-Trunked,  Charter
Oak descendant or National-
ly Notable. Suffield boasts 33
notable trees: three are con-
sidered Connecticut Cham-
pions, three are in the Big-
gest category and four have
the Largest Trunks.

Naming a tree fosters a
personal connection, en-
couraging better care, ob-

servation, and appreciation
for nature. It helps people
remember the tree’s unique
characteristics and the his-
tory of a place.

Trees for Suffield pro-
motes the preservation and
planting of trees and edu-
cates the community about
their importance. Join them
for a Double Tree Naming
Ceremony at Sunrise Park at
1:30 pm as part of Picnic in
the Park, a program in part-
nership with Suffield Parks
and Recreation. The event is
Saturday, June 6 from 1 to 3
pm. Cost for the picnic is $5
per person. Register on the
Suffield Parks and Recre-
ation website to enjoy your
own summer picnic under
lofty trees supplemented
with ice cream, drinks and
nature-themed activities. 38

et
| b S g Common, Soldler's Monament & So. Maln 51, Suffield, Conn.
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Suffield post card - Washington Elm is the second tree from the left.

review budget materials
on the Town’s website and
plan to attend the Pub-
lic Hearing and the Town

Meeting on the budget.
We will be happy to an-
swer any questions that
you may have. 38

Proposed Fiscal Year 2026-2027 Budget
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PHYSICAL THERAPY & ATHLETIC TRAINING

BETTER, FASTER,
STRONGER an before!

+ 12 Convenient Locations Serving CT for over 25 Years

« Over 55 Specialized Physical Therapists & Certified Athletic Trainers

« Cutting-Edge Treatment Methods

+ Actively Involved in the Suffield Community

« Committed to Quality, Compassionate Care & Clinical Expertise

e
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Learn more at INntegRehab.com



May 2026

The Suffield Observer

Page 5

SFD Captain’s Corner

Outdoor Grilling Safety
By Suffield Fire Department
Captain Ron Carlson

Outdoor grilling is one
of the most popular ways to
cook food. But a grill placed
too close to anything that
can burn is a fire hazard.
They can be very hot, caus-
ing burn injuries. Consider
the following tips to help you
on your way to safe grilling.
GENERAL SAFETY TIPS:

 Propane and charcoal
BBQ grills should only be
used OUTDOORS.

o Grills should be placed
well away from the home,
deck railings and out from
under eaves and overhang-
ing branches.

o Keep children and pets
AT LEAST three feet away
from the grill area.

« Keep your grill clean
by removing grease or fat
buildup from the grill and
in trays below the grill.

« NEVER leave your grill
unattended.

PROPANE GRILLS:

Hilltop

By Joan Heffernan,
Community Garden
Coordinator
FOFAH Volunteer

After a cold, snowy win-
ter, and moving through
muddy March, we begin to
imagine the warmer days of
spring and, of course, gar-
dening. Those seed catalogs
whether in print or online
have once again enticed us
to order those favorite to-
mato and squash seeds and
even prompted us to try
some new vegetable or flow-
er varieties. And with that
excitement, we welcome
back all of our 2025 garden-
ers to garden once again at
Hilltop for the 2026 season.
The remaining plots that
were available were quick-

o Check the gas tank hose
for leaks before using it for
the first time each year.

o Leaks can be located by
application of a soapy solu-
tion to the hose and fittings.

o A leak can be located
by looking for bubbles in
the applied solution.

o If you find a leak or
smell propane leaking, turn
off the gas tank and the grill.

o If the leak stops, have
your grill serviced by a pro-
fessional prior to use.

o If the leak does not stop,
call the fire department.

« Always make sure your
GAS GRILL LID IS OPEN
before lighting the grill.

CHARCOAL GRILLS:

o Charcoal chimney
starters allow you to start
the charcoal using newspa-
per as fuel.

o If you use starter flu-
id, use only charcoal starter
fluid. NEVER ADD starter
fluid or any other flamma-
ble liquids to burning fire.

o Store charcoal starter

fluid out of reach of children
and away from heat sources.

o There are electric char-
coal starters that can be
used to start a charcoal grill.
Be sure to use an extension
cord to start your grill out-
side.

« Always use charcoal
grills outside due to the
production of CARBON
MONOKXIDE in the smoke.

« When finished grilling,
let the coals completely cool
before disposing them in a
metal container.

ACCORDING TO NA-
TIONAL FIRE PROTEC-
TION ASSOCIATION
2019-2024 STATISTICS:
There was an average of
9,287 home gas grill fires
per year.

An average of 21,682
patients per year went to
emergency rooms due to
injuries involving grills.

More than one-quarter
of grill structure fires start-
ed on an exterior balcony
or open porch. 3

Community Garden

ly scooped up by gardening
enthusiasts, and we are now
sold out.

However, we do keep a
waitlist in case anyone is
unable to use their plot.
The link to the garden
registration is at: https://
www.hilltopfarmsuff-

ield.org/community-gar-
den-plots. We are thrilled
to see the community gar-
den maintain its populari-
ty and provide the oppor-
tunity for families to grow
vegetables and flowers and
bring the land to life once
again. 38

.............

~ Photo by Joan Heffernan

Gardeners are looking forward to transforming the now brown space
into a lush and bountiful garden as pictured in 2025.
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Personal Injury
Auto Accidents
Real Estate
Criminal
Business & Corp.
Mediation
Estate Planning
Probate

Workers Comp

860-674-8296
MLKALaw.com

SUFFIELD POLICE DEPARTMENT

ACTIVITY REPORT
MARCH 2026

REASONS # OF CALLS
911 Hang-Up 20
Abandoned Vehicle 1
Animal Complaint 69
Arson 0
Assault/Fight 0
Assist Citizen 40
Assist Motorist 14
Background Investigation 3
Body Found 0
Breach of Peace 0
Burglar Alarm 23
Burglary 1
Car Seat 1
Cell Block Check 1
Civil Matter 1
Community Policing - School 24
Community Policing Contact 50
CVS Drop Box 1
Directed Patrol 321
Disorderly 1
Domestic Disturbance

Drone Use 1
DUI/Erratic Operation 10
Escort Transport 3
Fingerprints 23
Fire Dept. Box/Hazmat/

Still/Confirmed/Structure 18
Firearms Surrender 0
Follow Up 0
Fraud 6
General Information 19
Harassment 1
Hazardous Condition 21
Identity Theft 1
Indecent Exposure/Sex Offense 0
Intoxicated Person 0
Juvenile Matters 11
Larceny 6
Lost/Found Property 5
M/V Accident No Injury/Injury/

Evading 25
Medical 76
Mentally Disturbed Person 2
Missing Person/Runaway 0
Motor Vehicle Pursuit 0
Motor Vehicle Theft 0
Motor Vehicle Violation 118
Narcotics Violation 0
Noise Complaint 4
Notification 2
Occupational Accident 0
Outside Assist 28
Parking Violation 0
Property Check 559
Robbery 0
School Panic Alarm 1
School Traffic Control 1
Sexual Assault 1
Subpoena Service 0
Sudden Death 3
Suicide Attempt 0
Suspicious Activity 25
Suspicious Person 8
Suspicious Vehicle 21
Threatening 1
Town Ordinance 0
Traffic Control/School Traffic 154
Training 28
Trespassing 1
Use of Force - Admin
Vandalism 1
Warrant Service 2
Welfare Check 13
TOTAL: 1,775
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Fri, May 1
Fri, May 1

Fri, May 1 to
Sat, May 16

Sat, May 2
Sat, May 2
Sat, May 2
Sat, May 2

Sat, Sun,
May2 & 3

Wed, May 6
Sat, May 9
Sat, May 9

Tue, May 12

Wed, May 13
Thur, May 14

Fri, May 15

Sat, May 16

Sat, May 16

Sat, May 16

Sat, May 23

Sat, May 30

Sat, May 30

Sun, May 31
Fri, June 5
Sat, Jun 6
Sat, Jun 6
Sat, Jun 6
Sat, Jun 6
Sun, Jun 7

Wed, Jun 17
Sat, Jun 19

Sat & Sun,
Jun 20 & 21

Thur Jun 25
to Sat, Jun 27

Sat, Jun 27
Sat, Jun 27
Sat, Jun 28

Sat, Jul 4

Sat, Aug 1

Community Calendar
May 2026

First Selectman Coffee Hour - 8:30 to 9:30 a.m., at Cafe Barista, 66 N. Main. 10%
discount on your drink order.

Seasons of Change art exhibit - 5 - 7 p.m., Phelps-Hatheway visitors center. Nature-
inspired works reflecting the evolving landscape throughout the year. (pg22)

20th Century Blues Suffield Players performances - 8 p.m. Fri & Sat, Sun matinees 2
p.m. Subtitles May 2, 8, 10. At Mapleton Hall. Tickets at SuffieldPlayers.org. (pg 28)

Bird Walk - 8 a.m. South Grand property, The access road is just before the house at
1466 South Grand as you head south. www.suffieldlandconservancy.org.

Veterans Breakfast - 9 to 11 a.m. All Veterans and family members are welcome. At
the VFW Hall, 972 Sheldon St., West Suffield.

Craft Fair at Hilltop Farm - 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 1606 Mapleton Ave., Rt 159. Email
info@hilltopfarmsuftield.org to sign up. Rain date Sunday, May 9.

Book Collection for the Annual Library Book Sale - 9:30 to noon. Drive up to the
Mary Anne Zak entrance where volunteers will help you.

Town-Wide Tag Sale - Set up in your own yard! Coordinated by Sustainable Suffield.
Registration opens in April. Rain dates May 9 & 10. (pg 8)

Town Meeting to vote on the FY 2026/2027 budget - 7 p.m. at Suffield Middle
School. Articles by the First Selectman and the Board of Finance chair. (pgs 3 & 4)

PMC Kids Ride fundraiser for The Jimmy Fund - 9 a.m. registration at McAlister
School. Kids ages 2 thru 17 are welcome. Register at PMC.org/Suflield. (pg 27)

Mother’s Day Tea and Tour - 2 to 4 p.m. at the Phelps-Hatheway House. Savory and
sweet offerings, including gluten-free options, paired freshly brewed teas. (pg22)

Intro to Play Club - 3:30 - 4:30 p.m., Free hour of play at Bruce Park. More info and
registration through Parks & Rec. at suffieldct.myrec.com. (pg 35)

Open House with Pizza - 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the Suffield Senior Center. See what
Sustainable Suffield is doing to beautify our town and reduce waste. (pg 8)

Books & Beyond with Allison Larkin author of Home of the American Circus - 7
p.m. via Zoom. Register at Suffield-Library.org. (pg 26)

First Selectman Coffee Hour - 8:30 to 9:30 a.m., at Cafe Barista, 66 N. Main. 10%
discount on your drink order.

May Market - 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in front of the Phelps-Hatheway House barn. Rain or
Shine! Hosted by the Suffield Garden Club. (pg 33)

3rd Annual Suffield Art Trail - 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. (five locations, different hours at
each location). Art on the walls. Music in the air. Food truck on site. (pg21)

Rotary Epic Day of Service - 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Finish painting the fence around the
National Historic Register property Lunch is provided, noon to 1. (pg25)

Dustin Doyon Road Race - 9:30 a.m. at Suffield Middle School. Register at
runnersignup.com.

Cetto Chamber Singers spring concert - 3 p.m. at Second Baptist Church. Reception
to follow. The concert is free and open to the public. (pg 28)

Concert for a Cause - 7 p.m,, at First Church. An enchanting evening of traditional
music of Ireland and Scotland featuring fiddle, harp and songs. (pg 16)

Peonies! - 1-3 p.m. in the Phelps-Hatheway barn. Debora Reynolds of Old Hill
Gardens will lead the first installment of the new floral arts series. (pg22)

English High Tea - 1 - 3 p.m. at the Suffield Senior Center. Only 60 seats available.
Tickets go on sale May 1st. See Terry or Bethany to sign up. (pg 30)

130th Birthday Party for the Sibbil Dwight Kent Chapter of the DAR! 9:30 a.m.
Middle green near the DAR rock, followed by tours of the Old Cemetery.

CT Trails Day “Suffield’s Black History” Walking Tour - 10 a.m. to noon. Meet at
the Phelps-Hatheway House & gardens.

Picnic in the Park - 1 to 3 p.m., Sunrise Park. Bring your lunch, beverages and ice
cream to be provided. $5 per person $10 per family. (pgl)

Tree naming ceremony - 1:30 dp.m. at Sunrise Park. Trees for Suffield celebrates the
lives of two residents who made lasting impacts on Suffield. (pg 1)

Trail Walk - 2 p.m. at the Alcorn preserve on Mountain Road, opposite Phelps Rd.
Walk the New England Trail toward Mass. www.suffieldlandconservancy.org.

Tories, Spies & Traitors of the American Revolution - 7 p.m. At Academy Hall,
1499 Mountain Rd, West Suffield. Presented by CT Museum of History.

Concert! Satinwood Band with Rainy Day People - 7:30 p.m. In the barn at Hilltop.
Please visit enfieldsafeharbor.org or 860-830-7142 for more information. (pg 21)

Vintage Base Ball Tournament - New England Festival - 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., on Stroh
Field at Hilltop Farm, 1616 Mapleton Ave, Route 159.

Suffield Summer Fair - Thurs & Fri 5 to 9 p.m., Sat noon to 10 p.m. Live music,
rides & games. Fireworks on Saturday! (pg 8)

Patriots & Potters - 1 p.m. at 880 Burbank St., Suffield. Reservation at rsvphistory@
gmail.com. $5 admission. Make & take home a pinch pot.

Junteenth Celebration - 2:30 to 5:00 p.m., Third Baptist Church, 188 Kent Ave. Join
us for a potluck celebration as we commemorate Juneteenth. (pg 10)

Firefly Walk - 9 p.m. South Grand proEerty, The access road is just before the house
at 1466 South Grand as you head south. www.suffieldlandconservancy.org.

4th of July Boat Parade - 5 p.m. Opening Ceremony at Babbs Beach, float up or
park. (Rain date Sun, July 7). w/Citizens Restoring Congamond. Free

Vintage Base Ball - The Westfield Wheelmen vs. Wethersfield Red Onion, 11 a.m.,
on Stroh Field at Hilltop Farm, 1616 Mapleton Ave, Route 159.

For information on local America250 activities
scan this QR code or go to the town website at:
ed - www.suffieldct.gov/things-to-do/america250 [=]

Elderly/Totally Disabled
Homeowners Program

From a press release

The Assessor’s Office would like to remind homeowners
that the State and Local Elderly/Totally Disabled Homeown-
er’s Program filing period will end on Friday, May 15, 2026.

Any current recipient of the benefit who has received a let-
ter from the Assessor’s office must reapply no later than Friday,
May 15 in order to continue to receive the benefit.

New applicants must also file an application by that date.

This year’s maximum income allowed is $46,300 if single

and $56,500 if married.

Proof of income for 2025 is needed. Please bring all infor-
mation to the Assessor’s Office. Income includes:

o Social Security Benefit Statement (1099 Form for 2025).
This must be submitted if you and/or your spouse receive So-

cial Security benefits.

o Federal Income Tax Return (If you file).
« If you do not file an income tax return, bring statements
of 2025 taxable income -including Taxable Pensions, IRAS, In-

terest, Dividends, Wages etc.
Assessor’s Office Hours

Monday - Thursday: 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Friday: 8 a.m. - 1 p.m.
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to
call the Assessor’s office at 860-668-3866. 38

Bandstand

Continued from page 2
gles. At the peak will sit a cop-
per-topped cupola.

The Suffield bandstand,
like many timber-frame build-
ings, will be built with mor-
tise-and-tenon joints. Mor-
tises are slots cut into timbers
that accept protruding tenons
of the same dimensions from
joining timbers. It’s similar to
how fine furniture is made,
and it’s very strong.

Wooden pegs hold the
joints together. The Barn Yard
uses oak pegs and goes a step
further by strengthening the
joints with concealed metal
plates and hidden nuts and
bolts, galvanized to prevent
rusting.

The Barn Yard cuts its tim-
ber and joints using comput-
er-programmed  machinery
that is accurate to within 1/32
of an inch, said Smith. The en-
tire hexagonal bandstand will
be cut and painted white at
The Barn Yard’s manufactur-
ing plant, then assembled on
site like a kit.

The bandstand will sit on a
6”- thick concrete slab atop a
foundation and underground
concrete piers that support the
eight uprights of the hexagon.
The uprights are 8” x 10” thick
and connect to the slab via
steel standoft plates that hold

them 2” off the slab to prevent
rot. The slab will be stamped
to provide a brick-like appear-
ance, as required by the His-
toric District Commission.

The bandstand will mea-
sure 20° across at its longest
width, whereas the old one
measured 15, according to
Zatony. The sheltered area
under the roof will be about
260 square feet. Unlike the
old hexagonal bandstand, the
new one will not have rail-
ings, allowing for more flex-
ible use.

The Barn Yard engineered
the bandstand to withstand
120 mph winds. It will sit on
a slope with all the sides ex-
cept one having steps. The
side without steps will be lev-
el with the ground, allowing
easy access for wheelchairs
and people with disabilities.
A back wall will conceal elec-
trical and audio cables and
equipment.

The Barn Yard expects to
erect the bandstand by June 1,
taking at most two days, pro-
vided the weather cooperates,
said Smith.

Zatony is confident that
the town will host our nation’s
250th anniversary celebrations
on the new bandstand.

Watch for new bandstand
photos in the June issue of the
Observer! 38

Need a Medicare
Health Plan?

I’'m certified to sell many plans from
multiple carriers - even those you see on TV!

Call Paul Ford | 860-618-4447

Licensed Insurance Agent

Brooks, Todd & McNeil
155 Hazard Ave Enfield

Not affiliated with the government or Federal Medicare program




May 2026

The Suffield Observer

Page 7

Food For Thought

Compiled by Beth Chafetz
Space Day - May 1
“There are no passengers
on spaceship Earth. We are
all crew”
- Marshall McCuluhan
“Who are we? We find
that we live on an insignif-
icant planet of a humdrum
star lost in a galaxy tucked
away in some forgotten cor-
ner of a universe in which
there are far more galaxies
than people” - Carl Sagan
“The scientific theory I
like best is that the rings of
Saturn are composed entire-
ly of lost airline luggage.”
— Mark Russell
"The sky is not the limit.
It is our destination."

— Neil deGrasse Tyson
Teacher Appreciation
Week - first week in May

“None of us got where
we are solely by pulling our-
selves up by our bootstraps.
We got here because some-
body - a parent, a teacher,
an Ivy League crony or a
few nuns - bent down and
helped us pick up our boots.”

— Thurgood Marshall

“The dream begins with
a teacher who believes in
you, who tugs and pushes
and leads you to the next
plateau, sometimes poking
you with a sharp stick called
“truth” — Dan Rather

“One looks back with
appreciation to the brilliant
teachers, but with gratitude
to those who touched our
human feelings. The curric-
ulum is so much necessary
raw material, but warmth
is the vital element for the
growing plant and for the
soul of the child”- Carl Jung
Be Kind to Animals Week

- first week in May
“The question is not; can

they reason? Nor, can they
talk? But, can they suffer?”
— Jeremy Bentham
“We’re not, after all, sep-
arate from the animal king-
dom. We're part of it”
— Jane Goodall
“He who is cruel to ani-
mals becomes hard also in
his dealings with men. We
can judge the heart of a man
by his treatment of animals.”
— Immanuel Kant
First Newspaper Cartoon
in U.S. - May 9,1754
“It seems beyond the
comprehension of people
that someone can be born
to draw comic strips, but I
think I was. My ambition
from earliest memory was
to produce a daily comic
strip” - Charles M. Schulz
“Comic strips are like a
public utility. They're sup-
posed to be there 365 days a
year, and you're supposed to
be able to hit the mark day
after day” - Garry Trudeau
Mother’s Day - May 10
“There is no way to be a
perfect mother, but a mil-
lion ways to be a good one.”
— Jill Churchill
“If at first you don’t suc-
ceed, try doing it the way

* Inrervamionar Presipents CIRCLE 15 AWARDED TO THE Tor 5% OF TEAMS INTERNATIONALLY

Live The American Dream with

THE BANAK TEAM

s 860-668- 3100

COLDWELL BMKE]

mom told you to in the be-
ginning” - Unknown
“Being a mom has made
me so tired — and so happy”
— Tina Fey
Clean Up Your Room Day
May 10
Later’ is the best friend
of clutter” — Peter Walsh
“One of the advantages
of being disorderly is that
one is constantly making
exciting discoveries”
- A.A. Milne
International Nurses Day
May 12
"To know even one life
has breathed easier because
you have lived; that is to
have succeeded."
- Ralph Waldo Emerson
“Nurses dispense com-
fort, compassion, and car-
ing without even a prescrip-
tion." - Val Saintsbury
Armed Forces Day
May 16
"It is fitting and proper
that we devote one day each

<«

Celebrating

year to paying special trib-
ute to those whose constan-
cy and courage constitute
one of the bulwarks guard-
ing the freedom of this na-
tion." — President Dwight D.
Eisenhower
"A veteran is someone
who, at one point in their
life, wrote a blank check
made payable to "The Unit-
ed States of America,' for an
amount up to and including
their life." — Unknown
"To those in uniform
serving today and to those
who have served in the past,
we honor you today and ev-
ery day." — Unknown
National Police Week -
third week in May
“Understand, our police
officers put their lives on the
line for us every single day.
They've got a tough job to
do to maintain public safety
and hold accountable those
who break the law”
- Barack Obama

“Discretion is the most
powerful tool a police offi-
cer carries on the beat, be-
cause an appropriate level of
discretion can short-circuit
the use of lethal force. Dis-
cretion and de-escalation
measures are pro-commu-
nity, pro-police, and create
more trust while making
everyone safer.”

— John Fetterman

My heroes are those who
risk their lives every day to
protect our world and make
it a better place - police, fire-
fighters and members of our
armed forces”

— Sidney Sheldon
Memorial Day
May 25

"For love of country they
accepted death, and thus re-
solved all doubts, and made
immortal their patriotism
and their virtue."

— James A. Garfield

"A hero is someone who
has given his or her life to
something bigger than one-
selt." - Joseph Campbell

“The patriot's blood is
the seed of Freedom's tree."

— Thomas Campbell
National Mental Health
Month

"Mental health needs a
great deal of attention. It's
the final taboo and it needs
to be faced and dealt with."

- Adam Ant

"What mental health
needs is more sunlight,
more candor, and more un-
ashamed conversation."

- Glenn Close

50 years of Dedication and Service to the

Connecticut and Massachusetts Communities

— Respectfully Family Owned, and Operated

“Our Tami.ly.. - Your Heritage”




Page 8

The Suffield Observer

May 2026

[- OPEN HOUSE -

BRADLEY
AUTOMOTIVE

King Spring Rd, Windsor Locks CT

860-623-3599 gpanuey
o

BRADLEY

Check us
out online

OIL COWMIPANY

HOD# 193
e Boilers, Burners, Furnaces, & Oil Tanks

o Qil Delivery - Biofuel Blend
e Automatic Delivery

e Service Contracts

e Prompt Pay Discount

e Senior Citizen Discount

o Military Discount

FREE Cleaning
With 1yr Automatic

Delivery
(New Customers Only)
Exp. 11/1/2026

860-745-2491

178 Mountain Rd, Suite 2C, Suffield, CT

\ WWW.KRUPAOILCOMPANY.COM /

Solar Farm on

Landyfill
Property Slated
for Summer

Completion

By Tony Peterson

As reported previously,
the Town has entered into
a 20-year agreement with
Verogy, a West Hartford re-
newable energy company,
to lease 5.8 acres of Suffield
landfill property for a solar
farm. The array is located on
land adjacent to the existing
landfill collection containers
and building, down the hill,
traveling west on Mountain
Road.

Verogy has the option
to extend the agreement for
three additional five-year
terms. They will pay Suffield
$65,000 annually as a lease
payment and sell the energy
to Eversource, keeping the
profits.

Recently, I emailed Vero-
gy for an update. Their head
of marketing and public rela-
tions, Jenna Dobbins, replied
to my questions.

She said the installation
of just over 2,500 solar pan-
els should be completed this
summer. The panels will gen-

erate enough electricity to
power about 159 homes an-
nually.

Dobbins said Veogy cut
down a number of trees to
clear the area, grinding most
into wood chips and mulch,
which they spread over the
areas outside the array foot-
print to stabilize the ground.

She said the closest the
array will come to Moun-
tain Road is about 140’ away.
To hide the solar farm from
neighbors living across the

street, Verogy will install a
solid wooden stockade fence
and plant mountain laurel
in front of it. They will also
plant a “pollinator-friendly
habitat seed mix” around the
solar panels. The firm will be
responsible for mowing the
grass and maintaining the
panels.

To guard against potential
safety issues, such as high-in-
tensity storms or fire hazards,
the firm can turn off the ar-
ray at the site or remotely. 38

Photo by Tony Peterson

The Verogy company’s 2,500-panel solar array on town landfill property will generate $1.3
million in revenue for Suffield over 20 years. The town can earn more if it exercises lease

extensions with Verogy.

Dreaming of Your First Home?

Our Team Specializes in Helping First-Time Homebuyers!

A/

Mortgage Hotline:
860-416-2004

Windsor

FEDERAL BANK

Windsor | East Windsor | South Windsor | Bloomfield | Granby | Suffield

Learn how to

turn your
dream into

rea%

NMLS 472578
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New Meditation Center
Comes to Town

By Nalandabodhi Con-
necticut (Northern Branch
in West Suffield)

Nalandabodhi Con-
necticut is pleased to join
the spiritual community of
Suffield with the opening
of our Northern Branch at
1380 Mountain Road.

We have had a medita-
tion center in Bloomfield
for almost 20 years, and
are affiliated with Nalan-
dabodhi International,
whose spiritual director
is Dzogchen Ponlop Rin-
poche—a reincarnated Ti-
betan Buddhist master in
the Kagyu/Nyingma lin-

eages.
Nalandabodhi is an in-
ternational community

dedicated to bringing the
wisdom and compassion
of awakening into today’s
world. Using techniques
the Buddha offered, we
provide a genuine path to
a more open, kind, and
full life. Our teachings
and meditations are open
to those on other spiritual
paths and may be comple-
mentary.

All are welcome to join
us on Sunday mornings in
West Suffield or Bloom-

field. Our Sunday schedule
for West Suffield is below.

We recite Prayers for
World Peace from 9 to
9:45 a.m. Doors open at
8:30 a.m. for coffee, tea and
snacks. We offer teaching
and commentary by our
teacher Dzogchen Pon-
lop Rinpoche on a prayer
called True Words to Heal
the Fears of Strife, as well
contemplation and discus-
sion of The Four Immea-
surables (love, compassion,
joy, and equanimity).

We meditate from 10
to 10:50 a.m. led by our
Bloomfield center via
Zoom. From 11 to 11:30
a.m. we read and discuss a
short teaching from Pema
Chodron’s book, Comfort-
able with Uncertainty: 108
Teachings on Cultivating
Fearlessness and Compas-
sion.

Anyone interested can
also join us Sundays on-
line. Sign up for our week-
ly email announcements at
ct.nalandabodhi.org to re-
ceive the Zoom link.

Please visit ct.naland-
abodhi.org for our latest
news and schedule up-

dates. &8

nalandabodhi

meditation center

Be Wise, Go Kind, Live Fully

ct.nalandabodhi.org

]ulie Montinieri

ENERGY PRACTITIONER

Many participants came with their signs on No Kings Day.

Suffield Rally Draws a Crowd

By Beth Chafetz

On a very cold, windy
Saturday afternoon in late
March, the organization In-
divisible and its counterpart
Suffield Indivisible North
Central CT organized a rally
on the town green in conjunc-
tion with over 50 other Con-
necticut towns as well as over
3,300 other communities
both big and small around
the U.S. and the world pro-
testing the current adminis-
tration’s policies in Washing-
ton. These rallies were widely
cited as the largest single-day
protest in U.S history.

Indivisible North Central
CT is an independent chap-
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ter of the national Indivisi-
ble organization. Indivisible
is a nonpartisan, grassroots
movement to protect our
democracy and defend our
Constitution.

The Suffield event was
hosted by Robin Henrie,
founder of Suffield Indivis-
ible North Central CT, and
her co-host Kristin Kling.
Speakers included both the
Rev. Dr. Davida Foy Crab-
tree, former spiritual leader
of UCC’s Connecticut Con-
ference and the founder of
Connecticut’s Third Act, the
statewide movement focused
on climate and democracy
and Adam Richardson, the

N
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political director for Con-
gressman Joe Courtney.

Musicians, some from
the Cetto Singers, Martha
Sandefer, Suzanne Richard-
son- White, Kristin Kling
and Robin and Jack Henrie,
entertained the participat-
ing crowd of about 250 peo-
ple with the “Star Spangled
Banner”, several folk songs
and ending with “God Bless
America”

Many of the 250 event
attendees lined Main Street
with signs and American
flags. Indivisibles movement
is modeled after the civil
rights protests and advocates
non-violence. 38
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YOUR HOMETOWN REALTORS

Chris Colli

Broker/Owner

Cell: (860) 716-7168 ¢ Email: chris@chestnutoak.com
Office: (860) 668-0234 ¢ Fax: (860) 668-4672
www.chestnutoak.com ¥ @chestnutoakre

76 Mountain Road, Suffield, CT 06078

Full Service Brokerage

¢ Residential ¢ Commercial ¢ New Construction ¢ L.and ¢ Rental

860-614-0747
Suffield, CT
bhenergyhealing.com

Knowledge « Experience ¢ Results

Charles J Beyer
Financial Advisor

68 Bridge St
Suffield Village #100
Suffield, CT 06078
860-668-5983

C & G Electric Inc. Call anytime... 860-668-4501...ask for Mark.
Most small jobs scheduled within 1-2 business days.
Routine everyday electrical repair projects for the regular customer.
Advanced Commercial & Residential Projects...
generators/data lines/pools/security

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING
edwardjones.com

...and much more! ... see us at www.CandGElecric.com CT Lic. ET.104189
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WSCC News

By Pastor Denise Peterson

May is a quieter month for
us at West Suffield Congre-
gational. Easter has passed,
the rummage sale is behind
us, the children’s choir has
sung its heart out—and now,
we are resting. This kind of
season is a gift. In a world
that rarely slows down, we
are given the opportunity to
breathe deeply, to reflect, and
simply to be. These quieter
moments are not empty; they
are full of grace, renewal, and
gentle reminders of what tru-
ly matters.

Christians are often “do-
ers” We pour ourselves into
service, into ministry, into
caring for others—and that
is a beautiful thing. But our
worth has never been mea-
sured by how much we ac-
complish.  Life  changes,
and so do we. Our abilities
shift over time, and that is
not something to resist, but
something to receive with
grace. We are not called to
constant striving, but to
faithful living—and some-
times faithfulness looks like
rest, trust, and letting go of
the need to prove ourselves.

I once knew a parishioner
who embodied this struggle.
He had always been a worker,
always busy, always contrib-
uting. Even in retirement, he
found new ways to stay active,
pouring himself into the life
of the church. But when time
required him to slow down,
he found it deeply frustrating.
He would say, “I'm useless...
I'm worthless... I'm good for
nothing but sitting here” Yet

nothing could have been fur-
ther from the truth. His pres-
ence, his kindness, his very
being brought joy and com-
fort to those around him. It
was a reminder—for him and
for all of us—that our value
is not in what we do, but in
who we are: beloved, created,
and cherished. What greater
meaning or purpose could
we possibly have beyond
the sharing of ourselves, our
genuine, authentic, created
selves?

In a culture that pushes us
to keep moving, learning to
simply “be” is a quiet act of
faith. It is in these moments
of stillness that we remember
who we are, and whose we
are. Rest is not the absence of
purpose; it is where purpose
is renewed. So, in this quiet-
er season, may we receive the
gift of rest with open hearts,
trusting that even in stillness,
God is at work within us.

So, for this quiet month,
come and find rest. 10 a.m.
services as usual. There will
be plenty of time for “doing”
at a later date.

Blessings on your day! 38
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Flowered Cross made for Easter.

An Open & Affirming
Congregation of the
==~ . |/pjted Church of Christ

First Church
of Christ

Congregational

@ 81 High Street, Suffield, CT 06078

As disciples of Jesus and stewards of God'’s creation, we joyfully worship,
faithfully serve, and generously give so lives may be transformed.

www.firstchurchsuffield.org

Sunday Worship

livestream services available

@ 1-860-668-7223

First Church of Christ,
Congregational, UCC News

By Amber Bigley

First Church welcomesall to
join in weekly Sunday worship
at 10 a.m., in-person or virtual-
ly through the church YouTube
livestream, continuing on the
journey “Together for Joy!” All
are welcome at First Church of
Christ, Congregational UCC
of Suffield. Pastor Chris Hart
continues preaching on Sun-
day mornings, bringing faith-
ful and fun engagement for all.

Did you play the clarinet in
7th grade? Is your cello gather-
ing dust? Is there a flute some-
where in your closet? Are you
wondering what it would be
like to play again? Come be a
part of The Dusty Orchestra at
First Church! The group will
gather at a mutually convenient
time to learn a level-appropri-
ate familiar tune to share with
the congregation. Contact First
Church to learn more about this
fun and musical opportunity.

Go the Second Mile this
month by giving and sup-
porting  NAMI Connecticut
(National Alliance on Mental
Illness), a non-profit, grass-
roots organization dedicated
to improving the lives of peo-
ple affected by mental illness
through support, education,
and advocacy. It serves as a
state affiliate of the national or-
ganization, offering free, peer-

led support groups, education-
al programs, and mental health
resources to individuals and
families across Connecticut.
Giving to First Church can be
done on Sundays in worship, or
anytime through our website
giving page.

First Church hosts a pan-
cake breakfast on Sunday, May
17. All are invited to join in fel-
lowship with yummy food and
great company. Breakfast will be
served beginning at 9:15 a.m.,
followed by worship at 10 a.m.

The Blessing Box, located
right in front of First Church,
is open to our neighbors and
community members to “take
what you need; leave what you
can’. First Church encourages
our community to donate shelf
stable food and self-care items
any time. Oft-needed items in-
clude powdered milk, just-add-
water potatoes, microwaveable
whole grain rice, whole grain
pasta, sauces, peanut butter, ce-
reals, and sweets. Deodorant,
3-in-1 body wash, toothpaste,
and other basic hygiene items.
Please refrain from donating
perishable foods or expired
foods.

First Church hosts Narcot-
ics Anonymous and Alcohol-
ics Anonymous in our build-
ing weekly. Stay connected
to meetings, upcoming news,

D’Agata-Perry
YN Granite & Bronze Memorial Cleaning

739 Bloomfield Avenue, Windsor
860-688-5977 | www.dagatagranite.com
Owners Michael & Vanessa Perry

Granite & Bronze
Cemetery Memorials

Distinctive
Bronze Plaques

& Lettering

events and more through the
church  website ~ www.first-
churchsuftield.org.

General inquiries can be
directed to office@fcsuffield.
org. For Pastoral needs, con-
tact Pastor Chris Hart PC@
pastrchris.faith or at (774) 318-
6006. No matter who you are or
where you are on life’s journey,

you are welcome here at First
Church of Christ. 38

Juneteenth

Celebration

By Andi Prusi

Save the date for the 2026
Juneteenth Celebration!

When: Saturday, June 27

Where: Third Baptist
Church

Time: 2:30-5 p.m.

Join us for a potluck cele-
bration as we commemorate
Juneteenth.

More details to come in
the June Observer. 3

7 Wilma’s )
Scoop dujour

Soft Serve
& Ice Cream Shop

25 Different Flavors

CONES, SHAKES, FLURRIES,
SUNDAES, ICE CREAM CAKES

. 122 Mountain Rd
—— Suffield, CT 06078
860-668-1585

RICH BLACK, DURABLE

FINISH

COST EFFECTIVE
INCREASES CURB
APPEAL

Your Trusted Source for Residential Diveway Sealcoating!
Protect Your Investment Today!

PROLONGS OVERALL
DRIVEWAY LIFE

NEW SERVICE

Rt'di .'an:f
Certified Arborist | 24 hours emergency work

Crane tree removal | Expert tree climbers
Firewood

. (860) 254-5456
& Www.spazzarinips.com

860-844-8250 | www.sotiltreeservice.com
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From a press release
Pastoral Search
Committee Update

After a year of prayer and
discernment, as well as analyz-
ing survey results, conducting
interviews, and leading discus-
sions with staff, lay leaders, and
congregants at Second Baptist
Church, the Pastoral Search
Committee has officially post-
ed the position of Full-Time
Pastor on various profession-
al sites. We are excited about
the direction we are being led
through the spirit of God and
look forward to continuing our
transitional journey to our next
settled pastor.

During this time of transi-
tion, we continue to support a
full calendar of scheduled ed-
ucational/outreach opportuni-
ties. May includes:

+ Sunday Mornings - Re-
flection, Study, and Prayer - 9
a.m. - Parlor. Lay led study and
discussion to start our week.

o Tuesday, May 5 - Amer-

By Fr. Joe Keough, Pastor

May is the beautiful month
centered around the young
members of our parish family.
Our students in grade three will
be receiving their First Holy
Communion at the beginning
of the month. This is a great
milestone in their faith journey
as well as a momentous occa-
sion for our entire Parish Fam-
ily as we welcome these spe-
cial children to the Table of the
Lord. Our children will then gift
our parish the honor of their
presence at our Sunday Mass
with the annual May Crowning.
at 8:30 Mass on May 3. Being
the first Sunday of the month,
we will pray the rosary together

Second Baptist News

ican Red Cross Blood Drive
- noon-5 p.m. in Fellowship
Hall. For an appointment,
please visit redcrossblood.org
or call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-
800-733-2767).

o Tuesday, May 5, 19, 26
- Weekday Bible Study -
11:30-12:30-Library. Pastor-led
study on how Biblical scripture
pertains in today’s world.

« Friday, May 8, 22- Prayer
Shawl Ministry - 10 a.m. to
noon - Parlor. This is an oppor-
tunity for individuals to come
together for a time of fellowship
while creating shawls that are
intended to provide love and
comfort to their recipients.

o Saturday, May 9 - Soup
Kitchen Ministry - Help serve
a meal on the 2nd Saturday of
the month for anyone in need
at the Loaves and Fishes Soup
Kitchen at South Congrega-
tional Church in Springfield,
Massachusetts.

+ Monday, May 11 - Fellow-
ship Time - 6:30 p.m. - This

monthly outreach program is
for our friends with cognitive
limitations to give them a safe
environment for crafts, singing,
and fellowship.

« Saturday, May 30 - Cetto
Chamber Singers Spring Con-
cert — 3 p.m. The Cetto Cham-
ber Singers is a chorus of ap-
proximately 60 women from
central and western Massachu-
setts and central Connecticut.
Founded by Lorri Cetto and
Evelyne Battle, both retired
music professionals, the Suff-
ield-based group has been per-
forming for six years.

Worship Services are held at
10 a.m. every Sunday. On May
10 we will honor our moth-
ers and the special women that
are held dear in our hearts. On
May 17 we will show our appre-
ciation for the Music Ministry
which is under of the leadership
of Anthony Ferreira, Director of
Music and Jean Aldrich-Jones,
Organist and Handbell Choir
Director.

Sacred Heart News

at 8 a.m. The celebrations with
Mary, the Mother of God and
our young people will contin-
ue later in the month with our
Holy Hour and Rosary for the
Little Ones. Our monthly Holy
Hour for young families will
begin in the church at 3:30 p.m.
on May 15 with the little ones
(toddlers on up) and moms and
dads for some prayer time and
then a visit over to the Mary
Garden for an attempt at the ro-
sary (maybe a decade or two).
We follow this with some social
time/snacks and activities for
the children as the parents get
to connect with one another as
well. All are welcome to join us!

For the 'little bit older"

crowd, 18 and above, there is
our BINGO Night to raise mon-
ey for our Parish scholarships.
This will be May 8th in Fr. Ted
Hall. Tickets should be pur-
chased in advance. For more in-
formation, please call the parish
office, Monday through Thurs-
days between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m..

We also will observe the
Feast of Our Lady of Fatima
with an outdoor rosary on
Tuesday, May 12 at 6:30 p.m.
in the Mary Garden. This fam-
ily event is open to all, and it is
best to park in the lot closest
to Fr. Ted Hall. You can bring
your own rosary or one will be
provided.

On Memorial Day, we will

BEGLEY & ASSOCIATES, LLC

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

Individuals

TAX PREPARATION
RETIREMENT PLANNERS

Small Businesses

Corporations

e

33 OLIVER ROAD, ENFIELD, CT 06082

Vacation  Bible  School
(VBS) will be June 22-26, 9
a.m.-noon. Our theme is Road
Trip- On the Go with God! Join
us for an exciting adventure on
the open road, where kids em-
bark on thrilling journeys to
fantastic destinations. Led by
the Navigator and their adven-
turous pup, Scout, children will
discover that God is always with
them. Theyll explore timeless
stories from the Old and New
Testaments, learning how to
face challenges and find strength
in God's presence. Each day we
will have crafts, singing, games,
theater and more.

VBS is for ages 4-12 with
community service hours for
helpers 12-18. This is a com-
munity wide opportunity, and
everyone is welcome. For more
info call the church at 860-668-
1661 or Sue at 860-402-7813.
Registration for VBS will be
available on our website: www.
secondbaptistsuffield.org  be-
ginning May 1. 3

have our annual Mass at St. Jo-
seph Cemetery on Hill Street at
8 a.m. as we remember in our
prayers those brave men and
women who sacrificed them-
selves in service to our nation.
Please bring a lawn chair. In
the event of rain, we will be in
church. There will be plenty of
time to attend the Mass and
participate in the Suffield Me-
morial Day parade and activi-
ties on the green.

You can find out more about
the spiritual and social activi-
ties at Sacred Heart Parish by
following us on Facebook or
visiting our website at http://
www.sacredheartct.com

Have a blessed month! 3§

Anthony “Tony”
Zukowsky
February 28, Age 79

James Paul Machnik
March 3, Age 85

Alesandra Woodhouse
March 5, Age 90

Margaret Lucille “Trudo]
Williams
March 13, Age 98

Judith Porter Pascoe
March 15, Age 88

Margaret A. Peggy
Soderquist
March 16, Age 81

Irene P. Laskowski
March 16, Age 96

Richard Kurtz
March 20, Age 92

Frances Rumore
March 22, Age 93

Dorothy M. “Kamaros”
Capsolas
March 22, Age 98

Gloria A. “DeVito” Ridel
March 24, Age 97

Victor N. Nigro Sr.
March 27, Age 84

Elizabeth Gillen
March 27, Age 76

David St. Martin
March 28, Age 68

Patricia E. Miner
March 28, Age 81

Anne May McDaniel
April 2, Age 81

Frederick L. Churilo
April 4, Age 82

Thomas Cortis, Sr.
April 6, Age 71

Raymond V. Reilly
April 8, Age 98

/./

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church
585 South Street (Route 75)
Suffield, Connecticut
FaceBook: Good Shepherd Lutheran Church Suffield CT LCMS
email: gslesuffieldct@gmail.com

860-668-2790

Worship

Sunday 9:00 a.m.

(860) 745-8404 www.begleycpas.com Pastor Adam Moore

GRANT The Second Papt
e econ aptist
Landscape Services Church O]C 5ug:ic|cl CONGREGATIONAL
Weekly Lawn Maintenance 100 North Main St. on Rt 75 CHURCH

Spring & Fall Cleanulps www.SecandBaptist.Sufl‘ield.org A Church for the Community
Mulch & Stone, Pruning (860) 668-1661 Rev. Denise Peterson

Shrub & Tree Removal

24-hour Snow Plowing & Sanding SUNDAY SERVICE & SUNDAY SCHOOL-10am

Where Believing and Doing Are One...

B;%ngiﬁgt Worship, Nursery & Sunday School 10 AM JOIN US FOR SERVICE ON FACEBOOK
suffield, CT Missions, Outreach, Youth Group, Sanctuary & Adult Bell Chairs, Prayer Shawl MIDIStry e Mobile Food Truck
06078 Soup Kitchen, Adult Education 860-668-2271 westsuffielducc.org

Total Lawncare Senvice 860-668-6270

1408 MOUNTAIN RD. WEST SUFFIELD 06093
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Town News You May Not Know

Compiled by Kate Spoto

Too busy to look up what’s
going on in town? This article
covers selected information
from the minutes of various
Town Boards and Commis-
sions. If you want more de-
tail, it can be found by going
to suffieldct.gov, Agendas,
Minutes, Recordings.

Board of Education
March 16

Suffield High School
Family Consumer Scienc-
es Teacher Julie Haefner
and Suffield High School
Student, Danielle Fanska,
showed their appreciation
to the Board with treats that
were made by students in the
Family Consumer Scienc-
es classes. The presentation
also highlighted the Intro to
Foods and Nutrition class,
where students learn about
nutrition and recipe devel-
opment, and participate in
hands-on experimentation.

The Board received an up-
date on the beginning teacher
support program, which ful-
fills statutory requirements
and pairs new teachers with
mentors to guide profession-
al learning. The program fo-
cuses on teacher retention
and developing reflective
practitioners during the first
few years in the profession.
The program includes five
modules: classroom environ-
ment, planning, instruction,
assessment practices, and
professional  responsibility.
For Modules 1—4, beginning
teachers work with mentors
for approximately ten hours
per module, setting goals
and implementing practices
in the classroom. Module 5
is facilitated by Assistant Su-
perintendent Laura Norbut.
This year, nine beginning
teachers are participating.

Board of Selectmen
—March 18

Director of Community
Services Peter Leclerc pro-
vided an update on the Parks
and Recreation Department.
He highlighted a request
submitted to ACCE for a
master plan study focused
on the Parks and Recreation
program. The study, which
is not related to buildings, is
intended to guide the devel-
opment of a three, five, and
ten-year strategic plan. He
explained the scope of the
study, who would conduct
it, and how it would inform
future decision-making for
the program. He shared ex-
amples of similar initiatives
undertaken by other munic-
ipalities, including Glaston-
bury and Simsbury.

Mr. Leclerc also reported
on Summer Camp registra-
tion, which sold out within
15 minutes of going online.
He provided updates on the
upcoming summer concert
series and movies on the
Town Green, as well as the
installation of new flooring
at the Senior Center. In ad-
dition, he highlighted ongo-
ing initiatives including the
mini-bus program, the pop-
ular senior lunch program,
and youth services.

Library Director Amy
Vesella addressed the Board
of Selectmen and reported
strong library usage statis-
tics. She noted that 32% of
Suffield residents currently
hold library cards and ex-
pressed her goal of increas-
ing that number through a
planned library card drive.

Ms. Vesella also provid-
ed an update on the Atrium
project and noted that the
Rotary has generously do-
nated furniture for the new

space. She shared that the
popular chicken hatching
program will be returning,
with a live feed allowing res-
idents to follow the chicks'
progress.

Economic Development

Commission—March 19

Commission Projects Up-
date:

o The electronic touch
screen kiosk with Town in-
formation to be put in front
of the Kent Library will be in-
stalled in the coming weeks.

« Chad Kuzontkoski, Eco-
nomic Development Special-
ist, reported on the Sunrise
Park Entrance project. The
plans have been submitted
to the Police Chief for his in-
put and the police will pres-
ent the request to the State
Department of Transporta-
tion because the entrance is
on a state highway. The new
entrance will be a safety im-
provement.

Historic District
Commission—March 16

N. Main Street — Band-
stand Replacement:

Robin Zatony present-
ed a finalized design for the
proposed Town bandstand,
which will replace the exist-
ing structure on the town's
middle green. She submit-
ted detailed plans, including
measurements, photographs,
and diagrams, for the com-
mission's review.

Ms. Zatony explained
that the new bandstand
will be painted white with
a pitched roof finished in
architectural shingles. The
steps will face Main Street,
and the west side will feature
a zero-threshold entrance to
meet ADA accessibility re-
quirements. The structure

will include electrical ser-
Continued on Page 14

|_aw OFFices o{:
MICHELE A NATH,

REAL ESTATE

10 North Main Street, Suite 214
West Hartford, CT 06107
Phone: 860-521-1414

DIVORCE. CUSTODY.
LITIGATION, MEDIATION.COLLABORATIVE.
CRIMINAL DEFENSE. DV CAR ACCIDENTS.

133 Mountain Road
Suffield, CT 06078
Phone: 860-668-8773

Email: mnathlawyer@yahoo.com

Suffield Observations

By Andy Sauer

Recognition is the First Step in Recovery

“What we are getting from the audience is the world's most
valuable commodity: human attention. Everybody is fighting for
it” - Zarna Garg

A year ago, I had never heard of the comedian Zarna Garg,
though it wasn't for her lack of trying.

In addition to a comedy tour, she has several streaming com-
edy specials, a YouTube channel, an Instagram feed, a Facebook
page, an X profile, a weekly podcast, numerous appearances on
major talk shows, a best-selling book and a role in a critically
acclaimed movie.

I guess I'm not that into comedy.

[ am familiar with concepts in communications, and I have
never heard anyone measure human attention higher than any
other commodity - gold, petroleum or even Bitcoin.

And [ think she’s right.

Take the aforementioned crypto currency. It does not exist. It
is not even a coin. It is a string of roughly 30 alphanumeric char-
acters with an accompanying passcode whose value is derived
by whatever investors will pay for it ($71,388 as of this writing.)
The human attention of maybe a billion has created a significant
sector of the global economy out of absolutely nothing.

And, when you ponder the endless non-existential things
people hold dear, its possible that human attention may have
always been the most valuable commodity.

So, why are we just giving it away to cute cat clips, epic fail
memes and other assorted viral videos?

We all know why. It didn't take three separate court rulings
this year to confirm something we've feared for a while: digital
media is addictive.

Appeals courts and maybe The Supreme Court will decide
where the liability of such an apparent malady falls, but it only
takes a casual glance at the number of people staring at their
phones in any given moment in any given place (work, restau-
rants and even highways) to conclude that, yes, human beings
have a big problem with digital media.

Unfortunately, as with all addictions, there may not be a
universal cure for a runaway digital habit. The burden of recov-
ery lies with the individual.

It all boils down to this: Whatever is tapping into your valu-
able human attention, is it making you feel more fulfilled or a
better person?

For me, given the intense time drain and sleep deprivation
inflicted by an endless series of short videos, the answer is de-
cidedly no. After hours of doomscrolling, I feel like I just ate a
giant bag of off-brand cool ranch tortilla chips — sick to my
stomach but oddly hungry for more.

So, when it comes to digital media, I cut myself off - sort of.

Monday through Friday, I delete all social media apps from
my phone. On Saturday, I reinstall them. Mostly, I try to catch
up on the things I missed — posts on the Suffield forum —
especially Don DeRos’ heartfelt reflections, Red Sox clips and
assorted posts from friends.

I still fall prey to the insidious time warp of viral videos, as I
did just a few hours ago, but at least it doesn’t interfere with my
job and other responsibilities.

Besides, I just started following that comedian Zarna Garg,
and she’s kind of funny.

Scott’s Discount Hauling

We Remove Your Unwanted ltems

e Appliances e Attic, Garage and Barn

e Furniture Clean Outs

e Jiink Remioval e Whole House Clean
Outs

Construction Debris

Less expensive than a dumpster!
We do the work for you!
Call Scott at 860-716-0555(c)

We accept Visa/MC
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The Way We Were

HISTORIC SUFFIELD

100 Years Ago
in Suffield

Selected from the pages of the Windsor Locks Journal and

lightly annotated by Wendy Taylor of Kent Memorial Library.

May 7

The Mapleton Hall Association
will give a May festival and strawbet-
ty supper in Mapleton hall... Straw-
berry shortcake, strawberties and
cream, salads, col meats, etc., will
be served. This supper will take the
place of the May breakfast which
has been omitted for the past two or
three years.

Franklin Brockett, 11 years’ old
son of Mr. and Mrs. Franklin N.
Brockett of Mapleton, was struck
and run over by a Hartford and
Springfield bus... The boy had just
stopped off a bus and was going
around the bus to go to his home
when he was struck by another bus.
He suffered a compound fracture
of the leg below the knee. Medical
assistance was summoned and the
fracture reduced. The boy is said to
be improving,

The barn of Philip Doughney
of Boston Neck was struck by light-
ning during the shower of Sunday
night. The building did not catch
fire and the only damage was the
tipping off of a few boards and the
smashing of a fork handle that was
standing on the barn floor.

Mrs. Ray Bugbee is quite ill at
her home with an attack of gravel.
[kidney stones]

May 14

Notwithstanding ~ the
nights and days, many of the tobac-
co growers report that the plants

cool

in the beds are making good prog-
ress and ate not much behind last
year. The general opinion among
the farmers is that when the warm
weather arrives it will continue and
that growing crops will make rapid
strides toward maturity. Vegetation
is at least two weeks behind normal
seasons. May years at this date the
apple blossoms have nearly gone by
while this year the tops of the buds
are just beginning to show. Even the
grass in the files is no further ad-
vanced than it is sometimes before
the first of May. The farmers are
preparing their land for the crops,

hoping that the warm weather is not
far off.

Mrs. Ray Bugbee, who has been
confined to her home with an attack
of gravel, is somewhat improved.
[spoiler alert: Mary (King) Bugbee is
44 at the time and lives to 88.]

May 21

AW, Elcock has opened a fill-
ing station at Dunn’s corner and has
also erected a rest room for the use
of tourists.

Mrs. Arthur Sikes has returned
to her home in Mapleton after
spending the winter in Orlando, Fla.
May 28

A large barn at the rear of the
Barnett property on Main street
was totally destroyed by fire with its
contents...The barn was owned by
John F Barnett, Jr., and the loss is
estimated at $3,500. When the fire
was discovered, the intetior of the
building was a mass of flames and
all that the fire company could [do]
was to keep the blaze from spread-
ing to adjoining property. The barn
contained a large quantity of lum-
bet, which was a total loss. The ofi-
gin of the fire is unknown. The loss
is partially covered by insurance.

Mrs. Leroy H Sikes of Maple-
ton was painfully injured last Friday
night by the explosion of a fulminate
cap used to explode dynamite. Mrs.
Sikes found the cap about the house
and it is said was picking out the ex-
plosive element with a pin, when it
exploded mangling her hand so that
it was found necessary to amputate
one finger. Mrs. Sikes was prostrated
for at time by the pain and shock,
but is reported to be improving:

Some of the growers have start-
ed the work of transplanting tobacco
plants in order to save the plants in
the beds. In spite of the cold weath-
er the beds have done very well this
year and the work of transplanting is
not mote than a week behind.

During the Barnett fire, Tues-
day, the pumper again burned out
its bearing and is now laid up for
repairs.

WANTED

Buying Antiques & 0ld Stuff

Costume Jewelry, Pottery, Bottles, Crocks,
Jugs, Toys/Games, Glassware, Signs,
Silver Plated Items, Typewriters, Sewing Machines,
Bar Items, Tools, Sterling, Gold, Watches, Coins,
Kitchenware, Cookware, Automotive, Books,
Radios, Clocks, Lanterns, Lamps, Knives, Hunting,
Fishing, Military, Masonic, Fire Dept & more.

Donald Roy 860-874-8396

A Moment in Time
Old Photos Invited from Our Readers

Photo submitted by ArtSikes

In the process of researching old homes, sometimes they are not where you expect them to be. The
home/farm in this picture is shown at the intersection of Thompsonville Road, River Blvd. and Burbank
Ave., NW corner. It was built by Asa Manchester in 1835. It was listed as J. Sperry on the 1855 map and
D. Cowen on the 1869 Suffield map. It’s now at 890 Burbank Ave. It’s a three family, but all the farm

buildings are gone.

The Revolutionary War and Suffield

By Jackie Hemond

The Suffield Historical
Society recently led a bus
tour of some of the town’s
surviving Revolutionary-era
homes. The following over-
view of Suffield during that
historic period was given.

Most families in Suffield
operated farms, growing
common crops such as corn,
wheat, tobacco, and flax-
seed. Money, however, was
scarce. Britian supplied lit-
tle currency to the colonies
and prohibited them from
minting their own, so trade
relied heavily on bartering
and foreign coins. Spanish
doubloons were especially
valued. Counterfeiting was
widespread. British restric-
tions on colonial imports,

exports and manufacturing
ensured the balance of trade
favored Britian before the
war.

Despite the limitations,
Suffield was becoming in-
creasingly prosperous be-
fore the war. The town sup-
ported a wide range of in-
dustries including mills,
feltmakers,  blacksmiths,
distilleries, tanneries, brick-
makers, ironworks, car-
penters and saddlemakers.
During the Revolutionary
War when the British block-
ade caused severe gunpow-
der shortages, residents
likely produced saltpeter, an
essential ingredient in gun-
powder, made by ferment-
ing urine with manure and
straw.

Religious life centered
around three churches.
The First Congregational
Church, rebuilt in 1747 with
a steeple, no longer resem-
bled a plain meeting house.
The Second Congregation-
al Church in the western
district was constructed in
1743, and the First Baptist
Church was built on Hast-
ings Hill in 1777. Although
residents were still taxed to
support the Congregational
Church, Baptists were ex-
empt.

Education also expand-
ed. In 1733, Josiah Sheldon
built a second schoolhouse
for 40 pounds, paid part-
ly in coin and likely partly

Continued on Page 15

e HASTINGS e
FARM..

Natural Beef - Bottled Milk - Cheese -
Yogurt & Greek-style Yogurt - Local Eggs -
Jams, Jellies & Pickles from Cupola Hollow Farm

Natural
Beef

Hastings Farm
472 Hill Street
Suffield CT 06078
860-668-7524

www.HastingsFamilyFarm.com

| Open
] Mon-Sat

Dairy
Products
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Suffield Trivia

Trivia questions were
formed from Suffield Notes by
Samuel Lathrop, 1945
1. Charles E Loomis expressed
his wealth in many ways in
his lovely house built in 1862
which is still standing on North
Main Street just south of Mar-
bern Drive. What was one of
the features of the house in

Loomis’ lifetime?
a. A sunken pool.
b. Steam pipes that vented
cooking smells outside.
¢. A machine which provid-
ed lighting to the house and
yard by piping gasoline vapor
to jets.
2. Is there a time capsule in
the cornerstone of the old Kent
Memorial Library (now the
Suffield Academy’s S. Kent Le-
gare Library)? Yes or no.
3. Suffield had two racetracks.
One racetrack was behind
McAlister Intermediate School.
Where was the other one?
a. On South Main Street,
near Limric Lane.
b. Across from Hilltop Farm.
c. On South Street.
4. Factory Lane was located at
the southern-most end of High
Street (now called South Main
Street). The lane was named for
the fulling mill located there
which processed woolen cloth
into felt. What else can be said
about Factory Lane? Select all
answers that are correct.
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a. It was the only paved road

in town.

b. It was the only way to get

to South Street from High

Street.

c. It was also called Horse-

way.
5. In the 1890s, the neighbor-
hood of the southern part of
High Street had a colloquial
name. What was it?

a. Eelsville.

b. The South.

c. Milltown.
6. Around 1895, in the Loom-
is Block of the old town center
was the fraternal organization
Lyman Council 35, Order of
United American Mechanics.

By Jackie Hemond

The Chapter was named after
the Suffield hero Phineas Ly-
man. The secret society orga-
nization, begun in 1845, was
very popular throughout the
country. What did it promote?
a. It promoted American la-
bor and opposed immigra-
tion.
b. It promoted American la-
bor, moral values and broth-
erhood.
c. It promoted American la-
bor and charity.
7. Another secret society
shared the same hall with the
United American Mechan-
ics. It was called the Gide-
on Granger (another favorite
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TIMOTHY A. DALEY
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Real Estate
Corporate & Business Law

Wills & Estate Planning
Personal Injury

Elder Law

Probate

Criminal

WE'VE MOVED TO:

123 MOUNTAIN ROAD, SUFFIELD

860-668-2315
Email: attydaley@sbcglobal.net

Photo provided by the author
Charles Loomis House
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Suffield son) Lodge, Knights of
Pythias. What did it promote?
a. The acquisition of money.
b. Catholicism.
c. Loyalty,  honor
friendship.
8. The Old Town Hall, demol-
ished in the redevelopment of
the town center, replaced an
earlier Town Hall which was
built in 1797 but burned down
in 1860. The Old (but “newer”}
Town Hall was built with local
native material. What was it
built with?
a. Clapboards made from
chestnut trees felled in Suff-
ield’s Wolf Pit Plain.
b. Sandstone for its foun-
dation from the Copperhill
Quarry.
c. Bricks made on North
Street.
9. The office for recruiting
Union soldiers during the Civ-
il War was located where?
a. The post office in the Old
Town Hall.
b. The Austin Tavern on
South Main Street.
c. The lobby of the 2nd Bap-
tist Church.
10. Bridge Street School, built
in 1924 and demolished in
2021, was built on the site of
what building?
a. Calvary Episcopal
Church.
b. The Masonic Temple.
¢. The Old Town Hall.

and

Now Hiring:
Senior
Center Kitchen
Assistant

By Shannon Foley

The Town of Suffield is
seeking a dependable and
friendly Kitchen Assistant to
support the Senior Center’s
congregate meal program.
This position is ideal for in-
dividuals who enjoy working
in a kitchen environment and
providing customer-focused
service to the community.

Position Details:

Part-time, 15-20 hours
per week (schedule varies)

$18.00/hour (casual posi-
tion, no benefits)

Responsibilities include:

Assisting ~ with  meal
preparation and service; sup-
porting kitchen cleanup and
daily operations; maintaining
a clean and organized kitch-
en environment.

To view full job details
and apply, visit:

suffieldct.gov/depart-
ments/hr
Position open until filled. 36
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Town News

Continued from page 12
vice housed in a panel on
the rear, a stamped concrete
base, and stamped concrete
stairs with a matching pat-
tern. An unlit copper cupola
with glass panels will be in-
stalled at the top.

During discussion, com-
mission members raised
concerns that the origi-
nally proposed black shin-
gles might appear too stark
against the design. Ms. Zat-
ony provided alternative op-

tions for consideration, and
the commission expressed a
preference for a color iden-
tified as "Virginia Slate" in
place of black.

Commisioner ~ Moore-
Manwaring moved, and
Commissioner Tracey sec-
onded, to approve the appli-
cation for the Bandstand Re-
placement as submitted, with
the modification that the
roofing material be changed
to the color "Virginia Slate"
in lieu of black. Vote: 5-0 in
favor. Motion passed unani-
mously. 38
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RESTORE. REBALANCE.

Leconsed-

Relid is a gontle, hands-on energy
healing practice that promotes deep
relaxation, reduces stress and

supports your body s natural
abdity to heal

Guided
Insight

6 Industrial Rd, Windsor Locks

THE

fim | .l
Learn More
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drowned while being fer- pointed at a Town Meeting ,° " °****°*°*®**-°****®oeeseooeeens

Revolutionar Yy War ried across the river. to draft Suffield’s response . FOOd Supportfor

Continued from page 13 Social services were to British encroachments. . .

minimal. The Town Farm, Their work, the Suffield Re- * the Suﬁeld Communlty

in grain as well as the old which later supported the solves, published nearly two Submitted by Mary Curtin

schoolhouse as compensa- poor, was not established years before the Declaration !

tion. This building served wuntil 1887. Strangers were of Independence, protest- e

the town until 1797, when it escorted out of town if they ed British taxation, lack of Suffield Community Aid

was moved from the Green
to the corner of Mapleton
Avenue and Thompsonville
Road, where it still stands.

Several taverns operated
in town, including the Aus-
tin Tavern, the Ferry Tavern
and Rivermans Hotel and
the Gad Lane Tavern, Oli-
ver Hanchett kept a tavern
in his home on Mountain
Road, and Daniel Norton
and Elihu Kent, Jr. were also
tavernkeepers.

With no bridges or ca-
nals crossing the Connecti-
cut River, residents relied
on skiffs or ferries to reach
the opposite shore. The riv-
er was dangerous, especial-
ly near the Enfield Rapids.
During the Revolutionary
War, British and Hessian
prisoners were transported
through Suffield, and two

could not support them-
selves. Those suffering from
deadly diseases such as
smallpox were confined to
pest houses.

Suffield’s population
grew from 1,438 in 1756 to
2,017 in 1774. There was a
growing sense that the town
was becoming overcrowd-
ed with little room for ex-
pansion. Many residents
moved to New Hampshire,
New York, Ohio and Ver-
mont. By 1777, Vermont
was known as “New Con-
necticut”. Israel Smith, born
in Suffield, later became
Vermonts fourth governor
(1807-1808).

By the late 1760s, ten-
sions with Britain were
rising. In 1774, Alexan-
der King, Gideon Granger
and Joseph Pease were ap-

representation and pledged
support to Boston.

When  Isaac  Bissel,
Suffield’s own postrider,
brought news of the Battle
of Lexington, 119 Minute-
men marched from Suffield
to aid Massachusetts within
two days. According to Rob-
ert Alcorns Biography of a
Town, Suffield contributed
more men to the “Lexington
Alarm” than any other Con-
necticut town. The names
of 258 Suffield soldiers who
served in the Revolutionary
War are listed on the Veter-
ans Memorial.

The war brought soaring
prices and inflation. Before
the revolution, town ex-
penses totaled $500 - $700
annually. In 1775, taxes rose
to $5,000 and by 1776 they
reached $15,000. The Unit-
ed States began issuing its
own banknotes in 1776, but
without backing, the cur-
rency quickly depreciated
and was almost worthless.

Economic hardship con-
tinued after the war. The
federal government could
not pay its debts, unrest
spread and many soldiers
went unpaid; some lost their

* 450 South St - Monday-Friday 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

- Meals on Wheels / Food Pantry

* Outdoor 24hr/7day Food Cabinet

. suffieldcommunityaid.org 860-668-1986

: MaryC@suffieldcommunityaid.org

« Requirements: Suffield Resident, Income documentation
. Food Pantry by Appointment

» No financial requirements for Meals on Wheels

» No requirements for Outdoor Food Cabinet

. Foodshare Mobile Food Truck (Suffield Site)

* 1408 Mountain Rd (W. Suffield Congregational Church)
+ 860-668-2271 - Every other Tuesday 1:15 - 1:45 p.m.

. CTFoodshare.org for schedule

« Requirements: Connecticut Residents Only

. Suffield Senior Center

. 145 Bridge St.

* $5 Lunch Tuesday / Wednesday / Thursday 12 p.m.
. Suffieldct.gov / 860-668-3862

¢ Pleclerc@suffieldct.gov

« Requirements: Reservations — (860) 668-8830

. First Church of Christ
- 81 High St. Outdoor 24 hr/7 day Food Cabinet

* 860-668-7223
- No Requirements

farms, some were thrown
in debtors’ prison. Shays’
Rebellion erupted in near-
by Springfield where armed
protesters attacked the ar-
mory seeking debt relief. In
Suffield, Oliver Hanchett re-
peatedly petitioned the gov-

ernment for money owed to
him, without success. Many
residents continued to leave
town in search of better op-
portunities.

Still, despite instability
and change, Suffield sur-

:KITCHEN
-

& FLOOR STORE

HARDWOOD FLOORS
LOOKING WORN?

Bring them back to life with
PROFESSIONAL HARDWOOD
FLOOR REFINISHING
v Sanding & Refinishing
' Custom 5tain Colors

v Repair Scratches, Dull Finish & Wear
v Residential & Commercial

HARDWOOD FLOORS
LOOKING WORN?

BEFORE

LIMITED TIME REFINISHING SPECIAL

Call today for a Free Estimate

860-292-6700

178 MOUNTAIN ROAD, SUFFIELD, CT 06078
TheKitchenandFloorStoreCT.com

vived. 38
\
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SCA

Suffield Community Aid

By Mary Curtin, MSW

860-668-1986

Director

Mail Carriers “Stamp
Out Hunger” Food Drive

On Saturday, May 9th,
your mail carrier will pick
up donations left by your
mailbox, during their reg-
ular route. All donations
will benefit SCAs Food
Pantry. We are most in
need of paper goods, hy-
giene products, and snack
items. Please consider do-
nating and contact SCA if
you would like to volun-
teer!

Featured Programs:
Renter’s Rebate Pro-

Help “Stamp Out Hunger”

Does Your Child Want
to Attend Camp but Costs

Medical Equipment
Loans- Free for Suffield

schedule an alternate time.
Meals on Wheels

are TOO High? Summer
is right around the corner!

SCA has funding available
to subsidize camp costs
for eligible Suffield youth
who wish to attend Suft-
ield Parks & Rec. and other
camp programs.

Senior Farmers Market-
Program enrollment for
free Farmer’s Market cards
began May 1, 2026. Partici-
pants must be age 60+ and
meet income requirements.

SCA Food Pantry is
Well Stocked to Help with
Your Food, Pet Food &

gram for Elderly & Dis-

Personal Care Needs: If

abled Residents:

The State provides a re-
imbursement program for
renters who are elderly or
disabled, and whose in-
comes do not exceed certain
limits. SCA is now taking
applications!

you are struggling to afford
food, pet food or personal
care items, SCA can help.
Thanks to the generosity
of the Suffield community,
our shelves are well stocked.
Call for confidential and
discreet help.

Residents:

SCA maintains an inven-
tory of durable medical items
for free loan to Suffield resi-
dents. Items available for loan
include: Canes, Walkers, Bath
seats, Commodes, Crutches,
Wheelchairs, and Transport
chairs. The wheelchairs and
transport chairs are loaned
on a limited time basis. Oth-
er items are available for
long-term use. To borrow,
residents are welcome to stop
in during normal SCA busi-
ness hours: Monday - Friday,
8am.-4pm.

Ask the Social Worker at
the Library- Social Services
Consultations at KML with
Lauren Marino, LMSW
on May 21 from 11-12:30.
Register on KMLs website
through the library calen-
dar. If that day is not pos-
sible feel free to call SCA to

Concert for a Cause

By Anita Wardell

First Church is sponsor-
ing an enchanting evening
of traditional music of Ire-
land and Scotland featuring
fiddle, harp and songs. The
concert will be held Satur-
day, May 30 at 7 p.m. in the
church sanctuary with mon-
etary donations for Suffield
Community Aid.

The traditional Irish fiddle
will be played by Jeanne Free-
man. Jeanne is the founder
and Director of the Connecti-
cut Academy of Irish Music,
where she has taught Irish
fiddle to students of all ages.
Classically trained early on,
Jeanne studied Irish fiddling
with friend and mentor, the
late Donegal O’'Donnell with

J T N ELECTRICAL, nc
15 [ ]

whom she played and per-
formed regularly. Jeanne has
performed as the featured
Irish fiddle with the Hart-
ford Symphony Orchestras
St. Patrick’s Day Celebration
at the Bushnell Center for the
Performing Arts and was the
guest artist for Simsbury Pub-
lic School’s town-wide String
Festival, teaching traditional
Irish music to over 200 string
students. Jeanne has appeared
on a number of recordings,
including her solo CD, The
Fiddler You Are.

Haley Hewitt is a Con-
necticut-based  performer,
composer, arranger, educator
and harpist. Steeped in music
from North America, Scot-
land and Ireland, her music

has a distinctly traditional
flavor. Haley has a Bachelor’s
Degree from the Hartt School
of Music in pedal harp per-
formance and a Master’s De-
gree from the Conservatoire
of Scotland in Scottish Tradi-
tional Music. Her harp play-
ing has taken her to Carnegie
Hall, Benaroya Hall, Glasgow
Royal Concert Hall and won
her the New England Open
Scottish Harp competition
in 2006 and the U.S. Nation-
al Scottish Championship in
2013.

First Church is excited to
welcome and host these dis-
tinguished artists and invite
our Suffield community to
join us in this special Concert
for a Cause. 3

“Where Quality Comes First”

HARTFORD COUNTY’S PREMIER ELECTRICIAN!

e (860)668-8854 JTNelectrical.com

200 Amp Service Upgrades
EV Charger Installations
Generators

Lighting Specialists

* Google Nest Thermostats

G Nest Pro

*i

SCA is actively enrolling
new participants in Meals on
Wheels. Recipients must be
at least 60 years of age and

be considered homebound to ;i-:l '

qualify. SCA volunteers de-
liver meals that are prepared

off-site by the Communi- |

ty Renewal Team (CRT) in
Hartford. Participation is free
although donations for the
meals can be made to CRT.

Important May Dates:

« May 13 & May 27: SCA
sponsors blood pressure
screenings at the Senior
Center from 1lam - 12pm.

o May 12: Parkinsons
Peer Support Group from
11-12 at SCA. Call SCA to
register.

e May 26: Alzheimers
Caregiver Support Group
and Memory Café from 11-
12 at SCA. Call SCA to reg-
ister.

) Photo prov1ded by SCA
Thank you to Stephanie Salerno
Team for going door to door and
again gathering four full cars of
groceries, personal care items and
cleaning supplies for our Spring
Basket distribution. This was their
fourth year doing this for the
Spring Basket program! From left
to right: Stephanie Salerno, Mary
Curtin from SCA, Alyssa Salerno,
Emma MacDougall and Kevin Hull
from Stephanie Salerno Team

Repair Café
Expands Services

By Tony Peterson, co-chair of
Sustainable Suffield

At Sustainable Suffield’s
March 28 Repair Café, we
introduced several new ser-
vices that appealed to resi-
dents.

For those with older Win-
dows 10 computers no longer
supported by Microsoft, we
migrated them to Linux at no
cost. We also helped residents
navigate their smartphones
and troubleshoot computer
problems.

We began accepting used
sneakers in any condition for
recycling. We collected 3 %
bags, measuring 22” wide by
32” tall, of sneakers and sent
them to GotSneakers, a repu-

table Florida recycler.

We will offer both com-
puter and sneaker recycling
services at future Repair
Cafés.

At our March Repair Café,
we held 53 repair sessions for
knife and garden-tool sharp-
ening, sewing, bicycle, elec-
trical, woodworking, jewelry
and computer repairs, some
involving multiple items. We
successfully repaired 87%.

Our next Repair Café is
scheduled for June 27 at the
Senior Center from 10 a.m. to
2 p.m. Please mark your cal-
endar. If you have items that
require gluing, please try to
arrive early so the glue can set
before the end of the Café. 38
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By Kristin Johnson,
Spaulding Elementary
School Librarian

Calling all readers! Suff-
ield Public Schools and Kent
Memorial Library are excit-
ed to announce the launch
of Suffield Reads Kwame!
This collaboration between
the public and school librar-
ians in Suffield will begin
connecting readers across
generations, as we read the

Schools and Library

Suffield Reads Kwame!
A Community Reading Program

works of a single author -
Kwame Alexander!

Kwame is a notable New
York Times best-selling
writer of 45 books for all
ages, including many award
winners such as The Cross-
over, The Undefeated, The
Door of No Return, and his
newest The Mighty Macy,
which was just released in
February.

The goal of this program

Photo provided by the author
Check out the bookshelf at Kent Memorial Library
highlighting Kwame Alexander’s book collection
for readers of all ages.

is to bring town residents
together through storytell-
ing, and Kwame Alexan-
der’s work fits perfectly into
this initiative. His poetry,
picture books, non-fiction
texts, and novels are power-
ful, emotional and enlight-
ening. The beauty and style
of his words are captivating,
entertaining, and unforget-
table!

We hope you will join us!
The school and public librar-
ies are offering programs
and displays for all readers.
There will be book discus-
sions and activities that pro-
mote a culture of reading
throughout our communi-
ty. Starting May 1, look for
opportunities in our public
schools and at Kent Memo-
rial Library to connect with
others over Kwame’s works.

Our project will cul-
minate with a visit from
Kwame Alexander. Mark
your calendars for October
1. He will be appearing at
Suffield High School for a

Photo provided by the author

Kwame Alexander

free event! Let’s celebrate the
first Suffield Reads Project
with Kwame himself! Regis-
tration for tickets will open
in September. Seats are lim-
ited, so stay tuned for details
at the end of the summer.
For more information
about Kwame, please visit
kwamealexander.com.

Special thanks to the
Suffield Foundation for Ex-
cellent Schools, The Suffield
Library Foundation, The
Friends of the Library, and
the Meghan Voisine Kind-
ness Matters Foundation
for making this event possi-
ble through their generosity
and financial support. 38

There’s something happening on the Green!
project to honor and replace the 50 year old band stand with one

[
BT ot

(1FRONT ELEVATION
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that better meets our needs today.

What a great place to live - in Suffield!

To contribute by check:

It’s a community

If you'd like to donate to be a part of it, we can make it even better!
Won't we have fun this summer and in the many years ahead?

(Even Santa made a special trip to check it out while promising to
be back for Suffield Alight.)

Rotary Club of Suffield

Make out to: Suffield Rotary Fund
with memo: bandstand
Mail to: Suffield Rotary PO Box 283
Suffield CT 06078

Santa is shown here checking
in with Elzear Roy who is

donating the base.

To donate online: Use the QR Code

@RotaryClubofSuffield

357 N Main St Suffield CT | 860.668.6549 | info@DowdRealtyGroup.com | www.DowdRealtyGroup.com
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Suffield High ¢

Schools of Thought

Suffield Middle
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ACES High Robotics Drive Team: (left ro right) Nick Tseka, Drive Team Coach and Design Coach, Jack Andrew

Anish, Katie and Natlaie.

ACES High Has a Successful Season

By Melissa Pascarelli, ACES

Robotics Assistant Coach

In April, Aces High Ro-
botics competed at the New
England Championship
event at the Big E. At the
event, the students were rec-
ognized for developing inno-
vative control components
on their robot. Through-
out the competition the ro-
bot and drive team fiercely
fought to put "fuel" into a
hopper. They were met with
stiff competition and waer-
eunfortunately eliminated
during semi-finals.

At a previous event the
team earned the prestigious
Autonomous Award spon-

sored by google.org. Aces
was celebrated for demon-
strating consistent, reliable,
high performing robot op-
eration during autonomous
actions during a match. The
evaluative process is based
on the robot's ability to sense
its surroundings, position it-
self or onboard mechanisms
appropriately, and success-
tully execute tasks. The vari-
ety and quality of our auto-
mation helped us to reach a
First Place standing in auto
points.

In the game, the red alli-
ance and blue alliance com-
pete on opposite sides of the
field to score as much “fuel”

as possible in the central hub.
Teams program and operate
their industrial-sized robots
to collect fuel and deliver it
efficiently while preventing
their opponents from doing
the same. This year’s game is
won by strategy and split de-
cision making; it’s fast paced
and exciting.

The challenge reflects re-
al-world problems that re-
quire global cooperation and
strategic thinking. As robots
gather fuel from around the
field, including resources on
the opposing side, they can
store it or transport it back
to their own area to score
in their hub. The alliance

%

Fith to Fhagress FHtealing Centon_

Every Wednesday at 6:30pm

FREE 30 minute Coaching Consultations ()

Services include:
&% Mindful Life Coaching
&% Workshops & Events
&% Hypnotherapy
&% Group & Private Meditation Practice
&% Relationship, Recovery & Grief Healing
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Jeannie Miller, CLC

Path to Progress Healing Center, LLC
11 High St., Ste. 204 Suffield, CT

413-205-9088

www.p2phealingcenter.com
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SHS 60th High School
Class Reunion

From a press release

Suffield High Class of
1966 is planning its 60th re-
union. Save the date. Octo-
ber 17 from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.
at Three Figs Restaurant (for-
merly the Suffield Inn) on
Mountain Road in Suffield.
Please spread the word.

We are currently seeking
contact information for Den-

nis Gilbert, Joyce Lillian Hallas
and Peter Linne Waterman. In-
vitations with additional details
will be mailed shortly so please
watch your mail.

If you have any questions,
please contact Elaine Reed at
escott05@hotmail.com(cell
215-593-4535) or Judy Perry at
judithhperry@gmail.com(cell
207-249-0082). 38

SHS Academic Quiz
Team Success

S SRR T
SUFFIELD HIGH

From the SHS Newsletter

The Academic Quiz Team surged into the semifinals on As Schools

Match Wits on March 27 and 28. Watch their championship
matches on NEPM or your local PBS station on June 6 and June 13.
Congratulations to the team - Senior MK Mormino, Juniors Arnav
and Shaunak Ukidwe and Jane Kelly, and alternate freshman Finn
Kappen, for beating out over 30 teams this year to make it into the

Top 4!

that successfully delivers the
most fuel by the end of the
match earns the victory.

As alliance captain for
the finals at Western New
England, Aces students
want to thank the alliance
partners from team 195, Cy-
berknights from Southing-
ton, Connecticut, and team
9710 Polybots from Spring-
field, Massachusetts. With
their cooperation the alli-
ance took each round of the
semi-finals and finals, also
achieving a weekend high
score of 573 points.

At their competition in
Waterbury in late March the

team's performance ensured
a spot at the world champi-
onship in Houston, Tex-
as. With a weekend record
of 11-1-0, Aces partnered
with Team Spartan Polybots
from New Hampshire, and
team Mechanical Advantage
from Masachussets to take
home the event win along
with the Innovation in Con-
trol Award.

Follow us on Instagram,
YouTube, and Facebook. If
you are interested in join-
ing the team or provide a
sponsorship, contact Melis-
sa Pascarelli at mpascarelli@
wlps.org. 38

Patricia & Jerry Bland

P.A. Bland & Associates

Family Owned Insurance Agency Since 1990
We wish you a

123 Mountain Road
Suffield, CT 06078

Office: (860) 668-3908
pablandinsuranceagency @gmail.com
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By MaryKate Mormino

In a stunningly passion-
ate production, Suffield High
School's Drama Club put on
the acclaimed musical Les
Misérables on March 6,7 and 8.
In this iconic story known by
millions, the convict Jean Val-
jean breaks parole to become
a new man after being freed
by prison guard Javert, played
by Nayandeep Tummalapa-
lly, who vows to bring him to
justice. “It was definitely an
insane physical and emotional
rollercoaster” said Jack Tautic,
who portrayed the main char-
acter, Jean Valjean, “The work
that we've done, the heart and
emotion that we've put into
this production, and the end
product of it all is absolutely
magnetic.”

Few cast members have
been more prepared to put on
a production of this difficulty
at the high school level. Even
after missing a day of rehears-
al during the week of the show
due to a snow day, the cast re-
hearsed at home and worked
hard to bring this show to life.

This production would nev-
er have been what it was with-
out the skills of the ensemble.
From playing factory workers,
to lovely ladies, to students
of the revolution, this versa-
tile ensemble has put in hours
upon hours of work to inhabit
their roles. “I would say it was

i Photo submitted by author
The cast poses during the song “At the End of the Day.”

Les Misérables:
SHS's 2026 Musical
Masterpiece

very entertaining,” says brand
new Drama Club member Jer-
emy Ivanov, “Some days were
long, but most days were very
fun” His roles of the Foreman
of the Factory and revolution-
ary Courfeyrac add essential
elements to the plot as each en-
semble member does in their
own unique way.

On opening night, in
an alarming turn of events
for the cast, senior Devon
Root-Blanchfield who portrays
the character Fantine was af-
flicted with a chest cold and
was worried that she couldn't
perform. However, she gave
a new meaning to the age-old
adage “The show must go on”
as she proceeded to give a fan-
tastic performance every night,
especially in the iconic song “I
Dreamed a Dream”

An interesting new aspect
of this production was behind
the stage in the costume de-
partment. Sophomore Oliv-
ia Nicora and senior Amelia
Hosack worked hard curat-
ing amazing outfits for over
30 actors, each having at least
two different costumes. “It
was definitely really fun, and
it was really engaging, which
I enjoyed. I like a good prob-
lem to solve.” explains costume
assistant and senior Amelia
Hosack, “It was really satisfy-
ing seeing everything come
together and seeing how our

McAlister Intermediate

Spaulding
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News from the Suffield
Board of Education

By Suffield Board of
Education
Budget update

The Board of Education
recently presented its adopt-
ed budget to the Board of Fi-
nance. Following discussion,
the Board of Finance accepted
the BOE budget as presented at
a subsequent meeting.

This milestone reflects a
well-run and highly coordinat-
ed process. The Board would
like to recognize Superinten-
dent Matt Dunbar and Business
Manager Eric Remington for
their leadership throughout
the budget development. From
early presentations through
final adjustments, the pro-
cess was thoughtful, transpar-
ent and well-aligned across all
stakeholders.

The next step is the presen-
tation of the Townss full budget
to the community on April 22,
followed by the Town Meeting

on May 6, where residents will
have the opportunity to vote on
the final budget. We encourage
all residents to stay informed
and participate in this import-
ant step.
Public participation: more
ways to get involved

While the budget process
is one of the most visible ways
for the community to engage,
it is far from the only one. The
Board of Education values
community input across a wide
range of topics throughout the
year.

Residents are always welcome
to attend Board of Education
meetings and participate in pub-
lic comment, where they can
share perspectives directly with
Board members. For those who
prefer, written comments can
also be submitted and are re-
viewed as part of the Board’s de-
cision-making process.

Beyond meetings, there are

also opportunities to get more
directly involved. One example
is the district’s Wellness Com-
mittee, which brings together
staff, families, and community
members to support the over-
all well-being of our students.
This group has helped advance
initiatives such as place-based
learning and  school-based
food programs, connecting
student health with learning in
practical ways.

We encourage anyone in-
terested to explore these op-
portunities. Ongoing commu-
nity engagement helps ensure
that our schools reflect the
priorities, values, and ideas of
the community they serve.

Suffield Board of Educa-
tion members include Mau-
reen Sattan, Debra Dudack,
Gianna Rossi, Melissa Fin-
nigan, Brian Fry, James Mol,
Dustin Rose, Greg Sparzo and
Sam Toskin. 36

hard work had paid oft” This
sentiment was also shared by
the costume manager, soph-
omore Olivia Nicora, “I think
that costuming such a big cast
was actually a really fun expe-
rience because I got to meet a
ton of new people and there
was never a boring moment.”

Selling over 600 tickets over
the three performances, this
incredibly successful show is
but a precursor of incredible
things to come with the 2026-
2027 Drama Club season. With
upgraded tech and stellar ac-
tors, the next productions are
bound to be the best ones yet.
While the seniors, such as my-
self, won't be able to partici-
pate, they will still come out
and support the current thespi-
ans by seeing the performanc-
es, which are bound to get even
better by the year. 3

Suftield Pizza

Now closed on Sundays

OPEN ON MONDAYS!

M-W l1lam - 9pm
Th, Fr, Sat 11am - 9:30pm

Suffield Village Shops
78 Bridge St. | Suite 122 | Suffield, CT 06078

—860-668-7774 ——

Suffield Athletics

By Amy Muska,
Director of Athletics and
Students Activities

Our winter season
wrapped up with the girls’
basketball team playing
in the state semifinals
for Class M on Tuesday,
3/17. It was a hard-fought
game before succumbing
to Coventry Patriots. All
winter teams participate
in post season play. Each
sport had athletes recog-
nized for NCCC All Con-
ference with two athletes
making All State recogni-
tion.

NCCC All Conference

Boys’ Basketball: Logan

Baril

Girls’ Basketball: Hazel
Qua and River Seagrave

Boys’” Indoor Track: Ja-
cob Gagnon, Rogen Har-
rolle

Wrestling: Peter Annis,
Yasin Afrailov, Landon
Tuttle

All Nutmeg

Boys Ice Hockey: Na-
than Kim, Brendan Mor-
den, Blake Denno
State Champions Class S

Wrestling: Peter Annis,
Yasin Afrailov

All State Awards

Girls’ Basketball: Hazel
Qua

Continued on Page 20

Kristen Conway, Director

449 Mapleton Avenue
Suffield, CT

A TODDLER TIME
A PRESCHOOL
A KINDERGARTEN
A BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL
A SUMMER CAMP
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Troop 66
Winter Adventures

By Dean Prusi, age 13.

December was a cra-
zy month for Troop 66.
We did a lot of fun things.
First, let's start with the
lock in. Every year Troop
66 does a video game lock-
in where we stay overnight
in the church and play vid-
eo games and eat snacks.
This year we also had short
screen breaks every now
and then, so scouts brought
board games to play during
said screen breaks, and it
was really fun. We also in-
vited the Cub Scout pack
to come and join us for a
little bit. We also did our
yearly Cabelas trip where
Scouts could go and look
and at stuff they might
want for winter campouts
and ideas for holiday gifts.
On top of all that we had
a white elephant party
where every scout would
bring a gift around $10 or
less and we put them all in
a group. One scout would

Suffield Athletics

Continued from page 19

Boys’ Ice Hockey: Bren-
dan Morden

Girls’ Basketball Shoot-
ing Record: Hazel Qua

The spring season is in
tull swing for the Suffield
Wildcats. There are plenty
of opportunities to watch
your favorite team during
the week or weekends.

May Highlights

5/2:  Suffield  Wild-
cats: Come watch our
high school teams in
action. May is Men-
tal Health Awareness,
we will be highlight-
ing Morgan's Message,

www.morgansmessage.
org and the importance
of student-athlete mental

pick a gift then the next
scout could pick or steal a
gift from someone else.

In February we also par-
ticipated in the Klondike
Derby where scouts would
orienteer where they need-
ed to go and do stations at
a camp. At the station, we
would practice skills like
making fire to heat up wa-
ter for hot cocoa, practice
rescue carries or answer
scout-related  questions.
There was also a sled we
had built that we used to
carry all our gear.

Troop 66 also will now
be able a Hybrid Troop
which will allow girls to
join and experience the fun
and adventure scouting.

For more informa-
tion on Troop 66 go to
Troop 66 Facebook page,
https://westsuffield66.
mytroop.us/, or come to
West Suffield Congrega-
tional Church Mondays
at7 p.m. 38

health. Food trucks and
the hut will be open.

Schedule of events for
May 2

1 p.m. Boys’ Tennis vs
Morgan

2 p.m. Boys’ Baseball vs
Stafford

2 p.m. Girls’ Softball vs
Stafford

3 p.m. Girls’ Tennis vs
Lakeview

4 p.m. Girls’ Lacrosse
vs Granby Memorial

6 p.m. Boys’ Lacrosse
vs Simsbury

Additional  informa-
tion regarding senior
nights, conference and
tournament play will be
posted on the Athletic
website as information is
available. 38

Take a Kid Fishing (Part 2)

By Steve Smith

Last year I published an
article entitled “Take a Kid
Fishing” My son-in-law, Henry
read it and he remembered the
fun he had fishing as a kid.

For Christmas last year he
bought two rods and reels for
us to use in Florida, hoping to
get our four-year-old grand-
daughter excited about fishing.
Well, she wasn't too interest-
ed, so I decided to try it under
Henry’s tutelage. Henry taught
me several key priorities focus-
ing on 1) Equipment, 2) Tech-
nique and 3) Patience.

This passed-down knowl-
edge eventually paid off in March
when my wife and I returned to
Florida for a 10-day vacation. I
was the excited kid this time. I
caught two whiting (kingfish)
and one pompano in three days
on Siesta Key beach. But that’s

not important. A family arrived
next door with a six-year-old
kid, Derek, who had been study-
ing and practicing fishing for
about a year but hadn't caught
a fish yet. We spent some time
together discussing equipment
and technique and became good
buddies. Fishing can be a little
lonely, so Derek and I bonding
was significant.

On our last day at the beach,
we went out fishing together. He
stayed near the shoreline, and I
waded out as far as I could. An
hour went by. Then something
amazing happened. I snagged a
big one. I tried immediately to
reel it in but to no avail. The fight
went on for 10 minutes or so and
a crowd was forming along the
beach. Finally, I got the fish to
within 10 feet of shore where
we could see the size and shape
in the shallow water and I was

hoping to get some help from
the bystanders. Derek yelled,
“it’s a shark!” and then nobody
was willing to hold my rod while
I could try to grab it. Turns out
it was a bonnethead shark, com-
mon to Florida beaches, and it
eventually broke the line. Hook,
line and sinker gone! Another
lesson in fishing, failure to bring
a net. Nonetheless, Derek was
very pleased to have witnessed
the one that got away!

I hope Derek continues to
pursue his love for fishing and
eventually gets the big one! Just
a second! His dad sent an email
to me, and it said that Derek did
catch his first fish on a boating
trip in Sarasota harbor, after we
left. Now, he is back in Indiana
catching more fish in a pond
nearby! Success breeds success.
Take a kid fishing, wherever
you can. 38

Historical Society Art

By Sara Zak

The Suffield Historical
Society welcomes visitors
to two stops on the Annual
Art Trail on Saturday, May
16, from 1 to 4 p.m. The
first location is the famil-
iar Alexander King House
Museum & Barn. The other
is our recently acquired ex-
pansion site, Academy Hall
(1499 Mountain Road), also
known as the West Suffield
Grange. Last year, the Soci-
ety exhibited art recognized
as traditional, mostly in the
form of painting, across all
modalities. This year, we
will highlight Historic Art,
i.e., decorative and func-
tional creations that express
the culture and society of
times past.

A collection of ear-
ly 19th-century samplers
stitched by Suffield girls will
be set up at the King House.
The Society owns nearly 20

Sufﬁeld Vﬂlage Dental,

Craig Tini, D.D. S
= Family and Cosmetic Dentistry lﬂ

Preventive - Periodontics - Veneers - Crowns & Bridges - Whitening - Bonding - Implants

Evening and Saturday Appointments Available
215 Suffield Village, Suffield, CT 06078 * www.suffieldvillagedental.com

860 668-4431

P.C.

T

aqTE

samplers that illustrate the
cultural and societal aspects
of the town and era. For ex-
ample, some are stitched on
plain, unbleached linen with
cotton thread, while oth-
ers are stitched on silk with
shiny, expensive threads.
This display will capitalize
on the enlightening presen-
tation given by Alexandra
Peters in March called “Girls
Just Want to Have Fun.” Ms.
Peters has been collecting,
researching, and curating
samplers for over 40 years.
In her presentation, she in-
terpreted many samplers,
including several from the
Suffield Historical Society
collection. Alexandra has
been invited to attend this
exhibit.

Academy Hall will have
a display of 19th-century
quilts, many stitched by or
for Suffield women. From
a distance, an observer will
focus on the creativity of the
colors and patterns. Upon
closer examination, the
choice of materials draws
one’s attention; however, it
is the hand-stitching that is
absolutely astonishing. In
addition to the descriptions
that came with the donated

quilts, the Society was fortu-
nate to benefit from the ex-
pertise of Lois Palmer, a local
certified quilt appraiser. For
example, she explained the
difference between a quilt
sewn during the mourning
period of a loved one’s death
and one sewn during the
half-mourning period. She
also pointed out that quilt
pieces are sometimes em-
broidered with family or per-
sonal symbols. We hope Lois
will be able to visit during
this event. However, Dorian
Taylor, a King House docent
and quilter, will definitely be
on site to explain some of the
characteristics of quilts, in-
cluding patterns, colors, and
materials.

The West Suffield Con-
gregational Church will also
welcome visitors to see a quilt
completed in 1885. This quilt
features a beautiful sunburst
pattern and something spe-
cial—the names of over 600
community members from
that time are stitched into
it. You might even find your
ancestors’ names! The Suft-
ield Historical Society looks
forward to seeing you on the
Art Trail, May 16 from 1 to
4pm. ¥

OVERHEAD

GARAGE DOORS

Sales and Service

Family owned and operated since 1947

[SGARAGA

Lift Master

1-860-668-7991
Toll Free: 1-877-828-5279

7 Moody Road Unit 2A
Enfield, CT 06082

www.atlasohd.com




May 2026

The Suffield Observer

Page 21

Satinwood Concert to Benefit Safe Harbor Warming Center

From a press release

Satinwood Productions is
sponsoring a Benefit Concert
for Enfield Safe Harbor Warm-
ing Center Date: Friday June 19
to begin at 7:30 p.m.

Presented jointly with the
Friends of the Farm at Hilltop,
the concert will be staged inside
the Great White Barn; 1616
Mapleton Avenue, Suffeld. Free
Parking - ADA accessible.

Refreshments will be avail-
able, plus Food Trucks. For
ticket ordering and informa-
tion please visit: satinwood.net

Satinwood ~ Productions
features a cast of gifted mu-
sicians performing stunning
musical tributes. This show
opens with Rainy Day People:
The Jim Croce and Gordon
Lightfoot Tribute featuring
Paul Motter, guitar and vocals,
Rudi Weeks on bass and Jeft
Trsdel on guitar.

The enduring legacy of
these legendary artists is ren-
dered with impeccable musi-
cianship and heartfelt perfor-
mance.

A second set by the Sat-
inwood Trio follows, featur-
ing Paul and Melanie Motter
joined by cellist Eric Roth,
sharing a wish list of acoustic
favorites from artists James
Taylor, Boz Scaggs, Don Hen-
ley, Crowded House, Train,
plus many more! Along with
Satinwood selling out shows
throughout the Northeast,
their continuing philanthropy
from special engagements like
this is especially notable.

Enfield Safe Harbor Warm-
ing Center, since 2016, has of-
fered overnight accommoda-
tion as well as outreach and
engagement to the homeless.
During this past winter, an un-
precedented 52 days of Severe

Cold Weather Emergencies oc-
curred — the longest period
of dangerous cold since 2015.
This resulted in increased need
for staffing, meals, cots, blan-
kets, plus personal items and
clothing.

Rising utility costs also im-
pacts Safe Harbor's operat-
ing budget. The Safe Harbor
Warming Center depends on
donations and fundraisers for
continued assistance to fam-
ilies and individuals coping
with social and economic hard-
ship. Please visit enfieldsafe-
harbor.org or 860-830-7142 for
more information on how you
can help.

The Friends of the Farm
at Hilltop is a 501¢3 not-for-
profit corporation formed in
2002 to purchase and restore
the Historic Hilltop Farm-
stead, originally built in 1914
by Indian Motorcycle found-

e

Photo provided by FOFAH

Melanie Motter (on keyboard), Paul Motter (on guitar) and Eric Roth

(on cello) perform.

er George M. Hendee. The
magnificent Georgian reviv-
al style barn and surround-
ings function as a Commu-
nity Resource, providing ed-
ucational and cultural pro-
grams, events and recreation

opportunities.

We're thrilled to welcome
Satinwood Productions for
this first ever fundraiser event
inside the newly renovated
Great Barn and look forward
to seeing you there. 38

Discover Local Art and Community

By Chad Kuzontkoski

Suffield’s vibrant arts scene
will once again take center
stage with the return of the
Suffield Art Trail on Saturday,
May 16. This beloved annual
event invites residents and
visitors to explore local cre-
ativity by touring artist spac-
es, cultural institutions, and
unique exhibits throughout
town, most of the art will be
offered for sale as well.

The Art Trail continues
its mission of connecting the
community with local artists,
offering a behind-the-scenes
look at where art is created,
displayed, and celebrated.
Whether youre a longtime
art enthusiast or simply look-
ing for a fun and inspiring
way to spend the day, the Art
Trail provides something for
everyone.

This year’s event features
a diverse lineup of locations
and experiences:

« Suffield Senior Center (145
Bridge St.)

10 a.m.— 4 p.m.

Watch creativity in action
with a live painting demon-
stration by the Tobacco Val-
ley Artists Association.

« The King House Museum
(232 South Main St.)

1 p.m.—4pm.

Explore a curated selec-
tion of artwork in one of
Suffield’s most historic set-
tings.

« Academy Hall (1499 Moun-
tain Road)

1 pm.—4 p.m.

Featuring a unique ex-
hibit of handcrafted quilts,
blending artistry and tradi-
tion.

o The Phelps-Hatheway
House (55 South Main St.)
9am.-2pm.

Enjoy the 47th Annu-
al May Market, showcasing
plants, arts, and crafts in a
lively, seasonal marketplace.
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"We don’t just clean; we care.”

» 880 Burbank Studios (880
Burbank Ave)

I pm.-5pm.

A creative hub featuring
resident artists, open stu-
dios, Suffield High School
student artwork, guest art-
ists, live music with an open
mic. —and a food truck to
round out the experience.

The Suffield Art Trail is
more than an event—its a
celebration of community,
creativity, and local talent.
By opening doors to studios
and cultural spaces, the Art
Trail helps support artists,
encourages residents to shop
locally and strengthens Suft-
ield’s identity as a welcoming

on the Art Trail

and culturally rich town.

Make a day of it—explore
multiple stops, meet the art-
ists, enjoy great food, and
even take home a piece of
original art.

Mark your calendar for
May 16 and experience the
creativity that makes Suffield
special. 38
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By Lynn Mervosh

May holds a special place
in the hearts of the Phelps-Ha-
theway staff. As lilacs bloom
and the perennial gardens
come to life, we begin to pre-
pare the Visitor Center and
historic spaces to welcome
our first guests of the season.
With their arrival, our work
in preservation and education
begins anew.

As the nation commemo-
rates the 250th anniversary of
the Declaration of Indepen-
dence, the Phelps-Hatheway
House, constructed between
1761 and 1795, takes on even
deeper meaning. Within its
walls, the Burbank and Phelps
families lived through the
Revolutionary War era, expe-
riencing not only its political
upheaval but also the financial
and social consequences that
followed. In every room, his-
tory reveals itself, continually
enriched by those who walk
through our doors each week.

We invite you to join us on
Friday, May 1, from 5-7 p.m.

Phelps- Hatheway House Events

]

o

for the opening reception of
our 2026 Visitor Center ex-
hibition. This year, artist and
photographer Laurie Tavino
and Ray Pioggia present Sea-
sons of Change, a collection
of nature-inspired works re-
flecting the evolving land-
scape throughout the year
Meet the artists, connect with
friends and neighbors, and
enjoy hearing the stories be-
hind their art created in their
Suffield studios.

Continuing a cherished
tradition, our Mother’s Day
Tea returns on Saturday, May
9, from 2-4 p.m. in the his-
toric Pine Room. Chef Renee
Scharoff will once again delight
guests with an array of savory
and sweet offerings, including
gluten-free options by popular
request. Paired with her menu,
the ladies of Phelps-Hatheway
will serve freshly brewed teas,
including a new variety for
2026, while sharing the rich
global history of this beloved
beverage. Following tea, guests
are invited to tour the museum

GREATER
HARTFORD

GIVES
FOUNDATION

Suffield
Community Fund
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interiors and learn about the
women who lived and worked
here, with special attention to
Anna Fitch Burbank, a resi-
dent during the Revolutionary

War period.

After a long winter, the
return of the Suffield Garden
Clubs May Market on May
16, from 9 am.-2 p.m.,, is a
welcome highlight of spring.
Featuring vendors offering
plants, trees, shrubs, garden-
ing tools, and supplies, as well

GRANT Funding

Available

Apply by June 16, 2026

greaterhartfordgives.org/SuffieldCF
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Photo provided by Connecticut Landmarks

Phelps-Hatheway House

as the popular Collectibles
and Member Plant booths, the
market is a must-visit for gar-
den enthusiasts. Early arrival
is recommended for the best
selection. Visitors can also en-
joy a special garden-themed
tour of the Phelps-Hatheway
House, offered hourly from
10 am.-2 p.m. with regular
admission.

To close out this vibrant
month, we are pleased to in-
troduce a new program cele-
brating one of spring’s most
beloved flowers, the peony.
On Sunday, May 31, from 1-3
p.m. in the Hatheway Barn,
Debora Reynolds of Old Hill
Gardens will lead the first in-

The Pink Blossoms of Spring

stallment of our Floral Arts
Series. She will share expert
advice on growing, harvest-
ing, and arranging peonies,
along with guidance on se-
lecting varieties and comple-
mentary plants. A longtime
Suffield flower farmer, Debo-
ra brings years of knowledge
and experience to this engag-
ing program.

We hope you will join us
this May at our treasured land-
mark on South Main Street.
For more information or to
register for programs, please
visit our website at https://
ctlandmarks.org/properties/
phelps-hatheway-house-gar-
den/ or call 860-668-0055. 36

ULL SERVICE GARAGE
"Your local source for major &
minor repairs”

(860) 623-3894
doanesaccenta LItG@CO)(. net M
www.doanesaccentauto.com @
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<= Paving America Since 2001
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Book Review
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By Jane Shipp
What's with Baum?
BY WOOdy Allen a hovel
2025 192 pgs w\aghats o
Post Hill Press baum

To say that this book is en-
tertaining is the understate-
ment of the year. It is vintage
Woody Allen humor, a bit dark,
sometimes biting, but with a
resonance that no one else can
master. It is Allen's first novel.
The main character is Asher
Baum, a Jewish intellectual and
playwright who lives in New
York, not as successful or fa-
mous or rich as he would like
to be. His confidence is at a low
level, particularly because his
stepson Thane, a self-centered
and spoiled "golden boy," has
just published a novel that is
instantly a best seller. Baum is
insanely jealous.

Baum's third wife Connie
is Thane's doting mother. She
is beautiful and wealthy, also
sharp-tongued and combative;
not surprisingly, a distance has
grown between them, and Ash-
er is forever eyeing attractive
young women. Connie insists
on living a sophisticated but
semi-rural life in Connecticut,
while Asher longs for the busy
streets and frantic activity of the
city--another source of conflict.

When a magazine plans to
do a spread on young Thane
and his literary success, suffo-
cating angst, bitter envy and
barely hidden anger come
to the surface in the family.
However, Thane brings home
a glamorous new girlfriend,
whose interests parallel Baum's,
and they strike up an immedi-
ate understanding. They are
soul mates! When the director
of the documentary about the
promising young novelist ar-

rives on the scene, the atmo-
sphere gets even more strained.

At some point in the drama
Baum invites the young woman
to drive with him into the city;
each one has business to attend
to there, after which they meet
for lunch. While waiting for her
in a bookstore, Baum strikes up
a conversation with a stranger
who gives him a piece of infor-
mation that will change every-
thing. Lunch is a pleasure, and
the outing expands as Baum
and Thane's flancée visit favor-
ite haunts and enjoy one anoth-
er's company, while privately
Baum is tormented by what he
has learned.

The plot holds the reader's
attention and is skillfully un-
folded; the characters are ab-
solutely believable. But the real
joy of this book is Allen's prose.
It is both perceptive and hilar-
ious. Regret, disappointment
and verbal cruelty are in the mix
as well. You can't help feeling
sympathy and understanding
for Asher Baum, while laugh-
ing out loud at his reactions and
descriptions. The book's cover,
a sketch of Munch's painting
The Scream, adds to the over-
all eftect. The book is both poi-
gnant and moving, another and
totally unexpected success for
Woody Allen. 3

CARA MIA
MEDICAL SPA
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Our Services:

Injectables

e Botox

e Dermal fillers
Skin treatments

o Facials

e Chemical peels

Advanced treatments
o IV hydration
« Laser hair removal
o Hair restoration
» Weight management

And much more....

Contact

(860) 870-5978
caramiamedicalspa.com

caramiamedicalspa@gmail.com

'U" {;‘"\ Ml A

MEDICAL SPk'

Location
66 North Main Street
Suffield CT, 06078

Cuckoo for Cocoa

By Lynette Roy

If youd like to serve some-
thing gooey, very chocolatey
and easy to make, then this rec-
ipe should do the trick. A few
tips for making this tart: For
the best chocolate flavor, using
a high-quality chocolate like
Ghirardelli, is recommended,
and although the addition of
instant coffee granules might
sound odd, the coffee actual-
ly enhances the flavor of the
chocolate.

Usually, I provide some
historical information about a
food or ingredient, but there is
so much information about the
history of chocolate, it would
have filled an entire page.
But, if youd like to learn more
about chocolate, here is a great
link: https://en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/History_of-chocolate.

Brownie Tart

6 teaspoons unsalted butter

3-1/4 cups (20 ounces)
semisweet chocolate chips

3 extra-large eggs

1 cup sugar

1 tablespoon instant coffee
granules (decaffeinated gran-
ules can also be used)

1 teaspoon pure vanilla ex-
tract

¥ cup all-purpose flour

Y4 teaspoon baking powder

Y4 teaspoon salt

1 cup (4 ounces) chopped
walnuts

2 to 3 tablespoons heavy
cream

Directions

Grease and flour a 9-inch
tart pan with removable sides.
Preheat the oven to 350 de-
grees E.

1. Melt the butter in a bowl
set over simmering water. Add
2 cups of the chocolate chips,
remove from the heat, and stir
until the chocolate melts. Set
aside to cool completely.

2. In the bowl of an elec-
tric mixer using the paddle
attachment, beat the eggs, sug-
ar, coffee and vanilla on medi-
um-high speed until light and
fluffy, about three minutes.
Stir in the melted chocolate.

At Home Veterinary Services

Kara M. Ryczek, DVM

617-797-3070

Longmeadow, MA

Routine exams including:

- Vaccinations

« Heartworm testing

« Microchip placement

- Routine diagnostics

Sick and emergency appointments
as well as at-home euthanasia

In a medium bowl, combine
the flour, baking powder, salt,
1 cup of the chocolate chips,
and the walnuts. Fold the flour
mixture into the batter until it’s
just combined. Pour into the
pan and bake for 35 to 40 min-
utes, until the center is puffed
(the top may crack). The in-
side will still be very soft. Cool
to room temperature before
removing the sides of the tart
pan.

3. Melt the remaining %
cup of chocolate chips with the
heavy cream and drizzle on the
tart.

4. If desired, serve with a
scoop of vanilla ice cream. 38
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Chiselers and Rustlers and Noises, Oh My!

By Abby Wolcott

It all started a few
months ago when we heard
the pitter patter of feet
above our heads. Before
long that was accompanied
by a chiseling sound, and
we figured a squirrel had
gotten in the house and
was setting up shop in the
attic. Hubby was put on at-
tic patrol, and sure enough,
he noticed some black wal-
nuts brought in as a peace
offering from our squirrel
friends. He pocketed these
as evidence, and embold-
ened, followed up with an-
other trip to the attic where
a red squirrel ran between
his legs. Red squirrels are
small and quick, making
abrupt movements and
then freezing. This one
was no exception and not
soothing to watch. So, our
plan was to haul out our
Have-a-Heart trap and
bait it with peanut butter.
Once we caught the squir-
rel, we would drop him oft
at one of our unsuspecting
friend’s houses under the
cover of darkness where
there were plenty of big
trees and caches of nuts

We waited and waited. The
red squirrel still made his
noises but showed no in-
terest in the trap. And, af-
ter listening to the inces-
sant chiseling of our insu-
lation above our heads we
were at the end of our rope.
Around this time, Buf-
falo Springfield’s For What
Its Worth, one of my fa-
vorite protest songs, was
doing double duty in my
head. It was getting louder
and louder, until I could no
longer contain myself. Be-
ing not the best roommate
ever, I took to singing the
chorus out loud around
the clock. “It’s time to stop,
hey what’s that sound? Ev-
erybody look whats going
down?” It seemed like such
a fitting soundtrack to so
much that is happening,
and the red squirrels were
just a small part of that.
Desperation set in, and
ensuing research revealed
that squirrels do not like
strobe lights (actually, who
does?) So, we purchased
and installed a strobe light
in the attic. That turned the
space into a flickering light
dance floor which spoiled

the ambience for the squir-
rel. We accompanied the
strobe with some loud mu-
sic played on repeat, and
voilal, our encounter with
the chiseler was over.

Then it was time to em-
brace the great outdoors
after having been cooped
up being vigilant about
our attic lodger. Before we
knew it, the chiseling was
replaced by rustling in the
leaf litter on our property.
It was loud and sounded
like a big animal was root-
ing around in the under-
brush. But closer exam-
ination revealed that we
were lucky enough to have
a towhee in our yard. He is
a solitary black, white and
rust  patchwork-colored
bird around the size of a
big sparrow. His species
is known for its dethatch-
ing feeding style by jump-
ing back and forth in the
leaf litter to reveal insects
and other edibles. The to-
whees are quite successful
at this one step forward
two steps back type of for-
aging, and their sharp eyes
are on the lookout for any-

. i i thing they unearth. If you

Connecticut Vision

Specializing in Eye Care and
Eye Wear for the whole family.

New Patients are WELCOME!

Dr. Allise Markowski
& Dr. Christina Gonzalez
OF CONNECTICUT VISION

| 2308 Mountain Road
Suffield, CT 06078

www.ConnecticutVision.com

/»‘ .

Free Water Testing — Call for Details

HOW’S YOUR
WATER?

COMPLETE WATER SYSTEMS

Commercial § Residential § Service # Sales
Water Pumps ® Tanks & Wells & Filtration
Water Conditioning # Public Water Supply

“Family owned and operated for over 50 years

aqua pump co. i

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
860-668-4379

www.agquapump.com

2

have not seen a towhee, try
the Wildlife Management
Area and the New England
Trail. There they rustle and
when they are not rustling,
they post up in the top of
trees and make that “drink
your tea’ call. They nest
on or near the ground and
will migrate to a warmer
climate when the weather
gets cold.

So, in hindsight it was
a spring of mysterious
sounds which revealed un-
usual visitors in and out-
side of our house. It is all
good, but the inside visi-

Photo by Joan Heffernan
Often secretive, the towhee may be noticed first by the sound of
industrious scratching in the leaf litter under dense thickets. You may
sometimes be pleasantly surprised to see one in your yard.

tors can really get under
one’s skin. Those left out-
doors in the wilds of Suft-
ield may be studied and
admired from the com-
fort of our hammock. So,
if you pass by and see us
stretched out, eyes shut, no
weeding basket in sight,
you might be prone to la-
bel us lazy. And that may
be true, but it could be that
we are listening for more
rustling in the shrubs and
wondering what we will
see next. Or just maybe, we
are dreaming of dancing in
the attic. 38

Wheres Mom?

Photo by Joan Heffernan

Robin Eggs

"LET A KING HELP YOU FIND OR SELL YOUR CASTLE"

Realtor, ABR, PSA
Licensed in CT & MA

(M) 860.490.0155
Sallie.King@cbmoves.com
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COLDWELL BANKER
REALTY

Salliekingrealtor.com
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Deena & Jack Rollet

Serving Your Community since 1981

 Power Equlpinﬁrg;}

QUALITY EQUIPMENT FOR ALL SEASONS

e SALES Honda Tillers
Scag Generators

e SERVICE Wright Mowers

e PARTS Jonsered Snowblowers

Echo Trimmers
Ariens Chainsaws
1106 East Street, South ;. .
agum?lfi ot Shindaiwa Leaf Blowers
Bobcat

860-627-5085

www.dandfpower.com
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Make Your House Smart EPIC DAY OF ISty
2 AM-1PM
By Bill Rogers house while the other camera when something changes with S E Rv | C E

If you are away from your
home at times and you want to
stay connected to your home,
then you may want to add WiFi
smart devices.

The smart house requires
that you have home internet
service ($50/mo (100 Mbps
minimum)). The smart house
also requires that you have a
smart phone.

The following WiFi devic-
es are recommended for the
smart house:

WiFi Security Cameras and
Motion Sensor Outdoor Lights

WiFi Doorbell

WiFi Thermostat

WiFi Smoke Alarm

WiFi Oil Tank Fuel Level
Sensor

Security Cameras: Buy in-
door and/or outdoor cameras.
These cameras need to cov-
er home entry doors and win-
dows. I prefer indoor cameras
because indoor cameras may
be able to use a 5G WiFi con-
nection (outdoor cameras use
a 2G WiFi signal). Also, indoor
cameras can be easily relocated.
Be aware, the WiFi camera's in-
frared source which is used for
night vision is reflected off the
window glass. Indoor cameras
aimed though a window will re-
quire that the infrared sensor be
disabled and that motion sensi-
tive lights are mounted outside
to highlight the night activity.

Alternatively, weatherproof
outdoor cameras can be used
with their infrared night vision.
Cameras require a subscription
cloud service ($50/yr) or an SD
micro memory card ($17 for
64 GB) for archiving the vid-
eo recordings. Most homes re-
quire two cameras. One cam-
era is located at the front of the

monitors the back of the house.
Set up the phone camera app
to provide notifications when
motion is detected. There are
many home cameras available
at Amazon or Home Depot
ranging from $19 to hundreds
of dollars. My favorite cameras
are made by Topo (TP-Link),
Wyze and Blink. To connect
the camera to your home WiFi
follow the camera instructions.
Doorbell: A WiFi doorbell
is required to communicate
with visitors while you're away
from home via your cell phone.
In most cases you will replace
your existing doorbell with
the WiFi doorbell (except for
new home construction). Fol-
low the doorbell instructions
to connect to your home WiFi.
Set up the doorbell phone app
to provide notifications when
someone rings the doorbell.
The doorbell has a camera so
you can see the person at your
door. It also has a microphone
and speaker so you can com-
municate with the person at the
door. Doorbells require a sub-
scription cloud service ($50/
yr) or a SD micro memory card
($17 for 64 GB) for archiving
the video recordings. There
are many doorbells available at
Amazon or Home Depot rang-
ing from $29 to hundreds of
dollars. My favorite WiFi door-
bell is made by Ring.
Thermostat: A WiFi ther-
mostat is required to adjust the
home temperature while you're
away. In most cases you will re-
place your existing thermostat
with the WiFi thermostat. Fol-
low the thermostat instructions
to connect to your home WiFi.
Setup the thermostat phone
app to provide notifications

your heating/cooling system.
There are many WiFi thermo-
stats available at Amazon or
Home Depot ranging from $29
to hundreds of dollars. My fa-
vorite WiFi thermostat is made
by Honeywell.

Smoke Alarm: A WiFi
smoke alarm is required to
provide smoke notification
while you're away. In most cas-
es you will replace your exist-
ing smoke alarm with the WiFi
smoke alarm. Follow the smoke
alarm instructions to connect
to your home WiFi. Set up the
smoke alarm app to provide
notifications when smoke is
detected in your home while
you're away, there are many
WiFi smoke alarms available
at Amazon or Home Depot
ranging from $39 to hundreds
of dollars. My favorite WiFi
smoke alarm is made by Goo-
gle Nest.

Oil Tank Fuel Level Sen-
sor: An oil tank fuel level sen-
sor is required to monitor your
heating oil supply while you're
away. In most cases the oil lev-
el sensor can be added to the
oil tank without modifications.
Follow the oil tank sensor in-
structions to connect to your
home WiFi. Setup the oil tank
sensor app to provide notifica-
tions when the oil level is low
while you're away. WiFi oil lev-
el sensors are available at Am-
azon or Home Depot ranging
from $99 to hundreds of dol-
lars. My favorite oil tank level
sensor is made by Smart Oil
Gauge ($149).

Be aware, if you lose power
or WiFi service, then you won't
be able to monitor your smart

devices.
Good luck! #

Lunch is provided: NOON-1 PM

Join Rotary in Making A
Difference in Suffield

When Rotarians and
communifies unite for a global
day of service,
the impact is profound.

Together, we address real needs,
strengthen bonds, inspire hope,
create a meaningful change
and a shared sense of
purpose & pride in Suffield.

PROJECT: CLEAN AND PAINT THE WHITE
FENCING & WEED THE FLOWER BED

PLEASE WEAR CLOTHES SUITABLE FOR PAINTING OR
WEEDING

PLEASE BRING YOUR WATER BOTTLE; WATER IS
AVAILABLE FOR ONSITE REFILLS

This year Ro

WEARING SUNSCREEN, BUG SPRAY AND HAT IS
RECOMMENDED

More info and registration
Is found on our website:

https:/fwww.epicdayo
fservice.ora/clubs/unit
ed-states-7870-

sutfield/projects/hiltop

Rotary
Club of Suffield CT "

bA58ch282
ROTARY CONTACTS

Gayle Demko-gayledemko@gmail.com
Amy Reay-amyyreay@aol.com

6 Industrial Road Windsor Locks
THE
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Mondays and
Thursdays at 6:00PM

Yoga and Literature
WYednesdays at 6:00PM

$20 per class
WE'VE ADDED CLASSES!

$75 for 5 class pass

Make a

reservaion (O EC T IVE

9:30am -Beginning Kundalini
5:00pm- Kundalini Destress

10:30am - Slow Flow Yoga

Friday

Saturday

New Landfill Entrance
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By Beth Chafetz
The Town has put in a new entrance to the town landfill making it

easier and safer to get in.

STONE INSURANCE

OF SUFFIELD

Your Health and Life Insurance Store

(860) 668-6867
68 Bridge Street, Suite 207
Suffield, CT

www.StonelnsuranceLLC.com

Christopher Stone

Certified in Medicare Advantage Plans
and Traditional Medicare Supplements

Mountain Tree Service

Providing Quality Service For Over 30 Years
* Storm Damage Clean-up & Repair
» Complete Tree Care & Preservation
* Tree & Stump Removal
* 24 Hour Emergency Service
Free Consultations & Fully Insured

CT Arborist #62445
| DEP #B-0961 E_ (=]
(85 860-749-7365) mittk
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© “\orking with people

who care about trees”
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Kent Memorial Library

Director’s Corner

By Amy Vessella,
Library Director

Happy May, everyone!

As many of you may have noticed, the library
is currently conducting a Community Needs As-
sessment. This is a normal process that libraries
periodically undertake to ensure their services
meet the needs of the community. It is often part
of a strategic or long-range planning process,
though it can also be conducted independent-
ly. Since it has been a while since the library last
completed this research, now is the ideal time to
revisit it!

We kicked off the assessment with a survey
that ran from April 1 to April 30, and we are now
moving into the next phase: a series of hour-long
focus groups throughout May.

We invite community members to help shape

in one of these upcoming focus groups. These
relaxed, informal sessions are designed to gath-
er feedback from residents on our current offer-
ings, community needs, areas for improvement,
and ideas for the future.

We are especially interested in learning how
you use library resources today, what programs or
services you would like to see added or expanded,
and how the library can better serve as a hub for
learning, connection, and innovation. Whether
you're a frequent visitor or haven’t stopped by in
years (or ever!), your input is valuable.

The focus groups will be held at various times

and locations and participation is free. Feedback
collected will play a key role in guiding future
programming, acquisitions, and outreach efforts.

The schedule for the focus groups is as follows:

Residents interested in participating must
sign up in advance by calling 860-668-3896 or
emailing LBologna@SuffieldCT.gov. Please indi-
cate which group you would like to join. Partici-
pation is first-come, first-served, and individuals
may register for one group.

Don’'t miss this opportunity to have your
voice heard and help support a vibrant and wel-
coming library for everyone!

Group

Date/Time Location

Parents of School-Age Children

May 4™ at 6:30 PM

Kent Memorial Library

LGBTQ+ (ages 16+)

May 7% at 6:45 PM

Kent Memorial Library

Library Non-Users

May 13™ at 6:30 PM

Suttield Town Hall

Middle/High School Students

May 14™ at 2:45 PM

Kent Memorial Library

Individuals Who Identify as Neurodiverse
or Have a Physical, Invisible, or Access-
Related Need

May 18™ at 6:30 PM

Suffield Town Hall

the future of our library services by participating Adults May 27" at 5:30 or 6:45 PM Kent Memorial Library
For more information or to register for a program, please stop by or
Library Activities call the library at 860-668-3896 or go online to suffield-library.org
Follow us on Facebook. All programs are free.
General Programs

Movies at the Library

KML is showing mov-
ies again! Visit our website at
www.suffield-library.org/ for
more information, including
this month’s movie showtimes.

Rise to the Challenge Book
Group

Monday, May 11 at 6:30
p.m.

Join us in reading and dis-
cussing books that have been
challenged and/or banned.
April's book meeting was can-
celled so May’s book will be
Persepolis by Marjane Satrapi.
Copies of both books will be
available at the library. Please

be aware that this group dis-
cusses books which may in-
clude sensitive topics. Regis-
tration is not required.
Thursday Readers Book Dis-
cussion Group
Thursday, May 28 at 1 p.m.
Get together on the last
Thursday of the month with
other readers to discuss a
book. Books are available at
the library. Registration is not
required. The May title is The
Lies They Told by Ellen Marie
Wiseman.
Rabble Readers
Tuesday May 19 at 7 p.m.
Rabble Readers is an Es-

= Complete Plumbing
= Emergency Service
= Cleaning Service

JIM T's PLUMBING SERVICE

24 Hour Service - Jim Trzcinski

e Water Heater
e Sewer & Drain
= Repair Service

capist Lit book club at KML
for adults. We'll read fantasy,
sci-fi, and horror, anything
that takes us away! We will
meet on the 3rd Tuesday of
every month at 7:00 p.m. Cop-
ies of the books will be avail-
able at the library, no registra-
tion required. The May title is
A Fate Inked in Blood by Dan-
ielle L. Jensen.

Quiet Time Book Club

Monday May 18 from 6 - 8
p.m.

Looking to tackle your TBR
(To Be Read)? Need some ac-
countability finishing those last
couple chapters? Come to the

KML Quiet Time Book Club!
Take some time for yourself
to read whatever strikes your
fancy in the company of other
book lovers. Bring your own
book to read or find one at the
library, and we'll provide the
tea and cocoa and ambiance.
Stay for two minutes or stay for
two hours - no social interac-
tion required (but if you'd like
to introduce yourself, we're
happy to know you!).

Books & Beyond with

author Allison Larkin

Thursday May 14 at 7 p.m.
via Zoom

Join us for a live discus-

sion with the author of the
book Home of the American
Circus. Copies of the book
will be available for pick up at
the library. Registration is re-
quired. The acclaimed author
of The People We Keep returns
with a luminous new story of
redemption, breaking gener-
ational curses, and the power
of family in its truest form. Set
in the birthplace of the Amer-
ican circus, this deeply mov-
ing novel is an exploration of
broken families, the weight of
the past, and the complicated
journey of finding home.
Continued on Page 27

Meet Me
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With Robyn Kertanis

JimTPlumbing@gmail.com

Kitchen & Bath Remodeling
Specializing in New Construction
Licensed & Insured P1 204727

607 South Stone Street = West Suffield, CT 06093

Office (860) 668-7663
Cell (860) 836-5099
Fax (860) 668-7698

SIKES

1425 MAPLETON AVE.

TREE SERVICE
860-668-4159

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
IN SUFFIELD FOR OVER 60 YEARS

COMPLETE TREE MAINTENANCE &
REMOVAL AT REASONABLE PRICES

NATE SIKES

CT LICENSED TREE ARBORIST

SINCE 1945 - FULLY INSURED

Book Now
 ¢all 860-758-5022

A low-impact workout blending
ballet, strength training,
and mindful movement.

Class Schedule

Tuesdays 6:00AM
Thursdays 6:00AM
Wednesdays 7:00PM
Saturdays 9:00AM

$20 Per Class $75 for 5 class pass

6 Industrial Rd, Windsor Locks, CT

THE

COLLECTIVE.
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KML Programs

Continued from page 26

Mahjong

Thursday mornings from
10 am. - 12 p.m.

Join us for a morning of
American Mahjong!

Make new friends as you
play one of the world's oldest
tile-based games. For adults
-Basic knowledge of the game
required. Please bring your
2025 NMJL (National Mah-
jong Junior League) card. Reg-
istration required.

A Conversation with
author Ron Farina

Tuesday May 19 from 6:30
-8 p.m.

Kent Memorial Library is

pleased to host Connecticut
Author and recent CT Vet-
eran Hall of Fame inductee,
Ron Farina on Tuesday, May
19 at 6:30 p.m. Ron will read
from his novel, Sacrifice the
Final Chapter and discuss the
book, taking audience ques-
tions. Ron Farina is the author
of four books and personal es-
says about the human cost of
war. In 2021, he was awarded
the Association of Writers and
Programs (AWP) Intro Award
for fiction and the American
Society of Professional Jour-
nalists, Connecticut Chapter
first-place award for general
column magazine feature, for
the essay “War Torn.” In Jan-
uary of 2025, cited for using
his passion for writing to ad-

vocate for and bring attention
to the needs of veterans and
their families, Ron was in-
ducted into the Connecticut
Veterans Hall of Fame. Ron
was selected as an INDIE Pub-
lishers 2025 book award final-
ist for military nonfiction for
the book Sacrifice: The Final
Chapter.
Kids and Teens Programs

Chick Hatching

Our chicks are due to hatch
May 1 and will live in the li-
brary for a few weeks. Come
visit them!

Rhyme Time

Fridays May 1, 8, 15 and
29 at 10:30 a.m.

Bring your singing voice
on Fridays! We sing, dance,
blow bubbles -- and have fun!

Drop in; no registration
required. Recommended ages
0-5.

Visiting Spaulding

May 18 - 22

Miss Wendy will be visit-
ing Spaulding School in May
to tell students all about the
Summer Reading Program!
She'll be bringing a bunch of
new books to share as well!

Outside the Box: Neurodi-
vergent & Friends Club

Next Meeting: Thursday,
May 14 at 3:30 p.m.

Open to Kids 10+ (under
12, adult must remain in the
building)

Welcome to our club, where
neurodivergence is celebrated!
If you are neurodivergent, or
you have a friend that is, come

hang out with us! All kids 10+
are welcome, regardless of di-
agnosis. This is a special meet-
ing, where the club will take
on KMLs Revolutionary War
Escape Room! (This is a social
group and will not provide di-
agnosis or therapy.)
The Kids Who Read Books
Book Club

Thursday, May 21 at 3:30
p.m.

Join us for the next meet-
ing of The Kids Who Read
Books Book Club! We'll be
discussing Wings of Fire: The
Dark Secret by Tui T. Suther-
land (Book 4). Books will be
available to check out at the
library. Open to all people in
grades 5-12. Registration is
not required. 38

Saturday, May 9, 2026

(rain or shine)

Registration: 9 AM  Ride: 10 - 11 AM
Food & Fun: 11 AM-1PM
McAlister School * Suffield, CT

Kids Ages 3-16 Welcome To Ride

2026 Suffield PMC
KIDS RIDE

Sponsorship, raffle & volunteer opportunities available!
With questions: cnikolis@cox.net » (860) 796-3644

For info, to register or donate:
kids.pmc.org/suffield

» Safe, well-staffed 5M road loop for older kids
= Enclosed parking lot ride for younger children

+ Raffle & auction with dozens of great items
= Food-Refreshments-Live Music-Playground

Sponsored by

ARTIOLI

e DODGE « CHRYSLER « RAM g

100% of all proceeds benefit The Jimmy Fund.
$650,000 raised since 2012!

] Jimmy Fund’

The

DANA-FARBER CANCER INSTITUTE

N

-

- [ RUCK CAPS

Large Inventory of New & Used Truck Caps,
Tonneau Covers, and Trailers

TR (360) 627-9409

26 North Road, East Windsor, CT 06088
info@killamtruckmart.com

www.killamtruckmart.com

CAR+ MATE

TRAILERS INC. & & & &

Suffield PMC Kids Ride
Returns for 15th Year

From a press release

The 2026 Suffield Pan
Mass Challenge Kids Ride,
presented by Artioli Dodge,
will be held on May 9 at the
McAlister School. In its 15th
year, the Kids Ride has raised
over $660,000 for The Jim-
my Fund/Dana Farber Can-
cer Institute through the Pan
Mass Challenge.

“We are thrilled to be back
and look forward to gather-
ing again with friends, vol-
unteers, supporters and es-
pecially our riders and their
families. We are very proud
of what this day has become
in Suffield and are extremely
grateful for the support we
have received. None of this
would be possible without
the hundreds of people that
have taken the time to help

in so many ways,” said Chris
Nikolis, co-coordinator of
the event, along with his wife
Denise. “This is a great town,
and we look forward to our
best Kids Ride yet. And we
are proud to welcome Artioli
Dodge as our title partner”

Kids ages 2-17 are wel-
come to ride either of two safe,
supervised courses. Younger
children can ride the closed
off middle school parking lot
circle and older kids can ride
a five-mile loop up Hill Street
to Russell Street and back.
The day includes a raffle/si-
lent auction, with all guests
invited to stay for lunch, live
music and a fun celebration.
Terrific sponsorship opportu-
nities are also available.

In 14 years, the event has
hosted over 1,700 kids and

raised over $660,000 for The
Jimmy Fund and fight against
cancer. One hundred percent
of all proceeds and donations
from the event go directly
to The Jimmy Fund, both of
which are among the highest
rated charities in the country.
In 46 years, PMC has raised
$1.1 billion for Dana Farber
and The Jimmy Fund, includ-
ing a record $78 million in
2025.

To register to ride or vol-
unteer and to donate, visit
kids. PMC.org/Suffield. Sup-
porters can also stay updat-
ed by following on Facebook
at “Suffield PMC Kids Ride”
With any questions, or to be-
come involved in any way,
please contact Chris Nikolis
at 860-796- 3644 or cnikolis@
cox.net. 38

Your Beloved Pets!

Surgical Services

Exotic Pet Care

\

PROUDLY OFFERING:

Wellness exams & Preventive Care
Dental Care & Cleanings
Advanced Diagnostics

For Appointments:

(860) 668-4041

Suffield Veterinary Hospital

Where we truly care for your pet.

Compassionate, Expert Care for

WWW.SUFFIELDVET.COM
577 EAST ST.SOUTH
SUFFIELD, CT 06078
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The Suffield Players

From a press release

The  Suffield  Play-
ers present 20th Century
Blues by Susan Miller, a
funny and heartfelt dra-
matic comedy directed
by Konrad Rogowski. Per-
formances run May 1-16
at Mapleton Hall in Suff-
ield.

The play follows four
women whose friendship
has spanned more than
forty years, preserved

through a tradition of an-
nual photo sessions. At
their latest gathering, an
unexpected challenge tests
the strength of their bond,
asking whether friendship

i 4

can endure as life changes.

The cast includes Lisa
Parker, Mary Fernan-
dez-Sierra, Barbara Gal-
low, Elizabeth  Reyn-
olds, Kelly Siep, and Chris-
tian Tarr.

Performances are May
1, 2, *3, 8, 9, *10, 15, and
16 at 8 p.m. (*2 p.m. mat-
inees). Subtitled perfor-
mances are May 2, 8, and
10. Recommended for ages
13 and up.

Tickets are $22 ($15
opening night), with dis-
counts for students, seniors
and groups. Call 800-289-
6148 or visit www.suffield-
players.org. 38
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Cast members (left to right) Elizabeth Reynolds, Lisa Parker,
Kelly Siep, Barbara Gallow work on their next production.

Cetto Chambers Singers.

Photo by Kathryn Roberts

Cetto Chamber Singers
Host Concert!

By Kathryn Roberts

Everyone is invited to
attend the Cetto Chamber
Singers’ Spring Concert
at 3 p.m., Saturday, May
30, at the Second Baptist
Church, 100 N Main St
Suffield.

The program will in-
clude “Bridge Over Trou-
bled Water” by Paul Si-
mon, “Kuimba”, a Swahili
celebration of song, “Da
Pacem Domine’, from
the 15th century, “Praise
His Holy Name”, by Keith
Hampton, and a fun Su-
premes medley, as well as

other selections. A light
reception in Fellowship
Hall will follow the perfor-
mance.

Cetto Chamber Singers
is a chorus of approximate-
ly 60 women drawn from
central and western Mas-
sachusetts and central
Connecticut. Founded by
Lorri Cetto and Evelyne
Battle, both retired mu-
sic professionals, the Suft-
ield-based group is cel-
ebrating its sixth year of
joytul song.

“This concert is our op-
portunity to share our tal-

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF
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07200

PERSONAL SERVICE DISPLAYS

0
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L2200
Memorial Services

Professionally created in your loved ones memory.

4

ents and love of music with
the community. We are
singers with heart,” says
Lorri Cetto, Co-Director.

The Cetto Chamber
Singers perform at several
area venues annually. This
is their final concert of the
season before embarking
upon a performance tour
of France in June.

The concert is free and
open to the public. For
more information, please
contact: Lorri Cetto at [cet-

to@crocker.com or Evelyne
Battle at etbattle@icloud.
com 3

NICHOLSON & CARMON

Funeral Home
860.668.7324 443 East Street N., Suffield, CT

www.carmonfuneralhome.com

CAPTURING MEMORIES
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An Inspirational Trip to the Paralymplcs in Italy

By Johanne Presser

What began as a search
for tickets to the 2026 Winter
Olympics evolved into a trip
Brian Casinghino will never
forget. A past visitor to Italy
and a sports enthusiast, Casin-
ghino thought it would be great
to merge those interests and try
to get Olympic tickets. As he
searched for them online in
the fall of 2024, he came across
an application for the Olympic
volunteer team. Thinking he
had nothing to lose, he filled
it out and submitted it. “It did
take some time to complete as it
was similar to a resume, want-
ing to know your professional
background, the extent of your
volunteer activities, your sports
background etc.” reported Cas-
inghino,” and a lot of the ques-
tions centered around what I
could contribute to the spirit of
the Olympics.”

Back here in Suffield, Casin-
ghino’s family is well known for
its sports affiliation and volun-
teerism. His father, Lou, served
on the Parks and Rec Commis-
sion for 35 years, and Brian is
currently its chair having been
on it since 2010. In that capac-
ity he oversees a host of recre-
ational and sports offerings for
a variety of the population.

Indeed, the tennis com-
plex between the intermediate
school and the middle school
was named for Brian’s grand-
father, Carlo, due to a signifi-
cant donation by Lou in mem-
ory of his father. Additionally,
wife Heather is a physical ed-
ucation teacher at the middle
school and has coached field
hockey for years. The kids are
no slouches either, with Anna
playing varsity field hockey at
UConn and Daniel running
Iron Man triathlons.

When the kids were
younger, Casinghino coached
baseball, softball, basketball,
soccer (assistant) and gym-
nastics. He has also volun-
teered at the many road races
held in Suffield, so it was no
surprise that he passed the
first application hurdle.

Months after the applica-
tion submission, he had an
hour long Zoom interview
which further delved into his
background, interests, profes-
sional activities, and volunteer
and athletic involvement. Sub-
sequently, he was notified that
he had attained “reserve” sta-
tus. It was not until December
2025 that he was officially as-
signed to closing ceremonies at
the Paralympics in Cortina.
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Photo provided by Brian Casinghino

Brian at the ski slope at the Paralympics in Cortina, Italy.

With that came 15 differ-
ent modules of training rang-
ing from first aid to Olym-
pic rules, cultural etiquette
to sensitivity awareness with
an emphasis on values. Each
module was accompanied by a
15-minute quiz.

The Paralympics were held
from March 6-15 with athletes
from 54 countries participating.
Casinghino was given a time to
report to receive his credentials
which admitted him to the var-
ious competitions (and cafete-
ria!) and volunteer swag which
included Olympic/Paralympic

emblazoned jackets (2), polo
shirts, pants, and boots.
Obtaining transportation
and lodging was totally up to
him and he found a small hotel
about 40 miles from the main
venue run by a couple. “The
husband owner, Giuseppi,
was also a volunteer and very
helpful to me. Although I had
rented a car, the bus transpor-
tation was great and Giuseppi
and I would ride into the ac-
tivities together;” said Casing-
hino. “He also helped me get
assigned two more shifts- one
at the downhill races and one

at the curling rink”

It was difficult for Casingh-
ino to choose his best memo-
ry because there were so many
wonderful things about his ex-
perience. Certainly, the bars
at night where he met up with
athletes, volunteers and attend-
ees to share stories and get to
know a little about them. All of
the athletes stories were inspi-
rational and it gave him pause
to think of what they had over-
come to get there. One young
woman from Australia had
been an Iron Man competi-
tor before a tragic accident left
her a paraplegic, but there she
was competing. He felt a sense
of wonderment at the indomi-
table spirit of the athletes and
that so many strangers could
come together in such harmo-
ny to celebrate them and their
common humanity. When
push came to shove however,
Casinghino concluded that it
was walking with an Argentin-
ian who needed assistance in
waving his country’s flag in the
closing ceremony.

Leaving the event with a
number of new friends who
promised to keep in touch, Cas-
inghino was already thinking
about volunteering at the next
winter Olympics in France. 38

When it comes to your real estate needs, put your trust in...

Chestnut Oak Associates

YOUR HOMETOWN REALTORS

KNOWLEDGE

...one of our 19 Agents...

EXPERIENCE

SRFEATlTY  REALTOR

..with over 375 years of combined experience...

RESULTS
...and $875,000,000+ in real estate sold.

76 Mountain Rd. - (860) 668-0234 - www.chestnutoak.com -

info@chestnutoak.com
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Senior Center Lunches

Lunches are $6 and in-
clude tea, a cold beverage,
and dessert.

Please make reservations
by noon the day prior.

Please bring your own
container for leftovers.

Menu is subject
change.

Tues, May 5 - Spinach
and ham crustless quiche,
sausage patty, tater tots

Wed, May 6 - Pork ten-
derloin, stuffing, green bean
casserole

Thurs, May 7 - Pasta with
roasted tomato and aspara-
gus, salad, garlic bread

Tues, May 12 - Sloppy Joe
on a roll, carrot and celery
sticks with dip, chips

Wed, May 13 - Honey
mustard chicken, mashed
potatoes, vegetable

Thurs, May 14 - Kielba-
sa, pierogis, heirloom apple
salad

Tues, May 19 - Ham and
cheese Hawaiian sliders,
coleslaw, fruit

Wed, May 20 - Sweet and
sour chicken, broccoli, and
carrots on top of rice

Thurs, May 21 - Beef and
barley soup, cheesy bread-
stick, cucumber salad

to

Senior Genter & Mini Bus Negws

By Peter Leclerc, Director of Community Services 860-668-8830

Tues, May 26 - Barbecue
chicken, potato salad, corn
bread

Wed, May 27 - Ameri-
can chop suey, salad, roll and
butter

Thurs, May 28 - Sweet
sausage on a roll with onions
and peppers, baked beans.

Mini Bus Trips

Mini Bus trips require five
passengers and are weath-
er permitting. Reservations
for May trips will open on
April 20. Call 860-668-3844
to make a reservation.

Shopping at Westfarms

Tuesday, May 5 - Pickups
begin at 9 a.m.

Lunch at Zanto in Suffield

Friday, May 8 - Pickups
begin at 11:30 a.m.

MGM Casino in Springfield

Tuesday, May 12 - Pick-
ups begin at 9 a.m.

Shopping at Walmart

Thursday, May 14 - Pick-
ups begin at 8:30 a.m.

Lunch at Cracker Barrel

Tuesday, May 19 - Pick-

ups begin at 11:30 a.m.
Lunch at Lulu’s
Friday, May 25 - Pickups
begin at 11:30 a.m.
Elizabeth Park
& Cheesecake Factory
Tuesday, May 26 - Pick-

ups begin at 9 a.m.
May Activities

Cinco de Mayo Lunch
and Trivia - Tuesday, May 5
- 12 - 2 p.m. Included with
lunch sign-up!

Price Is Right - Tuesday,
May 19 - 1 - 2 p.m. Free

Lunch at Sunrise Park —
Friday, May 15 - 12 - 1 p.m.
Free. Come have a packed
lunch and enjoy beautiful
scenery. Must sign up with
Bethany. Limited minibus
spots.

Art Hour

Thursdays 10—11:30 a.m.
FREE!

May 7 — Coloring Coast-
ers

May 14 — Painting Pot
Holders

May 21 — Beaded Key-
chains

Card Making Class

Tuesday, May 12 9:30 -
10:30 a.m.

Hosted by Karenough-
crafts. $15 per person. Call
860-836-1326 by the Sunday
before.

Suffield Academy Visits

Tuesdays 2-3 p.m.

High school students
from Suffield Academy will
be coming to assist seniors
with technology and more!

SERVING CONNECTICUT & MASSACHUSETTS

« Homemakers
e Live-in Companions

CHRISEL'S AFFORDABLE HOME CARE
ONE ON ONE HOME CARE ¢ 24 HOUR SERVICES

Providing affordable care for your loved ones.

A licensed agency offering non-medical in-home care with carefully screened staff.
o Part-time Caregiving
o Transportation

« Companions
« Respite Care

24 Hour & Part-Time Services

Whether a senior needs help or a family member returns home from the hospital, we can provide support and assistance as needed.
We are a non-medical, licensed home care agency taking pride in being dependable.

to Appts. & More

11 High Street, Suite 103, Suffield, CT ¢ 860.668.4002 ¢ chriselsaffordablecare.com e HCA000378

When you want simply the best service and quality available, contact
Bill's Landscaping LLC. A knowledgeable, polite representative will meet
you to address your landscape requirements!

-~(

Bill's

L1LC

. ma ReHfioval Q

_l

geable, polite rep:

or visit our website fo request a quote: WwW.billslandscaping.com

T HIC Lic.

#607845 - #B-2132

P Landscap ng

* Putios, Drlvewuys Wulkwuys * Retining Walls lundscupe Design & Inslullnhon
o Exterior Grounds Maintenance ¢ Tree Removal Service, Stump Grinding Service
o Turt Mowing, Spring Cleanup, Ornamental Shrub Pruning

When you want simply the best service and quality available contact Bill's Landscaping LLC.
d ive will meet you to address your landscape requirements.

 CT State Certified Arborist
*TCIA Certified Tree Care Professional Performing Tree Care Work

¢l 860-749-0448 1ol Free 1-855-477-2325

Schedule Your Sprlng Project!

Certified ICPA, NCMA

For Reliable Professional Service
With Over 25 Years
In The Community, CALL US!

Residential
Mowing
and
Spring
Cleanup
Available

AN Certified
‘h Master Gardener On Staff

For more information and an application, please conlact:
Joann Moriarty
Direcior of Sulffield Youlh Senvices
jmonarty@sutisidcl.gov or B60-668-3329
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Armchair Travel to Finland

Monday, May 11

11 am.—12 p.m.

FREE! We will be virtual-
ly traveling to Finland while
trying Finnish food.

Floral Design Classes

Tuesday, May 19 & June
23

Morning class 9-10 a.m.
Evening class 7-8 p.m. $45/
class. Registration required.
Join the fantastic Bob Whit-
ney to make the most gor-
geous designs!

AARP Safe Driver Courses

Upcoming Classes: May
20, July 22, Sept 9, Nov 8

9am.-1p.m. $20 AARP
Member; $25 Non-Member
Payment by cash or check to

the Instructor. $5 per person
Facility Fee is paid directly to
the Senior Center. By cash or
check on the day of the class.
English High Tea

Friday, June 5 1-3 p.m.

Terry’s High Tea Fund-
raiser to benefit the kitchen
is back! Join us for tea, deli-
cious munchies, prizes, & the
famous raffle. $12 per ticket.
Tickets go on sale May 1st.
See Terry or Bethany.

Ask the Social Worker

Last Wednesday of each
month, 10-11:30 a.m.

SCA’s Lauren Marino will
be here each month!

For more information vis-
it suffieldseniorcenter.com or
call 860-668-8830. 38
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Buying or Selling
Your Trusted Suffield

~ Dedication, Integrity,

FAMILY OWNED &

REALTY

Realtor

H.O.D. #115

OPERATED SINCE 1934

TROIANO OIL COMPANY

‘ e e

® Boiler / AC Service

° 24 Hour
Emergency Service

777 ENFIELD ST. - ENFIELD, CT ° 860.745.0321

® Automatic
Oil Delivery

¢ Oil Contracts
/Service Contracts
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By Peter Leclerc/Donna Carney-Bastrzycki/Pam Cocca/Dan Leonard 860-668-3862

PARKS & RECREATION NEWS

By Donna Carney-Bastrzy-
cki, Director of Special Pro-
grams, Suffield Parks and
Recreation Department

It was a bright and beauti-
ful Saturday for our St. Patrick’s
Weekend and 250th Celebra-
tion Spring Hiking & Work-
shop on March 21. We had
great weather and a wonderful
turnout of participants of all
ages and abilities at scenic Sun-
rise Park’s Upper Pavilion.

In partnership with Mat
Jobin, Owner of Reach Your
Summit, our hiking event wel-
comed residents of all ages and
abilities for an afternoon fo-
cused on outdoor recreation,
local history, and communi-
ty connection. The program
began indoors with a work-

By Peter Leclerc, CCMO
Director of Community
Services

The 3rd Annual Dancing
Stars of Suffield had a special
America theme to fit in with
our celebration of Americas
250th Anniversary. The event
brought energy, elegance and
community spirit togeth-
er for an unforgettable eve-
ning, in support of a mean-
ingful cause. This quickly
has become one of the most
popular happenings, but it
is about more than the dedi-
cated dancers, it supports our
Bowling Buddies Group and
Special Olympic team.

Modeled after the Danc-
ing with the Stars television
show, the event featured local
celebrity dancers paired with

Parks & Recreation Celebrates!

shop designed to prepare par-
ticipants for time on the trail.
Topics included spring lay-
ering techniques, trail safety,
the history of hiking in Con-
necticut, and proper hydration
methods—providing practical
knowledge for both new and
experienced hikers.

Following the workshop,
participants  joined guided
hikes along a portion of the his-
toric New England Trail while
enjoying the natural beauty of
Sunrise Park. Hikers had the
opportunity to choose between
a beginner-friendly walk or a
more moderate hike to take in
all the beauty of Sunrise Park
and to learn more about hiking
history in Suffield.

Throughout the program,

participants were supported
by hike leaders Mat Jobin of
Reach Your Summit, Donna
Carney-Bastrzycki, Director of
Special Programs, and volun-
teer Stephan Bastrzycki, who
helped guide and encourage at-
tendees along the route.

We were especially glad that
the event coincided with Na-
tional Down Syndrome Day,
offering a meaningful oppor-
tunity to celebrate inclusion,
awareness and community to-
getherness.

Light snacks were provid-
ed, and we extend our sincere
thanks to the Marotta Family
for generously contributing a
selection of delicious home-
made goodies that were en-
joyed by all in attendance.

e ]

Photo by Donna Carney Bastrzycki

St. Patrick’s Weekend Hiking Workshop fun on Sunrise Parks’ Upper

Pavilion

As Suffield Parks & Recre-
ation, we are grateful to every-
one who joined us and helped
make the program such a posi-
tive and fun experience. Events
like this reflect our ongoing
commitment to providing op-
portunities that encourage fit
and active lifestyles, appre-
ciation for the outdoors, and
meaningful community con-

Danczng Stars of Suffield

professionals from the Suffield
Fred Astaire Dance Studio.
Amazing performances in-
cluded Joe Artioli and Anasta-
siia Alekseienko (Paso Doble
and Hustle), Allise Markowski
and Serghei Cusnir (Cha Cha
and Rumba), Chris Kellogg
and Anastasia Barhatova (Fox-
trot and Swing), Karen Rolocut
and Serghei Cusnir (Mambo),
and Peter Leclerc with Anasta-
sia Barhatova (Quick Step). At
the end of the night, Karen Ro-
locut took home the coveted
Mirrorball Trophy! Congratu-
lations to all of the dancers and
thank you for all of your hard
work and dedication.

Guest performances from
Fred Astaire students and for-
mer participants Amanda Tini
and Melissa Mack showed off

Romina D’Angelo

Realtor, SRS, PSA, RSPS, CLHMS
“YOUR LOCAL REALTOR"

With over 28 years of experience
Licensed in CT & MA

Cell (860)202-5466

Email: rominadangelol@yahoo.com
Website: rdfindyourhome.com

AR, f&\ >
e &9 SRS

SELLER REPRESENTATIVE SPECIALIST

PSA

PRICING STRATEGY ADVISOR

Licensed
& Insured

License #
CT 204228

John Brookman
860-209-2089 jbrooky63@gmail.com
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Photo by Rob Faber Photography.

(L-R): Amanda Tini, Anthony Newondowski, Melissa Mack, Jordan
Adison, Chris Kellogg, Peter Leclerc, Andrew Kerski, Anastasia
Barhatova, Tony Dovolani, Anastasia Abrashin, Joe Artioli, Anastasiia
Alekseienko, Allise Markowski, Karen Rolocut and Serghei Cusnir.

their tremendous talent! The
crowd was also treated to a
dramatic Rumba by student
and Marine Jordan Adison
with Anastasiia Alekseienko.
Following the student dances,
the crowd was treated by pro-
fessional showcases by Anas-
tasiaa Alekseienko, Serghei
Cusnir and Anastasia Barha-

toiva! Internationally known
Fred Astaire Dance judges An-
astasia Abrashin and Dancing
with the Stars champion Tony
Dovolani brought expertise
and charm to the evening for
their third year also.

This event would not
have become the success it
has without the support and

nections in Suffield. We are
now looking ahead with ex-
citement to our spring and
summer offerings—including
events, camps, and programs—
and to continuing the celebra-
tion of Americas 250th anni-
versary throughout the season
with themed activities, games,
and special events for the com-
munity to enjoy. 3§

partnership with the Fred As-
taire Dance Studio, including
co-owners Anastasia Barhato-
va and Andrew Kerski, as well
as the sponsors and dedicated
staff and volunteers. I cannot
thank all of them enough for
all of their hard work and gen-
erosity.

You can check out all of the
dances on our Instagram or
Facebook, both found under,
@suffieldrec. We are already
looking forward to next year!

If you, or someone you
know, would like more infor-
mation on how to participate
as a dancer or sponsor for next
year’s event, please email: rec-
reation@suffieldct.gov or call
(860) 668-3862 and speak with
Donna Carney-Bastrzycki in
Parks & Recreation. 3%
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The Suffield Observer

P.O. Box 424
Suffield, CT 06078
Tel: 860-668-7442
email: Inbox@TheSuffieldObserver.com
and Ads@TheSuffieldObserver.com

Our Mission: To build a sense of community throughout the town of Suf-
field and to provide a forum where all sides of issues may be addressed.
Our Organization: The Observer is written by, for and about the people
of Suffield. We are an independent, non-profit, non-partisan organization
seeking to provide information and news about the town of Suffield.
Donations: There is no charge for the Observer, but we welcome donations
to help pay for our rent, printing and mailing costs.

Advertisers: To advertise in The Suffield Observer, contact our advertising
manager, at 860-668-7442, and we will be glad to help. We thank our ad-
vertisers for their support. We feel strongly that one way to build a sense of
community is to support our local businesses.

Volunteers: If you would like to be a part of publishing The Suffield Ob-
server, you would be most welcome. No previous experience necessary.
Call Ray Dalrymple, 860-668-7711.

Guidance for all submitted articles: All Observer submissions must con-
form to the following criteria: They must be reasonable and civil, free of
libelous or slanderous content, timely and of community interest. Any crit-
icism must be directed at ideas, actions or decisions, not people. When
writers don't adhere to the criteria, the Observer will attempt to contact
them. If writers do not agree to make necessary changes, the Observer re-
serves the right to reject the article. Articles attacking the actions of an
individual or organization must be submitted by the 9th of the month to
allow for the affected parties rebuttal, or that party is allowed a rebuttal in
the following issue. The choice is up to the affected party. Responses must
be in kind.

Letters to the Editor/OpEds: The Observer accepts letters/OpEds that are
factual and of interest to the community. We strive to print a balance of all
sides of an issue. Letters should not exceed 250 words, OpEds should not
exceed 500 words. Only one letter /OpEd per writer is allowed every three
months.We do not accept Letters to the Editor endorsing political candi-
dates.

Business Articles: The Suffield Observer does not accept articles written
by owners of a business that could be considered self-serving. Advertising
space is available for such purposes.

Political Ads: In the interest of maintaining a level playing field, we accept
no political ads but do print at election time a Suffield Voters’ Guide with
input from the local candidates.

Articles: We look forward to content on community issues or topics which
would contribute to the benefit of residents of the community. Contribu-
tions include poetry, community interest articles, short stories, personal
profiles, etc. Article length typically ranges from 100 to 600 words depend-
ing on the subject.

Photos: Photos enhance articles, and sometimes a stand-alone photo with
a good caption beats a short article. Please send photographs as attach-
ments (not embedded in a document). For quaility printing send good
resolution of 300 pixels per inch or higher.

Suggestions: We are a volunteer organization and we truly welcome sug-
gestions that would improve the newspaper.
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SUFFIELD GARDEN CLUB Sujfﬁeld Garden C lllb O
M A Y M A RKET www.SuffieldGardenClub.org \Y —
[ ] ] '
FREE ADMISSION Ma’y Ma’rket 1S Comlng°
Save the Date By Lisa Parker, Suffield syrups and creamer. Also bring their own reusable
Garden Club new this year is live enter- shopping bags, as well as a
SATURDAY When you see the mer- tainment for children and wagon or cart for transport-

MAY 16
9AM—3PM

SPECIALTY PLANTS
HANGING BASKETS  ANNUALS
PERENNIALS  GARDEN ACCESSORIES
COLLECTIBLES  GARDEN & HOUSEHOLD TOOLS
PERSONALIZED SIGNS  HAND SEWN TOTES
& MANY OTHER TREASURES

AT THE PHELPS-HATHEWAY HOUSE GROUNDS
55 SOUTH MAIN STREET, SUFFIELD

www.suffieldgardenclub.or:
https://www.facebook.com/SuffieldGardenClub/

Celebrating
70 Years
Together!

By Kathy Banak
Ron and Mary Banak
recently celebrated their
70th wedding anniversary

who joined the festivities.
Their son Brian and

grandson Matthew are lo-

cal realtors at Coldwell

ry, yellow and white striped
tents next to the Phelps-Ha-
theway House barn, you
know it’s time for May Mar-
ket!

Now in its 48th year,
the Suffield Garden Club’s
May Market always de-
lights. Thirty-five vendors
will be offering everything
from plants, garden art,
pottery, house signs, metal
work, wooden ware, unique
wreaths, and second-hand
treasures to power equip-
ment, jewelry and food.
Shoppers can patronize re-
turning favorites as well as
new additions like the Dirty
Sip, an on-trend drink that
mixes soda with flavored

adults in the Summer House
just south of the main house.
Gardening  enthusiasts
can enjoy extra benefits
such as the availability of
Spear Head Spades, ros-
es and shrubs, and Suffield
High's own Agriscience stu-
dents with a selection of
student-grown plants and
herbs. The Garden Club also
offers “Member Plants” - lo-
cally grown perennials and
annuals at amazingly low
prices — and free gardening
advice at the Club’s booth.
Admission is free, but
don't forget to bring cash or
your checkbook since not
all vendors take credit cards.
Visitors are encouraged to

ing their treasures back to
their cars.

The Suffield Garden
Club, organized in 1934, is
a non-profit organization
dedicated to the beautifi-
cation of Suffield. Proceeds
from this event support
civic beautification, high
school scholarships, town
conservation, horticulture
education, and garden ther-
apy programs.

May Market

Saturday, May 16, rain
or shine.

9am. -3 p.m.

Phelps-Hatheway House
Barn and Grounds

55 S. Main Street
Suffield, Conn. 3

at Suffield by the River.
They have been resi-
dents there for the past
four years and love living
in Suffield.
They have four children

Banker Suffield office.
Many family members
belong to Sacred Heart par-
ish and are active in the lo-
cal community.
Congratulations! 38

YR

Photo provled by Kathleen Horrlgan
Visitors to the annual May Market enjoy a fun, beautiful outdoor shopping experience.

Photo provided by Kathy Banak

FREE INITIAL EXAM
NO REFERRAL REQUIRED

Ron and Mary Banak, then and now.

It’s tlmeto schedule an A/C tune-upI

DRS.AARON DEMAIO & SEAN WILLCUTTS
Wheve Youwr Kid¢ Are Treated ke Ovrgl

Propane e Qil » Fireplaces ¢ Heating ® Hot Water
HVAC e Pool Heaters ® Generators ¢ Service Plans
24-Hour Emergency Service

OIL » HVAC — 860-653-7241

STATE LINE

e e = PROPANE — 860-653-8076 NORTHAMPTON SOUTH HADLEY WEST SPRINGFIELD [=] Y=
SALES -+ SERVICE * INSTALLATIONS GREENF'ELD SPRINGFIELD CHECOPEE _-#;-*_ .
StateLinePropane0il.com 500+514 Salmon Brook St. AMHERST ENFIELD T

Granby, CT

(413) 586-0555 413) 783-11M1 @13) 733-2477

Lic. $1: 303179 ¢ P1: 204150 @ HOD: 737 » 478




Page 34 The Suffield Observer May 2026
I k N I t h Say you saw it in
O O O U r e r the Observer
. Rentals
“Look No Further” is an Electrical Contractors .
Observer feature to SpOt— C & G Electric ......... 9 T |_| I:i n k W hﬂ' E Killiam Inc............... 27
light our advertisers. Read- J.TN. Electrical ....... 16 | o
ers will be able to quickly Thank Youl Veterinarian
and easily find the services Event Paws Calls.......... 23
they need. May Market .......... 33 Suffield Veterinary
Hospital. . ............. 27
Accountants Farm
Begley & Associates.... 11 Hastings ............. 13 Visionary Marketing
_ ' o . Reiki. ..o 14
Antzqufes (Buying) Financial Services A BIG THANK YOU to our many advertisers who have Journey Dancing. . ... ... 18
Always Antiques ... .. 13 Edward Jones generously supported The Suffield Observer Find Your Center. . ...... 25
Auto Sal (Beyer).............. 2 Meet Me at the Barre. . . .. 26
uto Sales . :
Bradley Automotive . . .. 8 Funeral Homes . }Ifztche;:l aqtd Floors Power Equipment lg/iajzectig;lg ............... ;11
Doane’s Accent Auto... 22 Heritage............... 7 Kitchenand Floors ... 15 D &F Power.......... 24 BOGACIOUS. .. oo oo
Nicholson & C .. 28
s (ROTOR & Tatmon Landscaping Contractors Real Estate Agents Water Ultility
R OnE e 8.36 Clrre D . . Artoli Realty ‘ AquaPump.............. 24
Atlas Overhegad .......... 20 Bills Landscaplr}g """ 30,35 (Kuzontkoski)......... 30
Barber Grant Landscaping. .. ... U At Oalk
Pilgrim Barber Shop . . ...2 Grant Funding i (Agents)............. 29 )
Suffield Community awyers Chestnut Oak Online
Churches Fund................ 22 Murphy, Landati, Kiel ((©76) 11 9 Ad . .
First Church and Alfano. ............ 5 Coldwell Banker verlising
of Christ ........... 10 Hauling Michele A. Nath........ 12 (Banak)............... 7 By Kathy Werth
Good Shepherd Scott’s Hauling........ 12 Timothy A. Daley....... 14 Coldwell Banker The Observer offers on-
Lutheran ............ 11 . Spellman & Kelly............ 13 (DAngelo)............. 31 line advertising. Unlike
S d Baptist 11 Healin
V\e[cotns ﬂiali dls ........ Blue Heron 4 9 Medical Sp Coldwell Banker the print edition, where
estSufield @ DBlueHeron............ edica a . .
. . (King)................. 24 ads appear beneath arti-
Congregational . . . .. 11 Pathto Progress....... 18  Cara Medical Spa .. ... 23 Dowd cles on specific pages, ads
Cleaning/ Health Monuments Realty Group. SESTERREE 17 in the digital ed'ltlon ap-
Gardening Integrated D'’Agata Granite . . . .. .. 10 Suffield Economic pear beneath articles .that
FM Cleaning Service. . . 21 Rehabilitation. . ... ... 4 Development. ......... 4 our ‘readers are actively
Garden Solutions. ... ... 2 Optical Optometrists viewing.
Home Care CT Vision. . ........... 24 Restaruants For advertisers with an
Day Care Chrisels.............. 30 Suffield Pizza............ 19 online presence, we can
Conway’s Paving Zantos. ................ 3 include a link to it so read-
Kiddie Kollege . ....... 19 _ lce Cream Shoppe Asphalt by Ayotte. ... 22 ers can access more infor-
Wilma’s Scoop dujour.. 10 Spazzarini.......... 10,23 Schools mation by simply clicking
Dentists ) ) Suffield Academy........ 21 onanad.
A.G.N. Dental Assoc. .. 21 Insurance Plumbing/Heating/AC To upgrade to online
Suffield Village Dental. . .20 PA. Bland & Associates 18 Broco) Plumblr}g """" 31 Tree Services advertising, contact Ann
Treehouse B%wenkAg;ngg McNeil . 6 %ém T's Plumbing. ... zg Mountain Tree 25 Kannen by email at ads@
Orthodontics . ....... 33 rooks, lodd, iMciNeil . U ) . R
1c8 Simne Taeimmes . 25 State Line Propane. . . .. 33 Slk?S Tree Serv.lce ........ 26 thesuffieldobserver.com or
e 30 Sotil Tree Service. ... ... 10 by phone at 860-668-7442.

Say You Saw It
in the Observer!

Changing lives one

dance at a time!

TUES-THURS 7:00PM-8:30PM
SATURDAYS 11:30AM-12:30PM

6 INDUSTRIAL RD, WINDSOR LOCKS CT, 06096
Phone: 860-758-5022

ADMISSION $15 ONLINE - $20 AT DOOR

THE
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COLLECTIVE.®

Let’s Save Gorillas!

By Gayle Demko

Suffield Rotary has collect-
ed 160 Ibs. of recycled electron-
ics and through Eco-Cell Recy-
cling has supported GRACE-
Gorillas.org, an organization
working in the Congo to rescue
gorillas and provide a habitat
for their sanctuary.

Why Recycle Your Elec-
tronics? Electronics linked to
gorilla habitat destruction in-
clude Coltan-mined devic-
es. Recycling reduces mining,
prevents landfill toxins, and
recovers valuable materials.
Items that can be recycled: Cell
Phones/Smartphones, iPads/
Tablets, iPods/mp3 Players,
GPS, Smartwatches, Airpods/
Earbuds, VR Headsets and
Digital Cameras and cables.

The Problem. With more
than six billion cell phones
worldwide and less than 20%
recycled, electronics contrib-
ute to habitat loss for gorillas
through Coltan mining. Amer-
icans typically replace phones
every two years.

Who Benefits from your
donation? GRACE, operating
in eastern Democratic Repub-
lic of the Congo, works with
communities to protect over
500,000 acres of habitat for
people and gorillas. GRACE
provides the only sanctuary for
rescued Grauer’s gorillas, fo-
cusing on rewilding and sup-
porting this endangered species
within a biodiversity hotspot.
The results of recycling will:
Fund gorilla conservation, re-
duce resource mining in goril-
la habitats, prevent toxic waste
and reclaim precious metals.

Electronic drop off boxes
are located at: M&T Bank, Suff-
ield Town Hall, Suffield Senior
Center, Kent Memorial Library,
and Suffield High School Of-
fice. Thank you for supporting
this worthwhile project. 3
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Kids Enjoy the Great Outdoors!

[ READY T0 JOIN
8 SUFFIELD'S BP?

ot i S T
Photo provided by the author

Suffield Balance

By Anna-Kristin
Daub-Murphy,
Suffield Balance Project

Beyond the Sidelines: How
Free Play Builds Resilient Kids

We all want the best for our
kids, often filling their sched-
ules with sports, tutors and
enrichment to ensure they
succeed. But research sug-
gests the most vital "skill" for
a child’s future isn't learned in
a classroom or on a coached
field—it’s developed through
unstructured independence.

When we step back, we ar-
en't doing less; we are giving
our children the space to build
resilience, social savvy and
mental clarity.

The Triple Threat of
Independent Play

o Mental Health: According
to the Let Grow movement,
independent activity is the
primary way children devel-
op an "internal locus of con-
trol"—the belief that they can
handle life’s challenges. This is
a proven buffer against the ris-
ing rates of childhood anxiety
(Gray et al., 2023).
« Social Intelligence: Without
an adult "referee," kids must
negotiate their own rules, re-
solve conflicts and practice
empathy. These "soft skills" are

the foundation of leadership
and healthy relationships.
o Physical Vitality: Natural,
child-led movement—climb-
ing, biking or tag—builds spa-
tial awareness and gross mo-
tor skills in a way that rigid,
organized sports often cannot.
Reclaiming Balance
with "Play Club"

We know modern life is
busy. Thats why we advo-
cate for Play Clubs: designat-
ed times (often before or af-
ter school) for unstructured,
multi-age free play. In a Play
Club, there are no screens and
no coaches—just kids being
kids. It serves as a vital "pres-
sure valve" for children living
in an achievement-heavy cul-
ture. Younger kids learn from
the older ones, and older kids
gain responsibility, all while
building resilience, confi-
dence, and social skills.

In partnership with Suit-
ield Parks & Recreation, we
invite your child (grades K -
5) to join us for a FREE “Intro
to Play Club” hour of play on
May 12, from 3:30 - 4:30 p.m.

Hilltop Farm Store & Creamery
Celebrates Sweet Return

By Jason Simienskowski

A local favorite has re-
opened for the season with
new flavors, live music, and
community events.

Spring is about to get a
whole lot sweeter. Hilltop Farm
Store & Creamery has opened
its doors for its highly antici-
pated fifth season, welcoming
back loyal customers and invit-
ing new visitors to experience
one of the area’s most charm-
ing seasonal destinations.

Beginning opening day, the
creamery will operate Tuesday
through Sunday from 12 p.m.
to 8:30 p.m., offering the per-
fect afternoon treat or evening
dessert stop as warmer weath-
er settles in.

This season promises a
fresh lineup of indulgent cre-
ations alongside beloved clas-
sics. Guests can look forward
to imaginative new staff-craft-
ed sundaes and floats, as well
as exciting ice cream flavors
like Espresso Caramel Brown-
ie and Caramel Cookie Swirl.
True to tradition, Hilltop will
continue rotating flavors fre-
quently, ensuring there’s al-
ways something new to discov-
er—whether you're a first-time
visitor or a seasoned regular.

Fan-favorite events are also
making a return. The pop-
ular “Sundaes, Sunsets and

Hilltop Farm

Live Music” series will kick
off in June, offering the per-
fect pairing of local talent, sce-
nic views, and frozen desserts.
Guests are encouraged to fol-
low the creamery on Facebook
for upcoming performance
dates and featured musicians.

Car enthusiasts will want
to mark their calendars for
the annual Hilltop Farm Car
Show, scheduled for June 28
from 10 am. to 2 p.m. Reg-
istration opens at 9 a.m., and
all makes and models are wel-
come. While participation
is free, donations to support
Hilltop Farm are warmly ap-
preciated, reinforcing the
shops deep commitment to
preserving the farm for com-
munity to enjoy.

Hilltop Farm Store and

Creamery also continues its
valued partnerships with Hast-
ings Farm, Cupola Hollow and
Vincent Farms, bringing a cu-
rated selection of fresh, locally
sourced farm products direct-
ly to customers.

Perhaps most exciting for
returning guests, the friendly
team that has become a hall-
mark of the Hilltop experience
will be back in full force—
ready to serve up smiles along
with every scoop.

As the countdown to open-
ing day begins, one thing is cer-
tain: whether you're coming for
the ice cream, the atmosphere,
or the community spirit, Hill-
top Farm Store & Creamery is
ready to make its fifth season
the sweetest one yet.

We hope to see you there! 38

e Rough Cut Lumber
e Dimensional Lumber
e Live Edge Lumber
e Custom Beams
Or whatever you have
in mind

Custom illwork now available!!

Have a SPECIAL TREE that needs to be removed but you want the wood
milled into something special. Have Bill's Landscaping, LLC Tree Divison,
Harvest the timber and our Mill Division will cut it to your specifications!

Cedar
Black Walnut

an Plus many more!

i 860-749-0448 1o rree 1-855-477-2325

or visit our website to request a quote: www.billslundscuping.com

Certified ICPA, NCMA

CT HIC Lic. #607845 - #B-2132

at Bruce Park. More info and
registration through Parks &
Rec.:  suffieldct.myrec.com.
Registered Spaulding students
can be dismissed directly to
Play Club. When you join
the Suffield Balance Project,
you will also see more details
on our informal Sunday Play
Club opportunities.

Our Mission at
The Balance Project

At The Balance Project,
we aren't here to judge the
"over-scheduled” family—we
are here to support each other.
Our mission in Suffield is to
help each other find a health-
ier equilibrium  between
high-quality ~ opportunities

A CoNCERT TO' BENEFT

= Enfield Safe Harbor

i

> for the homeless

Satinwood Trio -

Rainy Day People |f

JUNE 19 FRIDAY \

7:30 PM

+ \NSIDE THE GREAT WHITE BARN 4

and the high-quality "noth-
ing" time kids need to thrive.

By embracing "Let Grow"
principles, we're helping our
community raise children
who aren't just accomplished,
but confident, capable, and
truly independent.

Interested in joining the
Suffield Balance Project? 38

1616 WAPLETON AVENUE SUFFIELD, CONNECTICUT oso7s.~ SATINWOOD.NET
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A Fond Farewell

By Jay Presser, former Chair of The Suftield Observer

If all goes as planned, which sometimes happens, by the time you
read this The Suffield Observer will have a new chairperson. After near-
ly a decade in the position, and approaching my 75th birthday, I decid-
ed it is time for me to leave the post, and at a scheduled meeting in early
May the Board will have elected a new chair. I did not want to disap-
pear without reviewing some of the best and worst times of my tenure
and thanking those who really do the work.

Like all chairs, my primary duty was to honor our mission state-
ment, which in my opinion, was always like walking a tightrope to fulfill
two distinct, and at least somewhat contradictory, goals. The original
official mission, which reflected the reasons why Sam Fuller and friends
created the paper during what was a somewhat contentious period for
the town, was “to build a sense of community throughout the town of
Suffield.” A second goal, added subsequently, was “to provide a forum
where all sides of issues may be addressed.” I have always believed that
these dual goals are somewhat contradictory, since presenting specific
and different views on controversial issues, appropriate as that goal is,
risks weakening rather than strengthening a sense of community. So,
the chair, like the wonderful editorial staff, constantly must try to bal-
ance the two. That is the reason, for example, that submissions must
be civil, and focused on issues rather than attacking individuals. That
balancing act is also the basis for some policy changes, such as changing
submission deadlines so, when appropriate, the “other side” has an op-
portunity to respond in the same issue.

Due to forces beyond our control, I also had to address some unique
challenges. Very soon after I started my tenure we learned only a few
weeks before publication date and without notice, that our long-time
printing company was immediately ceasing work on newspapers like
ours. With the help of our business manager, we were able to find a re-
placement printer and the issue appeared in mailboxes as scheduled.

Another unique challenge was the one no one wants to remember, the
Covid shutdown. Barred from our office, thanks to the extraordinary
efforts of our Editor in Chief and webmasters, we continued to publish
online, providing important information for our community and often
free advertisements to our struggling local companies. Throughout my
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tenure we have continued to expand our internet presence. Thanks to
the abilities and efforts of our webmasters the paper is available free
online for students at college, relocated retirees and others no longer in
town.

The happiest unique moment occurred in April 2025, when Observ-
er volunteers, and some long-term advertisers, past and present and
guests gathered to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the paper. It is hard
to articulate just how rare it is for a free community newspaper to have
survived for a quarter of a century, and many present, including this
writer, were proud of the accomplishment. But more importantly, it was
a reminder of the truly wonderful volunteers that made it all possible.
These include reporters and columnists, the advertising staff, word pro-
cessors, the InDesign Team, the production team, photographers and
proofreaders. Working with so many wonderful volunteers, whose con-
tributions to getting the paper out ten times a year is humbling and far
outweigh any aggravation arising from the challenges.

Lastly, I note that we are living in changing times, where disagree-
ments easily fall into verbal crusades, reflecting an unwillingness to
see and respect the other viewpoint. We at the paper are aware that in
some circles there is a perception that a particular viewpoint is determi-
native of what gets published. That has never been the case, and there
have been many times when our Editor-in-Chief has solicited (some-
times successfully and sometimes not) viewpoints that differ from that
already submitted, even if the “contrary” article would favor a position
different than her own viewpoint.

We ave strived to combat the perception, and any valid criticism,
with policy changes and recruiting a new Board of Directors with more
viewpoint diversity. And during our last election cycle we received crit-
icism of “bias” from both pollical parties. When I saw that I smiled,
telling myself that my job here at the paper is done.

In closing, I encourage all of you to get involved, either volunteering
at the paper (you do not need to be a good writer), submitting material
for consideration and, at a minimum, being civil and open to views that
may be different than your own.

Thank you all.

Mutuals
Matter

When you choose a mutual
bank, you get something even
more valuable in return. Mutual
banks reinvest their profits into
{ their customers, their employees,
and their communities.

When you see the Mutuals
Matter logo, you know your
money’s making a difference.

VI Windsor

FEDERAL BANK

Member

FDIC EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER




