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The Heart of a School: Building a Community
of Readers at Sufﬁeld Mlddle School

By Kenneth M. Smith,
SMS Principal

During Suffield Middle
School’s recent Open House,
one parent stepped into the
school library while follow-
ing his sixth-grade student’s
schedule and stopped to take
in the space. Surrounded by
colorful book displays, stu-
dent work and areas designed
for students to read, learn
and gather, his reaction was
immediate.

“Wow...what an incredible
library,” the parent said. “My
library was nothing like this
when I was growing up. It’s so
inviting”

Creating that type of wel-
coming and engaging envi-
ronment has been a central
focus for Tori Barrette, now
in her second year as the
school librarian at Suffield
Middle School. Her goal is
to make the library the heart
of the school -- a place where
students come not only to
find books and learn, but also
to explore, create, connect
and feel that they belong.

Barrette joined the mid-
dle school at the start of the
2025-2026 school year after
spending four years working
alongside another school li-
brarian at Middletown High
School and two-and-a-half
years as a children’s librari-
an at the Southington Pub-
lic Library. That combination
of school and public library
experience has helped shape
her vision for a middle school
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Suffield Middle School librarian Tori Barnette with a dispay celebrating the district event with author,

Kwame Alexander.

library that extends well be-
yond maintaining shelves
and checking out books.

As part of her role at the
middle school, Barrette teach-
es Digital Literacy, a sixth-
grade Unified Arts course de-
signed to help students learn
how to navigate research,
evaluate online resources and
think critically about the in-
formation they encounter.

“The goal is to help stu-
dents better understand what
is a reliable source, what’s
helpful and what is not help-
ful to them,” Barrette said.

Barrette said students are
often surprised to discover
how much of the informa-
tion they encounter online
and through social media is
designed to advertise or in-
fluence rather than simply
inform.

“Itry to get them to think,
‘Why does the website want
me to go there?” Barrette
said.

That work is expanding
beyond the dedicated sixth-
grade course. This year, Bar-
rette is collaborating with
Social Studies teachers on
the use and evaluation of
primary sources, particular-
ly in eighth-grade American
History, while also work-
ing with English teachers to
connect independent read-
ing opportunities to themes
students encounter through
the school's new Amplify
ELA curricular program. As
a member of the district’s Al
Comnmittee, she is also work-
ing with colleagues to con-
sider how students can even-
tually be taught to use artifi-
cial intelligence appropriately

Suffield Police Department -

By Chief James Canon Jr.

In light of recent events
throughout ~ Connecticut,
and the country, regarding
the use of Flock Automated
License Plate Reader (ALPR)
cameras, [ thought it best
that the Suffield Police De-
partment provide informa-
tion on the technology and
what we have here in town.
First, Flock cameras are de-
signed to be stationary and
placed at various locations
in a town or city. The camera
will read each license plate
that crosses in its path and

subsequently check it with
the National Crime Informa-
tion Center (NCIC) database
to determine if the vehicle
or registered owner may be
wanted in connection with
criminal activity, as well as
be a missing person or in-
volved in an Amber Alert,
or if it is stolen. In speaking
with the public, their prima-
ry concerns have typically
been the feeling of an inva-
sion of privacy (police state/
big brother), misuse of the
system, who has access to the
data captured by the cameras

and where that information
is stored. As a result of those
concerns, many towns have
pulled Flock cameras from
use until some of those ques-
tions can be answered. The
Town of Suffield does NOT
use Flock cameras. Suffield
PD did ask for funding for
Flock cameras back in FY
23 and FY 24 through the
budget process, however the
funds were never approved.
In 2020 Connecticut
passed the Police Account-
ability Bill, which required
that each Police Depart-

and ethically; as a tool to sup-
port their thinking and learn-
ing rather than replace it.

Even as the role of the li-
brary expands to address an
increasingly digital world,
Barrette has remained equal-
ly focused on something de-
cidedly less digital: getting
books into students” hands.

During the 2024-2025
school year, students checked
out 1,393 books from the
SMS Library. In Barrette’s
first year at the school, that
number increased to 3,119 --
a 123 percent increase in cir-
culation.

Some of that growth has
come through finding cre-
ative ways to make selecting
a book an experience. Last
February, Barrette personal-
ly wrapped books in brown
paper bags for a “Blind Date

ment have body worn and
dash-mounted cameras. Ad-
ditionally, the Department
is required to maintain a
policy outlining the use of
the cameras and access to
the information. As a re-
sult of those requirements,
Suffield Police entered into
an agreement with Axon, a
law enforcement vendor for
training, tasers and body
and dash- mounted cameras.
Our contract was renewed
late in 2024, which provid-
ed for new cameras in Jan-
uary 2025. The new dash-

with a Book” event. Students
could see a brief descrip-
tion but not the title or cov-
er before deciding whether
to check out their mystery
selection. Approximately 200
books circulated through
the activity during February
alone. The following month,
n “I'm Feeling Lucky” event
offered students a similar
surprise with a St. PatricK’s
Day theme.

“Its like a surprise --
something unexpected,” Bar-
rette said. It added a level of
fun to picking out books.”

Barrette has also rein-
stated book fairs at the mid-
dle school, scheduling one
around the school’s winter
concerts and another in the
spring to coincide with the
launch of summer reading.

“I wanted to find ways
to get more families in the
building,” Barrette said. “Ty-
ing the fairs to other school
events made them so much
more successful”

Creating connections
throughout the school has
extended into the hallways
leading to the library as
well. Throughout the year,
Barrette develops displays
recognizing celebrations
such as Hispanic Heritage
Month, Native American
Heritage Month, Black His-
tory Month, and Women’s
History Month Correspond-
ing book displays inside the
librarv encourage students

Continued on Page 4

ALPR Technology

mounted camera has ALPR

technology, meaning that as
an Officer drives their patrol
vehicle through Town, the
camera is reading all of the
Continued on Page 12
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Editorial

Let’s Reduce Our Waste

According to the Connecticut Department of Energy
and Environmental Protection (DEEP), the average Suff-
ield resident produces 765 pounds of household waste an-
nually, compared with the state average of 749 pounds.

Moreover, towns like Mansfield and Stonington have re-
duced their annual residential waste to 500 and 390 pounds
per person, respectively. More on them later.

Connecticut is in a solid waste crisis. The state operates
four polluting trash-to-energy plants that can’t handle all
our waste. The DEEP says we truck about 40 percent of it to
landfills in other states. That’s expensive and polluting, not
a long-term solution.

Suffield can do more to help alleviate the crisis.

Take food scraps. The DEEP says it’s the largest single
component of Connecticut’s waste stream, comprising
about 22 percent. Suffield has two dumpsters for voluntary
food waste disposal. One is behind town hall, and the oth-
er is at the Ebbs Corner fire station. Currently, we collect
about 2,100 Ibs. monthly from both combined.

But scientists estimate that a town of 5,300 households
like Suffield generates at least 67,000 pounds of food scraps
monthly.

If youre not composting at home, the town provides
free biodegradable food scrap collection bags at the library
circulation desk and outside the First Selectman’s office.
Countertop food scrap collection bins cost $5 through El-
lie Binns in the Planning and Zoning Department at town
hall.

Our food scraps go to anaerobic digesters on New En-
gland farms, where they’re combined with cow manure to
produce methane, which is captured to generate electrici-
ty. Conversely, food scraps trucked to landfills decompose
and spew methane, a potent greenhouse gas, into the at-
mosphere.

Using a garbage disposal connected to a sewer is not
eco-friendly. Your food waste travels to Suffield’s wastewa-
ter plant, where the solids are processed with other solids
into sludge. Once dried, it’s trucked to Hartford for incin-
eration. The remaining toxic ash is dumped into regulated,
lined landfills to protect against leaching.

P.A. Bland & Associates

Family Owned Insurance Agency Since 1990
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Diligent recycling also helps reduce waste. If you're un-
certain what is recyclable, Sustainable Suffield offers a free
recycling guide. See Ellie Binns in the Planning and Zoning
Department for a copy or check the USA Waste & Recycling
“Can I Recycle It” page at usarecycle.com/learning-center.

Finally, towns like Mansfield and Stonington have cut
their waste by implementing Pay-As-You-Throw (PAYT)
programs. Residents don’t pay a flat annual rate for trash
disposal as we do through our property taxes. They pay
based on the amount of waste they generate, just as you and
I pay for the electricity we use. Communities like Suffield
that have curbside trash pickup replace the 95-gallon carts
we now use with smaller ones, such as 35-gallon carts. Res-
idents who need larger carts pay an annual premium. Their
incentive is to increase recycling and food-scrap collection
to lower their trash costs or they compost.

Many variables would need to be considered if Suffield
were to convert to PAY'T.

Meanwhile, please boost your recycling and consider
more eco-friendly food scrap disposal if youre not com-
posting.

Tony Peterson
Editor of the Month

The East Coast Offroad Jeepers Of Connecticut
and
West Suffield Auto and Tyres
along with
Suffield Police, Fire, and Ambulance
proudly present:

THE ANNUAL JEEP TRUNIKK OR TREAT
SATURDAY ©CTOBER 24TH
3TO 5 PM

RAIN DATE SUNDAY OCTOBER 25TH

West Suffield Auto and Tyres
1379 Mountain Rd
West Suffield, CT 06093

All decorated Jeeps are welcome to participate.
All children are welcome to come and Trunk or Treat.

WELCOME HOME
AND
THANKYOU FOR YOUR SERVICE
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CPL. NOLAN P. MOORE

With “Honor, Courage and Commitment”, you made a personal
sacrifice, dedicating time to serving your country which did not go
unrecognized during your 4-year commitment. We are so proud of
you and thank you for protecting the freedoms of our country we so
often take for granted!

With all our love,

Mom, Dad and Kyle

*

Letter to
the Editor

Write to
Inbox@TheSuffieldObserver.
com

Community
Comes Together
Dear Editor,

The 13th Annual Bald Ea-
gle Golf Tournament was once
again a tremendous success,
bringing  golfers, sponsors,
friends and supporters togeth-
er for a great day on the course
while raising important funds
for The Friends of the Farm at
Hilltop, a local nonprofit ded-
icated to preserving and sup-
porting Hilltop Farm and its
community programs.

We would like to extend a
sincere thank you to everyone
who participated, sponsored,
volunteered and helped make
this year’s tournament possible.
A special thank you goes to all
of our sponsors: Dirats Labo-
ratories, Tartsinis LLC, Wind-
sor Federal Bank, Markowski
Dental, Hilltop Farm Store and
Creamery, Howie and Ann Orr,
Robert and Roberta Perry, Bill
and Eileen Moncrief, The Banak
Team, CT Valley Development,
The Froning Family, Roger Ives
and Christine and Paul David-
son for their generous support.
Your contributions directly
benefit Hilltop Farm and help
us continue our mission for
years to come.

We would also like to thank
the local businesses that gener-
ously donated raffle prizes: Suff-
ield Cordial Shoppe, Suffield
Village Market, Cafe Barista,
Toscas, Spare Time Entertain-
ment, Shag Bark Hickory Farm,
Tavern 1927 and Suffield Coun-
try Club. Your generosity helped
make the day even more enjoy-
able for our participants and is a
wonderful example of the con-
tinued support from local busi-
nesses and organizations that
makes this event such a special
part of our community.

We are incredibly grateful
for the community’s continued
support and look forward to
seeing everyone again at next
year’s tournament!

Crystal Siemienkowscki
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TOWN GOVERNMENT

October

Commission Meetings

Please check the Town of Suffield website
for time, location or schedule changes.

Conservation Comm.
Tues., Oct. 13 &
Tues., Oct. 27
7 p.m., Town Hall

Economic Dev. Comm.
Thur., Oct. 15
8:30 a.m., Town Hall

Education, Board of
Mon., Oct. 5 & 19
6:30 p.m.

SHS

Finance, Board of
Tue., Oct. 13
7 p-m., Town Hall

Fire Commission
Tues,, Oct. 13
6:30 p.m.
Location change: SPD

HBS Tree Fund Comm.
Thur., Oct. 15
3 p.m., SVAA

Historic District Comm.

Mon., Oct. 5
7:30 p.m.
Location change: SPD

KML Commission
Tues., Oct. 13
7 p.am.,
Town Hall

Parks & Rec. Comm.
Wed., Oct. 14
7 p.m., Town Hall

Perm. Bldg. Comm.
Thu., Oct. 15
6 p.m., Town Hall

P&Z Commission
Mon., Oct. 19
7 p.m.
Location changed to
SMS Auditorium

Police Commission
Wed., Oct. 28
6 p.m., SPD

Selectmen, Board of
Wed., Oct. 7 & Oct. 21
7 p-m., Town Hall

Sustainable Suffield
Thu., Oct. 15
7:30 p.m., Zoom only

WPCA
Tues., Oct. 13
7 p.m.
844 East St. South

Zoning Board of Appeals
Tue., Oct. 27
7 p.m.
Town Hall

= 860 668-2421 . =

%antasof

Suffield

First Selectman’s Update

understand the laws regarding
e-bikes. Please take some time
to check out this resource. Vio-
lations of these laws can result
in tickets, which include fines,
and the towing/removal of the
e-bike if necessary.

Our police department often
fields questions regarding elec-
tric bikes and what the rules are
regarding owning and riding
these in town. They have modi-
fied the chart below for Suffield
parents and citizens to better

Colin Moll

SUFFIELD POLICE DEPARTMENT

CONNECTICUT E-BIKE LAW GUIDE

L Motor Powered ? J

U 4 4

750 Watts or Less
750 Watts

L More than

| Maxseeed? | i

20 MPH or Less

4 g

3700 Watts

g4

s |l el vl )

16 Years or Older

Age Restriction I

License

Not Required Required

ent

—
R |
Registration Not Required
——
—_———w
Helmet Required (All Ages) Required Under 21 Years Old
Not Required
Class 1 55i5t)
I

N
Restrictions \ ¢

CONNECTICUT GENERAL STATUTES 14-286, 14-288 AND 14-289

Eye Protection Required

Mo Sidewalks

ar Trails

BEGLEY & ASSOCIATES, LLC

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

TAX PREPARATION
RETIREMENT PLANNERS

Small Businesses

Individuals Corporations

33 OLIVER ROAD, ENFIELD, CT 06082
(860) 745-8404 www.begleycpas.com

Our Experience. Your Advantage.

SPELLMAN, KELLY & FANOUS LLC

Attorneys At Law

www.spellmankellyfanouslaw.com

David Kelly
david@spellmankellyfanous.com
Mobile: 860 543 9247

Beth Fanous
beth@spellmankellyfanous.com

Victoria Spellman Mobile: 917 805 5780

Retired » Estate and Tax Planning; Wills and Trusts
+ Criminal Defense, DUI - Probate
* Mediation/Divorce 133 Mountain Road « Commercial transactions, purchases/sales,
» Family Law Suffield, CT 06078 start-ups

« Crime victim advocacy Phone: 860 668 6476 « Also admitted in MA and NY
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Continued from page 1

to explore the people, cul-
tures, and history represent-
ed, while monthly resources
shared with staff provide op-
portunities to extend those
topics into classrooms across
disciplines.

“I want to make sure that
everyone in the school com-
munity feels celebrated and
seen,” Barrette said.

That vision will contin-
ue to expand this year. Be-
ginning this fall, student
access to the library during
the school's 30-minute
FLEX block will become
more structured, with each
day offering a different op-
portunity -- from indepen-
dent reading and book pre-
views to puzzles, crafts, and
hands-on creation. The li-
brary’s new “Maker Mon-
day” will also receive a sig-
nificant boost through a re-
cently awarded $6,000 grant
from the Suffield Founda-
tion for Excellent Schools,
which will provide tools,
technology and supplies to
help establish a makerspace
within the library.

She hopes students in-
creasingly see it as a welcom-
ing and engaging space they
choose to visit -- to read, ex-
plore, create, and connect
with others.

That effort to build a com-
munity of readers and learn-
ers at SMS is also extending
beyond the walls of the mid-

and summer, librarians from
Suffield’s four public schools
partnered with Kent Memo-
rial Library to launch Suffield
Reads!, a community-wide
initiative designed to bring
students, families, and resi-
dents together around read-
ing. McAlister Intermediate
School librarian, Joy Tierney,
helped spearhead the project,
which this year has centered
on the work of bestselling au-
thor Kwame Alexander.

Alexander, whose more
than 45 books span picture
books, poetry, graphic nov-
els, fiction, and nonfiction,
was selected in part because
his work offers an entry point
for readers across a wide
range of ages. Since May,
Kent Memorial Library has
hosted book groups around
Alexander’s work, while the
school libraries have intro-
duced his books to students
through displays, book talks,
and related reading, writing,
and art activities.

The months-long ini-
tiative will culminate on
Thursday, October 1, when
Alexander visits Suffield
for a free community event
in the Suffield High School
auditorium. The evening
will feature student art and
writing from across the dis-
trict and a presentation by
Alexander focused on writ-
ing and the creative process,
followed by a book signing.
The event was made possi-

dation for Excellent Schools,
The Suffield Library Foun-
dation, The Friends of the
Library, and the Meghan
Voisine Kindness Matters
Foundation. Organizers
hope the collaboration can
continue to grow, eventual-
ly including local business-
es and creating additional
community literacy experi-
ences throughout the year.

That larger partnership re-
flects much of the same work
taking place inside the Suff-
ield Middle School library:
creating opportunities for stu-
dents to connect with books,
ideas, and one another.

For Barrette, all of these
efforts come back to the vi-
sion she has had for the li-
brary since arriving at the
middle school.

“I want the library to
be the heart of the school,”
Barrette said, “a place
where there is something
for everyone.” 38

WORKS - SEASONAL
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Public Works Maintenance Crew Member
Summer grounds maintenance duties

include mowing, landscaping, athletic field
and playground maintenance, pothole patching, and general
maintenance. $20.00/hour for full-time seasonal work, with
flexible part-time opportunities available.

Snow Plow Contractor

The Town is also seeking experienced Snow Plow Operators for
the 2026-2027 winter season. This is a seasonal, part-time, on-call
position requiring availability November 2026 through April 2027,
including nights, weekends, and holidays. $35.00/hour. Applicants
must have a valid driver’s license, clean driving record, and at least
one year of snow plowing experience operating a %-ton pickup or

equivalent with plow and sander.
YOUTH SERVICES

Youth Services Program Assistant

Temporary, part-time position supporting youth programs

and activities. Duties include assisting with youth supervision,
program implementation, preparation of materials, and
maintaining a safe and welcoming environment.

Hours: 5 hours/week, including one required shift from 2:00-5:00
p-m., plus an additional 2 hours based on program needs.

Pay: $16.94/hour. Grant-funded; no benefits.

Applications and full job descriptions:
www.suffieldct.gov/departments/hr

Submit applications and resumes to koriola@suffieldct.gov

or Town of Suffield, Human Resources Dept., 83 Mountain

Road, Suffield, CT 06078.

FOFAH Open House

By Eileen Moncreif

The Friends of the Farm
at Hilltop (FOFAH) are ex-
cited to invite you to an
Open House on Sunday,
October 4, from 11 a.m. to 3
p.m.! Were celebrating two
special occasions: George
Hendee’s 160th birthday
(October 2, 1866) and the
125th anniversary of his In-
dian Motorcycle.

Join us as you tour the

Farm and walk inside the

100+ year-old dairy barn at Qe; OF T%

1616 Mapleton Ave. We'll 1:'3" )

be offering tours of the EE g__lg
T

barn and gardens, along ooy L

with a birthday cake and ice Ppr i&

cream. Hopefully, the riders
of some vintage motorcycles

Suffield

DISC VER Family a

Craig Tini, D.D.S.

860 668-4431

nd Cosmetic Dentistry
Preventive - Periodontics - Veneers - Crowns & Bridges - Whitening - Bonding - Implants
Evening and Saturday Appointments Available
215 Suffield Village, Suffield, CT 06078 * www.suffieldvillagedental.com

-

will join us.

We're looking forward to
welcoming you, as we are
proud to share the resto-
ration of this beautiful out-
door space. Hilltop Farm

is a landmark where you
can enjoy the views, walk
around a historic farm and
relax within this pasto-
ral gem. See you at Hilltop
Farm. 38

\‘g‘..-—-"""’ =

)‘“ 449 Mapleton Avenue

OUR PROGRAMS

The School for
’ Tiny People

¥ 668-6394

Kristen Conway, Director

Suffield, CT

A TODDLER TIME
A PRESCHOOL
A KINDERGARTEN
A BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL
A SUMMER CAMP

Prime Retail & Office Space Available
In Suffield Center

Suffield Economic Development Commission 860-668-3848
www.suffieldct.gov/departments/pz/edc

BETTER, FASTER,
STRONGER an before!

+ 12 Convenient Locations Serving CT for over 25 Years

« Over 55 Specialized Physical Therapists & Certified Athletic Trainers

« Cutting-Edge Treatment Methods

+ Actively Involved in the Suffield Community

+ Committed to Quality, Compassionate Care & Clinical Expertise

@ INTEGRATED 25

REHABILITATION SERVICES

Learn more at INntegRehab.com
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Captain’s
Corner

Lithium - Ion Batteries :
Use and Charging
By Suffield Fire Department
Captain Ron Carlson

“Charge into Fire Safety,
Safe Charging is a SUPER-
POWER” is the 2026 Na-
tional Fire Protection As-
sociation FIRE PREVEN-
TION WEEK (October
4-10) theme. Lithium-ion
batteries store a lot of en-
ergy in a small space. These
batteries can overheat, start
a fire, or explode if over-
charged or damaged. Safe
charging means making
smart choices every time
you plug in.

Consider the Following:

« Use the cord and char-
ger that came with your
device or one approved by
the manufacturer. Using
the wrong charger can dam-
age the battery and increase
the chance of fire. Cheap or
oft-brand chargers may not
meet important safety stan-
dards. Buy products listed
by a nationally recognized
laboratory, such as UL, ETL
or CSA.

« Charge on a hard, flat
surface like a table, desk,
or bare floor. Devices and
chargers create heat during
normal charging. Soft sur-
faces like beds, pillows,
and couches can trap heat
and block airflow, which
can cause a battery to over-
heat.

« Stop using your device
if it feels very hot, starts to
swell, smells strange, leaks,
smokes or makes popping
or hissings sounds. A dam-
aged battery can overheat
and start a fire.

o Unplug your device
when it is fully charged.
Leaving a device plugged in
can increase heat and stress
on the battery.

SUFFIELD FIRE DEPARTMENT
INCIDENT LOG
AucusT 2026

PRIMARY INCIDENT TYPE INCIDENTS
Accidental alarm 4
CO alarm 1
Citizen assist/service call 8
Electrical power line down 1
Fire/smoke alarm 13
Gas alarm 1
Lift assist 3/1
Malfunctioning alarm 6
Medical response 1
Motor vehicle collision 2
Motor vehicle collision extrication 1
Odor investigation 3
Other alarm 1
Other false call 2
Other outside fire 1
Person in distress 1
Structural involment 2
Unknown problem (medical) 1
Well person check 1
Grand Total 53/51

o Charge large items like
e-bikes, scooters, and pow-
er tools outside when possi-
ble. Do not block exits when
charging. These batteries are
larger and store more ener-
gy. Fires can grow quickly if
the battery fails.

« When on a plane, keep
devices where you can see
them while charging. Do
not charge e-cigarettes or
vapes on the plane. Tell a
flight attendant if you no-

tice a problem with your
device, such as if it feels
very hot, starts to swell, is
smoking, or has a strange
smell. If a battery overheats
or fails, it is important for
the flight crew to be able to
respond quickly.
Also Remember:

This month is Hallow-
een. Please consider fire
safety when decorating
and pedestrian safety while
driving. 38

Maple Trees for Mapleton

By Sue Mayne

One of the most common
questions we on the Tree Com-
mittee hear is “When are you
going to plant new maple trees
on Mapleton Avenue?” and the
answer is, starting in Spring
2027. An initial survey of Ma-
pleton Avenue revealed ap-
proximately 25 locations where
new trees are needed.

If you reside on Mapleton
and would like a tree, or you've
noticed a stake in front of your

home and want to know more,
reach out to us at: TreesfoSuff-
ield@gmail.com. We're just be-
ginning the process for finding
suitable locations and getting
all the necessary approvals
from DOT. 3

Murphy, Laudati, Kiel ¢ Alfano ric

Offices in Suffield, Granby, Farmington, & Avon.

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Personal Injury
Auto Accidents
Real Estate
Criminal
Business & Corp.
Mediation
Estate Planning
Probate

Workers Comp

860-674-8296
MLKALaw.com

SUFFIELD POLICE DEPARTMENT

ACTIVITY REPORT

AucusT 2026

REASONS # OF CALLS
911 Hang-Up 16
Abandoned Vehicle 0
Animal Complaint 83
Animal Impound 0
Arson 0
Assault/Fight 1
Assist Citizen 34
Assist Motorist 25
Background Investigation 2
Breach of Peace 0
Burglar Alarm 18
Burglary 0
Car Seat 1
Cell Block Check 0
Civil Matter 1
Community Policing - School 11
Community Policing Contact 46
CVS Drop Box 1
Death Investigation 0
Directed Patrol 540
Disorderly 4
Domestic Disturbance 4
Drone Use 2
DUI/Erratic Operation 14
Escort Transport 1
Fingerprints 27
Fire Dept. Box/Hazmat/
Still/Confirmed/Structure 24
Firearms Surrender 3
Follow Up 0
Fraud 3
General Information 16
Harassment 1
Hazardous Condition 19
Identity Theft 0
Indecent Exposure/Sex Offense 1
Intoxicated Person 1
Juvenile Matters 3
Larceny 0
Lost/Found Property 7
M/V Accident No Injury/Injury/
Evading 30
Medical 134
Mentally Disturbed Person 5
Missing Person/Runaway 2
Motor Vehicle Pursuit 0
Motor Vehicle Theft 0
Motor Vehicle Violation 129
Narcotics Violation 0
Noise Complaint 5
Notification 0
Occupational Accident 1
Outside Assist 18
Overdose 0
Parking Violation 2
Property Check 428
Pursuit Review 0
Robbery 0
Sexual Assault 1
Subpoena Service 0
Suicide Attempt 0
Suspicious Activity 20
Suspicious Person 8
Suspicious Vehicle 19
Threatening 1
Town Ordinance 0
Traffic Control/School Traffic 181
Training 26
Trespassing 7
Use of Force - Admin 0
Vandalism 0
Warrant Service 1
Welfare Check 19
TOTAL: 1,946
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Community Calendar P & Z Votes “No” On Text Change
October 2026
™ Suffield Reads K ! Lets celeh he first Suffield Reads P - By Beth Chafetz area available for building. The
ur, Oct 1 Sufjie eads Kwame! Lets celebrate the first Sutiie eads Project with Kwame o :
Alexander himself! - 6 p.m. at Suffield High School auditorium. On ,Tuesday, Sep tember. L orlgmal zoning text al.lows fF)r
, o ] ) o . _ Suffield’s Planning and Zoning  no more than 45 housing units
Fri, Oct 2to KML exhibits works by Artists of Indian Orchard Mill in the William Pinne C ission (P&Z) held a S I tter what th
Fri, Oct 28 Gallery. Regular KML hours, Pinney Gallery, w/Suflield Arts Council. (pg 24 .Olml\ilnlss.lon( S f%l led I\Z.d%? per parce%hno mal.er what the
Fri, Oct2  First Selectman Coffee Hour - 8:30 to 9:30 a.m., at Cafe Barista, 66 N. Main. 10% cla’ Veeting at Suffie ' . N acrc'zage. © app 1Fants Were
discount on your drink order. School to hear a presentation asking the Commission to allow
Fri, Oct2  Poker Night - Doors open at 6 ﬁ%m., ames start at 7 p.m., at the VFW hall on by LA,DA Land Planners and  them to build 15 un1.tS per de-
Sheldon Street. $40 buy in. w/Suffield KofC and the VFW. 50/50 Raffle. Selective Development Group  velopmental acre which would
Sat, Oct3  Book Collection for the Annual Library Book Sale - 9:30 to noon. Drive up to the w}.lo.had applied to j[he Com-  exceed the limits currently set
Mary Anne Zak entrance where volunteers will help you. mission for a change in the text by the Town.
Y py & Y
Sun, Oct4 Open House at Hillto%Farm - 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. celebrating George Hendee’s 160th of Sl}fﬁelds zoning rules. The After the presentatlor.l a.nd
birthday and the 125th anniversary of Indian Motorcycle. (pg4) Special Meeting was called be-  questions by the Commission
Sun, Oct4 Old Center Cemetery Tour - 2 %m. Explore Fravestone artistry with Jefferson C3US€ there was such a crowd  members, Bill Hawkins, the
Lockwood. RSVP required at rsvphistory@gmail.com. (pg13) that came to the previously Town's Economic Development
Mon, Oct5 The Art of Bonsai by Vincent Tanner, - Noon, in the Fellowship Hall at Second scheduled P&Z meeting that it Director, gave a synopsis of what
Baptist Church. Hosted by the Suffield Garden Club. (pg31) was rescheduled to accommo- had happened to this point in
Tues, Oct 6 Tuesday Morning Music Club - 10:30 a.m., at Westfield First Congregational date the large crowd expected.  the process. The Commission
Church, 18 Broad St. $40 for the 12 concerts. Info at TuesdayMMC.org. (pg19) More than 350 people came ~ then opened up the floor for
Wed, Oct 7  Suffield Polish Heritage Society meeting - 10 a.m at the Ambulance Center. (pg 13) to hear the presentation and/or  public comment. About 24 peo-
Thur, Oct 8 Meet the Artist reception with members of Artists of Indian Orchard Mill - 6 to 8 ~*XPTeSS their opinions on the ple chose to express their opin-
p.m. in the Pinney gallery at KML w/Suffield Arts Council. (pg24) matter before the Commission. ions about the project, many
Fri, Oct9  Dia de los Mueretos - 12:30 p.m. at Second Baptist Church. Lunch, crafts, treats & The original plan was to also  more against the proposal than
more! Kids ages 6-12. have available a live-stream in favor. Those in favor touched
Fri, Oct 9 to Angel Street (Gaslight) Suffield Players - 8 ¥.m. Fri & Sat, Sun matinees 2 p.m. Option for interested citizens, ~on the need for more available
Sat, Oct 24 Subtitles Oct 10, 16 & 18. At Mapleton Hall. Tickets at SuffieldPlayers.org. (pg31) but shortly after the meeting housing that was more afford-
Sat, Oct 10  Suffield Hazardous Waste Day - 8 a.m to 1 p.m., Simbsury Public Works, 66 Town started the live-stream stopped  able, that the central location of
Forest Rd, West Simsbury. Electronics Recycling Document Shredding (2 box limit). working. After about 20 min-  the building would be advanta-
Sat, Oct 10 Free Community Shred and E-Recycling Day, 9 a.m. to Noon (or until truck is full) utes’ work to correct the prob-  geous and that there was a need
at Second Baptist Church, 100 North Main St. (P& 11) Jem the result was a Zoom au- for choices in town for hous-
Sat, Oct 10 Vintage Base Ball - 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Westfield Wheelmen vs Danforth Drafters on dio option where anyone online  ing. Those against the proposed
Stroh Field at Hilltop Farm in Suffield, CT., 1616 Mapleton Ave, Route 159. could listen only, The meeting change spoke to what they be-
Sun, Oct 11 Phelps-Hatheway House - 1 - 4 p.m., Tours on the hour; last tour deFarts one hour was recorded and posted on the  lieved would be the result of hav-
before closing. $16 adult, $12 senior or student, $5 child. WWW.CTlandmarks.org Town website ing more housing in the center
Wed, Oct 14 Native American Author’s Perspective on the American Revolution with Professor LADA Land Planners and of town; increased traffic, more
Chris Newell - 7:30 p.m. at Academy Hall, 1499 Mountain Road. (pg 13) Selective Development Group children in school, crime and
Thur, Oct 15 Kids Who Read Books - 3:30 p.m., The Brightest Night (Wings of Fire Book 5) by Tui  made their case for a text change  parking issues to name a few.
1. Sutherland. At Kent Memorial Library. (P523) in Suffield’s Zoning Laws. They The result was a 6-0 vote
Fri, Oct 16 gg'rst Selectman Coffee Hour - 8:30 to 9:30 a.m., at Cafe Barista, 66 N. Main. 10% \ant to build units in the Town by the Commission not to
iscount on your drink order. o )
Fri Oct 16 Fram Amiello M | Golf T 12:30 c c Club Center District on Fflyer Place.  change the text. The meeting
ri, Oct ran Aniello Memorial Golf Tournament - 12: .m. at Crestview Country Club. : : : .
Funds student athletes scholarships. Register at sahof.org/golf-tournament. (pg 27) There are seven parcels in this  adjourned about 10:15 p.m. &
Fri, Oct 16 Hurricane Helene Benefit Concert w/ Don Ledoux & Friends - Doors open at 6:30
p.m. VEW Post 9954, 972 Sheldon St. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. Tickets $40. (pg25) | JIM T’s PLUMBING SERVICE
Sat, Oct 17  Vintage Base Ball - 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Westfield Wheelmen vs Wethersfield Red i -Ji i i
Onions, Stroh Field at Hilltop Farm in Suffield, CT., 1616 Mapleton Ave, Route 159. | _ C% i pll_t!-z(t)euP';urSnﬁirn\élce Jim -I:r\?vzltgfl—lf elater
Sat, Oct 17  King House Museum & Barn WORKDAY! - 9 a.m. to noon. 232 South Main St, | « Emergency Service « Sewer & Drain
Suffield. Please bring your work gloves. Rain date Oct 24. (pg13) | . Cleaning Service - Repair Service
Sat, Oct 17 Repair Café at Suffield Senior Center from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Also at the Senior . i i
Center will be Eversource’s Energy Efficiency Experience Exhibit. (pg 8) JimTPlumbing@gmail.com
Sat, Oct 17 SHS Class of 1966, 60th Reunion - 5 to 9 p.m. at Three Figs. Contact Elaine Reed at 607 South Stone Street = West Suffield, CT 06093
escottO5@hotmail.com or Judy Perry at judithhperry@gmail.com. Kitchen & Bath Remodeling Office (860) 668-7663
Mon, Oct 19 Rise to the Challenfe Book Group - 6:30 p.m., Catcher in the Rye by J. D. Salinger. || Specializing in New Construction Cell (860) 836-5099
At Kent Memorial Library .Diverse opinions are welcome. (pg22) || Licensed & Insured P1 204727 Fax (860) 668-7698
Tues, Oct 20 Rabble Readers - 7 p.m., Memorials by Richard Chizmar. An Escapist Lit book club
at Kent Memorial Library for adults. (pg22) — SUFFIELD’S LOCAL ROOFING TEAM —
Wed, Oct 21 Open Mic/Talent Coffee House, Halloween Edition - 6 to 8 p.m. at the Senior Center.
Calling all poets, singers, magic acts, actors, writers, and artists of all kinds! (pg 29) TRUST PROOF \ :
Thur, Oct 22 Books & Beyond with Annie Hartnett, author of The Road to Tender Hearts - 7 p.m. r ROOFING . L =
via Zoom. Register at Suffield-Library.org. (pg 22) . ' : '
o
Thur, Oct 22 Giant Family Game Night! - 5 to 8 p.m. at KML, Featuring giant versions of common SUffle ld H om eowne rs ®
games. There will be games for all ages. (pg 22) G R f Y c T
Sat, Oct 24  Trunk or Treat! - 3 to 5 p.m., at West Suffield Auto & Tyre, 1379 Mountain Rd. in W. et a oo ou an ru StO
Suffield. Rain date Sun, 10/25. With East Coast Offroad Jeepers of CT. FREE! (pg 2) ( FREE 1S )
Sun, Oct 25 Fall Fellowship Service - 10 a.m., at First Baptist Church, 1217 Hill Street. Stay for A Detailed 3D 20‘Year
smoked pulled pork for lunch. (pg 10) q Roof Inspection In-House
Wed, Oct 28 Halloween Bash - 5 to 7:30 X.m. at the Senior Center. Pizza, music, crafts, and a Know Your Roof. Leak Warranty
trick-or-treat adventure. All Ages and Abilities! Register at SuffieldRec.com. (pg 26) Know Your Price. ) | y
Fri, Oct 30  Forest Bathing (Shinrin-yoku) - 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., at the McClean Outdoor WE HELP WITH:
Education Preserve, 1080 Sheldon St. Register at https://suffieldct.myrec.com. $20. @ Roof Replacements @ Asphalt Shingle Roofs
Sat, Oct 31 Halloween Candy Give-Away - 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. On the King House porch, with the D Leak Repairs @ Standing Seam
Suffield Historical Society. (pg 13) (@ Emergency Storm Prep J (L Metal Roofs )
Mon, Nov 2 The Secret Lives of Owls by Mary Beth Kaeser - Noon, in the Fellowship Hall at { Locally Owned @ Licensed & . License No. ]
Second Baptist Church. Hosted by the Suffield Garden Club. (pg31) 0 S Ppsielt ‘ i ‘ i)
------------ LOCAL NEWSPAPER SPECIAL  {uimiitt bt
Sat, Nov7 WSCC Holiday Bazaar - 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., soup, baked goods, basket raffle baskets, 1 ¢ CSLRITEOL SLHTAG £ :
attic treasures and more. West Suffield Congregatonal, 1408 Mountain Rd  (pg9) E $ 500 OFF l @ ‘ $1 oo OFF %
Sat, Nov7 Comedy Night at VFW Post 9954. Doors open at 6 p.m., raffles at 7 p.m., comedy | Roof Replacementmmm i ) when you Gl Roof Repair !
show at 8 p.m. Snacks available and cash bar. Tickets $20. - -
Sat, Nov 21 Suffield Volunteer Ambulance Association 50th Anniversary Gala at the Hartford/ @ Ef;ggj:;ygﬁ;cak | 959' 3 33 = 8 5 Bg ®

Windsor Marriott. e-mail SVAA@Suffieldems.org for ticket & sponsorship info.

trustproofroofing.com

Serving Suffield homeowners and businesses with roofing you can trust.
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Food For Thought

Compiled by Beth Chafetz
World Habitat Day
October 5

“The Earth is all we have
in common.”
— Wendell Berry
“The greatest threat to
our planet is the belief that
someone else will save it”
— Robert Swan
American Bandstand pre-
miered - October 6, 1952
“American Band-stand
premiered locally as Band-
stand on October 6, 1952,
on WFIL-TV in Philadel-
phia hosted by Bob Horn. It
made its national network
debut on ABC on August 5,
1957, hosted by Dick Clark.
The first song danced to on
the national television debut
of American Bandstand on
August 5, 1957, was That’ll
Be the Day by Buddy Holly
and the Crickets.” It broad-
cast for 32 years until 1989,
becoming an icon of Ameri-
can teen culture”
- History.com
Eleanor Roosevelt born
October 11, 1884
“I believe that democra-
cy is based on the ability to
make democracy serve the
good of the majority of the
people. If it can't do that,
then it should not survive”
-ER
“Where after do hu-
man rights begin? In small
places, close to home-- so
close and so small that
they cannot be seen on
any map of the world. Yet
they are the world of the
individual person: The
neighborhood he lives in;
the school or college he
attends; the factory, farm
or office where he works.
Such are the places where
every man, woman, and
child seeks equal justice,

equal opportunity, equal
dignity without discrimi-
nation. Unless these rights
have meaning there, they
have little meaning any-
where. Without concerted
citizen action to uphold
them close to home, we
shall look in vain for prog-
ress in the larger world”

- ER
Farmer’s Day - October 12

“Agriculture is our wis-
est pursuit, because it will
in the end contribute most
to real wealth, good morals,
and happiness.”

— Thomas Jefferson

“I sympathize with weeds
perhaps more than with the
crop they choke, they ex-
press so much vigor”

— Henry David Thoreau

“Held together with
twine and a prayer. The of-
ficial diagnosis for any piece
of machinery that refuses to
die” — google.com

Dictionary Day
October 16

New dictionary addi-
tions:

o “Side quest: An ex-
tra goal or task outside of a
main objective.

o Copium: Slang for
self-delusion used to cope
with a loss or failure.

 Nanoplastic: Tiny
plastic particles measuring

Live The American Dream with

THE BANAK TEAM

At Coldwell Banker Realty
B 360.668. 3100

OCTOBER

1,000 nanometers or less”
- dictionary.com
World Food Day
October 16
“We know that a peace-
ful world cannot long ex-
ist, one-third rich and two-
thirds hungry”
— Jimmy Carter
“Being a chef is about
feeding people, which is
part of the story of all hu-
manity”
— Dominique Crenn
Black Poetry Day
October 17
“Hold fast to dreams, For if
dreams die, Life is a bro-ken-
winged bird, That cannot fly”
— Langston Hughes
“You think your pain
and your heartbreak are
un-precedented in the his-
tory of the world, but then
you read. It was books that
taught me that the things
that tormented me most
were the very things that
connected me with all the
people who were alive, who
had ever been alive”
— James Baldwin

Celebrating

Mother-in-Law’s Day
October 25
“The best thing about
having you as my mother-
in-law is my children having
you as their granny”
— Unknown
“A mother-in-law’s praise
says more in a womans fa-
vor than anything else in the
world”
— Caroline Pafford Miller
International Red Cross
organized - October 26, 1863
“The American Red Cross
prevents and alleviates hu-
man suffering in the face of
emergencies by mobilizing
the power of volunteers and
the generosity of donors”
— Redcross.org
Halloween - October 31
“In masks and gowns, we
haunt the street and knock
on doors for trick or treat”
— Jack Prelutsky
“Last night you were un-
hinged. You were like some
desperate, howling demon.
You frightened me. Do it
again.” - Morticia, The Add-
ams Family

“It's pronounced ‘Fronk-
en-steen.” - Dr. Frederick
Frankenstein, Young Fran-
kenstein

Adopt a Shelter Animal
Month

“Rescued is my favorite
breed” - Unknown

“Our perfect compan-
ions never have fewer than
four feet”- Sidonie Gabrielle
Colette

Family History Month

“Knowing your genera-
tional story firms the ground
upon which you stand. It
makes your life, your strug-
gles, and triumphs, bigger
than your lone existence.”

— Cicely Tyson

“Family faces are magic
mirrors. Looking at people
who belong to us, we see the
past, present and future”

— Gail Lumet Buckley
National Dessert Month

“We must have pie. Stress
cannot exist in the presence
ofapie” - David Mamet

“I don’t share blame. I
don't share credit, and I
don’t share dessert.”

— Beverly Sills
Polish American
History Month

“October marks Pol-
ish-American Heritage
Month, a time for our na-
tion to celebrate the critical
role and many important
con-tributions by mem-
bers of the Polish-American
community today, and over
hundreds of years of Ameri-
can history”

- Rep. Jan Schakowsky

50 years of Dedication and Service to the

Connecticut and Massachusetts Communities

— Respectfully Family Owned, and Operated

“Our Tami.ly.. - Your Heritage”
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By Chad Kuzontkoski

Suffield’s business com-
munity continues to grow
with the opening of Street
Side Realty LLC, a full-ser-
vice real estate brokerage
that has established its new
office at 133 Mountain Road,
Suite 9.

Street Side Realty pro-
vides residential and com-
mercial real estate services
to clients in Suffield and the
surrounding area. The bro-
kerage works with home
buyers and sellers, including
first-time buyers, as well as
commercial clients, offering
assistance throughout the
buying, selling and real es-
tate consultation process.

The company emphasizes
a client-first approach built
around local market knowl-
edge, clear communication
and personalized service.

“We are thrilled to estab-
lish our physical presence
right here in Suffield,” said
Chris Piccoli of Street Side
Realty. “Our goal is to pro-
vide our neighbors and cli-
ents with an accessible, wel-
coming environment where
they can receive trustworthy

Repair Cafe October 17

Senior Center, 10 am to 2 pm

Gather your ripped jackets, broken lamps and dull
knives for another day of free repairs at Sustainable
Suffield’s Repair Cafe on October 17 at the Senior
Center from 10 am to 2 pm. On hand will also be
computer, bicycle, and woodworking/ ceramics
repair experts, called fixers.

If your broken items require gluing, try to come
early to allow the glues to set up before we close.

Free coffee, muffins and treats all day.

Eversource’s Energy
Efficiency Experience Exhibit

Senior Center parking lot, October 17

By Kacy Colston, Volunteer

Be a part of the Suffield
Field of Flags this Veterans
Day. Honor the dedication
of those who have served
and are serving our country.
Veterans, first responders
and personal heroes can be
recognized with an Honor-
ee tag.

Sponsor one flag at a cost
of $30, or four for $100. Pro-

Also at the Senior Center on October 17 will be
Eversource’s Energy Efficiency Experience Exhibit.

After getting your household items repaired, visit to
learn more about heat pumps, induction stove tops,
solar panels, insulation, smart thermostats and
meters, Level 2 electric vehicle chargers and more.

Sustainable Suffield appreciates Eversource’s
support of our conservation efforts.

Mountain Tree Service

Providing Quality Service For Over 30 Years

» Storm Damage Clean-up & Repair
* Complete Tree Care & Preservation
* Tree & Stump Removal
* 24 Hour Emergency Service
Free Consultations & Fully Insured

CT Arborist #62445
DEP #B-0961

- 860-749-7365

SEDE

-

{

i
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=" “Working with people
who care about trees”

Street Side Realty

Opens New Office in Suffield

Photo by Chris Piccoli

John Kissel, Chris Piccoli, Chad Kuzontkoski and Tami Zawistowski at

the ribbon-cutting on September 2.

advice and top-tier service
for all their real estate needs.”

The new Mountain Road
location gives the broker-
age a convenient presence
near the center of town and
provides clients with a local
office where they can meet
with the Street Side Real-
ty team, discuss the real es-
tate market and learn more
about available properties
and services.

The opening is another
welcome addition to Suff-
ields growing collection
of locally based businesses
and professional services.
Maintaining a strong mix
of restaurants, retailers, ser-
vice providers and profes-

Field of Flags

ceeds to benefit veterans’ ini-
tiatives. In 2025 Field of Flags
was able to make a donation
of almost $1,800 to Soldier
On in Agawam, to provide
supportive housing and so-
cial services for homeless
and low-income veterans.

Deadline to sponsor is
November 1. Please email
FieldofFlags@suffieldct.gov
for details. 38

sional offices helps support
a vibrant Town Center while
giving residents more op-
portunities to do business
locally.

Street Side Realty held a
ribbon-cutting ceremony on
September 2 at its new Suft-
ield location.

Residents interested in
learning more about Street
Side Realty, its current list-
ings or its real estate services
can visit the new office at 133
Mountain Road, Suite 9, visit
streetside-realty.com or call
860-816-4557.

Please join us in wel-
coming Street Side Realty
LLC to the Suffield business
community! 3§

3

STREET SIDE REALTY

STREETSIRE-REALTY . .COM
959-895-0030

133 Mountain Road, Suffield, CT
chris@streetside-realty.com

Specializing in Residential and Commercial
sales and leasing

CT Lic # REB.0795677
MA Lic #9589317 R-E-B

Call or Text 959-895-0030
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Town News You May Not Know

Compiled by Kate Spoto

Too busy to look up
what’s going on in town?
This article covers selected
information from the min-
utes of various Town Boards
and Commissions. If you
want more detail, it can be
found by going to suffieldct.
gov, Agendas, Minutes, Re-
cordings.

Board of Education Fi-
nance and Facilities Sub-
committee—September 3,
2026

Director of Facilities
Larry Plano outlined the
status of projects through-
out various buildings. Most
projects are being complet-
ed within acceptable time-
lines and on budget. Lon-
ger term projects such as a
potential photovoltaic roof
at Suffield High School and
exterior work at Spaulding
School are still in progress.

Superintendent ~ Matt
Dunbar discussed findings
related to the Suffield Mid-
dle School Building Project
new building site selection,
as well as options associat-
ed with “Renovate as New.”
There is a proposed meeting
in the future between the
Suffield Permanent Build-
ing Commission and the
Board of Education to dis-
cuss these options in greater
detail.

Board of Selectmen—
September 2, 2026

Facilities Project Up-
dates:

« Lee Corbert, Director
of Public Works, provided
an update on the Suffield
Street culvert, which was
closed after an inspection
revealed a large crack and
movement of the sidewall.
The Town is pursuing a
temporary bridge, estimat-
ed at $225,000-$250,000, to
reopen the roadway while

the permanent replacement
proceeds. Installation is
targeted for September 21,
subject to utility coordina-
tion. The permanent project
has been prioritized for en-
gineering and permitting,
with construction anticipat-
ed next spring. Mr. Corbert
also reviewed the required
engineering, soil testing and
state and federal permitting
involved in bridge and cul-
vert replacements.

o Director Corbert also
updated the Board on the
High School/Bruce Park
bridge project. He explained
that the project is awaiting
materials, with construc-
tion expected to begin in
December and be complet-
ed by the end of January.

o He reported that the
Copper Hill Road culvert
and Hickory Street Bridge
projects are progressing
through design and per-
mitting, with bidding an-
ticipated in November and
construction next spring
or summer. Phelps Road
work is also progressing,
with roadway milling and
reconstruction anticipated
to begin by the end of Sep-
tember.

 Kevin Goff, Chairman
and Glenn Neilson, Vice
Chairman of the Perma-
nent Building Commission
provided an update on the
Facilities Master Plan and
school projects. The High
School HVAC rooftop proj-
ect is progressing, with ex-
terior work completed and
controls being installed, fol-
lowed by commissioning to
evaluate the overall system.
The High School roofing
project is moving forward,
with a contractor recom-
mended and materials ex-
pected to require a 60-day
lead time, followed by ap-

proximately 120 working
days of construction. The
PBC is also seeking a spe-
cial inspector for the proj-
ect, while the solar portion
is still being evaluated.

o The Middle School
planning process has been
delayed after soil condi-
tions, wetlands, setbacks
and vernal pools limited
the previously considered
expansion site. The PBC
is working with the archi-
tects, consultants and oth-
er stakeholders to develop
an alternative campus con-
figuration that would avoid
land acquisition, improve
on-site bus and vehicle cir-
culation, and increase ca-
pacity. Updated and inde-
pendent cost estimates will
be obtained, with the plan-
ning process now expected
to extend into the spring.
December 1 remains an im-
portant deadline for estab-
lishing the overall project
budget and preparing bond
information.

« Regarding the Fire-
house 1 project, the PBC
recommended  construct-
ing a new facility at the an-
nex property, which would
provide space for up to four
bays and a drive-through
garage. Additional evalu-
ation of site grading and
related improvements will
be required. The PBC also
reviewed  approximately
670 responses to the com-
munity survey, noting that
while the results were not
statistically representative,
respondents generally fa-
vored new construction

over renovation. The Board
and PBC agreed that updat-
ed construction estimates
and continued public out-
reach will be important as
the Facilities Master Plan
progresses. 38
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If you have lapsed from the Church or long for a
deep and biblical worship, the Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church may ease that spiritual longing...

Our disvy ave wever clsed.

-

i W

GOOD SHEPHERD

Lutheran Church in Suffield CT

o uy for

SERVICES

9:00 AM
585 SOUTH ST,
SUFFIELD CT

O[40] Rev. Adam Moore |8
(860) 668-2790 g
[=]¢ gslesuffield.org ;

Bandstand Dedicated

By Tony Peterson

During Suffield on the
Green, leaders of the privately
funded community bandstand
initiative turned it over to the
town in an official ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony. Suffield’s Social
Services Commission Chair,
Robin Zatony, who spear-
headed the 18-month project,
and Natalie Donais, president
of the Rotary Club and a ma-
jor supporter and promoter,
spoke about the impetus and
process of building the new 20-
foot bandstand, which replaced
the rickety 15-foot bandstand,
built in 1976.

Suffield’s First Selectman
Colin Moll praised the two
women, along with the more

than 50 residents who Zatony
named as donating services or
funds. She thanked major do-
nors Florence & Warren Pack-
ard and family, Elzear Roy and
family, the Suffield Rotary, the
Casinghino family, and the
Suffield Womans and Garden
Clubs. Those names, along with
Zatony and her husband, anoth-
er major donor, were inscribed
on a bronze plaque that will be
affixed to a large boulder next
to the bandstand. The last line
on the plaque reads, “Built by
Community, for Community.”
The Barnyard in Ellington
built the new $180,000 band-
stand. The late builder Elzear Roy
donated the foundation, stamped
flooring and sidewalk. 38

S,

Far e
Photo by Tony Peterson

With their hands on the scissors, Natalie Donais (L) and Robin Zatony
cut the ribbon, dedicating the new community bandstand on the town
green as other community leaders watched on September 12.

Christmas Bazaar

By Catherine Napolski

It’s that time again!

Come to the West Suff-
ield Congregational Church’s
Christmas bazaar on Saturday,
November 7 from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m.

We will be offering a vari-
ety of homemade soups and
fresh bread for lunch along
with hot and cold drinks. Our
bake sale, which offers an

amazing assortment of good-
ies for the sweet tooth, is al-
ways a must for dessert! Eat in
or take out is available.

Raffle baskets! Attic trea-
sures for sale! Jewelry for sale!
Photo op with Santa...free!

Please follow our Face-
Book page West Suftield UCC
for more information and up-
dates as we get closer to the
bazaar date. 36
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BLUE HERON HEALING PRESENTS:

I, OPENING THE CHANNEL
Introduction to Energy Medicine

A SIX-WORKSHOP SERIES OVER SIX MONTHS

JULIE MONTINIERI, ENERGY PRACTITIONER
| BHENERGYHEALING.COM
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Sacred Heart News

By Fr. Joe Keough

I have never been a fan
of pumpkin spice, I lean to-
ward cinnamon apple and
truth be told, regular cof-
fee black is hands down my
year-round favorite. Hope-
tully, we can still be friends!
One of the blessings of Oc-
tober is that nature gives us
much to ponder. The green
leaves of summer change
into an assortment of colors
from vibrant yellows, orang-
es and reds to dusky browns
and tans as they are swept to
the ground noting the com-
ing of the winter season.

In his classic book, The
Fall of Freddie the Leaf, Leo
Buscalia reminds us of the
seasons of life in constant
transition. As people of
faith we look for and hope
for not the last thing but the
transition to the next thing-
the fullness of life in eter-
nity. We often speak of the
“autumn of life” in terms of
just waiting for the end but
the beauty and the dramat-
ic changes of October offer
many opportunities to live
life to the fullest all the time.
At every age.

At Sacred Heart Par-
ish, we are doing all of the
“things” of living our lives
completely. We are celebrat-

ing new births and baptisms
and welcome our young
families to join us the first
Tuesday of the month, Oc-
tober 6 at 6:30 p.m. to join
us for a baptism prep class
in the church. Parents,
and if possible, Godpar-
ents should attend to learn
about the steps of the cere-
mony but most important-
ly the significance of their
child’s first steps in the life
of faith. We continue the
high energy and excitement
of faith-filled learning with
our monthly “Pray Date”
for parents with young chil-
dren. In addition to our Re-
ligious Education Program
for kindergarten through
grade 9, we have a newly
formed Youth Ministry for
our high school aged stu-
dents and their friends.

Members from all “sea-
sons of life” are welcome to
dance the night away at our
annual Barn Dance on Oc-
tober 24. A family-friend-
ly event where generations
come together and share
some good food and fellow-
ship.

We will have oppor-
tunities to pray together,
as well as sharing talents
through the Music Ministry
or Prayer Shawl Ministry.

An Open & Affirming
-I:T— Congregation of the
===, |/nited Church of Christ

First Church
of Christ

Congregational

@ 81 High Street, Suffield, CT 06078

Ak

STATE LINE

StateLinePropane0il.com
Lic. $1:303179 - P1: 204150 - HOD: 737 - 478

As disciples of Jesus and stewards of God's creation, we joyfully worship,
faithfully serve, and generously give so lives may be transformed.

@ www.firstchurchsuffield.org
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Taking the time to remem-
ber and grieve the “fallen
leaves” through our Jesus
Wept Ministry. Finding qui-
et time in the church for
your personal prayer during
the day, enjoying the warm
autumn afternoon in our
Prayer Garden or reflecting
on the outdoor Stations of
the Cross, or in the Mary
Garden.

There truly is something
for everyone at every sea-
son. For more information
about any of the ministries
and programs available for
you at Sacred Heart Parish
this autumn, please visit
us online at www.sacred-
heartct.com , or stop by our
campus at 446 Mountain
Road here in Suffield.

Just as the leaves fall
to the ground so do many
seeds; the little “helicopters”
from the maple trees, pine-
cones and acorns, nature re-
plenishes for future seasons.
We are secure in our hope
for future generations! We
seek ways to share our gifts
and knowledge from one
generation to the next. Not
fearing the next transition
but savoring the moment
life that warm cup of cinna-
mon apple cider or pump-
kin spiced latte.

Enjoy the season! God
bless! 38

West Suffield
Congregational News

By Pastor Denise Peterson

Traditionally, October is
a fairly quiet time at WSCC.
We settle into the familiar
rhythms of worship and
service and take some time
to appreciate the changing
of the seasons. This year,
however, we have a little
extra excitement coming.

Toward the middle of
the month, we will be start-
ing a junior high youth
group. (We're still working
on finding the most conve-
nient day and time).

Our kids are busy, I
know that. Sometimes I
wonder how they manage
to fit everything into their
schedules. Between school,
sports and homework, it
might seem a little crazy to
suggest adding one more
thing. But perhaps what the
youth group offers is differ-
ent enough that it is worth
making room for.

So much of a young per-
son’s world is about mea-
suring up. How well did
you do on the test? Did you
make the team? Where do
you fit in? What do oth-
er people think of you?
Church has the opportuni-
ty to offer something very
different. Here, we can tell
our young people that be-

Fall Fellowship Service

Join us for our Fall Fellowship Service on
October 25 sponsored by First Baptist Chuch
10 a.m.: Discuss “How you can be sure of Heaven.”
11 a.m.: “How Christianity Influenced
the West, and Your Life”
Stay for smoked, pulled pork for lunch.
Bring someone to be your honored guest.
For more information, call: 860-648-1600 or
email: Dr.atknight@gmail.com.

fore they accomplish any-
thing, before they prove
anything, before they fig-
ure out exactly who they
are, they are already known
and loved by God.

Thatis really what Chris-
tian fellowship is about. It is
learning to see one another
through the eyes of Christ.

It is discovering that the
person who thinks differ-
ently from me, looks dif-
ferently from me, or has
experiences I don't under-
stand is still my neighbor.
It is learning not simply to
tolerate our differences, but
to recognize that each of
us carries gifts, struggles,
hopes, fears and a story
worth hearing.

Certainly, we are plan-
ning on games and laughter
and probably more noise
than we are accustomed
to around here. I certainly
hope so.

But underneath all of
that, our hope is that we
will be creating a place
where our young people
know they belong.

A place where they can
ask questions, be them-
selves, make mistakes,
laugh together, and discov-
er something about what it
means to follow Jesus.

We often talk about
young people as “the future
of the church” I've never
particularly liked that ex-
pression. They are not the
future of the church. They
are the church, right now.
And perhaps one of the
most important things we
can do is give them a place
where they can discover
that for themselves.

Blessings on your day. 38

CELEBRATE YOUR CATHOLIC FAITH
WITH THE SACRED HEART
PARISH FAMILY
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poAM New or returning member?
p Sign up on line or in person,
Contact the Parish Office 860.668.4246 or
' SacredHeartCTlegmail.com
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' 446 Mountain Road
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Second Baptist Church News

From a press release

Second Baptist Church is
hosting many events that we
invite the Community to attend
during the month of October.

Join Second Baptist for a
free Community Shred and
E-Recycling Day at on Saturday
October 10 from 9 a.m. to noon
(or until truckis full). There will
be a two-box limit of shredding
per vehicle. The items that are
brought to be shredded will be
placed in the back of the truck
from Infoshred and brought to
their facility to be destroyed
along with the e-recycling
items. This is a free event, but
we would appreciate a freewill
offering of either nonperish-
able food items (which will go
to Suffield Community Aid)
or gently used clothing (which
will be given to “It Takes a Vil-
lage”).

At our Fall Kids Party on
Friday, October 9 at 12:30 p.m.
in the Fellowship Hall, we will
be learning about Dia de los
Muertos (Day of the Dead), a
Mexican tradition usually cel-
ebrated Nov 1-2. This is a joy-
ful cultural celebration rooted
in All Saints and All Souls Day,
when families remember loved
ones with photos, stories, favor-
ite foods, marigold flowers, and
thank God for their lives. We
will talk about how Christians
remember with gratitude, cele-
brate life and find hope in heav-
en. We will make a “Memory
Table” to thank God for special
people and pets. Our crafts (pa-
per flowers, colorful banners,
decorated sugar skulls) are
happy and kid friendly. Lunch
will be provided. We are excit-
ed to learn about another cul-
ture with respect and joy!

On Saturday, October 10 at
5 p.m. we will host a Communi-
ty Open Mic Night - A Celebra-
tion of Local Talent and Cre-
ativity. All styles of expression
are welcome including singing,
music, poetry, comedy, etc.
Come share your talents and
support others as they share
their talents!

On Tuesday, October 13
we will host an American Red
Cross Blood Drive - Noon-5
p.m. in Fellowship Hall. For an

GRANT
LANDSCAPING

Landscape Services
Weekly Lawn Maintenance
Spring & Fall Cleanups
Mulch & Stone, Pruning
Shrub & Tree Removal
24-hour Snow Plowing & Sanding

GRANT

Bruce Grant
PO Box 44
Suffield, CT
06078

o Canncare Sarvies 860-668-6270

appointment, please visit red-
crossblood.org or call 1-800-
RED CROSS (1-800-733-
2767).

Finally, on the evening of
Saturday, October 31 (Hallow-
een), don't forget to stop by the
Common Room. Congregants
will participate in trick-or-
treating with children and fam-
ilies strolling Main Street.

During the month we have
several on-going ministries
where we would like to invite
you to join:

Prayer Shawl Ministry - Fri-
day, October 9 and 23 - 10 a.m.
This recently revived ministry
gives individuals the opportu-
nity to come together for a time
of prayer and fellowship while
creating shawls that are intend-
ed to provide love and comfort
to their recipients.

Soup Kitchen Ministry -
Saturday, October 10. Serving a
meal for anyone in need at the
Loaves and Fishes Soup Kitch-
en at South Congregational
Church in Springfield, MASS
has been a ministry at Second
Baptist for around 35 years! If
you would like to participate,
please call the church office at
860-668-1661.

Special Needs Fellowship -
Monday, October 12, 6:30 p.m.
This is another long-standing
monthly outreach program for
our friends in the Suffield com-
munity with cognitive limita-
tions to give them a safe envi-
ronment for crafts, singing, and
fellowship. “Truly I tell you,
just as you did it to one of the
least of these brothers and sis-
ters of mine, you did it to me”
Matthew 25:40.

Contact the church office
(office@secondbaptistsuffield.
org or 860-668-1661) if you
are interested in participating

in any of the above opportu-
nities. Additional information
for these and other activities/
opportunities at the church is
available on secondbaptistsuff-
ield.org, along with our NEW
Facebook and Instagram sites.
On the website, there are links
for the Sunday morning bul-
letin and “Weekly Wednesday
Write-Ups” with upcoming
events and updates on the vari-
ous ministries in the congrega-
tion. There is also a link to the
church’s YouTube channel for
you to participate in past Sun-
day services. 3

First Church

News

By Amber Bigley

First Church of Christ,
Congregational UCC  wel-
comes all to join in week-
ly Sunday worship at 10
a.m., in-person or virtual-
ly through the church You-
Tube livestream. Following a
wonderful return to worship
last month, the congregation
continues its spiritual journey
under the leadership of Pas-
tor Chris Hart, what Church
extends an extravagant wel-
come to friends, neighbors,
and newcomers alike. No
matter who you are or where
you are on life’s journey, you
are welcome here at First
Church of Christ.

October at First Church
brings worship, community
outreach, and autumn activ-
ities! Following a wonderful
return to worship in Sep-
tember and a great time at
Suffield on the Green host-
ing science demos, chalk art
masterpieces, a prayer tree
and other fun faith activities,
the church welcomes all to
join us in worship on Sunday
mornings!

Open to all neighbors un-
der the principle of “take what
you need; leave what you
can,” the church encourages
the public to donate shelf-sta-
ble food and basic hygiene
items at any time.

The Chancel Choir has
returned and is welcoming
new members! High School
age and above are welcome
to join for one rehearsal, or
all of them, and make a joy-
ful noise! For musicians who
used to play, the Dusty Or-
chestra offers a fun space for
anyone who has ever played
an instrument to dust it off
and make music again. Ad-
ditionally, the Congregation-
al Choir provides an easy,
all-ages opportunity where
you can simply show up that
morning, rehearse briefly
and sing during worship. If
you are interested in any of
these musical opportunities,
contact the church and let us
know.

Pastor Chris’ open office
hours are Tuesdays from 1
p-m. to 3 p.m. and Wednes-
days from 11 am. to 1 p.m.
He will also host pub hours
on Tuesday, October 6 at 6
p-m. at Tavern 1927 at the
Suffield Country Club. Con-
tact Pastor Chris directly to
set-up an appt or to arrange
an alternate time, if needed
PC@pastrchris.faith or (774)
318-6006.

The community outreach
at First Church continues
outside its doors. The Blessing
Box at 81 High Street remains
available 24/7 for non-perish-
able donations. Open to all
neighbors under the principle
of “take what you need; leave
what you can,” the church en-
courages the public to donate
shelf-stable food and basic
hygiene items at any time.

First Church serves as a
vital meeting space by host-
ing Narcotics Anonymous
and Alcoholics Anonymous
groups in the building on a
weekly basis. Neighbors and

James C. Kimmett
June 11, Age 66

Leonard M. Weiss, Jr.
June 23, age 69

Nathaniel Richard
Kaplan, MD
August 11, Age 79

M. Lee Hunihan
August 18, Age 66

Florence W. Egan
August 19, Age 96

Jane M. Sheridan
August 24, Age 92

Jonathan Kyle Hansen
August 16, Age 44

Lapheris Powers
August 28, Age 87

Fred Marinone
September 7, Age 72

Rejean Reggie Roberge
September 10, Age 67

Elzear P. Roy
September 11, Age 86

members can stay connect-
ed to these support meetings
and autumn events by visiting
the church website.

For details and schedules,
visit www.firstchurchsuffield.
org. God bless! 38

First Church of Christ
Suffield, CT

[

Christopher Stone

Certified in Medicare Advantage Plans
and Traditional Medicare Supplements

STONE INSURANCE

OF SUFFIELD

Your Health and Life Insurance Store

(860) 668-6867
68 Bridge Street, Suite 207
Suffield, CT

www.StonelnsuranceLLC.com

WEST SUFFIELD
CONGREGATIONAL

CHURCH
A Church for the Community

Rev. Denise Peterson

SUNDAY SERVICE & SUNDAY SCHOOL-10am
JOIN US FOR SERVICE ON FACEBOOK

Prayer Shawl Ministry @ Mobile Food Truck

860-668-2271 westsuffielducc.org
1408 MOUNTAIN RD. WEST SUFFIELD 06093

The Second Baptist
Church of Suffield

100 North Main St. on Rt 75

www.SecondBaptistSuffield.org

(860) 668-1661

Where Believing and Doing Are One...
Worship, Nursery & Sunday School 10 AM

Missions, Outreach, Youth Group, Sanctuary & Adult Bell Choirs,
Soup Kitchen, Adult Education

ATLAS] SYERSER

Sales and Service

Family owned and operated since 1947

=) GARAGA

I.ifgz!!_ll‘aster

1-860-668-7991
Toll Free: 1-877-828-5279

7 Moody Road Unit 2A
Enfield, CT 06082

www.atlasohd.com
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Town Informatlon at Your Fingertips

By Gayle Demko

The newly installed public
information kiosk located out-
side the library entrance pro-
vides Suffield residents, students
and visitors with convenient,
one-touch access to timely and
reliable community informa-
tion. By linking directly to rele-
vant pages on the Town of Suff-
ield website, this kiosk makes
existing resources easier to find
for users seeking local events,
services, activities, public meet-
ings and visitor information.

The touch screen buttons
include the town calendar and

Town Kiosk
events, historic walking tours,
police updates, library and se-
nior center programs, school
and recreation activities, a lo-
cal business directory, things
to do, social services, com-
munity aid and crisis support.
The kiosk can accommodate
additional categories as com-

munity needs evolve.

The Crisis Support button
provides access to trusted pre-
vention and crisis resources,
providing dependable informa-
tion for young people and others
seeking help for themselves or a
friend. Located near the library
and accessible after school, the
kiosk serves as both a communi-
ty convenience and an import-
ant public-safety resource.

On your next visit to the
Suffield Village center, stop
by the new kiosk and discover
town information at the touch
of a button. 3

Suffield Police

Continued from page 1

license plates that it passes.
Our cameras are being run
in the NCIC database against
only the following records:
Missing Person, Stolen Plate,
Stolen Vehicle, Arrest War-
rants. Should there be an
alert, the Officer will be no-
tified by the computer inside
the patrol vehicle, and they
will confirm if the plate in the
alert is the same on the ve-
hicle they see. If so, a motor
vehicle stop will be conduct-
ed, and appropriate enforce-
ment action will be taken. If
the plate does not match the
alert, then the alert will be
removed, and everyone con-
tinues on with their day. Our
Officers are trained in the use
of the system and our policy
(which can be found on our
website), which provides the
parameters for searching
data in the system.

The data obtained from
the ALPR cameras is held in
the Axon cloud, as maintain-
ing our own server would be

costly. The data remains with
Axon and is not provided to
any third party without the
consent of the Suffield Po-
lice Department. Based upon
changes in Connecticut stat-
utes in 2026, specifically to
the statute governing the use
of the cameras, the data and
retention periods beginning
October 1, we have made the
appropriate changes to our
policy. It should be noted
that our policy is very clear in
that access to the ALPR data
is authorized only for inves-
tigative purposes and that
the data is only held for 21
days. Audits are conducted
every 30 days to ensure that
the policy is being adhered
to. Our policy can be found
on our website. I would also
note that should there be a
misuse of the system, not
only would it result in an In-
ternal Affairs investigation
and disciplinary action, but it
would also constitute the ele-
ments of 53a-254 Computer
Crimes in the third degree -
a class D felony which carries
potential imprisonment for

|_aw OFFices o{:
MICHELE A NATH,

DIVORCE. CUSTODY.
LITIGATION, MEDIATION.COLLABORATIVE.
CRIMINAL DEFENSE. DV CAR ACCIDENTS.

REAL ESTATE

10 North Main Street, Suite 214
West Hartford, CT 06107
Phone: 860-521-1414

Email: mnathlawyer@yahoo.com

Phone: 860-668-8773

up to five years. This criminal
statute applies to all comput-
er systems used by the Suft-
ield Police Department.

The ALPR technology
employed by the Suffield Po-
lice Department is intended
to assist Officers in locat-
ing wanted/missing persons
(inclusive of runaways) and
stolen/wanted motor vehi-
cles. Often times, stolen ve-
hicles are used in the com-
mission of crimes and many
of these suspects have crimi-
nal records. The hope is that
if a vehicle alerts, we are as-
sisting in the prevention of
criminal activity taking place
here in Suffield. Additionally,
we would be in a better po-
sition to return stolen prop-
erty and ensure the well-be-
ing of any missing or endan-
gered person.

We are always available
to answer any questions
that you may have regarding
ALPR technology, and I hope
that this information is help-
ful in demonstrating how we
use it to benefit the residents

in Suffield. 3

LLC

133 Mountain Road
Suffield, CT 06078

Suffield Observations

By Andy Sauer

Everyone is Watching

A couple of years ago, I was on a plane heading home. A
flight attendant pulled my bag from the overhead bin and
asked to whom it belonged. I stood up and answered. She
instructed me to put it under the seat to make room for
another passenger’s larger bag. I protested. She insisted.
As I was about to initiate a spirited defense, I noticed an-
other passenger lifting his phone. It was then I heard my
better angels whisper: “You are about to go viral for all
the wrong reasons.”

I took the bag, jammed it under the seat and flew
home with my knees practically in my chest. I bring this
up because of the debate surging around Flock cameras
- automated license plate reader cameras used by law en-
forcement agencies that capture vehicle data in real time.
Have you seen them? There are none in Sufhield, but there
are several in neighboring towns. They’ve created quite
a stir. More than 200 municipalities, counties and states
have defunded or banned the technology. Connecticut
slapped several restrictions on its use last spring.

While there are legitimate privacy concerns over a
technology that can track up-to-the-second movements
of our vehicles, the debate obscures the growing reality
of living in a world under constant surveillance. There
are cameras everywhere: airports, train stations, subway
stations, highways, stores, gyms, front doors, driveways,
stadiums, schools and even churches. If there’s an angle
that isn't covered by a camera, there’s always a freelance
videographer ready to record the actions of someone be-
having badly.

We can fight every privacy battle we choose, but his-
tory has demonstrated it is impossible to stuff technolog-
ical genies back into the bottle. We need to operate as if
the world is watching and listening to our better angels.

I was recently driving to an appointment, for which
I was late. After exiting the highway, there was a driver
who appeared, based on his hand gestures, to be unhappy
with my driving. He tailed me all the way to a very busy
and public area. I decided to choose peace. I got out of
my car. He popped out and launched into a tirade. I apol-
ogized. He kept yelling. I kept apologizing. When I was
able to speak, I asked where this infraction occurred? He
said at the highway exit. It didn’t ring a bell. I apologized
and approached in total contrition.

“Stay away from me!”

Dude, you followed and confronted me! I looked at
his dashboard to see if I was being filmed for a social me-
dia stunt. No, this was a minor incident of road rage that
would be lost to time. He admonished me one last time
and left.

As I reconstructed my drive, I did recall coming in
hot off the highway. I had a green left turn arrow and sped
through the turn. There was a car coming out of the park-
ing lot into the intersection that may have been intending
to turn right on red without coming to a full stop, which
is illegal.

I wasn’t in the wrong, he was! If only I had a camera
to record the incident!

Scott’s Discount Hauling

We Remove Your Unwanted ltems

e Appliances e Attic, Garage and Barn

e Furniture Clean Outs

e Jiink Remioval e Whole House Clean
Outs

Construction Debris

Less expensive than a dumpster!
We do the work for you!
Call Scott at 860-716-0555(c)

We accept Visa/MC
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The Way We Were

HISTORIC SUFFIELD

100 Years Ago
in Suffield

Selected from the pages of the Windsor Locks Journal and
lightly annotated by Wendy Taylor of Kent Memorial Library.

Oct 1

Samuel R. Spencer, one of the
town’s leading citizens, was signally
honored...at the Republican sena-
totial convention held in Hartford,
when he was nominated for state
senator from the seventh senatorial
district. Mr. Spencer’s nomination
was made by State’s Attorney Hugh
M. Alcorn. Mr. Spencer, who has
been town treasuret since 1900, was
graduated from Yale University in
the class of 1893. He is president of
the Suffield Savings Bank, president
of the firm of Spencer Bros., Inc,
and has represented the town in the
Legislature in the years of 1915 and
1917.

The transfer has been made of
property from E. N. and C. C. Austin
to the town of Suffield, calling for a
lot adjoining the school property on
South street, with a 100-foot front
and 190-foot depth. Work of enlarg-
ing the present school building or of
building a new one will be started in
the spring. The newly acquired prop-
erty has been felt as necessary on
account of the small facilities at the
school and with the large increase of
school children from year to year.
Oct 8

An experiment is being tried at
the Center school this term of fur-
nishing for sale pasteutized milk for
children who appear to be under
weight. The milk is brought to the
school every morning and sold to
these children during recesses.

Oct 15

Nine automobile tires and oth-
et merchandise valued at $250 wete
stolen...from the garage of Arthur
L. Bessett on Depot street. Entrance
was gained by breaking a window
in the front door and springing the
door fastenings.

The annual chicken pie supper
and fancy sale held in the [Congte-
gational] church patlors...was a de-
cided success, despite the rain at the
hour set for the supper.

Oct 22

That a fire truck and pump-

er should last longer than one year

when it represents an investment of
$6,000, is the opinion of people of
this town. They, through their spe-
cial committee of citizens, intend to
see that the truck which they have
at present is either placed in first-
class condition or else replaced by
its makers... Three times during the
short period it has been in use it
has broken down, putting it out of
service duting repairs and material-
ly lessening the efficiency of the fire
department. On another occasion
it was necessary to send it out of
town for a week to undergo repairs.
Shortly after its return it was neces-
sary to install a new clutch, and re-
cently it was found necessary to tear
the pump down and replace several
of its parts. Members of the village
committee...said that they intend to
insist that the makers either replace
the truck with a new one or repair
the old one in such fashion that it
will do all that is represented as ca-
pable of doing,

The tobacco crop is now cured
sufficiently to permit being taken
from the poles and stripped, after
which it will be placed in bundles for
assorting. The farmers are awaiting a
moderately warm rainstorm so that
this work can be taken care of before
cold weather sets in. At the planta-
tions where the leaves ate picked off
the stalks when placed in the curing
sheds this work is neatly completed.
The tobacco is now in the company
warehouses undergoing bulk sweat-
ing, after which it will be sorted.
Oct29

The new fire pumper truck now
owned jointly by the town and the
center district has been ordered re-
turned to the makers in Providence
for a new pump to be installed...
The makers will now cortect these
faults and bring the machine up to
the guarantee.

The town clock has been un-
dergoing repairs this week. The nu-
merals and hands are being trimmed
with gold leaf, making a large im-
provement over what it had been for
some time.

WANTED

Buying Antiques & 0ld Stuff

Costume Jewelry, Pottery, Bottles, Crocks,
Jugs, Toys/Games, Glassware, Signs,
Silver Plated Items, Typewriters, Sewing Machines,
Bar Items, Tools, Sterling, Gold, Watches, Coins,
Kitchenware, Cookware, Automotive, Books,
Radios, Clocks, Lanterns, Lamps, Knives, Hunting,
Fishing, Military, Masonic, Fire Dept & more.

Donald Roy 860-874-8396

CIT7-6-23

Photo by Art Sikes

You may have seen many pictures taken by Roger Loomis. This is one of Roger Loomis (on right) and
Julius Drenzek getting his Eagle Scout Award in Troop 160 in 1963. Troop Master of Troop 160 was
just one of Roger's titles. Others included World War Il Veteran, lifelong resident of Suffield, Town
Photographer, first Superintendent of Sunrise Park, Jessie Smith Town Forest Committee Chair and
President of the Suffield Historical Society.

Suffield Historical Society Upcoming Events

By Jackie Hemond

Sunday, October 4 at 2
p.m. at Old Center Cemetery
(behind First Congregational
Church): Old Center Ceme-
tery Tour. Explore gravestone
artistry and Suffield histo-
ry with Jefferson Lockwood,
photographer and cemetery
enthusiast. RSVP required at
rsvphistory@gmail.com

Wednesday, October 7 at
10 a.m. at Suffield Volunteer
Ambulance: Polish Heritage
Society Meeting.

Wednesday, October 14
at 7:30 p.m. at Academy Hall:
Native American Author’s
Perspective on the American
Revolution. Professor Chris
Newell, Director of Native
American Cultural Programs

at the University of Con-
necticut & Co-founder of the
Akomawt Educational Ini-
tiative, will discuss and read
from his new book, If You
Lived During the American
Revolution. Copies will be
available for purchase.

Saturday, October 17 at 9
a.m. - Noon/Rain date: Satur-
day, October 24

King House Museum &
Barn Work Day. Bring gloves
and work tools.

Saturday, October 31 -
6 to 7:30 p.m. on the King
House Porch: Halloween
Candy Give-Away

Sunday, November 8 at
1-4 pm. at Academy Hall:
Sew a Holiday Ornament with
The Pioneer Valley Chapter of

the Embroiderer’s Guild of
America Workshop. Design is
a 4” round ornament worked
and finished in a hoop with
1776-2006 in a star charm in
red and blue on white fab-
ric. Free! RSVP required at
rsvphistory@gmail.com
Saturday, November 14 at
1 - 4 pm. at Academy Hall:
Craft a Wooden Connecticut
Rose with Anne Marie Elder
and Bob Ferris from Colonial
Crafts. They will guide partic-
ipants in carving a 5" x 5” CT
Rose which is an architectural
feature of the beautiful wood-
work at the King House Mu-
seum. Cost is $25 per person.
Eight people maximum.
RSVP required at rsvphis
tory@gmail.com 3

e HASTINGS e
FARM..

Natural Beef - Bottled Milk - Cheese -
Yogurt & Greek-style Yogurt - Local Eggs -
Jams, Jellies & Pickles from Cupola Hollow Farm

Natural
Beef

Hastings Farm
472 Hill Street
Suffield CT 06078
860-668-7524

www.HastingsFamilyFarm.com

Dairy
Products
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Questions derived from
“It Happened in Our Town”
edited by Paul G. Sander-
son, Jr.

1. The Rev. Jonathan Ed-
wards, a famous minister
from Northampton, Mass.,
was a central figure in the
First Great Awakening, a re-
ligious revival which swept
through the American colo-
nies in the 1730s and 1740s.
Edwards preached one of
his most famous sermons in
Enfield. What did he do in
Suffield?
a. He was an interim
minister at Suffield’s Con-
gregational Church when
Rev. Ebenezer Devotion,
the church’s second minis-
ter, died.
b. He stayed at the Rev.
Ebenezer Gay’s house.
Gay was the third minis-
ter of the Congregational
Church.
c. He was on the selection
committee which chose
Rev. Gay to become min-
ister in Suffield.
2. John Eliot from Windsor
was one of three entrepre-
neurs of Suffield’s First Iron
Works, which was erected at
the turn of Stony Brook on
Boston Neck. The other en-
trepreneurs were John Pyn-
chon, who founded Suff-
ield, and Joseph Parsons of
Northampton. John Eliot
was the grandson of John El-
iot of Roxbury, Mass. Who
was the Roxbury John Eliot?

Suffield Trivia

a. The son of George El-

iot, a famous writer.

b. He founded Harvard

University.

c. He was known as the

Apostle of the Indians.
3. In the 1700s, many of
Suffield’s well-known men
were part owners in Suffield
iron works including Luther
Loomis, Shem Burbank,
Samuel Hatheway and Da-
vid Tod. Tod was the origi-
nal owner of the large house
built on the corner of South
Main and South Street. The
Tods moved from Suft-
ield, eventually settling in
Youngstown, Ohio. David
Tod’s grandson, also David,
became a governor of Ohio
during the Civil War. But he
was also

a. Related to Mary Todd

Lincoln.

b. The person upon whom

Sweeney Todd was based.

c. A leader in Ohio’s iron

and steel industry.
4. The Connecticut West-
ern Reserve was land most-
ly in Northeast Ohio. In the
colonial charter granted by
King Charles II of England,
Connecticut was given land
from “sea to sea” which
overlapped with land grant-
ed in other colonial char-
ters. After the Revolution-
ary War, in 1786, Connecti-
cut and other states relin-
quished their western lands
but Connecticut retained a
large tract of land. Why?

1425 MAPLETON AVE.

TREE SERVICE
860-668-4159

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED
IN SUFFIELD FOR OVER 60 YEARS

COMPLETE TREE MAINTENANCE &
REMOVAL AT REASONABLE PRICES

NATE SIKES

CT LICENSED TREE ARBORIST

SINCE 1945 - FULLY INSURED

SIKES

Northern
Well & Water

PUMPS « TANKS e« FILTRATION

' CALL NOW!

525 0F

NEW CLIENT
SERVICES

Clean Water Solutions for Your Home

24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE

WATER TESTING
AVAILABLE!

(860) 831- 4911

— SERVING NORTHERN CONNECTICUT—

a. Oliver Phelps who was
Deputy Commissary of
the Colonial Army in the
Revolutionary War under
George Washington, per-
suaded Washington that
Connecticut had a right to
the land.
b. It was a way to repay
Connecticut for loss-
es in the bloody Penna-
mite- Yankee War.
c. Because of a survey
mistake, Congress did not
realize that the land was
not ceded by Connecticut.
5. What were the Firelands?
a. A term for fires that
Native Americans inten-
tionally started to restore
land and control wildfires.
b. Ridges like the Meta-
comet Ridge which fea-
ture basalt rock, remnants
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of fiery lava flows.
c. Lands set aside for res-
idents whose towns were
burned by the British in
the Revolutionary War.
6. Choose who were spec-
ulators in the Western Re-
serve from the following
names.
a. Timothy Swan, a Suft-
ield resident, hat maker
and an important com-
poser.
b. Pierpont Edwards, son
of Jonathan Edwards and
ancestor of Aaron Burr
and J.P. Morgan.
c. Moses Cleaveland, law-
yer and surveyor, who
served in the Revolution-
ary War.
7. In the late 1700s, Seth
Pease from Suffield was
called a Mathematician.
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TIMOTHY A. DALEY
ATTORNEY AT LAW

Real Estate
Corporate & Business Law

Wills & Estate Planning
Personal Injury

Elder Law

Probate

Criminal

Email:

WE'VE MOVED TO:

123 MOUNTAIN ROAD, SUFFIELD

860-668-2315
attydaley@sbcglobal.net

By Jackie Hemond

What would he be called to-
day?

a. A treasurer

b. A surveyor

c. A tax assessor
8. Suffield has a namesake
town called Suffield, Ohio. It
was a part of the Connecti-
cut Western Reserve and was
settled by Suffield residents
Benejah Kent and Royal
Pease, brother of Seth Pease.
What was the year that Suff-
ield, Ohio was organized?

a. 1818

b. 1800

c. 1810
9. Ralph Waldo Emerson
called one Suffield-born
person “a poet of bran and
pumpkins.” Who was he?

a. Oliver Phelps

b. Sylvester Graham

c. Timothy Swan
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Suffield Pizza |

Now closed on Sundays

OPEN ON MONDAYS!

M-W l1lam - 9pm
Th, Fr, Sat 11am - 9:30pm

Suffield Village Shops
78 Bridge St. | Suite 122 | Suffield, CT 06078

—860-668-7774 ——
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Suffield’s Gubernatorial Election November 3

By Darlene Burrell,
Registrar of Voters
Voters Have Several
Options for Casting
Their Ballot and for
Registering to Vote

Suffield voters have sev-
eral convenient options for
casting their ballots in the
upcoming election. Vot-
ers may vote in person on
Election Day, vote early in
person, or vote by absen-
tee ballot. Residents who
are not yet registered also
have several opportunities
to register to vote.

Ways to Cast Your Ballot

1. Vote in Person on
Election Day

Election Day is Tues-
day, November 3. Polls
will be open from 6 a.m. to
8 p.m. at Suffield Middle

State of Connecticut

School.
2. Vote Early in Person
Connecticut’s  14-day

Early Voting period will
run from October 19
through November 1, in-
cluding weekends.

Early voting will take
place at Suffield Town
Hall in the Meeting
Room from 10 a.m. to 6
p-m., with extended hours
on October 27 and Octo-
ber 29, when polls will be
open from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.

3. Vote by Absentee Bal-
lot

Absentee ballots are
now available to every
voter, with no excuse re-
quired.

Voters can visit My-
Vote.CT.gov/absentee  to
apply online or download

an absentee ballot applica-
tion in English or Spanish.
Applications are also avail-
able in person at the Town
Clerk’s Office.

Completed  absentee
ballot applications and
ballots may be returned
by mail, drop box, or di-
rectly to the Town Clerk.
All completed ballots must
be received no later than 8
p.m. on Election Day.

STATE OF CONNECTICUT

Ways to Register to Vote

Residents who are eligi-
ble to vote but are not yet
registered have several op-
tions:

1. Online Registration

Register online at Voter-
Registration.CT.gov by Oc-
tober 16.

2. Mail-In Registration

Obtain a voter registra-
tion application through
the Secretary of the State’s
online portal at portal
ct.gov/sots/election-ser-
vices/register-to-vote.
Completed  applications
should be mailed to the
Registrars of Voters at: 83
Mountain Road, Suffield,
CT

Applications must
be postmarked by October
16.

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF THE STATE

Suffield, Connecticut

November 2026 State Election

November 03,2026

3. In-Person Registra-
tion

Voters may register
in person at Town Hall
during normal office
hours, during the special
voter registration session
on October 16 from 9
a.m. to 8 p.m., during the
Early Voting period, and
on Election Day.

Voters are encouraged
to review their registra-
tion status and make a
plan for how they will cast
their ballot before Elec-
tion Day.

For additional infor-
mation about voting, reg-
istration, Early Voting or
absentee ballots, voters
may contact the Suffield
Registrars of Voters or
Town Clerk’s Office. 38
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Assembly District 61

Probate District 3
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tKITCHEN
=

& FLOOR STORE

HARDWOOD FLOORS
LOOKING WORN?

Bring them back to life with
PROFESSIONAL HARDWOOD
FLOOR REFINISHING
v Sanding & Refinishing
' Custom 5tain Colors

v Repair Scratches, Dull Finish & Wear
v Residential & Commercial

HARDWOOD FLOORS
LOOKING WORN?

BEFORE

LIMITED TIME REFINISHING SPECIAL

Call today for a Free Estimate

860-292-6700

178 MoOUNTAIN ROAD, SUFFIELD, CT 06078
TheKitchenandFloorStoreCT.com
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S CA 860-668-1986

Do you need help with
understanding Medi-
care? Open Enrollment
for Medicare is October
15 through December 7.
If you would like to bet-
ter understand your op-
tions, SCA’s trained, un-
biased volunteer is avail-
able by appointment to
help! Please give us a call
to schedule your appoint-
ment: 860-668-1986.

What SCA is
Spotlighting this Month:

In-Person Bereavement
Support  Group  Starts
October 2:

Masonicare is partner-
ing with Suffield Com-
munity Aid to offer a six-
week, in-person support
group for people who are
grieving the loss of a loved
one. The group will meet
at SCA, 450 South Street,
Suffield, beginning Friday,
October 2 from 11 am. -
12:30 p.m. This program is
offered at no cost. Regis-
tration is required. Please
call SCA for more infor-
mation, 860-668-1986.

Stay Warm This Win-
ter! - We Have Started
Taking Applications for
the CT Energy Assistance
Program:

This government pro-
gram helps to offset the
winter heating costs for
financially eligible house-
holds. Please contact SCA
to apply at 860-668-1986,
or email Beth at beths@
suffieldcommunityaid.org
to learn more.

Food Drive for Peo-
ple and Pets at the Polls
to benefit the SCA Food
Pantry:

SCA volunteers will
hold a benefit drive at the
election polls (Suffield
Middle School) on Tues-
day, November 5 from 8

J T N ELECTRICAL, nc
[ | [ ]

am. - 5 p.m. We are espe-
cially in need of paper tow-
els, toilet paper, canned
pasta, condiments, spa-
ghetti sauce, coffee, lunch
box snacks, personal care
items and cleaning sup-

plies. Cash and grocery
store gift cards are also
welcome donations at this
time of year.

The Friendly Visitor
Program is growing! The
program helps reduce iso-
lation and boost well-being
of adults who are home-
bound or feeling alone.
Volunteers are matched
with an individual for
weekly visits/calls. Volun-
teers are asked to commit
to one hour/week, for a
minimum of six months,
and must be 21 or older.
Contact SCA for more in-
formation on participating
in the program as a volun-
teer or participant.

Some Ongoing
Programs and Updates:

Parkinson’s Peer Sup-
port Group at the Suffield
Community Aid: The next
meeting is scheduled for
October 13 from 10:30
a.m. — noon at 450 South
St.  (Suffield Communi-
ty Aid) and will include a
pizza lunch. Call Mary at
SCA 860-668-1986 to reg-
ister your attendance.

Housing Repair Assis-
tance Program: Suffield
Community Aids Hous-

ing Repair Assistance Pro-
gram was created to help
low-to-moderate income
residents obtain necessary
home repairs. Applica-
tions are open. Please con-
tact SCA to apply at: 860-
668-1986 or email Mary at
maryc@suffieldcommuni-
tyaid.org.

Social Services Consul-
tations: Need help with el-
der care planning or apply-
ing for benefits? Meet with
Lauren Marino, LMSW,
for free social services
consultations, to schedule
a time, please call Suffield
Community Aid at 860 -
668-1986.

Are there Places You
Want to go, but Transpor-
tation is not Available? In
conjunction with Nutmeg
Senior Rides, SCA can help
financially qualified seniors,
age 65 and older or peo-
ple with disabilities, get to
where they want to go when
the Suffield Mini-Bus is not
available. Nutmeg Senior
Rides provides door-to-
door transportation, for any
purpose, 365 days a year.
Call SCA 860-668-1986 to
see if you qualify. 38

“Where Quality Comes First”

HARTFORD COUNTY’S PREMIER ELECTRICIAN!

e (860)668-8854 JTNelectrical.com

200 Amp Service Upgrades
EV Charger Installations
Generators

Lighting Specialists

* Google Nest Thermostats

G Nest Pro

*i

Photo provided by the author
Thanks to our amazing Garden Volunteers, we had an impressive
bounty for our Food Pantry.

Food Support for
the Suffield Community

Submitted by Mary Curtin

Suffield Community Aid

:450 South St - Monday-Friday 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

« Meals on Wheels / Food Pantry

- Outdoor 24hr/7day Food Cabinet

« suffieldcommunityaid.org 860-668-1986

. MaryC@suffieldcommunityaid.org

* Requirements: Suffield Resident, Income documentation
. Food Pantry by Appointment

: No financial requirements for Meals on Wheels

« No requirements for Outdoor Food Cabinet

. Foodshare Mobile Food Truck (Suffield Site)
- 1408 Mountain Rd (W. Suffield Congregational Church)
* 860-668-2271 - Every other Tuesday 1:15 - 1:45 p.m.
. CTFoodshare.org for schedule

* Requirements: Connecticut Residents Only

: Suffield Senior Center

« 145 Bridge St.

- $6 Lunch Tuesday / Wednesday / Thursday 12 p.m.

« Suffieldct.gov / 860-668-3862

- Pleclerc@suffieldct.gov

:Requirements: Reservations - (860) 668-8830

. First Church of Christ

.81 High St. Outdoor 24 hr/7 day Food Cabinet

- 860-668-7223

« No Requirements

Va

IN 20 MIN

68

CT LIC. #180298
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Modern Design Salon of West Suffield shows up rain or shine!
Pictured are Taylor Tucker (makeup artist and stylist), Aimee
Chapman (salon owner and stylist), Maddie Tseka (stylist), Tippy
(Aimee’s dog) were among the few brave souls who weathered the
heavy rain on Sunday.

P
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Saturday’s celebration draws a crowd. Troop 260 rope challenge is popular.

WHAT'S HOT & WHAT'S NOT

Thinking about selling your home someday (or making updates now to enjoy)? Consider how
buyers will see it. They will view it objectively, but still want to feel a connection. You can help by
paying attention to “What’s Hot and What's Not.”

Warm, neutral colors — creams, beige, soft greens, natural tones

Natural wood — flooring, cabinets, and accents

Simple, timeless kitchens — clean cabinets, quality countertops, understated tile
Updated bathrooms — clean, spa-like, well-lit

Good lighting — modern fixtures and plenty of natural light

Functional spaces — home offices, mudrooms, storage, and flexible rooms
Strong curb appeal — landscaping, entryway, and exterior condition

Flooring — Hardwood or Pergo

All-gray interiors

Overly stark white kitchens

Heavy farmhouse or industrial themes
Very trendy tile or finishes

Overly personalized renovations
Carpeting

Most buyers (of any age) want to simply move in. If your resources are limited, focus on the
kitchen, primary bedroom, and where you watch TV. Aim for warm, clean, timeless, and functional
rather than chasing the latest trend.

You can count on:
TRUTH IN OUR WORDS And perhaps most important of all is make sure your house if super clean and clutter free

(like that deep spring cleaning) including everything from windows to light switches covers and

HUMILITY IN OUR ACTIONS that it smells clean. If you'd like help, give us a call.
KINDNESS IN OUR HEARTS Robin, Melanie and Cyndie

357 N Main St Suffield, CT | 860.668.6549 | info@DowdRealtyGroup.com | www.DowdRealtyGroup.com
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Suffield High ¢

Schools of Thought

Suffield Middle

McAlister Intermediate

Spaulding ¢

Suffield Academy

Suffield Athletic Hall of Fame  Understanding the Facility Needs at

Announces 2026 Induction
Class

By Bret Lynch

The Suffield Athletic
Hall of Fame (SAHOF) is
pleased to announce a 2026
induction class consisting
of eight individuals and one
team. An induction cere-
mony and dinner will be
held at the Crestview Coun-
try Club on Saturday, No-
vember 21. For additional
information and to pur-
chase tickets for this event,
please visit https://sahof.
org/induction-ceremony.

The eight outstanding
Suffield athletes being in-
ducted to the hall of fame
this year are the following
(with brief highlights):

* Katelyn Corr — All-State
softball player at Suffield
High School (SHS), com-
peted collegiately at Stony
Brook University

*Susan Graves-Persio —
pioneering multi-sport ath-
lete at SHS and Hanover

College
* Robbie Hitt — All-State
baseball player at SHS,

played for Quinnipiac Uni-
versity and in the Milwau-
kee Brewers’ minor league
organization

*Dan Moroney -
cross-country and track star
at SHS and the University of

Vermont

* Jack Patterson — multi-
sport athlete at Suffield
Academy, played baseball at
Bryant College and for the
Chicago Cubs’ minor league
organization

*Bob Quagliaroli - multi-
sport athlete and long-time
local sports coach, organiz-
er, and umpire

*Austin Rupp - State
champion in golf and All-
State in hockey at SHS;
standout golfer at RPI

*Sarah Wilson -
cross-country and track star
at SHS and Stonehill College

The team being inducted
is the 1991-92 Suffield High
School Boys Soccer team,
who were the Class M state
co-champions.

Congratulations to all of
the inductees!

For additional informa-
tion about SAHOF please
visit www.sahof.org or
e-mail info@sahof.org. 3

Suffield Middle School

By the Suffield Board of
Education

Many residents have rea-
sonably asked: Why does the
Suffield Middle School facil-
ity need such significant at-
tention? And why now? The
answer is not simply that the
building is old. The Town and
Board of Education have been
studying the middle school for
several years, and the conclu-
sion is clear: the building has
reached a point where a major,
long-term investment is nec-
essary.

The Town’s 2023 Facilities
Master Plan, prepared by Tec-
ton Architects after an exten-
sive assessment of Town build-
ings, identified Suffield Middle
School as a Tier I, highest-pri-
ority facility. The assessment
examined the buildings phys-
ical condition, infrastructure,
educational needs, accessibili-
ty, health and safety and long-
term operational consider-
ations.

The middle school was not
prioritized simply because of
its age. Both A. Ward Spauld-
ing and McAlister Interme-
diate have portions of their
buildings that are older than
the middle school. Howev-
er, Tecton’s comprehensive
assessment ranked both ele-
mentary schools as Tier II pri-

HOW’S YOUR
WATER?

COMPLETE WATER SYSTEMS

Commercial # Residential § Service § Sales
Water Pumps & Tanks & Wells & Filtration
Water Conditioning & Public Water Supply

“Family owned and operated for over 50 years”

aqua pump co. .

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
860-668-4379

www.aquapump.com

KINDNESS - RESPECT - EFFORT - LEADERSHIP

orities. The assessment found
that the greatest overall facil-
ity need exists at the middle
school.

What is wrong with the
building? Most of the middle
school dates to 1964, with ad-
ditions in 1965 and 1972, and a
conversion from a high school
to a middle school in 2002.
While Suffield has continued
to maintain the building and
make individual improve-
ments, many of its underlying
systems are now aging at the
same time.

The Facilities Master Plan
identified concerns with the
roof and building envelope,
accessibility, bathrooms, elec-
trical infrastructure, plumb-
ing and mechanical systems.
Many of these major systems
have reached or exceeded their
expected useful life and re-
quire comprehensive replace-
ment or modernization.

The challenges are not al-
ways visible from the outside.
The building does not have
centralized cooling, much of
its mechanical infrastructure
is aging,and a significant por-
tion of its plumbing dates back
to the original 1964 construc-
tion. The building also has
accessibility gaps that would
need to be addressed as part of
a comprehensive renovation.

Student Learning

The challenge goes beyond
infrastructure. A school de-
signed in the 1960s was built
around a very different educa-
tional model. Today, students
need flexible learning environ-
ments, spaces for collaboration

and small-group instruction,
modern science and technolo-
gy facilities, appropriate spac-
es for intervention and student
support and learning environ-
ments that can adapt as edu-
cational practices change. The
Educational Specifications de-
veloped for the project help
define those needs and provide
a framework for what a mod-
ern middle school should be
able to support.

Next Steps

The Town has moved be-
yond the question of whether
Suffield Middle School needs
significant investment. The
work now is focused on deter-
mining the best way to address
the established facility and ed-
ucational needs.

The Permanent Building
Commission and Board of Ed-
ucation are working with the
project architects to develop
and evaluate an approach for
a future project. As this work
continues, residents will have
opportunities to learn more
about the building’s condition,
the educational needs, the
proposed approach, and the fi-
nancial considerations.

The goal is to have a
well-developed project ready
for community consideration
in a spring 2027 referendum.

This is a significant in-
vestment for Suffield, and it
deserves thoughtful consid-
eration. We look forward to
keeping the community in-
formed and providing oppor-
tunities for residents to ask
questions and participate as
the project moves forward. 38
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Suffield Historical Society Tuesday Morning Music Club Events

By Sara Zak

The Suffield Historical So-
ciety prides itself on helping
people discover their Suffield
roots, no matter where they
live now. Here’s the story of
Dennis Kent from Lykens,
Penn., who came to town a
year ago to learn about his
ancestors. He knew little
more than that one of his
ancestors was Sidney Albert
Kent, who founded Kent
Memorial Library (KML) in
1897, and that his relatives
arrived in the Suffield area
from England in 1643.

Dennis and his wife, Bon-
nie, eagerly reached out to
the Suffield Historical Society
and the library for informa-
tion. They were welcomed in
the classic small-town man-
ner, a gesture that made them
feel instantly at home. While
they waited for responses, the
Kents entertained themselves
by exploring other leads
about their family connec-
tions. First, they headed out
to explore an old family farm
in Kent, Conn. Then they
embarked on a self-guided
tour of Suffield, driving by
the historic home of Henry
Phelps Kent on South Main
Street and the Kent farm on
Halladay Avenue. They visit-
ed the Kent Legare Library on
the Suffield Academy cam-
pus, the Old Center Cem-
etery (searching for family
gravestones), and the Town
Hall (seeking land records).
Meanwhile, the small-town
connections worked to help
them learn about their an-
cestors.

Wendy Taylor, children’s
librarian and genealogist ex-
traordinaire, was not work-
ing when the Kents stopped
by the library. Still, her col-
leagues met the curious out-
of-state visitors and told
Wendy about their interest.
Wendy then reached out to
me for assistance. I called
Bonnie, introduced myself
as a member of the Histori-
cal Society and KML archive
room monitor, and offered
to meet them the next day.
Collaboration between the
library team and Society

members is key to connect-
ing visitors with resources,
records, and residents who
may share a family history.
In response to their ques-
tion about possible rela-
tives in town, I immediately
thought of James Kent, an
active member of the His-
torical Society. James and
his wife ultimately invited
Dennis and Bonnie to the
Kent Farm, which they had
driven by previously.

The following day, Den-
nis and Bonnie spent sev-
eral hours in the archive
room at the KML learning
about their ancestors. Bon-
nie asked if there was some-
where she could purchase
a memento of their visit to
Suffield made by a local art-
ist. I immediately thought of
the late Peggy McKinnon,
whose watercolors are avail-
able for purchase through
The Suffield Observer. A
quick call to Beth Chafetz,
the paper’s editor, connect-
ed me with someone who
opened the office to help
Bonnie purchase a picture.
Their visit was complete.

In just three short days,
they uncovered more about
his ancestry than they had
ever thought possible. Sev-
eral days after their return
to Pennsylvania, Wendy
shared her discovery that
Dennis and James are ninth
cousins!

The Suffield Historical
Society welcomes requests
for help finding ancestors.
Art Sikes, Society Vice Pres-
ident, genealogist, and old
house expert, is a valuable
resource, as is Anne Borg,
the Society archivist. Con-
tact us at suffieldhistorical-
society@gmail.com  with
your questions about your
ancestors or house. 38
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By Kara Noble

This fall, the Tuesday Morn-
ing Music Club (TMMC) cele-
brates its 125th season of bring-
ing professional and amateur
musicians together to perform
for the music lovers of the re-
gion. Their concerts include
music ranging from classi-
cal and opera to jazz, musi-
cal theater, folk, world music,
and sometimes even rock and
pop—all at an affordable price.
The TMMC’s 2026-2027 season
begins on October 6 at 10:30
a.m. in Asbury Hall at Trinity
United Methodist Church, 361
Sumner Avenue, Springfield.

The TMMC’s season in-
cludes 12 performances that
take place every other Tuesday.
The fall portion of their season
runs from October 6 to Decem-
ber 1, 2026. They take a winter
break in January, then hold bi-
weekly Tuesday morning con-
certs February 9 to May 4, 2027.

Club members can attend
all 12 concerts for the season
membership fee of just $40; the
only requirement for member-
ship is being a music lover. Peo-
ple who would like to attend
just one concert may do so for
a general admission fee of $10.

“Since it was founded in
1902, the mission of the TMMC
has been to bring talented mu-
sicians together with an enthu-
siastic audience to share their
love of live performances, and
to do it at a price that is afford-
able for as many people as pos-
sible, said TMMC president
Kara Noble. “We feature solo-
ists and ensembles from most
of the local college music facul-
ties and from many of the most
highly regarded performing or-
ganizations in the region. They
all love playing for our warm
and welcoming audience.

-

Ml

TUESDAY MORNING
MUSIC CLUB

I25TH ANNIVERSARY

TMMC is a great bargain
and a real treat for performers
and music lovers.”

More information about
TMMC’s 2026-2027 season and
details about how to join the
Club are available on its website
at  https://www.tuesdaymmc.
org/ or on its Facebook page
at https://www.facebook.com/
TuesdayMMC.

TMMC 2026-2026 Con-
cert Season Details

All concerts begin at 10:30
a.m. and take place in Asbury
Hall at Trinity United Meth-
odist Church, 361 Sumner Av-
enue, Springfield unless other-
wise noted below.

October 6

Hannah Berube, clarinet;
Karl Knapp, cello; Clifton No-
ble, piano. All-Brahms concert:
Trio in A-minor, Op. 114; Sona-
ta in E-minor for cello & piano,
Op. 38, mvt. 3; Sonata in E-flat
major for clarinet & piano, Op.
120, no. 1, mvt. 1.

October 20

Quartetto Mosso - Ron-
ald Gorevic and Beth Welty,
violins; Delores Thayer, viola;
Yoonhee Ko, cello; Todd Fruth,
tenor; Clifton Noble, piano.
All Vaughan-Williams concert:
String quartet no. 1 in g minor;
On Wenlock Edge for tenor and
string quartet.

November 3

Meadow Flutes - Lynn Win-
sor, Andrea Taupier, Nancy
Miller, Kimberley Figueroa;
String Trio - Beth Welty, violin;

Carol Hutter, viola; Boris Ko-
gan, cello.

November 17

Kate Saik-Delugan, mez-
zo-soprano; Clifton Noble, pi-
ano; and Aaron Packard, violin
& viola; Sara Wilkins, cello.

December 1

Holiday Concert - at First
Congregational Church, 16
Broad St. Westfield, MA @
10:30 a.m.

Allan Taylor, conductor;
The Choir of First Congrega-
tional Church, Westfield; Emi-
ly Baker, soprano; Liam Shan-
non, baritone. For information
on their winter/spring season,
check the website. 3

Ecology
Explorers
Program

By Justin Kaput

Suffield Public Schools is
hosting its third ever Ecology
Explorers Program on October
13 and 14, and we need your
help!!

For students in 2nd, 5th and
7th grade students, it's a day of
outdoor learning at the beautiful
John and Madeline McLean Out-
door Learning Preserve. While
theyre out there, they’ll rotate
through seven stations meant
to inspire wonder and curiosity
about this incredible world we
all share. In so doing, we hope to
plant the seeds that sprout into
futures full of exploration, con-
nection, and stewardship.

WE NEED YOUR HELP!
We are currently short on vol-
unteers to lead student groups.
If you - or someone you know
- has a passion for the natural
world and love inspiring the
next generation, we would love
to have you join us! 36
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By Gregory Sparzo

The weather cooperated,
which by the standards of this
tournament counts as tradition
breaking rather than tradition
holding. The Shute Family’s
Annual Golf Outing for the
Tunnel to Towers Foundation
has been played in 45-degree
drizzle and 100-degree heat,
and this year, on September 11,
at St. Annes Country Club in
Feeding Hills, Massachusetts, it
drew another full field of golf-
ers, another lineup of sponsors
and another round of proof
that a small Connecticut town
can move real money toward a
national cause.

“The generosity and support
of the people of Suffield never
ceases to amaze me,” said Dave
Shute, the tournament’s found-
er and organizer. “The farmers,
the shop owners, private citi-
zens, the golfers rain or shine,
are incredible” He pointed to
the same instinct showing up
elsewhere in town: when Suff-
ield residents raised money and
packed three trailers of supplies
for Hurricane Helene victims.
“We are blessed to have such
great support from such a great
community.”

Shute would know some-
thing about instinct and com-

By Karen A Jason

We are so fortunate to have
so many creative, artistic, en-
trepreneurial people living and
working in Suffield.

I met one recently while I
attended a Suffield High School
(SHS) graduation party for Ol-
ivianna Wells. Congratulations!

When I walked into the
kitchen, I thought it was a pho-

PATIOS - WALLS -

Over 30 Years Experience
Owner On Site ® Guaranteed Work

Specializing in Unigque
Hardscape Design & Installation

Suﬂ‘ield Steps Up, Again

munity both. He served with
the United States Navy Seabees
for more than twenty years, re-
tiring in 2016 as a Senior Chief
Petty Officer, and saw duty in
Iraq and Afghanistan. That
background is not incidental to
the tournament; it’s the reason
the tournament exists. Shute
has said plainly that he is driven
by not forgetting the families of
Americas fallen, and the fam-
ilies of those who care for the
catastrophically wounded. The
Tunnel to Towers Foundation,
which builds mortgage-free
homes for Gold Star and fall-
en first responder families with
young children, and specially
adapted smart homes for cat-

“Just Chai,”’

to shoot for a food magazine.
Every person that walked into
the kitchen remarked on just
how beautiful the presentation
of assorted foods was and how
delicious it was.

The owner of the catering
business is Deepa Anand, a
Suffield resident. Deepa’s back-
ground was in Human Resourc-
es, but she loved to cook for

WALKS - STAIRS

CRWIlandscapes@gmail.com - 413-821-9498

BRADLEY

AUTOMOTIVE

King Spring Rd, Windsor Locks CT

060-623-3599 peams

BRADLEY
LAUTOMOTIVE

www.bradleyautomotive.com

Check us
out online

Photo submitted by the author
Another successful Tunnel to Towers event!

astrophically injured veterans
and first responders, was, in his
words, “the perfect match for
the Shute Family Foundation
Dave and his wife Kim live in
Suffield with four children and
five grandsons.

Looking at this year’s tour-
nament in isolation, it’s easy to
miss how small it started. The
first outing, in 2021, was just
family and friends: 38 golfers
played the day after Thanks-
giving in weather that never
rose above 45 degrees. It raised
$1,800, which the organiz-
ers still describe as a surprise.
Whatever that first year proved,
it proved enough that people
came back.

friends and family. She decided
to follow her dreams and in Jan-
uary 2026 started her business.
She named her business “Just
Chai” It is so much more than
“just chai”> Her menus include
but are not limited to sand-
wiches, salads, hot bites, char-
cuterie board, Mediterranean
board, desserts and specialty
cakes for your celebrations. The
list goes on.

Deepa has already catered
for corporate business par-
ties, birthdays, graduations
and weddings. She caters for
small events as well as up to
100 guests.

Deepa will work with the

The growth since has
been close to linear, then not.
In 2022, 120 golfers played
through a 100-degree day and
raised $5,000. In 2023, the tour-
nament moved to September 11
for the first time, a decision that
gave the event its shape going
forward, and drew a full field
of 144 golfers, raising $13,400.
By 2024, the Suffield Fire De-
partment was bringing a ladder
truck to suspend a Tunnel to
Towers banner over the course,
and four police departments—
Hartford, Agawam, Connecti-
cut State Police and Suffield’s
own—sent representatives.
That year’s total was $26,500,
and Dan DeLeon, a representa-
tive of the national foundation,
attended for the first time.

Then came 2025, another
sold-out field, a new Platinum
sponsorship tier, and an anon-
ymous donation of $100,000,
which the organizers attribute,
in their own words, to grace
rather than growth curves.
The cumulative total crossed
$137,500. DeLeon returned to
accept the ceremonial check.

This years tournament, by
the organizers’ account, has ce-
mented something less quanti-
fiable than the dollar figures: a
regional reputation. The event is

Much More

now recognized across central
Connecticut and western Mas-
sachusetts as one of the more ef-
fective Tunnel to Towers fund-
raisers in the area, in part be-
cause of a structural choice that
outsiders often don’t notice. All
tournament expenses, greens
fees, the dinner, the sponsor-
ships that pay for signage and
staffing, are covered separate-
ly, which means every dollar
raised in donations reaches the
foundation. That is a rarer ar-
rangement in charity golf than
most participants realize, and it
is the reason a relatively mod-
est-sized event in a small town
has managed to move six figures
to a national cause. The entire
team was thrilled to have raised
over $70,000 this year, exceed-
ing their $50,000 goal, meaning
this community has generated
over $250,000 for a very worthy
cause.

None of this required a
headline year or a single dra-
matic gift. Mostly it required
the same farmers, shop owners
and private citizens Shute keeps
thanking, showing up again,
in whatever weather Friday in
September decided to bring,
because the tunnel and the tow-
ers are not history to this town.
They are neighbors. 3

Food Presentation

client on developing a menu
that represents what they want
for their event and loves a chal-
lenge if the client has their own
vision of something she has not
done before, resulting in mak-
ing the event successful and
memorable.

If you are planning an
event or want to plan a gath-
ering where you don't have to
cook and can enjoy spending
all your time with your guests,
you can contact Deepa at
info@justchai.net or Instagram
@just chai. 3
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Friends of the Library Book Sale

By Beth Chafetz and Kerry
White, Friends of KML
The Friends of Kent Me-

morial Library are pleased
to report that we have had
another successful book
sale this year. The proceeds
from the three-day sale will
be used to support Kent Me-
morial Library programs
throughout the year.

The wet weather that
forced the closing on Sun-
day of many booths at Suff-
ield on the Green brought
more shoppers to the book
sale. At noon on Sunday, 52
people were busy shopping
for book bargains. Many
took advantage of our Sun-
day special of $5/bag. As a
result, we sold 70% of our
massive number of books -
an all-time record.

Many “hands” go into
making this sale happen.
First, thanks to Second Bap-
tist Church for providing us
space which permits us to
sort and store the thousands
of books that are donated to
us during the year. Second, is
Sacred Heart Church’s gen-
erousness allowing us to use
Father Ted Hall for our sale
for the eleventh year! With-
out this space, we would be
hard pressed to find anoth-
er suitable location, and this
is definitely “suitable” The
handicapped accessibility of
the building, the clean, con-
venient rest rooms, and the
spacious hall are very much
appreciated. Suffield schools
loaned, delivered and picked
up 20 extra tables we re-
quested. We are so apprecia-
tive of the Town’s continued
support.

Photo from Facebook

Books for sale at Father Ted Hall

And then we have all our
generous book donors and
loyal volunteers. This sale
could not happen without
them. Volunteers sort do-
nated books on the first Sat-
urday of each month at the
library-all year! Volunteers
move hundreds of boxes of
donated books to our stor-
age location during the year.
They sort, label, clean and
organize the books into the
60+ categories you have
to choose from, putting in
thousands of hours.

This was the second year
we needed to move our
30,000 books from Second
Baptist to Sacred Heart on
Labor Day. While moving
on a holiday weekend can
present a volunteer problem,
over 40 volunteers showed
up, some with pickup trucks
or vans and one with a trail-
er, and we moved all those
books in two hours - a new
record!

Volunteers also set up the
books and work the book
sale, act as cashiers and help
us break down after the sale.
Kerry and Bob White, Nancy

R f‘{.k .'f;."::z"
Certified Arborist | 24 hours emergency work

Crane tree removal | Expert tree climbers
Firewood
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...and much more!

... see us at www.CandGElecric.com cCT Lic. ET-104189

Book Review

By Jane Shipp

LESS

By Andrew Greer

2017, 273 pgs., Kindle

Won 2015 Pulitzer Prize
for Fiction

Arthur Less is a gay writ-
er who is about to turn 50;
the very thought sends him
into mild depression. In ad-
dition, his lover Teddy has
departed and is about to be
married. And to top it all off,
his publisher has refused his
latest book and his income is
drying up. He has become a
“minor novelist” He contin-
ues to be invited to speaking
engagements, most of which
turn out to be badly attended
and fairly meaningless. He
is desperate and he is lone-
ly. Life holds no joy for him,
and his future looks grim.

All of this misery is re-
lated by the author in won-
derful prose, funny and
tongue-in-cheek, but also
poignant. Arthur decides to
take a trip around the world,
an itinerary arranged by his
agent, with stops and fund-
ed appearances in New York,
Mexico City, Turin, Berlin,
Marrakech, an Indian retreat
center and Kyoto. Arthur is
pleased with this prospect,
because he will have an ex-

NATIONAL
BESTSELLER

-

WINNER
of the
PULITZER
PRIZE

| B N
| | 9 \

N | — \)\J \‘\)

ol I O W

cuse not to attend Teddy’s
wedding. So, he packs his
bags and heads off to new ad-
ventures, hoping also to find
inspiration for a new book.
Arthur’s experiences on
this journey give the reader
an insight into the life of a
gay middle-aged man. Some
of them are hilarious, some
touching, some sad, as he
makes his way from country
to country and from audi-
ence to audience. He often
despairs of the whole idea
of love, of its possibility and
especially of its sustainabil-
ity. He remembers his first
long lasting love affair with
an older man, a famous poet
who left his wife for Arthur.
Although Arthur remem-
bers the man with great

fondness, he is also filled
with guilt for having de-
stroyed the man’s marriage.

Still, Arthur meets many
interesting people on his
trek and begins to see ways
to revise his failed novel;
he is told that it is not “gay
enough” The gay characters
all come to a bad end, when
they deserve better. So, he
begins to rewrite, and his
spirits slowly begin to lift.
LESS has a happy ending; if
you enjoy puns, you could
say “Less has more” Arthur
experiences a restoration of
confidence, a new faith in
the value of love, good prog-
ress in the novel he is rewrit-
ing, and pleasure in life. He
returns home in much bet-
ter shape than when he left,
even though he has to deal
with the fatal illness of the
aging poet whom he still ad-
mires. But he has developed
the resilience he needs to
cope with difficulties, and he
looks forward to his future.
This turns out to be a book
of hope, a book of unexpect-
ed optimism, and a glimpse
into the trials and tribula-
tions of an important but of-
ten misunderstood segment
of our population. 3

Smith, Kristin Allard, Ruth
Zimmerman and Anne Borg
are the core of the volunteer
effort, and each put in hun-
dreds of hours each year.
Without our many, many
dedicated volunteers, the

book sale would be history!
Thank you, thank you for all
your help.

And we begin again.
Monthly book collections,
the first Saturday of each
month, will begin on Sat-

urday, October 3 from 9:30
a.m. - noon at the library
on Main Street. The Friends’
book cart will again be
stocked with books for sale
at that time. Stop in and
browse! 38
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Kent Memorial Library

Director’s Corner

By Amy Vessella,
Library Director

Let’s Talk Programming!

In this third installment of my series highlighting
the many services our library provides, I am shining a
spotlight on our fantastic programming. Did you know
that the library offers a wide range of programs for all
ages that goes far beyond book discussion groups?

Programming here at KML is often an all-hands-
on-deck affair! Every full-time staff member (and
sometimes other staff members, too) plans and con-
ducts programs, while our library assistants and clerks
contribute countless hours of support by assisting
with the necessary preparation and behind-the-scenes

work needed to help make each program a success.

Speaking of behind the scenes, there is a flurry of
activity leading up to every program that our patrons
don't see - from coming up with the initial idea and
researching costs and logistics, to booking artists or
performers, purchasing the supplies, preparing mate-
rials and getting the space ready. All of that hard work
eventually comes together to create all the seamless
and fun experiences we strive to provide for our pa-
trons and community!

Here are just a few examples from October that
showcase the breadth of programming we offer here
at the library:

For Children, Young Adults, and Families:

Fall, Winnie the Pooh, and Halloween-themed
story times

Rhyme Time

Book Clubs

KML Kids’ Scary Story Contest

Dungeons & Dragons Group

Giant Family Game Night

All About Daffodils with the Suffield Garden Club

Suffield Reads Kwame!

For Adults:

Reading 9-5: Oral History by Lee Smith Book Dis-
cussion

Mahjong at the Library!

Ron Farina Book Launch

Craft Night for Adults

BJ Smith Book Discussion

Fall Fitness

Stress Reset: Rest, Restore, Renew

Of course, this list is by no means exhaustive.
Programming changes every month, and before we
know it, the Winter Reading Program will be upon us.
(Where did summer go?!)

So as the weather turns colder, continue to keep us
in mind when you are looking for something fun to
do. You can register for programs on our website, in
person or by phone. We hope to see you soon!

Library Activities

For more information or to register for a program, please stop by or
call the library at 860-668-3896 or go online to suffield-library.org
Follow us on Facebook. All programs are free.

KML will be closed Monday
October 12 for Indigenous Peo-
ples/Columbus Day

Movies at the Library

KML is showing mov-
ies again! Visit our website at

www.suffield-library.org  for
showtimes.

Reading 9-5: A pop-up Dolly
Parton Book Club

Saturday, November 21 at
1:30 p.m. - The Count of Monte
Cristo by Alexander Dumas

Dolly  Parton, beloved
American treasure and litera-
cy hero, has released her top 5
reads of all time. Join us as we
read and discuss Dolly’s favor-
ite works. Copies of the books
are available at the library. The
Count of Monte Cristo by Alex-
ander Dumas is a big book so
we are giving a two-month pe-
riod to complete it.

Rise to the Challenge Book
Club

Monday, October 19 at 6:30
p.m.

A book group for adults to
read and discuss books that
have been challenged and/or
banned. Diverse opinions are
welcome. Octobers book is
Catcher in the Rye by J. D. Sa-

68

linger. Copies of the book are
available at the library. Facilitat-
ed by Librarian Anna Cierocki.
Registration is not required.
Please be aware that this group
discusses books which may in-
clude sensitive topics.

Rabble Readers

Tuesday, October 20 at 7
p.m.. Memorials by Richard
Chizmar

An Escapist Lit book club at
KML for adults. We read fanta-
sy, sci-fi, horror, anything that
takes us away! Copies of the
books are available at the li-
brary, no registration required

Thursday Readers Book Dis-
cussion Group

Thursday October 29 at 1
p.m.

Get together with other
readers to discuss Migrations by
Charlotte McConaghy. Books
are available at the library. No
registration required

KMLHosts B.J. Smith’s Fare-
well Book Discussion Series

Wednesday, October 28 at
2 p.m.- The Women by Kristin
Hannah

KML invites readers to
the final book discussion for
the series, Women in War, led

Charles J Beyer
Financial Advisor

Bridge St

Suffield Village #100
Suffield, CT 06078
860-668-5983

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

edwardjones.com

General Programs

by beloved discussion leader
B.J. Smith. This is a fitting op-
portunity to thank B.J. for the
years of insight, enthusiasm,
and friendship she has brought
to readers. Registration re-
quired. Books are available at
the library.

Books & Beyond

Thursday October 22 at
p.m. via zoom.

The Road to Tender Hearts
with Author Annie Hartnett

A virtual author interview
with Pinki Shah, bringing read-
ers face to face with the author.
Tune in for candid conversa-
tions, creative insights and sto-
ries that go beyond pages.

A darkly comic and
warm-hearted novel about
an old man on a cross-coun-
try mission to reunite with his
high school crush—bringing
together his adult daughter,
two orphaned kids, and a cat
who can predict death. Regis-
tration required, copies of the
book are available at library.

Morning Mahjong or Eve-
ning Mahjong

Every Thursday morning
from 10 a.m. - noon

Every Wednesday evening

from 6 to 7:30 p.m.

Join us for a morning of
American Mahjong! Make new
friends as you play one of the
world’s oldest tile-based games.
For adults, basic knowledge of
the game required

Adult Craft Night

October 29 at 6:30 p.m.

Keep an eye on our website
or weekly newsletter for details
as they emerge. Registration is
required.

Total Body Fitness HITS &
KICKS

Tuesdays, starting October
6 at 10:30-11:15 a.m.

4-week session

Instructor: Kimmy Uzar

Get moving this fall with a
fun, energizing fitness class de-
signed for all levels!

Bring your yoga mat and get
ready to move, strengthen, and
feel your best!

Embrace the transformative
power of FitBarre, a unique
blend of Pilates, yoga, and
strength training. This low-im-
pact workout helps sculpt and
lengthen muscles, improve
posture, and increase flexibility.

Registration required.

Ron Farina Book Launch

Saturday October 3 at 1 p.m.

Join us for the launch of
Ron Farinas newest nonfic-

tion book, “In Sha Allah: If God

Licensed
& Insured

Wills It, the real-life story of an
Afghan Combat Interpreter.
Ron will read and discuss ex-
cerpt from his book, and take
questions from the audience.

Registration  encouraged.
The first ten registrants receive
a free copy of the book. Addi-
tional books can be purchased
at the event.

Stress Reset: Rest, Restore,
Renew

Thursday October 15 at 6
p.m.

A restorative, hands-on
workshop to reduce stress, calm
the nervous system, and build
everyday resilience. Designed
for adults navigating busy
lives, ongoing stress, and the
demands of caring for others,
this restorative workshop offers
a meaningful opportunity to
step out of daily pressure and
experience calm and renewal.
Participants will leave feeling
more grounded, refreshed, and
equipped with practical tools
to support ongoing wellbeing.
Registration required.

Giant Family Game Night

Thursday October 22, from
5-8pm.

Come with your friends or
family for Giant Family Game
Night! This is a full build-
ing takeover, giant versions of

Continued on Page 23

License #
CT 204228

John Brookman
860-209-2089 jbrooky63@gmail.com
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Ravens: Big Birds with Bigger Personalities

By Abby Wolcott

T'have a thingabout crows.
These highly intelligent birds
are very social, and they roost
in large groups and then fan
out during the day. We have
a trio that arrives in our yard
most winter mornings, and
we suspect that they spent
the night roosting in Spring-
field with a few thousand of
their friends living the “safety
in numbers “motto. The trio
is no longer anchored to our
piece of property but believe
me I am looking for them any
time I drive through town.
Sometimes I hear them ha-
rassing a bird of prey on the
top of a tree or I catch them
in flight as the sun gets low in
the sky. And when the crows
are not to be found, I think
of their larger cousin the Ra-
ven who is also seen in town.
Both crows and ravens are
part of the Corvidae family
and share many characteris-
tics. It can be hard to tell the
two species apart. The raven
is larger, usually pairs up with
just one partner, and his call
is deeper than the cawing of

the crow, sounding more like
a one syllable “gronk” So,
keep your eyes peeled when
you see these large birds. Ra-
vens are known to hold terri-
tories, are intelligent and use
teamwork to solve problems
or to find food. And if that
is not impressive enough, ac-
cording to my research they
are acrobats in flight. One
was even documented as fly-
ing upside down for over a
half mile. An activity like that
is not for the faint of heart.
Over the years I have been
amassing a collection of crow
artwork done by artists here
in Suffield. I purchased the
last one at an open arts night
at the studio on Burbank Av-
enue. The crow in that frame
seems pleased to be reunit-
ed with other crows on my
walls. I have several which
hang near my desk, and when
I am in the throes of writer’s
block these crows peer at me
from their canvases hoping
that I will resume the clickity
clack on the typewriter. They
and their big personalities
are egging me on. Sometimes
I just stare back contemplat-

ing all things Corvidae. And
as Halloween approaches,
there is something about
both crows and ravens that
ties into the spooky ambi-
ance of the last days of Octo-
ber. My most recent crow art-
work has quite a prominent
shadow lurking which really
promotes that feeling. His is

ghosts, Frankenstein and of
course our favorite Corvidae
birds, especially the raven.

I am reminded of my
dear friend Lester Smith and
his rendition of Poe’s ver-
sion of The Raven. He won
the award as top orator in
his high school class and
had committed much of the

Photo by Joan Heffernan

Remembering Lester Smith

a stunning shadow, but shad-
ows can be creepy. Although
I suppose Halloween is as
good a time as ever to bring
that creepiness on.

So, it is time to cue in
the “Monster Mash” and go
out and buy bag after bag of
Kit Kats to prepare for Hal-
loween. And when I do this,
I find myself thinking of

poem to memory. When Les-
ter was on his last lap, I spent
Mondays with him as he was
a good audience, a good sto-
ryteller and so much more.
Those hours spent togeth-
er were a gift and one with a
lasting impact. With a little
prompting, I could get him to
launch into The Raven in the
king’s English and it made

all the limericks and simple
poems that I had commit-
ted to memory seem lame.
I can still hear him starting
with “once upon a midnight
dreary, while I pondered,
weak and weary...” Seems
like Lester was pretty good
at setting the scene, with a
little help from Poe and the
image of a raven dancing in
our heads. I was all ears when
Lester started his recitation
and couldn’t help but won-
der if he remembered me as
a little girl when he used to
come to our house with his
boys for a Guides meeting. I
was hiding behind the couch
as I had been known to do
and completely tongue tied.
And here I was, decades later
sharing my morning with the
ultimate orator. He may have
lost a few words, and I may
have gained some, but he still
had the upper hand. To prove
I was listening to Lester’s rec-
itation from start to finish, I
tried to make Poe’s raven and
Lester proud by adding “Nev-
ermore” to my daily vocabu-
lary, but I just couldn’t pull
that off. 38

General Programs
Continued from page 23

popular games will be set up
throughout the building. From
giant Yahtzee to giant Can-
dyland, Uno, Clue, Monopoly
and many, many more. Drop-
in anytime between 5 and 8
p.m. No registration necessary.
Come play!

Kids and Teen Programs

Story Time with local Stu-
dent Authors Tessa Spong and
Josephine Bernier

Wednesday October 14 at
10:30 a.m.

Local 10 and 11 year old
co-authors, Josie and Tessa
will read a chapter of their
new book about a young
witch, Sparta and the Creaky
Cauldron, while kids color
pages of the characters. Next
they will all make potions

Eye Wear for the whole family.
New Patients are WELCOME!

CT

VISION

DR ALLISE MARKOWSKI

Dr. Allise Markowski
& Dr. Christina Gonzalez
OF CONNECTICUTVISION

230B Mountain Road
Suffield, CT06078

using magical vinegar and
baking soda. Lastly, they will
all dance to the Dance of the
Reed Flutes. See you there!

Ages: 3-5

Register, or Drop in.

The Kids Who Read Books
Book Club

Thursday, October 15 at
3:30 p.m.

Join us for the next meet-
ing of the Kids Who Read
Books Book Club! Well
eat snacks and discuss The
Brightest Night (Wings of Fire
Book 5) by Tui T. Sutherland.
Books are available to check
out at the library. Open to
grades 5-12. Registration is
not required.

Dino-rama Competition

Sign Up (and Dino Distri-
bution)

Begins Monday,

Ocober 26

All Ages

To celebrate Dino-vem-
ber, we invite you to par-
ticipate in our Dino-rama
competition. We'll provide
entrants with a selection of
random dinosaur figures
for the creation of a diora-
ma; no other materials will
be provided. See our web-
site and socials for further
details.

All About Daffodils! with
the Suffield Garden Club

Saturday October 10 at 10
a.m.

Do you know how to grow
daffodils? Do you know how
deep to plant daffodil bulbs,
which end faces up, and
when to plant them? Get an-
swers—and a free bulb—at
a daffodil bulb giveaway in
the Children’s Section of the
Kent Memorial Library.

Sponsored by the Suffield
Garden Club in partnership
with KML, this free educa-
tional workshop will fea-
ture club members demon-
strating how to plant daf-
fodil bulbs and answering
questions. While supplies
last. Help brighten Suffield
with beautiful daffodils next
spring! No registration re-
quired.

Fall Story Time

October 1 or 7, and 14 or
15 at 10:30 a.m.

Tuesdays and Wednes-
days

Ages 2-5

Register or Drop in.

Diwali Sensory Time

October 21 and 22 10 a.m.
to noon

Ages 1-5

We're celebrating the fes-
tival of lights! Decorate a

diya, draw designs in colored
sand, and take home some
cookies!

Drop in.

Candy Corn Raffle

Starts: October 23

Ends: October 30 at Noon

Guess the correct number
of candy corn in the jar and
win a Halloween Octopus
Squishmallow!

Halloween Story Time

October 28 or 29, at 10:30
a.m.
Ages 2-5

Enjoy some Halloween
fun!

Registration required.

Rhyme Time

October 3,10, 17,24, 31 at
10:30 a.m.

Ages 0-5, older siblings
welcome. We'll sing, dance,
blow bubbles!

Drop in. 38
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Connecticut Vision 7 1a
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Artists of Indian Orchard Mill Featured A Suffield Family in Need

By Patricia Jenks

The Artists at Indian Or-
chard Mills (IOM) will be ex-
hibiting artworks at the Wil-
liam Pinney Gallery in Kent
Memorial Library during the
month of October. Viewers
are encouraged to consider
the enduring power of place
as a catalyst for creativity
and connection.

Millworks II: Inspira-
tions presents the artists of
IOM who work within the
historic 19th-century tex-
tile mill in Springfield, Mas-
sachusetts. The exhibition
explores the intersection of
place, history, and artistic
practice and explores how
a site once defined by in-
dustry still inspires creative
production today.

Featuring painting, fiber
art, and mixed media, the
works reveal the individu-
ality of each artist’s vision
and a shared dialogue that
emerges from a collective
practice. Techniques in-
clude abstraction, expres-
sionism, realism and the
physically tactile. Themes
range from landscape, still
life, portraiture and social/
cultural concepts.

By situating these con-
temporary works in the con-
text of a former industrial
site, Mill Works II empha-
sizes the continuity of mak-
ing: from textiles to ideas,

from machinery to artists.
The exhibition demon-
strates themes of resilience,
reinvention, and communi-
ty engagement, illustrating
how art can transform and
sustain spaces and the peo-
ple who inhabit them.

By bringing this exhi-
bition to the Kent Memo-
rial Library, the Artists of
IOM hope to highlight a
connection between these
two communities united by
shared histories of industry
and transformation. View-
ers are invited to experience
the mill not only as a histor-
ic structure, but as a living
source of inspiration where
production continues.

The Artists at IOM are
from Springfield, Massa-
chusetts and the surround-

artists of

I"DM

Indlan Ilrchani Mills

ing towns as well as from
Northern Connecticut.
Many have achieved recog-
nition and awards and are
active in multiple organiza-
tions within New England.

This event was made pos-
sible by the Artists of Indian
Orchard Mills and the Kent
Memorial Library staff.

Member Artists partici-
pating include: Yeukai Chi-
roodza-Imeh, Nancy Ev-
ans, Tara Hengeveld, Minoo
Khanbabai, Sue James, Pa-
tricia Jenks, Joan Nelson, El-
len Pollock and Jeff Wrench.

Millworks II opens on
Thursday, October 2. Members
will host a Reception on Thurs-
day evening, October 8 from
6-8 p.m., open to the public, to
meet the artists. The show clos-
es on Friday, October 29. 3
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By Beth Chafetz

The Scott family’s world
recently changed when
their son Lincoln was di-
agnosed with T-cell lym-
phoblastic lymphoma. At
just seven years old, he is
now facing a long treatment
journey that is expected to
last at least two years.

Lincoln is an incredi-
bly sweet, funny, loving lit-
tle boy who loves being a
kid. He loves spending time
with his family, playing,
dressing up, and making
people laugh. Seeing him go
from being a happy, active
seven-year-old to spending
time in a hospital bed has
been heartbreaking for the
entire family.

They have started a Go-
FundMe to help the fami-
ly manage the unexpected
financial challenges that
come with a long-term
childhood cancer diagnosis.
The hope is to be able to fo-
cus as much of their energy
as possible on Lincoln and
his treatment without con-
stantly worrying about the
financial burden this jour-
ney will bring.

Their initial goal
was $6,500, and through
the incredible generosity
of their family and friends,
they have already raised ap-
proximately  $5,900.They
are just $600 away from

NICHOLSON & CARMON

Funeral Home
860.668.7324 443 East Street N., Suffield, CT

www.carmonfuneralhome.com

Lincoln Scott

reaching that first goal.

However, because Lin-
coln’s treatment is expected
to continue for at least two
years, they have set a lon-
ger-term goal of $15,000
or more to help the family
throughout his journey.

They  are  incredi-
bly grateful for everyone
who has already donated,
shared, prayed for Lincoln,
checked on them, or simply
let them know that they are
thinking about him. They
have learned very quick-
ly how much a community
can mean during a time like
this.

Suffield Volunteer Am-
bulance, Suffield Fire De-
partment and Suffield Po-
lice have stepped up to help
raise funds. If you are inter-
ested and you can help in
any way, go to GoFundMe/
help-lincoln-through treat-
ment. 38
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Hurricane Helene Benefit Concert

By Don Ledoux, DC

You may recall Hurricane
Helene causing catastrophic
damage to Western North Car-
olina and Eastern Tennessee in
late September, 2024. A small
group of friends who later be-
came known as the Suffield
Samaritans sprang to action
on October 4, 2024. Their goal
was simply...to aid as many
people as possible whose lives
were forever changed by this
disaster. The Samaritans start-
ed a collection at the Suffield
Hardware Store and the VFW
and in two days filled a 16 foot
utility trailer, a 20 foot utility
trailer and third 24 foot utili-
ty trailer with food, water, di-
apers, children’s winter coats,
hats, gloves, toilet paper, etc...
Six men volunteered their time
to drive these overloaded trail-
ers to the hardest hit regions of
Cocke County Tennessee and
the Ashville region of North
Carolina.

The devastation they wit-
nessed was beyond description
and they described their trip as
extremely emotional. Seeing a
need for continued help, the
Samaritans put a team of three
members together and on De-
cember 12-14, they flew down
to the same regions. They met
with Pastor Mark Renner of

Parrottsville, Tennessee, and
the previous two-term may-
or of Cocke Country, Crystal
Large. Together, they scoured
the region looking for fami-
lies who needed help and after
nearly two days of painstaking
travel in a region where most
roads were washed out, they
narrowed their search down to
three families.

The first family had clean,
dry shelter but the entire home
heating system had to be re-
placed. Donations obtained
by the Samaritans took care
of that. The other two of the
three families had no home
to live in...Samantha and her
10-year-old son, Korbin, need-
ed to have their home totally
rebuilt and the Alford fami-
ly of five could no longer live
in their badly damaged shack
by the river. Longview RV of
Windsor Locks donated two
camper trailers for these two
families, and it was up to the
Samaritans to deliver them!
On December 27-30, 2024,
four volunteer Samaritans
pulled the two trailers using
trucks supplied by Enterprise
Truck Rentals of Windsor
Locks down to Eastern Ten-
nessee for these two families to
have dry, warm shelter for the
pending winter.

The Samaritans were
committed to helping the
three families as much as
possible. The Alford fami-
ly needed a new home, and
thanks to a number of gener-
ous donors, plans for a new
home including a new sep-
tic system began. With the
aid of Tennessee Commu-
nity Assistance Corporation
and significant planning and
donor financing from Suff-
ield Samaritans as well as the
Suffield Knights of Colum-
bus and Sacred Heart Church
parishioner donations, a
brand new, three-bedroom
home was built and awarded
to the Alford family on June
15, 2026!!

All the while, many dona-
tions in excess of $60,000.00
have been sent to Samantha
to help purchase materials to
rebuild her home. Unfortu-
nately, it’s still not complete!
Once again, the Suffield Sa-
maritans are asking for your
help to raise as much money
as possible to help Samantha
complete her home before
winter this year!!!

Thus, the Hurricane He-
lene Benefit Concert sched-
uled for October 16, 2026!!
We have put together an ex-
citing group of professional

PRESENTED BY:
Suffield Samaritans

Don Ledoux & Friends
Music of the 60's & 70's

Friday, October 16 .

VFW Post 9544 ;
972 Sheldon St, Suffield, CT 06078

7:00 pm, Doors open at 6:30 pm

Tickets 54

0 Available at:

VFW Post 9544

Suffield Hardware

Turning Point Wellness Center
Or call: Lisa Pepe 860-965-9305

Sponsorship opportunities available
Raffle items gratefully accepted

musicians to wow you at this
concert! The players include
Rick Sylvester, also known as
“Acoustic Rick,;” guitarist Dave
Boudah, base player Rudi
Weeks, keyboard player Rick
Handville, sax player Mark Le-
gault, drummer Tom De Sena
and sound engineer Matt Syl-
vester! This will be a show you
don’t want to miss!! Tickets
are $40.00 and are available at
the VFW, Post 9544 on Shel-
don St., Suffield Hardware on
Mountain Rd. and Turning
Point Wellness Center, LLC at
1 Mountain Rd. You can also
call 860-254-5888 or 860-965-
9305. Sponsorships are avail-

able and raffle items are also
encouraged and welcome!

The proceeds from this con-
cert will fund yet another trip
tentatively scheduled for early
November this year to send five
eager, hammer-swinging, Suff-
ield Samaritans along with the
necessary materials to Eastern
Tennessee to help complete Sa-
mantha and Korbin's home be-
fore winter. Thank you for your
generous support and God
bless the Suffield Samaritans
and all the donors for making
a huge difference in the lives of
these families!

Making a difference, one
family at a time. 36

SRFEATlTY  REALTOR

YOUR HOMETOWN REALTORS

EXPERIENCE

...with over 375 years of combined experience...

RESULTS

When it comes to your real estate needs, put your trust in...
KNOWLEDGE

...one of our 19 Agents...

...and $875,000,000+ in real estate sold.

76 Mountain Rd. - (860) 668-0234 - www.chestnutoak.com - info@chestnutoak.com
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By Peter Leclerc/Donna Carney-Bastrzycki/Pam Cocca/Dan Leonard 860-668-3862

PARKS & RECREATION NEWS

Parks & Rec’s 46th Annual Road Race Celebrates Another Record-Breaking Year

The Suffield Parks and
Recreation Department’s 46th
Annual 10K Road Race, 22nd
Annual 5K Road Race, Free
2-Mile Walk and Kids Fun
Run, presented by Peoples-
Bank, was held on Saturday,
September 12 starting at Suft-
ield Middle School.

It was another re-
cord-breaking year, with over
250 participants coming out
to enjoy this annual Suff-
ield tradition! The beautiful
weather provided the perfect
morning for runners, walkers,
families, volunteers and sup-
porters to come together for
fitness, fun and community
spirit. The event also served as
the official kickoft to the Suff-
ield on the Green weekend.

This year brought an excit-
ing change to the event with
the introduction of our new
5K course. We received very
positive feedback from run-
ners who enjoyed the new
route and the opportunity to
experience more of Suffield
along the course. The con-
tinued enthusiasm and sup-
port from our runners helped
make the new course a great
success.

Another highlight of this
year’s race was our expand-
ed prize offerings. More than
$1,000 in cash prizes was
awarded, along with gift card
prizes from Fleet Feet of West
Hartford. In addition, thanks
to Fleet Feet, the top male and
female finishers in both the
5K and 10K received a pair of

T —

P PeoplesBank

Suffield Road Race Prize: Line up of winners accepting awards!

HOKA sneakers. These excit-
ing prizes added to the com-
petitive spirit of the races and
gave our top finishers even
more to celebrate.

Participants enjoyed the
picturesque Suffield cours-
es, while families cheered on
runners and children took
part in the free Kids Fun Run
and 2-Mile Walk. This year’s
event was also part of Suff-
ield’s celebration of Ameri-
ca’s 250th anniversary, mak-
ing the morning even more
special.

We would like to thank
everyone who helped make
this event possible. A special
thank you goes to our dedi-
cated volunteers, the Suffield
Parks and Recreation Com-
mission and staff, Suffield Po-
lice Department, Suffield Fire

ASPHALT

8y
" & syorve

PAVING ¢ EXCAVATION ¢ DRAINAGE ¢ CONCRETE

860.805.0020

<= Paving America Since 2001
asphaltbyayotte@gmail.com

S3 #308935

FAMILY OWNED &

H.O.D. #115

OPERATED SINCE 1934

TROIANO OIL COMPANY

® Automatic
Oil Delivery

¢ Oil Contracts
/Service Contracts

® Boiler / AC Service

° 24 Hour
Emergency Service

777 ENFIELD ST. - ENFIELD, CT - 860.745.0321

Department, Suffield Ambu-
lance, Department of Public
Works, Senior Center volun-
teers, First Selectman’s Office,
Suffield Public Schools and
everyone who devoted their
time and talents to make this
a memorable and safe event
for all participants.

A very special thank you
goes to our generous sponsors
and partners:

Presenting Sponsor: Peo-
plesBank; Children’s Awards
Sponsor and Emcee: Stepha-
nie Salerno Team; Hospital-
ity: Suffield Village Market;
Lead Vehicle Sponsor: Artioli
Dodge; Lodging Sponsor: The
Lily House; Bounce House
Sponsor: Wilcox Rental; Wa-
ter Sponsor: Total Body Fit-
ness; Awards Partner: Fleet
Feet of West Hartford.

We are extremely grate-
tul to all of our sponsors and
partners for their continued
support of Suffield Parks and
Recreation and our commu-
nity events.

Bt T 1

Photo by Donna Carney-Bastrzyzck

Race Results
10K Road Race
Ist Place Male: Mark Rodri-
guez
Ist Place Female:
Cancellieri
2nd Place Male: Joseph Harris
2nd Place Female: Laura
D’Amico
3rd Place Male: Joshua Slo-
cum
3rd Place Female: Gabby Ma-
cLure
1st Town of Suffield Finisher:
Jack Silva
5K Road Race

1st Place Male: Jake Ireland
Ist Place Female: Linda
Spooner
2nd Place Male: Grant Fecinta
2nd Place Female: Julia Moore
3rd Place Male: Farren Mol
3rd Place Female: Jeanne Mi-
chaels
1st Town of Suffield Finisher:
Jason Neely

Congratulations to all of
our 2026 Road Race partici-
pants! Whether you ran the
10K or 5K, participated in

Juliana

the Kids Fun Run, completed
the Free 2-Mile Walk, volun-
teered, sponsored the event or
came out to cheer on family
and friends, you helped make
this year’s Road Race another
record-breaking and memo-
rable Suffield tradition.
Register for Fall Events and
Programs for the Whole
Family
Suffield Parks and Recre-
ation has so many exciting
fall events and programs for
the whole family! There is
something for everyone, from
seasonal celebrations and
creative programs to oppor-
tunities to enjoy music, en-
tertainment and community
together.
Be sure to register for these
upcoming special events:
Spooktacular Halloween
Bash at the Senior Center
For All Ages and Abilities!
Join us for a festive fall cel-
ebration filled with Halloween
fun and community spirit!
Enjoy a thrilling evening with
delicious pizza, tasty snacks,
music, crafts, and a trick-or-
treat adventure with the Suff-
ield Housing Authority.
What to Expect:
 Yummy pizza and snacks
 Music and Halloween crafts
o A guided Trick-or-Treat
Adventure through Maple
Court, Broder Place and
Laurel Court, in partnership
with the Suffield Housing
Authority
Don't forget to wear your
favorite costume. Nothing too
spooky, keep it family-friend-
ly and bring your best Hal-
loween spirit! Kids with food
allergies? No problem! Let us
know when you register, and
Continued on Page 29

When you want simply the best service and quality available, contact
Bill's Landscaping LLC. A knowledgeable, polite representative will meet
you to address your landscape requirements!
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A Landscap ng

¢ Patios, Driveways, Walkways ¢ Retaining Walls e Landscape Design & Installation
o Exterior Grounds Maintenance © Tree Removal Service, Stump Grinding Service
o Turt Mowing, Spring Cleanup, Ornamental Shrub Pruning

contact Bill's Land g LLC.

Schedule Your Sprlng Project!

ble, polite rep

or visit our website fo request a quote: WwW.billslandscaping.com

T HIC Lic.

#607845 - #B-2132

ive will meet you to address your landscape reqmrements

 CT State Certified Arborist
*TCIA Certified Tree Care Professional Performing Tree Care Work

¢l 860-749-0448 1ol Free 1-855-477-2325

Certified ICPA, NCMA

For Reliable Professional Service
With Over 25 Years
In The Community, CALL US!

Residential
Mowing
and
Spring
Cleanup
Available

Certified
Master Gardener On Staff

,,,_.‘- f:




October 2026 The Suffield Observer Page 27
Senior Center & Mini Bus News
By Peter Leclerc, Director of Community Services 860-668-8830

By Bethany Sullivan November 10 - Smart- with noodles, salad, roll Reminder! Starting in Morning class 9-10 a.m.

Director’s Corner

Starting October 5, ev-
ery Monday is Pizza Day.
Just like a normal lunch, you
need to sign up ahead of time
and the cost is $6. You will
always get pizza, chips, and
a drink. SCA is not cover-
ing this meal for those on the
lunch subsidy list. No shows
will be charged.

UR Community Cares
has received a grant from the
Suffield Community Fund at
the Greater Hartford Gives
Foundation for a series of
free tech help appointments
and free tech help workshops
here at Suffield Senior Cen-
ter. UR Community Cares
follow AARP’s trusted tech-
nology education curriculum
and will be here on the sec-
ond Tuesday of every month
for eight months starting in
November. From 8:30 - 10
a.m., there will be one-on-
one tech help appointments
available that you can sign up
for with Bethany. Then from
10-11:30 a.m. there will be a
tech help workshop open to
all. The schedule of topics is
as follows:

phones at a Glance

December 8 - Is that AI?

January 12 - MyChart

February 9 - Under-
standing Fraud & Scams

March 9 - Google Maps

April 13 - Protecting
Your Personal Info Online

May 11 - Banking & Fi-
nance Apps at a Glance

June 8 - Passwords, Pass-
keys, & More

Be sure to bring your de-
vice!

Senior Center Lunches

Lunches are $6 and in-
clude tea, a cold beverage
and dessert.

Please make reservations
by noon the day prior.

Please bring your own
container for leftovers.

Menu is subject
change.

Thurs, Oct 1 - Italian
sandwich with salami, mor-
tadella, ham and provolone,
pasta salad

Tues, Oct 6 - Chicken
vegetable soup, egg salad
sandwiches

Wed, Oct 7 - Marry-Me
shrimp with pasta, vegetable

Thurs, Oct 8 - Amish beef

to

Tues, Oct 13 - Tur-
key sandwich with bacon,
cheese, lettuce and tomato,
onion rings

Wed, Oct 14 - Glazed
pork chop, broccoli with
cheesy orzo

Thurs, Oct 15 - Shep-
herd’s pie, green beans, roll

Tues, Oct 20 - French
toast, sausage patty, yogurt
fruit cup

Wed, Oct 21 - Chicken
breast with spinach and len-
til rice

Thurs, Oct 22 - Pasta
with meat sauce, salad, roll

Tues, Oct 27 - Cheese-
burger, baked beans, French
fries

Wed, Oct 28 - Caprese
baked chicken, pesto pasta

Thurs, Oct 29 - Baked
potato with pulled pork and
cheese, cooked onions and
peppers, cornbread

Mini Bus Trips

Mini Bus trips require
five passengers and are
weather permitting. Res-
ervations for October trips
will open on Sept 20. Call
860-668-3844 to make a res-
ervation.

Suffield Athletic Hall of Fame Event

By John Kulas

The Fran Aniello Memo-
rial Golf Tournament will be
held on Friday October 16 at
the Crestview County Club.

The main purpose of the
event is to raise funds for an-
nual scholarships given to Suff-
ield residents who are graduat-
ing student athletes at Suffield
High School or Suffield Acade-
my. Proceeds also help to defray
the costs of the Hall of Fame
induction ceremony that hon-

RICH BLACK, DURABLE
FINISH

COST EFFECTIVE
INCREASES CURB
APPEAL

PROLONGS OVERALL
DRIVEWAY LIFE

NEW SERVICE

ors Suffields finest athletes and
coaches. It will be a four-per-
son scramble with a 12:30 p.m.
shotgun start at Crestview
Country Club. For more infor-
mation, including tournament
entry and sponsor forms, please
visit  sahof.org/golf-tourna-
ment or email info@sahof.org.
The deadline for players to reg-
ister is October 8.

The tournament serves as a
tribute to Fran Aniello, a mem-

Ky

ber of the Hall of Fame who

passed away in 2015 after over
30 years as a basketball/golf/
soccer coach and Athletic Di-
rector at Suffield High School.
Fran was also on the SA-
HOF committee and was the
primary organizer of the golf
tournament for the first several
years it was held. 38

le rmst sar Inrﬂesidem veayseaoatiny!
Protect Your Investment Today!

L. (860) 254-5456

& Www.spazzarinips.com

October, you MUST give

Marzena your ride informa-

tion by 8 a.m. the day before.
Shopping in Manchester

Tuesday, October 13 -
Pickups begin at 9 a.m.

Lunch at Zanto’s

Friday, October 16 - Pick-

ups begin at 11:30 a.m.
MGM Casino
in Springfield

Tuesday, October 20 -
Pickups begin at 9 a.m.

Lunch at Red Robin

Friday, October 23 - Pick-
ups begin at 11:30 a.m.

Shopping at Walmart

Thursday, October 29 -
Pickups begin at 8:30 a.m.

Lunch at Three Figs

Friday, October 30 - Pick-

ups begin at 11:30 a.m.
Senior Center Activities

Picnic at Sunrise Park

Friday, October 9 - 11:30
a.m.
FREE! Must pre-register
with Bethany.

Armchair Travel
to Germany

Monday, October 19 -
10:30 - 11:30 a.m.

FREE! Virtually travel-
ing to Germany while try-
ing German food. Time has
been moved to 10:30 to ac-
commodate the new Mon-
day lunches.

Chinese Mahjong

Wednesdays 9:30 - 11:30
a.m.

American Mahjong
Wednesdays 1 - 3 p.m.
Floral Design Class
with Bob Whitney

October 20, November
17 and December 15

Evening class 7 - 8 p.m. $45/
class. Registration required.
Bring your own shears.

Marylou’s Meatball &

Spaghetti Fundraiser

Sunday, October 18 - 1
p.m.

Missing Marylou’s cook-
ing? Pre-register for $15 to
attend our fundraiser for
the kitchen. Price includes
a meatball and spaghetti
lunch and one bingo card.
Additional bingo cards
available for $5/card. Prizes,
music, and all your favorite
people will be there!

Fairytale Castles of King
Ludwig Il Documentary

Monday, October 26 -
10:30 - 11:30 a.m.

FREE! Popcorn! Learn
more about King Ludwig’s
castles in Germany.

Halloween Lunch

Thursday, October 29 -
12 p.m.

Included with lunch sign
up on this day. We will have
a Sweet Apple Station where
you create your own dessert
by topping apple slices with
caramel, M&Ms and other
fun toppings.

Stateline Medicare
Workshops

Tuesday, October 20 and
27 and November 3 - 10—
11:30 a.m.

Stateline Senior Services
is providing information
on Medicare options during
open enrollment. Free class,
no registration required.
For more information visit
suffieldseniorcenter.com or

call 860-668-8830. 3%

ARTIOLI

Buying or Selling

__ Dedication, Integrity,

REALTY

Your Trusted Suffield
Realtor

Deena & Jack Rollet

Serving Your Community since 1981

an Power Equipment s )

QUALITY EQUIPMENT FOR ALL SEASONS
e SALES Honda Tillers
; Scag Generators
e SERVICE Wright Mowers
e PARTS Jonsered Snowblowers
Echo Trimmers
Ariens Chainsaws
1106 East Street, South - .
aguﬂifjﬁ o Shindaiwa Leaf Blowers
Bobcat

860-627-5085

www.dandfpower.com
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The Suffield Observer
P.O. Box 424, Suffield, CT 06078
Tel: 860-668-7442, email: inbox@thesuffieldobserver.com
and ads@thesuffieldobserver.com
Website: www.thesuffieldobserver.com
A volunteer, non-profit publication established in 1999
and published ten times a year.
Founder, Sam Fuller

The Observer is delivered free to all Suffield households.

Deadlines for
November 2026 Issue

Submissions for articles should include the author’s name, address,
telephone number and email. If applicable, include photographer’s
name. Please send by email to: inbox@thesuffieldobserver.com

Submissions for ads should include the contact person, business
name, billing address, telephone number and email All ads must be

Volunteers Who Work at
The Suffield Observer

Chairman.................. Kacy Colston
Editor-in-Chief.......... Beth Chafetz
Managing Editor....... Ann Kannen

Treasurer .............. Ginny Bromage
Secretary................ Krystal Holmes
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Klaire Bielonko, Chris Childs,
Kacy Colston, Ray Dalrymple,
Tom Frenaye, Eric Harrington,
Jackie Hemond,
Tracy Hespelt, Bret Lynch,
Tony Peterson,
Maria Silvestri

Editorial Board
All directors and editors
plus Johanne Presser

October Editor
Tony Peterson

November Editor
Ray Dalrymple

Staff
Editor-in-Chief.......... Beth Chafetz

Assistant Editor .. Elizabeth Kaplan
Associate Editor........... Lynette Roy
Managing Editor ....... Ann Kannen
Business Mgr......... Ginny Bromage
Computer Tech...... Andy Preissner
Volunteer Mgt .......Ray Dalrymple
Webmaster................. Kathy Werth
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Amber Dawne Bigley,
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Anne Borg,
Darlene Burrell,
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Beth Chafetz,
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Kacy Colston,

Mary Curtin, Ray Dalrymple,
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Jackie Hemond,
Karen Jason, Ann Kannen
Peter Leclerc, Sue Mayne,
Lynn Mervosh,

Scott Miller,

Fran Milliken,

Colin Moll,

Jack Muska,

Lisa Parker,

Ellen Peterson, Tony Peterson,
Jay Presser,
Johanne Presser,
Lynette Roy,

Andy Sauer, Pinki Shah

Reporters and Columnists (contd)

Jane Shipp,

Kate Spoto,
Wendy Taylor,
Becky Tobiasz,

Bob White, Kerry White,
Abby Wolcott,
Renee Wood, Sara Zak

Adbvertising Staff
Manager......Ann Kannen
Graphic Designer....Amy Abo
Kathy Werth

Word Processors

Manager......Lynette Roy
Darlene Burrell,
Beth Chafetz, Kacy Colston,
Ryleigh Craig, Becki Fuller,
Ann Kannen

InDesign Teamn
Manager......Kacy Colston

Judy Edwards, Karen Jason,
Ann Kannen, Sue Mayne,
McKayla Mills,
Lynette Roy,

Renée Wood

Production Team
Beth Chafetz, Kacy Colston,
Ryleigh Craig,

Dian Friedman,

Ben Fuller, Ann Kannen
Elizabeth Kaplan,
Sue Mayne,

Jay Presser,

Andi Prusi,
Lynette Roy,
Kathy Werth

Photographers
Beth Chafetz,

Shannon Foley,
Joan Heffernan,
Karen Jason,
Ron Kirschbaum,
Ray Pioggia

Proofreaders
Manager......Margery Warren

Beth Chafetz,
Jan Peake,
Johanne Presser,
Jane Shipp,
Bob White, Kerry White,
Renée Wood

submitted as high-resolution images in .pdf (preferred), or .tif format.
Please send by email to: ads@thesuffieldobserver.com

For either articles or ads, if unable to use email, submit a flashdrive or
hardcopy (articles only) to the office on the lower level of the Suffield
Village or mail it to our post office box. For articles, please use MS
Word. All submissions will be considered to be property of The Suffield
Observer.

Op-Eds  Email Deadline: ~ October 12
Articles  Hard-copy only Deadline: ~ October 10
Articles Email Deadline:  October 12
Ads All Ads Deadline:  October 10
Photos All Photos Deadline:  October 12

Publish Date: November 1, 2026

The Suffield Observer

P.O. Box 424
Suffield, CT 06078
Tel: 860-668-7442
email: Inbox@TheSuffieldObserver.com
and Ads@TheSuffieldObserver.com

Our Mission: To build a sense of community throughout the town of Suf-
field and to provide a forum where all sides of issues may be addressed.
Our Organization: The Observer is written by, for and about the people
of Suffield. We are an independent, non-profit, non-partisan organization
seeking to provide information and news about the town of Suffield.
Donations: There is no charge for the Observer, but we welcome donations
to help pay for our rent, printing and mailing costs.

Advertisers: To advertise in The Suffield Observer, contact our advertising
manager, at 860-668-7442, and we will be glad to help. We thank our ad-
vertisers for their support. We feel strongly that one way to build a sense of
community is to support our local businesses.

Volunteers: If you would like to be a part of publishing The Suffield Ob-
server, you would be most welcome. No previous experience necessary.
Call Ray Dalrymple, 860-668-7711.

Guidance for all submitted articles: All Observer submissions must con-
form to the following criteria: They must be reasonable and civil, free of
libelous or slanderous content, timely and of community interest. Any crit-
icism must be directed at ideas, actions or decisions, not people. When
writers don't adhere to the criteria, the Observer will attempt to contact
them. If writers do not agree to make necessary changes, the Observer re-
serves the right to reject the article. Articles attacking the actions of an
individual or organization must be submitted by the 9th of the month to
allow for the affected parties rebuttal, or that party is allowed a rebuttal in
the following issue. The choice is up to the affected party. Responses must
be in kind.

Letters to the Editor/OpEds: The Observer accepts letters/OpEds that are
factual and of interest to the community. We strive to print a balance of all
sides of an issue. Letters should not exceed 250 words, OpEds should not
exceed 500 words. Only one letter /OpEd per writer is allowed every three
months.We do not accept Letters to the Editor endorsing political candi-
dates.

Business Articles: The Suffield Observer does not accept articles written
by owners of a business that could be considered self-serving. Advertising
space is available for such purposes.

Political Ads: In the interest of maintaining a level playing field, we accept
no political ads but do print at election time a Suffield Voters’ Guide with
input from the local candidates.

Articles: We look forward to content on community issues or topics which
would contribute to the benefit of residents of the community. Contribu-
tions include poetry, community interest articles, short stories, personal
profiles, etc. Article length typically ranges from 100 to 600 words depend-
ing on the subject.

Photos: Photos enhance articles, and sometimes a stand-alone photo with
a good caption beats a short article. Please send photographs as attach-
ments (not embedded in a document). For quality printing send good res-
olution of 300 pixels per inch or higher.

Suggestions: We are a volunteer organization and we truly welcome sug-
gestions that would improve the newspaper.
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From a press release

The Suffield Community
Fund at the Greater Hartford
Gives Foundation has awarded
grants in its most recent grant
cycle totaling just over $54,000
to twelve different groups that
support the Suffield communi-
ty. The funds awarded are in-
tended to enhance the quality
of life or otherwise contribute
to solving a direct need of the
Suffield community.

Through its 2026 grant cy-
cle, the Suffield Community
Fund proudly supported the
following organizations and
projects:

o Boy Scout Troop 260 - Camp-
ing/canoeing equipment

o Generation Power of Con-
necticut - Fuel and water assis-
tance for Suffield residents

o Renaissance Charitable Foun-
dation - Support for the Bowl-
ing Buddies program

o Sibbil Dwight Kent DAR -
Gravestone repair

o Suffield Elementary Parent
Teachers Organization - Digital
wellness project

o Suffield Lacrosse Association
- Replacement of goals and
nets

Grant Recipients Announced

o Suffield Middle School - New
reading series
o Suffield Players — Parking lot
repairs
o Suffield Public Schools - Eco-
Lab at Spaulding School
o Suffield Volunteer Ambulance
Association - EMS Simulation
trainers
o Suffield Youth Services - Suft-
ield Sidekicks Program
o UR Community Cares -
Technology training for seniors
Since launching Commu-
nity Funds in 2019 in each of
the 29 towns it serves, includ-
ing Suffield, Greater Hartford
Gives has supported more than
1,000 grants totaling more than
$4 million (through the end of
2025) - funding projects that
directly benefit town residents
and reflect community prior-
ities and lived experience. The
program began with a $100,000
investment per town in 2019
and has continued with addi-
tional investments in 2021 and
2025, including funds available
for immediate grantmaking
and long-term endowment.
Organizations that sup-
port the Suffield community
are encouraged to apply for a

grant in the next cycle in 2027.
To be considered, an organi-
zation must be registered as a
non-profit organization (NPO)
with a 501(c)(3) designation
as a public charity or must ob-
tain a fiscal sponsor registered
as a 501(c)(3). Municipalities
and other local government
agencies seeking funding for
purposes not typically funded
by public revenue sources and
religions organizations seek-
ing support for non-religious
purposes may also be eligible
to apply. Full eligibility require-
ments will be listed in the Re-
quest for Proposal (RFP).

The Suffield Community
Fund Committee is a group of
volunteer residents who help
identify local needs, shape
grant priorities and review pro-
posals for projects that enhance
quality of life in Suffield. The
committee makes grant rec-
ommendations to the Greater
Hartford Gives Foundation.

The Suffield Community
Fund is a program of the Great-
er Hartford Gives Foundation.
For more information on the
Fund, the volunteer committee,
the Foundation, and the grant

SFES Donation

Photo provided by Johanne Presser

Dr. Sean Willcutts of
Treehouse Orthodontics
stands with his wife
Gina, daughter Gabriela,
SFES President Keith
Woodsand and the
fourth grade student
representatives at the
dedication of a handicap
accessible picnic table
he donated to the
McAlister Intermediate
School through a SFES
fundraiser.

FREE INITIAL EXAM

NORTHAMPTON
GREENFIELD
AMHERST
(413) 586-0555

SOUTH HADLEY

DRS.AARON DEMAIO & SEAN WILLCUTTS
Wheve Youwr Kids Ave Treated Like Oursl

SPRINGFIELD
ENFIELD
(413) 783-1111

NO REFERRAL REQUIRED

WEST SPRINGFIELD
CHICOPEE
413) 733-2477

application  process, please
visit  https://greaterhartford-
gives.org/about-the-commu-
nity-funds. General inquiries
may also be sent to mailto:suff-
ield@greaterhartfordgives.org

Greater Hartford Gives
Foundation is a community
foundation, a hub for commu-
nity-driven change. We fuel
impact throughout Greater
Hartford and beyond by mak-
ing connections, providing
funding, and sharing knowl-
edge. Our goal is to create an

inclusive region where every-
one prospers. Together, with a
powerful network of change-
makers, we identify our neigh-
bors’ most pressing needs and
invest resources in initiatives
that dismantle racial and eco-
nomic barriers and improve
quality of life. In our 100-year
history, we have invested more
than $1 billion throughout the
region. Join us in building a
Greater Hartford full of oppor-
tunity. Learn more at greater-
hartfordgives.org. 38

Parks & Rec

Continued from page 26

we'll have a special non-food
treat bag ready with stickers
and surprises instead., It will
be a night to remember—full
of laughs, treats, and commu-
nity fall magic!
Date: Wednesday, October 28
Time: 5-7:30 p.m.
Ages: All ages
Fee: FREE
Location: Suffield Senior Cen-
ter, 145 Bridge Street

Open Mic/Talent Coffee

House Night - October

Halloween Edition

Get ready for a howling
good time as we bring back
our very popular Open Mic
Night with a Halloween
twist! The Senior Center will
be transformed into a Hal-
loween scene and decorated
for a night of fun. Calling all
poets, singers, magic acts,
actors, writers, photogra-
phers and artists of all kinds!
Join the Suffield Parks and
Recreation Department, and
the Senior Center for this
Halloween-themed  Open
Mic/Talent Coffee House
Night. The event will be held
in the Suffield Senior Cen-
ter’s decorated Lounge area,

which was funded by the
Suffield Rotary and Knights
of Columbus.

Now is your chance to share
your work with the commu-
nity in a welcoming and sup-
portive environment or simply
come out and join the audi-
ence to support local artists.
We are looking for all kinds of
talent to present at this super
fun night. The time limit for all
performances is five minutes,
and the theme for the evening
is Fall/Halloween related.

This is a family-friendly,
inclusive environment, and all
talent must keep material fam-
ily-friendly. A selection of piz-
za, coffee, tea, apple cider, co-
coa and desserts will be avail-
able. Donations to the Parks
and Recreation Department
are kindly accepted.

Date: Wednesday, October 21
Time: 6-8 p.m.

Ages: All ages are welcome
Fee: FREE

Location: Suffield Senior Cen-
ter, 145 Bridge Street

Come share your talent,
enjoy some treats, or sim-
ply support your friends and
neighbors! For a full listing
of programs and events, visit
suffieldrec.com. 38

"LET A KING HELP YOU FIND OR SELL YOUR CASTLE"

Realtor, ABR, PSA
Licensed in CT & MA

(M) 860.490.0155
Sallie.King@cbmoves.com

Salliekingrealtor.com

Sl

e
KING

%  D’Agata-Perry
' Qrcmite & Bronze Memorial Cleaning

739 Bloomfield Avenue, Windsor
860-688-5977 | www.dagatagranite.com
Owners Michael & Vanessa Perry

Granite & Bronze
Cemetery Memorials

Distinctive
Bronze Plaques

& Lettering
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Look No Further

Say you saw it in
the Observer

“Look No Further” is an
Observer feature to spot-
light our advertisers. Read-
ers will be able to quickly
and easily find the services
they need.

Accountants
Begley & Associates. . . . . 3

Antiques (Buying)
Always Antiques ...... 13

Auto Sales
Bradley Automotive ... 20
Doane’s Accent Auto... 18

Banks
Windsor Federal ...... 32

Barber
Pilgrim Barber Shop ... ..2

Churches
First Church
of Christ ........... 10
Good Shepherd
Lutheran ............. 9
Sacred Heart.......... 10
Second Baptist . ... .... 11
West Suffield
Congregational . . . .. 11
Cleaning/Gardening
Garden Solutions. . . ... 19
Day Care
Conway’s
Kiddie Kollege .. ....... 4

Dentists
A.G.N. Dental Assoc. .. 19
Suffield Village Dental. . .. .4
Treehouse
Orthodontics ........ 29

Electrical Contractors
C & G Electric ........ 21

J.T.N. Electrical ....... 16
Employment
Suffield Public Works . .. 4
Farm
Hastings ............. 13
Financial
Services

Edward Jones (Beyer) .. 22

Funeral Homes
Heritage............... 7
Nicholson & Carmon .. 24

Garage Door
Atlas Overhead. ......... 11
Hauling
Scott’s Hauling. . ...... 12
Healing
BlueHeron............ 9
Health
Integrated
Rehabilitation. . . ... .. 4
Insurance
PA. Bland

& Associates

Thank Who?

Thank Youl!

A BIG THANK YOU to our many advertisers who have
generously supported The Sufhield Observer

Stone Insurance........ 11

Kitchen and Floors
Kitchen and Floors .... 15

Landscaping Contractors
Bill's Landscaping. .. ..26,31
CRW Landscaping. . . .. 20

Grant Landscaping. .. ... 11
Lawyers
Murphy, Landati, Kiel
and Alfano.............. 5
Michele A. Nath. ....... 12
Timothy A. Daley....... 14
Spellman & Kelly. ... .. .. 3
Monuments
D’Agata Granite .. ... .. 29
Optical
Optometrists
CT Vision............. 23
Paving
Asphalt by Ayotte. . .. ... 26
Spazzarini.......... 27,31

Plumbing/Heating/
Air Conditioning
Broco Plumbing. . ... ... 22
Jim T’s Plumbing. ....... 6
State Line Propane. . . .. 10
Troiano............... 26
Power Equipment
D & F Power.......... 27
Real Estate Agents
Artoli Realty
(Kuzontkoski). ....... 27
Chestnut Oak
(Agents)............. 25
Chestnut Oak
(Colli). ...oovvnnnnt. 20
Coldwell Banker
(Banak)............... 7
Coldwell Banker
(D’Angelo). ............ 18
Coldwell Banker
(King). . ...vvvvnnnn.n. 29
Dowd
Realty Group............ 17
Street Side Realty. ........ 8

Say You Saw It in the Observer

Suffield Economic

Development. .. ....... 4
Restaurants
Suffield Pizza............ 14
Zantos. . ..o 3
Roofing
Trust Proof
Roofing............... 6
Schools
Suffield
Academy............. 18
Tree
Services
Mountain Tree........... 8
Sikes Tree Service. ....... 14
Sotil Tree Service. . ...... 21
Tribute
Nolan Moore ............ 2
Veterinarian
Suffield Veterinary
Hospital............... 21
Water
Utility
AquaPump.............. 18
Northern Well
and Water Supply .. .... 14
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Suffield Garden Club

www.SuffieldGardenClub.org
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Suffield Garden Club
Daffodil Education Event

By Lisa Parker
The Suffield Garden
Club in collaboration with
the library, will host a daf-

fodil bulb education and
community event from 10-
11 a.m. on Saturday, Octo-
ber 10 at the Kent Memo-

Photo by Erin Calendar
Suffield Garden Club volunteers welcome SOTG visitors with blooms and beaming smiles. L to R: Mary
Gagnon, Kimberly Calender, Sally Peters, Rosalie Calender and Rita Chmura.

rial Library. The Garden
Club will offer free bulbs

to attendees while supplies
last. 38

Suffield Players’ New Season

From a press release

The Suffield Players are
just a few weeks away from
opening their 2026-2027
season of Mystery, Mirth,
and Miracles. Opening night
is October 9 to help you get
in the Halloween spirit. Pat-
rick Hamilton’s legendary
psychological thriller, Angel
Street (Gaslight) directed by
Krystle Bernier is one show
not to miss. This season will
continue to have selected
performances with subti-
tles, ensuring greater acces-
sibility for all theatergoers.
Mark your calendar for these
must-see shows:

Fall Show:
Angel Street (Gaslight)
Dates: October 9, 10, *11,

16, 17,*18, 23, and 24, 2026 at
8pm (*2pm Matinee) A sus-
penseful Victorian mystery.
Holiday Benefit:
Hershel and the Hannukah
Goblins along with Happy
Hollandaise!

Dates: December 4, 5, *6
2026 at 8pm (*2pm Matinee).
Get into the festive spirit with
this delightful holiday benefit
performance.

Winter Show: Play On!

Dates: February 12, 13,
*14, 19, 20, *21, 26, and 27,
2027 at 8pm (*2pm Matinee).
A hilarious theatrical comedy.

Spring Show:
Kimberly Akimbo

Dates: May 7, 8, *9, 14,
15, *16, 21, and 22, 2027 at
8pm (*2pm Matinee). A dark

comedy about a 16-year-old
girl in a race against time
to experience her first ro-
mance, outsmart her chaotic
family, and discover what it
truly means to live.

With this exciting lineup,
be sure to grab your 3-show
season subscription. For
more information, be sure
to check out our website re-
garding our season, our sub-
scriptions, and other events.

Select performances
throughout the season will
feature  subtitles.  Specif-
ic dates and details can be
found on the website. All
performances will be at Ma-
pleton Hall, 1305 Mapleton
Ave. Suffield, Connecticut.
www.suffieldplayers.org 38

EPOXY FLOGRING & COATINGS

PAZZARINI &

EPOXY & CONCRETE COATINGS o

e e

GET A FREE QUOTE

Garden Club Announces
Educational Programs

By Lisa Parker

Interested in picking
out pollinators? Ogling
owls? Babying bonsai? If
so, the Suffield Garden
Club has a lineup of spe-
cial programs for you, in-
cluding:
o The Art of Bonsai by
Vincent Tanner, October 5
o The Secret Lives of Owls
by Mary Beth Kaeser, No-
vember 2
o Intro to Growing Herbs:
Seed, Grow Harvest by Re-
becca Thompson, March
1, 2027
« Pollinator Gardening for

Any Size Space by Jess Mc-
Cue, April 5, 2027
These programs are

free and open to interest-
ed guests. All presenta-
tions begin at noon fol-

lowing the Garden Club’s
business meeting.

The Garden Club meets
in Fellowship Hall, low-
er level, Second Baptist
Church, Suffield.

Mark your calendars
and watch the Observ-
er for information about
other programs available
through the Garden Club.

The Suffield Garden
Club, organized in 1934, is
a non-profit organization
dedicated to the beauti-
fication of Suffield and
West Suffield. New mem-
bers are enthusiastically
welcomed! To see updates
and photos, follow us on
Facebook. To become a
member or see the full cal-
endar, visit www.Suffield-
GardenClub.org. 38
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&f Star Award goes to

Anthony Hernandez

Windsor Federal Bank is proud to share that Anthony Her-

nandez, AVP and Commercial Portfolio Manager at the Bank’s
Suffield office, has been named a 2026 honoree of the 13th Annu-
al 100 Men of Color Black Tie Gala & Awards.

Working from Windsor Federal Bank’s Suffield office, Her-
nandez builds relationship with local business owners and helps
provide financing solutions tailored to their goals and unique
needs. Alongside his banking career, Hernandez serves as an Air-
craft Maintenance Officer in the U. S. Air Force Reserve, helping
oversee operations and personnel at Westover Air Reserve Base.

Hernandez’s recognition reflects Windsor Federal Bank’s
commitment to developing leaders who serve with purpose and
help strengthen the communities the Bank calls home. His advice
to others is simple: “Be willing to work hard. Never lose belief in
yourself. At the end of the day, you only have to prove it to your-

self”

We can prowde )

e Rough Cut Lumber
e Dimensional Lumber
e Live Edge Lumber
e Custom Beams
Or whatever you have
in mind

Custom illwork now available!!

Have a SPECIAL TREE that needs to be removed but you want the wood
milled into something special. Have Bill's Landscaping, LLC Tree Divison,
Harvest the timber and our Mill Division will cut it to your specifications!

eda
Black Walnut
Plus many more!

cl 860-749-0448 roiirree 1-855-477-2325

or visit our website to request a quote: www.billslandscuping.com
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Where in the World is the Observer?

The Cetto Chambers Singers stand with the Observer in front of La Caverne du Point Neuf in Paris. Pictured 4 ]
are Evelyne Battle, Mary Ann Grant, Kathryn Roberts, Jim Grant, Martha Sandefer, Andrea Marcavitch, Joan and Tom Heffernan holding the Observer at Godafoss Waterfall in
Karen Santi, Kristen King and Susan Hastings. Northern Iceland celebrating their 50th anniversary. Congratulations!

Ben Sarno W|t the Observer at Kruger Natlonal Par
in South Africa. He just finished running a marathon
on all seven continents and Africa was his last one.
Congratulations Ben!!!

Carol Kaput and her daughter, Erica Clapp, shared the
Observer while visiting the Three Brothers buildings in Riga, ;
Latvia. They were built in 1490 and are examples of three  James and Grace Foley holdng the Observer at the Statue of
separate styles of Baltic architecture. Liberty on a recent trip.
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